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ations in Pekkan, by far moft ,i importo we ex- 

cept his wars with his brothers, the depofal pf his father, 
which have , been publhhed by Pow, in his third volume 

of the JHiflory of Hindooftan,) I 'have not met with a better 
account than the following.. It is a free tranflation of a Jour- 
nal kept by a Bondela officer, who attended Dulput"Jloy, tjfie 
chief of his tribe, 'in all Aorungzebe’s campaigns, which vms 
prefented t» me a gi-eat • grandfbn of 

Dulput Roy, when I aided as Perhan ihterpttifeiir to s» detachment 
under colonel PophAm, in the Ghoed country. 


» A' according to tibe imperial divifion of the em{»r^ fOraoiri^ 
part (tf the Agra, province f This raja is how tributary to the Mhaiattasjj^ ^ 
wdl as all the otte Boadda chiefs wbofc country is denominated, in our maps, 
Bnndelcand, . • 
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AURUNGZEBE’s operations in pEKKAN# 

• OF the origin rif Sew.j«. 

ftate in Dekkan, we 'have the Smg, or 

Sein rana of ,0<3ipore, the firft in rank among the Hindoo prmces, 
had a fon named^Baug Sing, by a “ concubine of a tribe vety 
to Ms dwn. ^ 'Oa the deatli of hi$> father, , Bang Smg fiiiamg mmfelf 
defoi&dand negkaed by his reMons, the Sefodia Raajepootes, who, 
from the low caft of- his mother, regarded him only as a baftard, 
aiid not of their tribe, bec^^ary of the indign^s fliewn him; 
and moved from OdPre tof^deS^hore & em^^^^^ the 
jfervice of a zemindar, named Kaja Ali Mohun. HiS aWh^es pro- 
cured him the confidence of his patron to fuch a degree, that at his 
death'he appointed him guardian to his fon j and Baug Sing executed 
the tmii: feh honour.. When the young raja became of age to 
take upon hiihfetf the condud of his affairs, Baug Sing, for what 
reafori does not appear, declined his fervice, and retired into Dek- 
kan, where he purchafed a trad of land near the prefent Mharatta 
capital of Poopah, and fettled upon it as zemindar, in which fituation 

he died. 

Baughing hai fbttf fonif twO of whom, Malojee and Bumbojee, 
being of an enterpriz'ing fpin^ entered into the fervice of Jadoo 
Roy, a Mharatta chief, and of diftinguifhed rank at the couit of 
Bahadur Nizam Shaw. 

Maiojee had- two fons, Sahjee, or ^bawje^^^^^^^hfirfajee. 
’’Bumbojee had "Ih' fens. .i>who, .| n tered. fortune, into 

the fervice of a zehiindat 'bf Malojee 

* Said to be a carpenter’s daughter. This is overlooked by the Bbofehh family, 
•who in their own annals are Ailed only a youn|^r branch of Odipore. Baug Si^ was 
in Dekkan, Bhofelah, of which term are given tyro interpretations. One is 
cptbpMinentary, as fignifying the terror' of Ms enemies j the other opprobrious, of^Ms 

motfet^l-Ibw condition. • ' ' ' » u 

!> From him the prefent raja of Nagpore Berar is defccnded, and the Iwd of the 
Bhofelah family at prefent, if the elder branch is extimSi as reported,, 
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Mharattai by one Ion, namea Damoojee, 

who was in early youth killed in adion againft a refradory zeimadar 

of Beejapore. . 

. Sahjea having difagraed with his wife,, on accomt of his 

t«,her father, r=rol''fd on^fepjrationi and, .MjS 

wi4y^g 'to.jylipm he £hewed no affe 

at which, and' the vicinity, he gran, 

at r n».m ' under 


aurungzebe’s operations in dekkan. 

Maloiee gradually acquired rank and influence jwith his patron, 
from whom he obtained a pro^c of his only in 

for his eldeft fon Sahjee ; but Jadoo Roy afterwards, from feme dif- 
guft, refafing to fulfil his engagement, Malojee appealed for redrefs 
fo Niaam SlSw, who obliged the chief to corfent to nupMis. 
which were celebrated with great pomp; and thus the Bhofela^h 
family became incorporated with the ^Mharattas, and commonly 
efteemed as fuch in Hindooftan. , . / : 

A cqnne^f^Aus introduced upon him by force, could not be 
nleafini to Jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its confummatio 
Lcordfngly became jealous of his fon in law i and on the j^e^th p 
L fathfr Malojee, Sahjee, by his abilities haying acquired Ae 
favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, was regar e 
only as a daVous rival by his wife’s father.^ 
enfuedV -tnd Jadoo Roy. by the afliftance of the irnpeml troops then 
meditating conquefts in Dekkan, obUged Sahjee to quit the 
Sough at the expenfe of its welEre, by introducing the enemy of hfe 

fovereign. . ■ 

Sahjee with his foUoweB, thus driven from Ahmednuggur, now 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Add Shaw kmg of Beeja^re, 
who gave him a jaghire in the Carnatic, with a command of ten 
thon^, :horfe. Soon after this, his fon Sewajee, afterwards fo 
* — ' was born, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy 

‘ ‘ tt' J 
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AtJRUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 

under the charge -of one <£ Im efem named Dadajee Punt, to 
whom he alfo committed the management of the zemindareei 

Sahjee lidW-matried a fccond wife, tlfo a 'Mharatta^ilty^.whom 
he had a fon named Angojee, or Hkojec, to whom he feto^fenred ai 
his-lsmdttefe from his former connection. Coiitkuing to rife in honours 
and-eonfequeisce, .tender the patronage c£ Molar Jugdeo, 'dewan to 
the fukan, he became one of the principal chiefs of .Beejaporej and 
though on the death of the kpg .patro|i was put todeath by the 
queen regent, Sahjee fuffered'no injury 

Junjuppa Naik, paligar of Mudkul, being at enmity ’s^kfe Ptmphee 
iUgcie¥;''«en£»ndar 'Of Tanjoce, inrited Sahjee to his affiftance.,i'-' and 
in ccftljuh^bn'they de^^ raja, who was |iain in the aCtion, 
and pofieffed themfelves of the capital and all his dominions. The 
akies quarrelling on , the di'rifion of Ae plunder and the fern to be 
paid to Sahjee for his fervices, he attacked Junjuppa, flew him in 
battle, and thus obtained an eafy conquefl: of Ae zemindarees of 
Tanjore and Mudkul, in which he obtained confirmation from the 
regency of Beejapore, and fettled them on his fon Ekojee, whofe 
pofteriy lliil hold' Aem under Ae navob of Arcot, or raAer, Ae ' 
l^tlA govermnent. , ^ , 

Sewajee, though negleCted by his fether, was properly educated 
by his guardian Dadajee i and at the age of fevente ^^p iitfllifed in 
every acoompfflfeie&t. . Militaiy j and Ae 

government of Beejapdri* by intefline Avifions 

and Ae encroachments of Ae Moguls, he liad foon an opportunity 
of fignalizing himfelf among oAer rebels. Contrary to the remon- 
itrances of -Dadajee, heraifed'a banifitti, -a^' plundcared Ae jad-gh- 
feuring difefidls j which corduft in his charge fo afieCifed tfw old 
Aw, Aat he poifened himfelf feom vexation, and to avoid Ae ip#;; 
of affifling in his defigns. Sewajee now took pofle||i^ ,hf 

Ae 
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the jaghire, mfeil more troops, fuccefsfully levied contributions 011, 
feverai swmindars, and much extended the limits of Hs territories. 

Sahjee, either from inability, or contented with his rich zemindaree 
of Tanjore, connived at his exceffes, and made over to him the 
revenues of Poonah. 





At this crifis Aurifngzebe, governor of the imperial territories in 
Dekkan, was meditating the overth^w of his brother Dara Shekkoh,. 
who was the-favdprite of their father,, the emperor Shaw Jehaun, 
now in, m icteSl^erous ftate of health. : For this purpofe he was pre- 
paring an army to march to Agra } and, obferving -the enterprizing 
genius of Sewajee, fent him an invitation to his fervice. Sewajee 
pretending to be ftruck with horror, (for his own conduit proves its 
hypocrify) at the rebellion of a fon againft a fatheri received tlie 
prince’s meflenger with indignity, drove him from his prefence, and 
ordered' the letter he had brought to be tied to the tail of a dog. 
Aumngzebe for the prefent ftifled his refentment, but never could 
forgive Sewajee’s infolencej and hence may be dated '‘his^ttiESQus 
war m Dekkan, and finally the ruin of the .Mc^befiipire by the 
Mharattas. 

« ' i I AuOTngzebe, on his moving from Dekkan, committed the A. H, 
govwpaitnt of it to his fecond fon, fultan Mahummud Mauzim, A. D. 
undef*^ of an experienced general, with orders to ait only 

on the have -decided' his'-pretenfions 'to the 

imperial throne. 

Aurungzebe having left Dekkan, Sewajee refolved to turn the 
inadivity of the imperial troops, and the weaknefs of the Golconda 
and Beejapore'-princes, to'the-tittiioft adVahtagef'' He'tobkthei^% 
fristeft' of Rairee, 'Or ]R,aii 3 egh«,i'' wfriOh he fixed fipam as' 

focc^t4y''efeture<!'‘Pomndeh,, and 


I066* , 

1655. ; 


aurungzibe's operations in dekkan. 

. The regency' ©f Beejaporej Jbemg alarmed at his encroachments, 
fent him threats mingled with offers of pardon ; hut he regarded nei- 
ther, and continued his rebellion. Having by treachery put to death 
the zemindar bf Jaowlee, he poffeffed himfelf of an immenfe treafure 
and that diftrid. He next plundered the rich manufaduring city of 
Kallean j took Madury and Purdhaunghur } at which laft he found a 
valuable buried treafure. Rajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and 
,an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, next fell into^ his hands. 

The Beejapore government having in v»h lefired Salyee, (who 
difclaimed all connedion with him, and pretended that he had dif- 
cafded him as a relation,) to reprefs the exceffes of his at length 

fent agaanft Him a confiderable army, under a general named 
ddoDaKhan. . it • 

Sewajee with artful policy now wrote to the general, • imploring 
pardon for his ciimes, and inviting him to come and receive his fub- 
million. Abdoolla advanced without oppofition near the refidence of 
fh*5 rebel;, and it was agreed that he Ihould repair to a tent, with ten 

would meet him with only five attendants. 
They met tcObrfegl^%heii the treacherous zemindar fiabbed Ab- 
dbolia in anbracing him. Upon a fignal given,, the Mharattas, rulh- 
ing from an ambufcade, attacked the unfufpeding army of Beejapore, 
which, deprived of their chief, was quickly defeated. Sewajee 
plundered their rich camp, and by this vidloiy becan^,«8ilflSir Iff all 
Kokun, the zem&idars of which flocked to|y^^^«(i«i^4l&is aiithorily, 
to lave their and other 
fdaces alfo opened thek g^tes to receive him. ;;p 

' ' ' ' . ' ' ' ' ' . , . . 

A new' army was fent from Beejapore uikler Afzul Khali, Ibn of 
.the murdered gener^,; but without fuccefs i Sewajee,' even vvithout 
/^l^arding an' engagement, obliging them to retreat by cutting bff 
their ..fupplies ; and after this, the Beejapore government, li^ded 
' , ' , , internally 
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AimOTGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 

internally* and apprehending attacks from the airoies of Aurangzebe, 
who had now obtained pofleffion of the throne, made no effort againft 
him. In the courfe only of diree years, Sewajee became a power- 
ful prince, his authority being acknowledged over almoft the whole 
coaft of Malabar. 



The ameer al amra, -^after fonfte ftay ^^'Aurtsngahsi^, jsspr^^'-to A, ff. 107^ 
^uee , Jagneh, a •fortre^- inTh&ffion ' (£ he A. D. 1651 

to^j^oonah*^ whe^ wMe 

'■ • There is one alfo in volome Hindooftan, nearly the 

fame as Bernier’s. 


To relate here the ftruggles for the throne between Aurungzebe 
and his unfortunate Irodam, » Dara Shekkoh, Mtan Shujah, and 
Moraud Bukfli,'- die depofal of. their father, the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun^<:W»«!d interrupt too much the objed of this work, the 
HistorV of Dekkan. Of thefe events, by fuch as wi£h to 
perufe them, * an excellent account may be feen in the Travels of 
Bernier, publifhed in Lord Oxford’s Collection of Voyages. It 
agrees with the native hiftories of Hindooftan in every faCt, and 
abounds with juft obfervations of his own. Bernier refided with 
Danuftimund Khan, a nobleman of high rank and ofiice, in the fer- 
vice of Aurungzebe, during the events he relates. Suffice it to lay 
here, that Aurungzebe afcended the throne jby th^,t^ 
geer, in the year 1068 of the Mahimme<to,»t^;v^ period, 

the memorable events of his whole rejga ?Bre noticed, but the affairs 
of Dekkan more partktikriy defiled in the following work. » 


A.D.i6sj 
» i 


( Of the proceedings of the imperialifts in Dekkan, during thefe A.H. 106^ 
ev«^l*, ?^:;|iptice is taken in the -Mftory of Aulumgecr, .:It is proha- A. D. 165I 
hie, the;fi^^^|GB^ely-oR the-defeiffiye... Mahummud Mau- ■ 

zim was this yeaf' rettBed b3||,-his"(ifether, and the ameer al anjra, I 

Shaifteh Khan, appointed foubahdar of Dekkan, with orders to ftop | 

the progrefs of ^§ewajee. ' , I 




jQ aurungzebe'8 operations in dekkan* 

Iiis troops Pnder Naumdaw Kltto'^feid wfafte tiie country of the 
rebel, who, though unequal to cope with the imperialifts in the 
field, harafled Jtheto frequently ‘ by night attacks and cutting off 
their fuppUefts'fo that Aeir conqueft of feveral forts ,was but of 
little ufe to the progrefs of their arms. * • 

A. H. 1072. . Sewajee jffcill continued to refift in Dekkan, 'and this year fignal- 

A. D. 1661. izesdMmfelf by a rerriarkable- exploit at Poonah, where the ameer al 
amra yet refided^ Jples learned that- the. navob and 

his troops were lulled into carelefs fe^tyip .heiOne night, with a 
feled band of tried followers, after a forced march of forty miles, 
entered the city, and pafling without alarm to the palace*:, ijined his 

paffage^into the wonaen’s aparmems, with fifteen of his compamop. 

The ameer al aitora, awakened by the noife, ftarted up, and received . 
. two wounds as he ran tq call for help into an outer room but hri 

fon Abou Futteh was flain, and fome female feryants with Mm, be- 
' fore he could procure aififtance. At length, the. guards arriving, 

Sewajee made his efcape by the way he had entered, without lofing 
a ameer al amra attributing this furprize to the con- 

his fecond in command, was fearful of 
remainmg ,a^ to Aurangabad; from 

whence he was* recalled/ooh after t0 qour% apd the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim again ferit foi the government of Delian, which he 
held for. two years. During thefe,^nb memorable event occurs in 
hiftory* -and at the end of this period the prince was order^^. qpurt. 

A, H. 107s. Mirza Eaja J^yfing^:*^ on. 'ihe 

A. D. 1664. recall of the prince Mahuromud Mauzim, immediacy began operai' 
dons againft Se\yajee, who had extended Ms ufurpatiops ovet^eat 
part, of the Beejapore' territories cpithqcoaft.pf.^alabar, andwried 
■Ms predatory, incurfions as far. as .Sumt# he plundered of im.** 
ft^nfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the empire. 

, *■ ?'.i4;lS5r , , ' . , . ^ y' 

;v.; V'.' . . , ■ ' ■ Mhta 


, ... 


ir;,, 





Libra,fy Re 


AURUNOZEBE’s oi^rations in dekkan. 


Mirza Raja, with his fecond in command, Dilleer Khan, after 
having fuccefsfully repulied the armies of Sewajee, and laid wafte 
his country, fat down before Poonadher, a ftrong fortrefs, which 
the Mharatta, regarding as impregnable, had chofen for the afylum 
of the women and treafures of himfelf and all his principal followers. 
The imperialifts, by a refolute allault, having made themfelves 
mailers of a redoubt^ fituated on an eminence which commanded the 
fort, Sewajee was reduced to then laft extremity. In this exigence, 
he took the relblatio& i of throwing himfelf on the mercy of his 
enemy. ;<®#the furprize of the befiegers, he, with a few attendants 
unarmed,’ appeared fuddenly at one of the outpofts, and demanded 
to be conduced to the general. The Mirza Raja fent his own fon, 
Keerut Sing, to accompany him to his prefence, with all the cufto- 
•mary honours due to his rank. The whole camp preffed in crowds 
to fee this celebrated hero, and the Mirza Raja having come as far as 
the door pf his tent to meet him, after embracing, enquired the 
occafion of his thus putting himfelf into his power. 

' ■ ■ ■ , . ,,v ft 

Sewajee replied, that war was attended' 
and crimes thus accumulated on both paihies i that he was at length 
fenfible how heinous It was in him, the meaneft of Haves, to rebel 
againft the orders of the king of kings, and that he now law his own 
itttereft, and that of his family and country, to be in fubmifEon and 
db©d||^ft,tt> Ae emperor. Th^, regarding the Mirza Raja as his 
father, of his own accord Hed ■vtoi’'ipS^^'prefence,'that he 

might, through hiS jpatemal n:^dia6i0in tthd' interceflion, obtain for- 
givenefs and pardon for the crimes he had been guilty of, and 
procure from his majefty fome honourable command, as that againft 
Candahar, or any other equally important j that in cafe the Malii* 
raja would lay the hand of paternal protedlien on his head, Jhe^ Sjypld 
^i| 3 nt|i®dktely make an twenty four of bis.*3feflS>?:W|i^''the 

dependant, : 'v-' 
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I » ■' , ^ 

The Maharaia, looking oa this occorfmce as a gift of divine 
bleffing. intently exchuiged with Urn Jn adoption ^ 
fon, ordered the .i?j*arch of viaorjr to be beat, and ^ , 

Khan of Sew#e’s: ftibimffion, defired him to ceafe kiftihtwa, ,lhe 
Khan was at feft offended that any capitulation had be«i made 
his confiiltatioa, and fent for anfwer, that 
kilia dttfing the fiege, and ^ breach was effected, . d » ^ 

madefer the affault. he would not confent to a ^ 

told be taken. Th^Mfea|^a 

Smg tovkit him j. which ^ 

withdrew his troops from the batteries. Sewajee^ the 

rendered Poosadher to the in^rial generals, ^ 

of twenty four other forts to the Murza Raja, who appointed kel ^, 

daars to each, and te off a petition in favour of Sewajee to the 

fublkne court. : ' ' ' - ’ i“ 

A H.I 07 S. Orders had before this been iffued to the li^ j'® 

t D. ,dl wnediately upon the r.d«aion of Poona^er po&is In^elf 

alfo, after the imperial troops had taken 

poffeffion of tii ^c?8 -U “P' 

mtMoh- to the prefence* reprdfent^ to tte raja, that it was ufelefs 
to remain imaive with fech a fine army until die arrival of an 
arifwer^ that, if he approved, he f ould joiii him to befiege Beejj-, 
pore, the M of which would he a proof of his good W 

eyds'of4fe-iti4^k. The -raja accordingfy^^'^^des the 

treaiurya 

niairch with 


rupees atodbg-tife dnstas. add troopaj, ^ ^ 

of' fiify' fix ’thoaiand Itorfe .s-asd ■ ^fed 'l^ua% .from 
!,>adv#a|i^d:to^ naeet"’hto^ wW»':ate aiw|' #’^ighfythourfe>d 
[ a defperate cn^gaaent Ofscitoredivdn. wh«|lir,.the‘.,Be€jaf}ore 
leing killed by a bullet, by ^oopkenran Bondela, 

was defeated, and the imperial troops purfued the fugi||y#s 

to 
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to witiiib.iw cols of the city; but foon after a great fcarcity 
of provifions prevailed in the camp, as the enemy Imd kid wafte the 
country round, and it was impoffible to carry fuppKes for a con- 
ftartcy for fo large a force, fo that it became daily more difficult 
to remain or advance. 


At this time alfo, 'anfwers arrived from court, and liis majefly’s 
orders were iffued, that &:waj«e ffioiiW receive a lack, of rupees from 
the treafury of DteWEttii*i ,aiid::proraed^^ the imperial prefence. Fat- 
teh Jws^ was efcorting treafure from Aurangabad to the 

Mirza Haja’s camp, was attacked by a large body of the enemy 
between Porundeh and Shokpore. He made a gallant defence, but 
was flain in the adion, and the treafure and baggage fell into the 
enemy’s hands. The Mirza Raja having given aflurances of pro- 
tection to the nobility of Bcejapore, many chiefs came over to him, 
wkim he gratified with prefents and honours in the emperor’s name»i 
Having given Sewajee permiffion to retire to regulate his country, 
previous to his going to the prefence, and fent wiffi 
Sing, commander of five hundred, the Mirzfcjl^li^^shJeated from 
Nagpana, and cantoned for the rakyjeafon at the refervoir of 
Kikeroolk, tWfilf e cofs- from Pmimdeh. 

■•%',^wajce- having vifited his country, began his Journey tQ the 
When he arrive^ at- Aurangabad, k? was attended 
by five hprle,' elegantly cap^iirifette4 'and about the 

fame number of ftee'a^-?wea>aceoatted »J&dtry. The whole dty 
came out of curiofity to meet him. SufF Shekun Khan, an pneer 
of three thouknd- 'and deputy- govcrn'or,, reading SewaJ^ee only iP: 
ite' light ’'of a- Mharatta zemtodar, ■ kt hiafeif, .;with ■*&;: public 
officers -in fidl,aliembly»- ffimking fbaft'ihe-wimhii 
vHtiiV'aaidcKiy Jenthk* «e|hevr^to- meet --him 
tO' hk'pahu^e, this affioiued 

off diiMuiliLiffii&ilkSim' .RaMt;^n^oex that 
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the governor expelled him ipt . foil aj0embly, afocd angrily* Who is 
SnlFShekun Khan? Ffeat office does he hold here? and why has he 
not come out tftilfteet me ? Then, having dffimffed ihe nephew anst 
his train, he lighted at the palace. In the evening, Suff Shekun 
Khan and the puhlick officers came in ftate to vifit him, and he 
receiv^ffiem at the. foot of the carpets, and entered fomiliarly into 
cpn^vf^tion. The next day Sewajee returned the vifit. The 
deputy governor and other -officers each entertained him, according 
to their, 11^,, ^1*4 he:' had received the 

bounty order^ foom. ffie treafury, and. thten|KF«i€^ed on his journey 
to court, wl^ere he arrived in fafety. 

4ey/|j|eei xvhen introduced to fhe imperial prefence, did not 

. honours he expeded. Being placed among the amras of 
hve thoufand, he alked, to what rank the ftation was affigncd ? and 
being- told, it was that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefodiah, 
wept, and fainted away. Orders were given to carry h|m into the 
court of the bathing apartments, where they fanned and Iprinkled 
'lai m.',|W^th sofe- water. Apparently, he was overcome by the fplendour 

.the imperial court j but none were acquainted 
with his re4 (%o^^^ came tohimfelfhe begg)^ to be 

to the plw appointed for hf ui^denceit where being ar- 
rived, he began to talk in a frantic manner, and pretended mad- 
uefe, often crying out, ** Now fuch a criminal as I am have put 
'*** myfolf^^foto^the talons of the eagle, why^does^^he put 

. Thefe iQ^d-,efifo8ons’;.wem-rekt<^ -to-, his majefty, who ordaed 
that Ram.' Sfogi^-Jin ,fo-. the^ Mirza, E.aja,>- ffioi#- take ,cajre of him. 
Shortly, -ajftev'-th^ agnseablytoBewajee’s awn-j^queft, ropre* 

J^nted to the emperor, that as he novr had Gomc'to the prefence, he 
that Ms attendants, , who were ufed .. to Dekkan, and didnqfr 
ive out of it, might have leave to return to their hositoi 
■ ■ ' . '.'His 
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His toajefty regarded this requeft as highly favourable to keeping 
]( 3 im at court without trouble, and permitted all his followers, except 
his fon Sambah and a few of the principal perfons, to return to 
Dekkan. 


Before this, Sewajee had made it a cuftom, every Thurfday to 
diftribute among the poor, who crouded in great numbers to his gate 
on this occafion, -great quantities of -paftty ' and fweetmeats, which 
were brought in ;i4l?ge‘‘bafk.^ts, eafch of which required three or four 
men to be^lf / and thefe, when emptied, were carried out agmn to 
the fconfe(Sfcioner’si Ram Sing had requefted that his people might 
be recalled ; and the guards of Folaud Khan, the city cutwal, were 
then ordered to keep the watch over him. Sewajee by his generofity 
fo gained upon his keepers, that they were contented with feeing 
hinS every morning and evening; after the laft of which vifits, he 
conftarttly. retired to deep, on pretence of iilnefs. When every thing 
was ripe for his intended plan, Sewajee, one Thurfday evening, 
having acquainted his confidants of his defign, orde^^^' 
take his place bn the bed, and leaving theyOi»fl^S@My SttbndantB in 
the room, emptied the fweetmeats, and qjuttmg Hs fon into one of 
the bafkcts, laid himlelf in anotter, in which they were carried out 
of the houfe. When he had got clear of the city, he mounted Ifis 
fetaj-uipan a forry horfe, and led the bridle himfelf on foot on the 
Muttli^,'ii^!td*>>-'-True'it'is,' that the wife man does; that without 
** noife, morniiig, the 
guards not feeing him’‘pifottf’^^i»mfolf duftomary, were alarmed, 
and gave intelligence to Folaud Khan, who entering the bedchamber, 
awaked the flave who occupied the place of Sewajee. He faid# 
that he had been ordered to lie on his bed, which' he had dorie; 
evemng, but'could give no.fotAef/accountf '''The.;batWal--cahrlW 
fl#ft«d feveral other perfcms bound fo-’‘his'majfcfiy-j''whl:;^^^ a 

and’' prodarmtions'^tb Ife ^tt^^^bVery 




feized. 
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ieized, kit all in vain. Teikent Roy, the foperintendant ^ ^ 
fpies, wae difgractd for not having given mfonmUon of *e tete- 
eem; and Ram Sing, v»ho had reqnefted the recaU of his people 
from the guard over Sewajee, was fufpeaed of a conmva^, an 
baniflied the court. The Mirza Raja was ordered to leave 
as foon as relieved by*thc prince Mahummud Mauzim and th 

Maharaja Jeflwant Sing. 

Sewtke havfeg wiwed ihaved his beard, Jtiufta- 

cMos, and long fide locks, to difgnife Committing his fon 

to the charge of a bramin, who lay under mmy obligatons to him, 
with a promife of great rewards if he fhould condua ® 

He for the F^nt gave him fome jewels aad ^d 
dihofs for his expenfes. - He then travelled as a pilgrim from Mut- 
terahi by the mute of Aleabad and Benaras to Gekr j from whence, 
after mceting two officers whom he had fent on before, he tiiavelW, 
accompanied by them, to Cuttac. Here, bemg much fotigued, he 
wcMurcd to buy e fony h<^rfe s but, not having filver r^dy to pay 
i ^^j# 4 te»|^guardedly opened a purfe of gold, llie news of his 

this city^ the owner of tho hotfc# who was . 
fofpiooiB at Mfialcflto m drefs of a beggar wiffi fomitoh 
« Sur^/youmha-be'-feirajeem dif^ife, as you offer 
: foch a fum for a forry krfe." Sewajee m*dc no reply, but gave 
hkn the purfo, and departed with all poffibfe Ipeed to Jagj^e^jaut^ 
forn'tstoce,. after performing the cuftomary 
* ^ -* H . OW"!! coQiitJTjr 


f; Ifot spbey 'with long fine 


-on 1 


•■’piittiiigi'-k- — " 

J»ffP 'andiakhig*k'^ 3 ^^ compahy,- caU«i 'Mm his daughter, and 
brought Mm' -in fefety 'iWo 'Odkkan'-'to ,Ms feliicr j; who rewarded 
. him lb geiffiWttflyiAat he was evor. after' ia^pendam: of die world. 


. > 4 ., 


tThe Mirssa Raja having feat Bitosr Khan to cdlea the tributes 
mindars of Chandha and Dcogur, retired to pafs the^hiins 



at 



• A celebrated Arabian chief. 
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at Aurungabad, until the arrival of the prince to relieve him in the 
government j and about this time the emperor difapproved of feveral 
promotions he had made of the Dekkan amras, who had come 
over to the imperial fervice by his invitation from Beejapore, the 
efcape of Sewajee having rendered his loyalty fufpedled by Aurung- 
aebe. 


The prince ^ahummud MaujEim arid Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing A.H. io?7, 
advancing near,: &e piiblick officers of Dekkan went to meet the A. D. 1666. 
prince ts£'l^r‘ as the pafs of Ferdapore, and the Mirza Raja to 
Bullumreh, where he was honoured with an audience. On their 
arrival at Aurungabad, feme days palled in entertainments ; when 
the Mirza Raja, having taken leave, departed for court, but died 
on the road, foon after his arrival at Boorahanpore, and left a world 
in forrow for his lofs. There never was a prince andong the Raaje-# 
pootes’ equal to him in accomplilhments. In pleafing manners^ he 
was unparalleled i in valour, fecond to no one ; and his 
remind^ men of *Hatim Tai. He was completely feawwsd 
dOoeh, and underftood the Turkilh, Perfic, languages. 

** He will never wholly die, who leaves behind him a good name.” 

When. the raja was declared paR recovery, Deeraaje, his moonffiee 
and manager of affairs, apprehending his defbrudtion from the Raaje- 
poqfi^* to fave himfelf from their jealoufy took refuge with Daood 
Khaa.j 5 ptdig|ee>^^^^fo^ of Boorahanpore, and became a mufful- 

maun. Ori'''tWt.,|i6«^^ Raajepcajtes ' were .ilrongly fulpicious 

that he had poifoned"^ffie and? Sing wiflied 

much to force him from Daood Khan to put him to a difgraceful 
death i but not finding an opportunity, after the funeral rites of 
Hs father, continued his journey to court. . 


The emperor recalling Ram Sing, eldefl: Ion of the Mmfe pjaja, 
beep foj^biddeni ,the court '.'fiiwc SewajeeJs , 
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guHhed him by tlid title of raja, and put him in poffeffion of his 
father’s territories. 

Sewajee, immediately upon his arrival in Kokun, affumed royal 
titles and ftrack coins, detached different bodies to invade the royal 
territories, plundered the feaport of Surat, the pergunnah of Kar- 
inja, and took moft of the forts which he had delivered up at his 
ktc fubmiffion. Some of the governors died in defence of their 
commands, and ev^ day news was brought to the prince of the 
lofs of cme place or other. Sewajee atteclmg the fort of Maolee, 
which was much in want of fupplies, and every hope of affilknce to 
it cut off, was informed by the governor, Munnower Dafeivtliat he 
and his garrifon were Raajepootes^ who would facrifice their lives 
man by man, rather than give up the place. Sewajee was re- 
folved to perfift and one night five hundred of his befi: troops, well 
acquainted with the private paths, marched fuddenly to- the fort, 
and fixed ladders to the walls, by which, they afcended j but the 
garrifon, who were upon the watch day and night, were ready to 
and put a great number to the fword; upon which 
the reft .^e attack. Sewajee, upon this failure, raifed 

the fiege, and attaokddt’f^Uzbqk Khan, the tannadar of Kallean 
B^etorah, who, with many of M'feMctwtrs, after a gallant refift- 
ance, attained the honour of martyrdom, and the furvivors fled in 
a wretched condition to Aurangabad; but Munnower Dais kept 
ppfleffion of the fort, and fent exprefs accounts of th^,J«E(«fion of 
afeii^ to-the 

Daood Beg Khali Koreiftuee was font to his affiftance, with fup- 
plies for the garrifons'j and ’ after i-elkving Munnower Daft, and 
throwing itt,;fttoe finaU , quanties to different forts, 

: Ideated. Sewajee again attacked Maolee, and carried it by an 
in which the new gos?etoOiv Aliverdi Khan, was llain. Soon 
he poflefled himfelf of all the newly ceded garrifbaSf ■* as 

alfo 
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alio of the fort of Aoont, which had long Ireen in the imperial 
poileffioii. Dilleer Khan, having colleded a confiderable tribute 
from Chandna and Deogur, was ordered to carry the treafure to 
Aurangabad, where he had the honour of an audience from the 
prince. As Raow Kerrun, the zemindar of Bikkaneer, an ameer 
of two thoufand, and fome time kelladaar of Dowlutabad, had 
lately been very negledlful in the imperial affairs, and his ill condudt 
had reached the ears of his maje%, , his fon, who had quarrelled 
with his fatlier, '.thought this a proper time for revenge, and ob- 
tained thgifgrant of the zemindaree of Bikkaneer for himfelf. Raow 
Kerrun upon this, grew daily more and more negledlfulj and being 
at this period detached with Dilleer Khan, not only refufed to obey 
his orders, but as his revenue was flopped, he, for want of money, 
made a pradlice of robbing in the camp with his Raajepootes at 
night, and had the audacity to plunder fome villages on the march. 
Dilleer Khan having proofs of this, and dreading that, if his info- 
lence was unnoticed, he might proceed to exceifes which ^would 
alfo endanger his fame, wrote complaining letters of 
which were anfwered by orders to put or confine 

him, if he harboured farther evil intentions. The vaqueel of Raow 
Bhaow Sing Arrah, having obtained intelligence of this order at 
court, wrote it immediately to his mafter at the camp of Dilleer 


The receipt of the order, Dilleer Khan,' under 

pretence of going to 'htftV tents of Raow Kerrun^, 

to whom he fent word that much game was furrounded in the toils, 
and invited him to come and fhare in the amufement. The Raow, 
equally carelefi of every thing, and unmindful of the deceit in- 
tended, quickly mounted his elephant, and came olfiE attended a 
hw Raajepootes to the Khani' when luckily' for himi. Rao^^febw 
Sin|^^,'"vyho had heard of his going, rode up'qiikHy.,;w^4ls fol- 
fower8i>‘ii^-^/-dwwi»g jbis-fidendv-fi»m'^arnM troops, 

P‘,, lived 
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laved bis life. Dilleer Kha® was defeated in his defign, and rode 
on towards Aurangabad, where the two raows alfo arrived fomc 
hours after him. ' 

The manners of Dilleer Khan not being agreeable to the prince 
or Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing, they detached him for the punifliment 
of the enemy towards Zuffirabad Bieder, and the raows, agreeably 
to the prince’s orders, remained at. Aurungabad. 

H. 1078. Sewajee now entertaining defigns of fdbdmhg the countries de« 
D. 1667. pendant on Beejapore, and wanting to fupply his garrifons with 
provifions, whkh he could not eafdy do whde invaded^ Wrote to 
the Maharaja, that had not the emperor flighted his fervices, he 
had intend^ to offer them agaiaft Gandahar i that he had made his 
cfcape only through fear of his life, but now, (his patron, the 
Mirza Raja, being dead) if, by his interceffion, Jeffwunt Sing 
could procure a pardon for his late offences, he would fend his fon 
Suntah to the prince, that he might be promoted to a munfub, and 
fer»|k.;.wbfrever there was occafion. He wrote alfo in this humble 
maBilfer 5 t 44 tiB v|w»65e; who, as well as the Maharajah, applied to 
court in his aad^^ftieir re(juefl:s met with the royal com- 
pliance, ■ v';... ' 

Sewajee upon this, diipatched his fon Suntah to Aurungabad, 
under the wre of Pertaub Sing, a principal chiefi a 

thoulMtd ,horfe j- • an audience he was 

honoured- by the inunfubiin£;.&#^ffi® 3 ^a«,pwfent of an elephant, 
and arms fet with jewels, as alfo a jaghire in the province of Berar, 
to which ht detached one half of forcer aiM kept the other 
attendant on hirperfon* After fome tinier %wajee re<|uefl:ed that 
fon might be fent home* as he was then a child, promifing that 
h|foould be difpatched to cotul^ when of age to in the roysd 
vvas ■ complied with, and a party of the Malmi^t’s 

' ■ "" troops 
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troops efcorted him to his*fether, while Pertaub Sing remained at 
the prince’s court. SuiFeh Khan Bukhihi of Dekkan laid before his 
majefty a lift of the munfubdaurs created by the ameer al amra, the 
Maharajah, and the Mirza Raja Jey Sing. Many were difplaced, but 
fome deigned to accept of inferior ranks, and others were reftored at 
the requeft of the prince. The reft went over to the fervice of 
Sewajee, who gladly received them. 

When intelligence of this defertion reached Aurungzebe, and it 
appeared that Sufteh Khan had much opprefled the munfubdaurs of 
IDekkan, among whom were fome old fervants of the throne, he 
was much difpleafed, and this nobleman vvas ordered to the prefence. 
He had alfo confifeated the receipts of fome parts of Suntah’s jag* 
hire, as a payment of the lack of rupees Sewajee had received from 
the treafury on his going to court. This circumftance being made 
known to Sewajee, who had now conquered much of the Beeja^ 
pore country, and amply fupplied all his forts with provifioss* he 
recalled Pertaub Sing from Aurungabad, who left ft imme^diftely:, 
and the other part of his force in the Jaghires fdmtdibed Ihe diftrifts, 
and went off in fpite of a force which was fent in purfuit, but could 
not overtake them. 





' .Btwajee, dofiiig this tmcc, punifhed a whole tribe with deatlij 

who'laiis'fdbelled againft his fether Sahjee in Mudkul, and de- 
livered him'"fl^‘^t%BfV';lh® of the jSceja|«re. government, 

by which he was for withholding th< 

revenues of Tanjore, .but faved at the interceffion of Rundowl^l 
Khan, the minifter of Ali Adil Shaw. Sahjee, penetrated^ wm 
gratitude for this fervice, being fet at liberty and- reflated in h» 
employments, vifited his fon. Sewajee, notwithftanding 
ftfihw, ran ten miles on foot hf the fide of his 
on M. «ting at his palaoe f^ted him on 
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Sahjee fpcnt two -months witl| bis foa, and firft wife, in mutual 
interchanges of afFedtion. Sewajee on this occafion obtained tlie 
deferved applaufe qf all mankind, for his condud to a parent, who 
had hithertq, ^rom his birth, ihewn him no marks of affedtion, but 
rather .treated him as an alien of the family. Sahjee, after this 
vifit, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, in reducing the refrac- 
tory zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore ; at which place he died, by a 
fall from his horfe in hunting. A fplendid maufoleum was ereded 
to his memory. ^ 

Sewajee obliged the fultart of Beejapore to pay him a tribute 
of three, and the king of Golconda the fum of four, lacks , ql" pago- 
das. .He l:ad now formed a cqnfiderable fleet, with which he 
infefted the coafts, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the 
Siddees, who aded as admirals of thefewftiips of Aurungzebe, to 
proted the trade of Surat , and the coafts, for which they .enjoyed* 
large penfions. 

. ^ favourite eunuch belonging to Ali Adil Shaw 

dilgufted at his fovereign, came over to the 
prince at Auruiqigal^d. * 4^ Shaw wrote repeated requefts that he 
ihquld be ,fent back, agreebg; fe jea^^ compliance, to give up 
the fort of Sholapre, and make a valuable oifering. The prince 
fending intelligence of this to court, his majefty ordered tliat Geaus 
ad Dien Khan ftiould go to Beejapore, to determine the 

ofiering,/bid:i«^|t.JOian be appointed of 'Sho-. 

lapore, 'after whicb.: ','bacfc. This was 

accordingly done. TMs ycqf thd prince’s mother came to Dekkan 
on a vifit to her fe,. % the, emperor’s oriersj, to asdvife him to 
continue firm in his allegiance i, fome fiiipidons having, arifeii that 
hq meditated ind^endance< 

'' ' ' ■ ■ ' 

i 
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Dilleer Khan, who had marched againrt: th6 Mhar-attas, pur- 
fiied them as far as Batterree, when an order of recall arrived, 
commanding him to repair to Aumngabad } but on account of his 
difegreement with the Maharaja, he was apprehenfive for his fafety, 
and delayed. This being reprefented in a heinous light, he was 
accufed of rebellion to the emperor, who difpatched Iftikhar Khan, 
by poft ftages, to enquire into the caufe of his not vifi ting the 
prince i and if, on examination, it.Ihonld appear to be rebellion, to 
bring him by force, and adt as circumftances might require, even to 
the putting him to death, if judged necelTary. Muituifut Khan, 
brother to’ Iftikhar Khan, incited by friendfhip to Dilleer Khan, 
wrote him advice to be wary how he fliould vifit the prince j which 
encreafed the apprehenfions he .had before entertained of treachery. 

Iftikhar Khan being arrived at Aurangabad, wrote to Dilleer 
Khan, 'that his refufal to vifit the prince having been reprefented to 
the emperor, he was difpatched exprefs to enquire the caufe i there- 
fore, it would be proper that he fliould march nearer.;%>'*the^t3ty, 
in order to give him an opportunity of examihaliMf ’Dilleer Khan 
having encamped within three cofs of AWhingabad, was vifited by 
Ifdkhar Khan, who gave him much encouragement and afluranccs 
of fafety. Dilleer Khan in reply told him he apprehended treachery j 
upon which the other took an oath that there was none intended i 
when the Khan fliowed him his brother’s letter, which being 
original, left bite without doubt ,o4 the Maharaja’s deceit. It was 
now judged advifeable tfra*- DiBeer. K^ pretence of illnefs, 

Ihould continue his operations without vifiting the prince. He ac-j- 
cordingly moved with his troops in fearch of the enemy, and Iftikhir 
fent the account of his brother’s iigformation to court. The pria^ 
ainh Maharaja now wtote, ■ that, Diljeer Khan, had. drawnvhissl^i 
%j||,.ijthe collar of obedience and extending. -the han4.'i#?ipp^'e'- 
wh«?i||;^ih®.-Went, his Afghauns.plundered'the.coi|nhy*ii^h^hews 
was 
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tWaking it Me to remain, marched with intentions to proceed to 
court) upon which the prince wrote again to the prefence, that he 
was going with efh defigns, and a firmaun came not to permit him i 
when the priwje began to levy troops to oppofe his paflage. 

The prince having colledted about fixty thoufand horfc, in the 
height of the rains marched from Aurungabad to punifli Dilleer 
Khanj who, all his people included, had not morp than five thou^ 
land The prince* alfo ind«ed Sewajee to join him by promiies or 

favour, and encamped about fifteen cofi ftom Boorahaupore, and 

three from the ferry of Hanuck, oter the river Taptee. 

croft and proceed to the city of which Daoed Khan waa foubahdar. 

Orders were fent to procure boats for the paflage of the amy, 
when Daood Khan reprofented, that Dilleer Khan was then fixty 
cofs diftant, and had not croffed the river ; that to procure -Imts at 
lb Ihort a twtming was impolfible* but that in the time w ic 
be expended, if the prince waited for them, he might effectually 
fitA li>e,expedition. The prince replied, that he did not chufe 
r to ' d.jfta.nce through bad roads; befides, if Dilleer 
Khan fhould before him, the trouble would be 

thrpwn away; he thcrefiire thdfight it heft to proceed with the 
army to Boorahanpore, and, by waiting there, to effectually block 
up die road, Daood Khan fufpeCling, from this determination, 
that a' rebellion was on foot, and having informed Bhaow 

Sing of 'Ms conj^ur^, agreed with fhould 

attempt' to ernfs 'the' t*if Cr, ' The prince and 

Maharaja Jeffwnnt Si%'pereeiving Daood Khan's alarms, attempted 
to lure him to an interview, with defign to make him a prifoner j 
but he, being experienced, did iiot throw himfelf into thoir fnares, 
Dilleer Khan reprefenfed to the prefence, that the prince and Maha- 
entertaining rebeilioua defigns, had 'falfely accufed him of dif- 
afe^a, merely to have a pretence for levying troops; upon which 

' • the 
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the emperor ordered Kokultafli Bahadur Khan, foubahdar of 
Guzarat, to proceed with Koottub ad Dien Khan and the troops 
under him to Oogein, beyond which he ihould not allow the prince 
to pafs. A fecond order foon after arrived for him to take Dilleer 
Khan with him when he returned to Guzarat. Meet Houffeinee 
was fent from the prefenee with two firmauns j the firft of which 
was diredled to Dilleer Khan, ordering him to Bahadur Khan’s camp } 
and the fecond to the prince and Maharaja, commanding them to 
return to Aurung^d^ix-The imperial commands were immediately 
obeyed^ Jgisth* Maharaja, who had tempted the prince to difloyalty 
yvas airaidi and the prince did not chufe to aft with open difrefpeft 
to his father. Soon after this, Sewajee again plundered the town of 
Surat, and the prince fent orders to Daood Khan to intercept his 
retreat. 


Daood Khan, having paid his compliments to the prince, de- 
parted in purfuit of Sewajee, and foon had intelligence, thati»fi;ef 
plundering Surat, he had laid wafte the country; of 

the fort of Aurung, named alfo Multeher, whic^ Jw^^ watching 
for an opportunity to furprize. Meffcngeri foon after this brought 
intelligence that Sewajee, hearing of the approach of the royal 
army, had paffed by this fort, and was haftening to gain the pafs 
o|.Kwchenah Munchenah ; upon which Daood Khan marched im* 
.'.Chandour, which lay in that road, and Bakee Khan, 
who had • to^retke.ijnto the lbrt„ from- this town, on 

account of the* to 'Vifit him. Aboi}t 

midnight the fpies brought word, that Sewajee had gone through 
the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, from whence he had taken the 
road to Goolfhunabad j leaving a force in the pafs to proted .thc^if 
'is^ho had fallen in tiie, rear from fatigue .and other ca^^.i 
3 p 50 nj», and' Daood^,mimedia|eiy marched in; 
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and feparated from the reft. Akhkift Khan, who 

advanced guard, having ^ed an eminence, at ^yhght defctied a 

body oftheMiwmttaS} upon which he ordered his people o p - 
paJ- but, hto they were ready, he, from the ralhnefs of youth, 
wWa » number, charged the enemy, who were not left than 

eleven fttoufend ^orfe, bur paid dear wa. 

fe^«*lv wounded. When Daood Khan came to tne ncignc, 
LheWfe imprudence of Akhla^s Khan, he i^etached a rei^me- 
ment, andhaftened toatoined vilkge,^ wtoe leaving the eleph n 
tes and drum hearers, who were «' Ibral^ Khan 

pliiee, with infttuaions to, keep m* hm 
as they came up, he proceeded. The advancrf 
cased with the enemy, and at firft many of the imperial offiws 
were woundedj but at length, Roy , Muckrind and Bhaun Peroheet 
drove them off with the cannon, and Daood Khan arriving, after 
taking up Akhlaafs Khan from the ground, purfucd ^^em, -whw a 
warm aftion enfued, in which many of the royal troops fell. The 
Mharattas, according to their cuftom, attacked on all quarters, but 
«^t;»pnbers of them being killed by the cannon ftiot, the reft fled 
. Khan had not with him at this time more 

than a''tfi.duftwi##e'r:^aa^ though the enemy made a fecond 
aftadc towards nightfrB, ho"cnci*toed 4iim^ fo gallantly as again 
to defeat them f after which he ordered up the baggage, and took 
pro|^r care of the wounded officers and men. The next day, he 
marched to Goolfhunabad, and fcnt the wounded on to 
•Certain 'nB^-'aittMg of the Mharattas hav^p^<ei^’'to‘iCokun, 
'he halted camp to 

AhmeaiwggurvW’hfiie>-he“fecliv^''''let^ his fon^Hummeed 
ad Dien''Khaii, 'his deputy in fti® gOyttrament c£- Boorahanpore, 
that the.Mharattas with a Wry large' ferce meditated 'an- attack upon 
city, whfefa he: was :pmpaiing to defend, but arhple and fpecdy 
akn-^nce was: neceflary.- Daood Khaii -moved inftantlyi and on 
that the enemy had plundered Bahadurpore, within two 
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miss of the city, redoubled his fpeed j bat on -hhi arrival at Fer^ 
dapore intelligence was brought him, that they had retreated to- 
wards Buggellana, upon which he altered his route to purfue. The 
enemy plundered the town of Multeher, under the fort of 4umn- 
ghur, and then befieged Sultanghur, commonly named Salheer. 

Daood Khan arrived at Multeher about eight p clock at night, 
after a forced march, but the baggage did not come up, nor aifo 
a great number the - fepoys, until ..the next day. Here he left 

the, b 3 gSS®®*'^^^hd the next morning, before funrife, moved to the 
relief of Salheer i but before he had advanced fer, hearing that it 
had been taken, he returned, and halted fome days i after which, 
fecuring his baggage at the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, he pre- 
pared to follow the enemy with fpeed,^ who were plundering on all 
quarters. Meer Syed at the fort of Tippehghur in Berar, hearing 
of a body of the enemy colkaed in the neighbourhood, march^ 
upon them in tlie night, and put feven hundred to the Iwprdj 
this time, the emperor being much difpleafed 
of th©' Maharaja 'Jeffwunt Sing, in 

prince and Dilleer Khan, recalled him, turn Dekkan, and ordered 
him to Guzarat, lending *n hh mom Lohrafp Mahabut Khan, fca 
of the celebrated Mahabut Khan Jehaungeeree. This ameer, after 
death of his late majefty, left off beating the nobutas uf^, 
onIy*’#?;{^ at night and at daybreak he founded it a 

fliort timft‘%iteq^y:'i»^iaf..copl lefpea to the.mgnfog monarch 3 but 
durino' th« time '^iot cuftomary, from-fet- 

ting out until his arrival at the ground, his elephant drums, nevec 
ceafed, and at every - two miles one loud beat of the nolmt .wrfra). 
founded.. When he alighted, a, general difcharge of ■&«. artilli^ 
,'iyas given- . This :difpleafing' Aunmgzcbe, he was recalled 
plipinment of. Cabal 'to thc-prefenae,- and ihortljr.afei!'.oi^l^®> 
.con^|f4;|he^-' aimy in Dekkan. .i-He-had.tfered -tbo^^Wufe- 
hold ^|wdaat|.^*.^Da®®«|::^$to^«^'%pmnted 
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his fecond, was difgulled, and re(|nefted to he recalled. Mahahut, 
after paying his refpe<fts to the prince at Aurangabad, joined the 
army at Chandour, where he was vifited by Daood Khan, who, 
though an ameet of five thoufand, was not treated by him witii 
much attention j which encreafed that nobleman's difguft, and 
raifed it into enmity j but as the imperial affairs were in queftion, 
and,' i dependant on their agreement, he did hot chufe to fliew it 


the 


It was determined thati prior to ^ enga^g! in other fervice, 
fort of Aoont, which Sewajee had reduced, . Jhould be retaken. 
Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches ©n one fide, 
and .Daood^ others, fo as to forna a blcckade. ^ 

terles played for a whole month, when a breach being made on the 
fide of Mahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers of a 
ftorm, applied to Paood Khan, who let them pafs from the fort 
through his entrenchments, and fending his own men, took poffef- 
fion of the place. Mahabut Khan, as this was done without his 
knosyledge, was much offended, and their mutual hatred grew to 

The fort being properly garrifoned, the army 
marched to then cantoned for the rainy feafon 

inj'f&e pergunnah of Balneer’^f'liOt T>acKKi agreeably to his 

petition, was recalled to the prefehce. 

1082. Mahabut Khan, during the months of the rains, Ipeq|jb» tiiiie 
1671. in a cohtimiaf;.';rowd, of felHvity, giving im ' fO' "ipubMck 

affiiirs or the ..■pilfsilihent ^of army was cor- 

rupted by his Itomry and aidolent e&mplfe. He had brought in his 
train to Dekkan, four hundred dancing; girls, drOlls, and mimks 
of Cabml and l4hore, wfio' were, daily rewffded by prefents md 
. ;^vours. It at laff , reached the , emperor's ear, Aat Mahabut Khan 
in fecret combination with. Sewajee, whom he did not pufh to 
realities, nor punifli, as he had it in his power to do, 

■ Upon 
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Upon this, he was recalled to court, and Kofeultafli Khan ap- 
pointed in his ftead, who, with Dilleer Khan A%haun, Koottub 
ad Dien Khan, and others, coming from Guzanit, agreeably to the 
imperial orders, immediately beficged the fort of Sultanghur, de- 
taching for this purpofe Akhlaafs Khan Meana, Raow Amir Sing 
Chunderaowt, with their own and other troops. Kokultaih Khan 
marched to within fix cofs of Ahmednuggur to meet Mahabut 
Khan, who after the interview departed for court Intelligence 
now arrived, that |fae enemy had attacked Akhlaafs Khan, who, 
with Sing, fon of Raow Amir Sing Chunderaowt, 

being’ badly wounded, were taken prifoners. The raow himfelf, 
with many others, falling in the adion, the royal forces were de- 
feated, and all the baggage fell into the hands of the vidors. 
Bahadur Khan, upon this, marched day and night to overtake 
them, but upon his arrival at Noieher in Buggellana, learned that 
they had .fafeiy retreated to Kokun with all their plunder. 


A body of Aighauns in the fervice of Dilleer ^ 
committed great irregularities, and killed a traveHeti^S’^hadur Khan 
endeavoured to bring the murderers to f«niMhient, but they could 
not be apprehended, as they, always fceened each other ; upon 
which B^adur Khan, by way of example, to deter them for the 
futjure, drew out his artillery} but they, difregarding this, began 
to thid^, |^|&ets, when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abont fix 
hundred of were in- an infiant laid. dead on the plain. 

The prince Mahutotoifd;'..5||a^a?^-.j.was.'"»ei<»tlled from the govern- 
ment of Dekkan, and Bahadur Klian appointed to fucceed him. 
Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jaffier Khan, was entrufted with the 
care of the country of Buggellana. Jadoo Terrai Dekkannee aadj 
Seedee Hullall Khan were difpatched to protect Goolihtimbad 
MharatUs fr 9 m.„entering the- '.country on that 
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The prince Mahummud Matijiim having fhewn great favour to, 
and having an afFeiStionate regard for, Mohin Sing, fon of Raow 
Kerrun, on this account he was much envied by the prince’s fcr- 
vants, who wefe daily feeking for an opportunity to difgracc him. 
It happened that a tame deer, belonging to Mahummud Shaw, tlie 
meet tozuk, efcaping from his keeper, ftrayed into Mohin Sing’s 
couft, and was brought to him by his fervarits. He, not knowing 
whofe it was, and feeing it a fine animal, ordered it to be kept. 
The next morniiig^r . Sing was fitting in the hall of 

audience' with oid^f’dtfchdkitsr'be'fetf'^''&e'>:|ittee’s entrance, Ma- 
hummud Shaw came up to him, and began to .cavi. Though 
Mohin Sing repeatedly affured him that he would return the deer 
as foon as he went home, this did not fatisfy Mm j and advancing 
id 'the "feat, he exclai&ed,'**'' Send for -it .here 'inflantiy, c*T will 
*< not let you rife.'- Mohin Sing, upon this, being much en- 
raged, clapping Ms hand to his fabre, got up qiiickiy|:;and a ren- 
contre enfued, in which they each received feveral wounds. At 
length, fbme of the prince’s fervants rufhed together cm Mohin 
S%gj .who, being weak from iofs of blood, leaned againfl a pillar 
an armourbearer gave him another wound on the 
■head, aiid « ^ida^"'»ray on, the ground I but Ms femnts now 
gathered round 'Min,- receiving further hurt. 

Puddum Sing, Ms elder brother, who was fitting in another part 
b^fhe hall, hearing of Ms being wounded, now ran up, and with 
one’^fce of Ms fabre finifhed Mahummud Shaw; upop^ji^lh the 
prmcd’JSTervaUtSr-s^^^.Cpnfufed out of the .threw 

themielves over the 

body of to-*kdl,any ofte who fhould 

attempt^tb tdfcc 'it'AWuj'fwhcn'a 'number'"of ‘RaajepcNDto*,- belong- 
ing to Mm' "abd'his brotf^er, ■ entered' ;tlto fe^'i-with- a"pafeliquin,"'into 
which they ' ptit’ Mohitr Sing, 'nol yet- dead, and werd' '-advanced on 

way out as far as the flation of the rocket men, when the prince 
|ttsfbd the hall, but, feeing afl in cbnfufion, infiantly retire4?>«»d 





UbrdiyRisgi'.-f^o 


Sewajee at this time, having made a peace with the king of 
Hyderabad, and received promifes and affurances to his perfedt 
fatisfadion, went to vifit him. Adna* Pundit, the king’s minifter, 
though a man of great policy and cunning, and a rival of Sewajee 
in intrigue, was deceived by his fuperior art. It was agree4 
joining forces, they Ihould march againft the Beeja|x5re, 
divide what country they might conquer betyregn,, 
wards expel the Moguls from Dekfcan. ;3P*6ar nrft operation Was 
planned againft Tanjawer* a zemindaree belonging to Angojee^ 
Sevs'ajee’s half brother, tributary to Beejapore. 

’ _ 
SeT^|i^t*€ieordingly, having received a great fiim of money 

and iqrgp of. troops ftom . Hydctal^d,' marched for 

Tanjawer, and wrotd to vArpjJee to come and meet him. Angojee, 
not dreaming of his brother’s treachery, came from Tanjawer to 
Jinjee, agreeably to his requeft^ and they had an interview, at 
which Sewajee demanded the treafures which their father ^ahjee^ 
he-'faid,' had left' to- him. Angojee, now feeing:, no way for 
^tr^''^''.icMcane, humbly- mid his brother,; fhat„. the, fort 
jaw^l^^,;,||Ountiy,'' and every 'tbmg .he -had, 
which nMxnatiP'A fennnfkd ,{w,^^£h^i^.vrother 
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ordered ftri<3: fearch to be made for the murderer of Mohin Sing, 
but his domeftics concealed him. Puddum Sing, ftiipeding that 
the prince might be difpleafed and order him to be apprehended, 
refblved to . die in .that cafe on the fpot, and therefore continued 
ftanding, until raja Roy Sing Sefodia, an ameer of five thoufand, 
came and carried him in fafety to Mohin Sing’s houfe. 


Mohin Sing breath^ h& loft on rfibe road home, and his women 
burned themMyfi^|siip»‘,«rfth the corpfe. ' The prince was much 
affea# but, though he 'made much enquiiy, never 

eouW^i&d out the murderer. 


i 
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in his power, anti that he conhl fiom him what he pleafed i but 
for once he was deceived. Angojee having returned to his tents, 
fled the fame night, with a few confidential fervants, for Tanjawer, 
where he ^ved in twenty hours from Jinjee, which is diflant one 
hundreidr^hd twenty miles from that fort. Sewajee upon this 
plundered his brother's camp ; and having gotten poflefiion of Jinjee 
bj^ : treachery, as alfo of feme other forts belonging to Beejapore and 
•Hjderabad, into which he put his own garrifons, retreated, and then 
fent back the IJjrderabid ^^oops to their own country. Bahadur 
Khan hearing of the meeting between- Sewajee and the king of 
Hyderabad, marched into his territories; and having -exaded the 
payment of a large fum of money as a fine, returned to Ahmed- 
ooggur j where he remained fome time, andtlien encamped for tiie 
mlnS at the great tank of Ferrah Baug. Akhlaafs Khan Meana, 
Mohukkum Sing, and" others who had been wounded and taken 
prifoners at Sultanghur, being now rcleafcd, joined the. camp at 
Ahmednuggur ; and having paid their refpe<fi:s to Bahadur Khan, 
were re-eftabliftied in their different ranks. Jadoo Terrai Dekkan- 
nee and Seedee Hullall, who had been fent for the proteaion of 
having been reprimanded harfhly by Bahadur Khan 
on their neighbourhood, -in refentment, 

;deferted to Sewajtee% ar&y4;-??'-iAa, invaded the 

imperial territories, Bahadur Khan marched from Ahmednuggur, 
and, leaving mofi: of his baggage in the fort of Candahar, ad- 
vanced with all fpeed in purfuit of the enemy to the fp^^^ Ram* 
geer,- leaned that they had left ^ two days 

before,' after; pls^fsrfeg of the 

■ wives ■ of the- khan, arriving in the 
Vicinity of Hyderabad^ -'plundered and ;la-id,^wiftft« 'fome places, at the 
inftigatipa ofoE^illeer Khan-. ' Intelligence iWas brought#, that the 
enemy, ’ who had been at Ramgeer, were now divided into two 
f|»dies, one of which had pafied on the border of the Hyderabad 
';j?^itDries into their own country, and the other near Terk Chandeh 
V‘' .'''‘‘■'IS;.' ' ' . '■ were 


1 
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■ware pluncJeriag the imperial poAhiBons. Baiaadur Kh^ di^atched 
Dilker Khan, Koottub ad Dien Khan, and other chiefe, after the 
enemy, who had retreated homewards, and marched in purfuit of 
the other body himself; fending Bakee Khan and Futtach Khan 
with the artillery and baggage to Aurangabad. He came up with 
and engaged the enemy at a pafs near the fort of Antour. Raja 
Shujaun Sing Bondela, and his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul 
cavalry, formed the adwca^' gnsfd. .The memy ftood firm for 
fome time, til Sondela charged the grand body in con« 

troops of Balcheram ; when, after a tot fornggle, 
they fifed, and the royal army purfuing them till night, took much 
jlpoi and many horfes, which had been feized from merchants, to 
whom they were moftly reftored, Bahadur Khan marched the 
next day through the pafs of Antour, and the day after refolved to 
reach Aurangabad, which was fixteen cofs diftant. A few officers, 
who had rode on before, fell in with fomc thoufands of the enemy, 
and defended themfelves on an eminence till the army 
when they fled, and Soopkerrun Bondela purfued 
cofs, and killed above four hundred, taking ^ts fon 

Raow Dulput was wounded. Tlje next <i4y fehadur Khan arrived 
with the army at Aurangabad, aixi encamped fome time in the 
neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and 
»«n his gallant officers, and, in return for their forvices, re- 
comniil|^:jl^m. to his .imjefty for promotion to higher rank. He 
next marchi^»,iEip|n 'j^urangabad to Satterah Battefah, thirty cofe 
diftant, where he eiiafitped.il ^Diftea Khkni^with his detachment, 
had purfued the enemy as far as the fort of Merrooje in Beejapbre, 
when hp returned with much plunder taken from them. As the 
Mharattas had for the two laft fpriag harvefts made kcurfions in^ 
Ipjandelhe, throu^ the hilk of Badlaghant, SalmdurKh« 
rfid^^, ^ to be . ereifted in each ■ paft, . . and ■ 'artifiety, with„;.^iyr 
.fiationed k.them., • 'Accordingly, they^,wfe^.;|ipi' at 

fpi..' It"' ' ■ 
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tee> Raujdehr, Baknehwaa* Deogam, Rajorah, Dilleerpore, and 
three or four other places.' 

This year died Koottub al Moolk, fultanof Hyderabad} and, 
leaving ' behind him no male children, was fucceeded by Abou 
.Hohfiiim who had married his eldeft daughter ; a perfon of a moft 
jdefcsiifehed charadter } but, to the furprize of all, upon his acceifion 
to the throne he threw off every bad habit, and became both an 
©Stcellent imn and prince. According to cuftdm, he fent am- 
baffadors to the imperial ' court with pfhper 'offerings, which were 
received, and a gracious firmaun returned in adfwer. 

- IVfchabut Khan, on his arrival at court from Dekkan, 
pointed ' fecond time to the government of Cabul } but' again 
dilplaced in a fbOit time after, and died on the road in his way 
to the prefence. He was a chief poffelied of true no.biJityi and a 
great encourager of brave foidiers, of whom he had always a fine 
houfehold body. He had a reliance on the Raajepootes, in pre- 
ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Afghauns ; and, when in Dek- 
;a thoufand of the former with him, to whole 
charge of his haram and fleeping apart- 

i'belOT^'ei m'imtmfub'.and other' honours on 
Beejajee* N:^ick, a' capital zemindar of Dekkan, whofe fon had 
married Sewajee’s daughter, and was a chief of great gallatrtry 
and'.rej^tation. , * ■' 

4, : • ;Bahadte&h^,^leafBiag'.'tha|ttl^fMiiifei'^^ ' in 

3. the‘='neighfaBufho©^'iif:Robn 4 lli^l^ift 'Ms' ''baggage at Chummar Koon- 
dah} ahd'b^'forCefd'''iMatthes" came' up- with- 'andvgave-thto-a fig'nal' 
- defeat, ih-Wfiteh- Soopkerrttn'-Bofiddla ''behaved with-' particular gal- 
' lantiyr, ■' He ' theft''!'feved'''to"Buttagaum, - fiwent^^ from 

ip^ednuggur,' on the^ banks’ of the Beeimrahi a river feparatipg: 
l|t|§||i|rderabad ■ territories, from' 't-hcfe of Beejapore, and wfakfe-tes 
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its Jburce from the mountains of Kokun at a plaice called Bhamean 
Sunkree, near the fort of Loeghur. Here Bahadurj to perpetuate 
his memory, built a fort and eredled a magnificent palace, which 
he called Bahadur Ghur. Dulput Roy Bondela was prorhoted 
to the rank of three hundred, and the fons of Bahadur Khan, 
Mirza Houflun and Mirza Mhouffun, were honoured with the 
titles of khan. Inder Mun Bondela was appointed to command 
the nation of Goolfhunabad. Sutt^al, the fon of Chumput Bon- 
deia, difgufted a%|i0t:‘‘3feding promotion, and being in diftreffed 
circumft^llfesf "^^ent over to Sewajee. j hut, as he placed little con- 
fidence in the people of Hindooftan, after Ihewing him fome civilities, 
he gave him his difmiffion j upon which, finding himfelf without 
refource, he returned to his own country, where, colledting his 
dependants, he raifed a rebellion, and poffeffed himfelf of great 
part of the zemindaree. 

About this time died Ali Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore* wfiofe 
anceftors were defcendants of the emperors of Turky.vi 
prince of the Ottoman family, was entrafied. hy^|i^iitefBer to the 
care of a merchant, through fear of the hfdther, then emperor. 
The merchant coming to Damaun Brought the young prince with 
him, and from thence travelled to Dekkan, where, fortune be- 
his charge, he founded the kingdom of Beejapore, ;fi:iling 
himfe§^|^^'„^dil Sh^w, and ere^ed the citadel of Beejapore, 
which beafS’’li»;'i^m^|t..tt. Ali. Was 'fucceeded by his lonBccunder, _an 
infant. Khouafs’'i^S^'%dbfiiee, ^fa«rit■e ' of Ws father's, was 
entrufted with his education and the command of the fort. Ahd al 
Kerrccm Meatta, the fon of Abd al Raheem, fon of Belole Khapj; 
(yvho* in the reign of the late emperor Shaw Jehaun, had follow^ 
%' 'fortunes of'fOiaii Jehaun -Bodi, apd cfcaped with,hit»:-:fi-om 
Ai^|^;,^pon' his death entering fiffi into the fervicc'iof 
afterwards of th^.^Beejapore prince^ 
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1085. One tlie 4 eath of AH Adi SbsiWj, Sewsjee, inteading to mducs 

, 1674. country, and marif Ms &xi Sambah to the dtu^teir of Rwftum 

Raow, with ropj: 'i^&indQur and watgiificcnoe, ia order to. divert 
from him thr uMpeirial arms, that be might be at liberty to ^e- 
cui^ his he^aEu to intrigue for that purpofe. difiaifl^ 

and HulMl Khaa, who had deferted to him from the 
army, telling them M could not keep them, as he new 
t© ajk, fijr peace. Theie chieife having at the interceflion of 
%@^erK»i4 Bottdeia heenl.pafdon^^^ by Bahadur Khan, returned to 
hia camp?* shvp %ht depimes, prclents of an ele- 

phant? m^y- witieSi. to Bahadin: KhWit toqaefthig.a truce, till 
through hi intoreil ;&WgweDei of his crimes frow t^ S^tper^- 
Q3«ld/ fes:-;/f?ydlied,i:, .upon thfi-.arriy 4 of which,, '£ the. 

' ' fijn to;,«;®nds^,hiin»' he.- would, fuhimt-ta his clemeitoyi- 

Bahadur Khan, nq| aware of his intriguing erai„ confentcd< to a 
truce, and immediately fent off an exprefs to the emperor, . then at 
j^uflun Abdaf on das bordeKs. of; Cabuh whicb arrived at court in 
thirteen days. A firmaun was ilEied in rej^y, that he fliould he 
ca^oua not to be deceived, by the Mharatta, aini before he formed 
.JVfellek Berkhordar, who knew the. artMce, 

Se i'l^^^^^; >(g^|(fi| enh.al fcrvants of his own, to found his 

ccanmunicate to 

emperor, who wpuH thctogive foitheaf onfors. 

Baij^ur Khan, , upon the arrival of the firmaun, 

Ipian- and Gongaram Guz arato^J^ ^^bte- of 
1]^ '<wn,, . Thia.,ci:a% 

politician,, who 

and p<^«fs,himfolf l|e%gng to Beejapore, 
recdved_ Aer;d^pi|t;ies at .^airee,,.andffe>r.,^e hr^;^y^,tr^ed tMm 
with all cujftc|mfi|yrlhonppi^tlt. h#i thg jw:xt*|,,, ,®tye thfm a final. 

' ^ faying,;. What fopeficiity; hss yow n^fter gained ov^|,i^ 

■ . ' ^ foould confer^;.: tf fiihafiiBon?: Be gone Ipeedily^^np' 

^ f ifonce. 
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« keaee, or you will be difgraced.” Ujpon bearing this, the 
aSrighted dfeputies returned with an account of tieir. reception to 
Bahadur Khan, who forwarded it to court. The emperori out of 
his atwindant kindnefs, to confole the mortified khan, promoted hkn. 
to the rank of ferni thou&nd horfe and the title of Khan Jehaui* 
Bahadur Kokultafh Zuffir Jung i his elder brother, named Muzzuffir 
HoulEin, to the title of Azuaa Khan and rank of fix tboufand i 
and his fonsi, one to the fkl© of Khaii', atod the other, of 

Isfuferut Khaai- cornrhands. 

BShadur Khan upon this promotion kept a grand feftiml, to 
which he invited Namdaur I^an,’ the Ton of Jaifier Khan, from 
Buggellana j and g^ve away among the amras and their followers, 
thirty one elephants, above five hundred horfes, two thoufand de- 
gant dw]&!, befidtes fwords, aimomr and other vahiabie artkles. 


Khan 

fhouid 


unexp* 
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fliould march from Beejapore to Burrapore on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, where he would meet him. Accordingly, both parties 
moving to the place appointed, magnificent tents were pitched; 
but, as the waters of the Kiftnah fuddenly rofe very high, Zuffir 
Jung went ih boats to the camp of Kihouafs Khan, from wbence» 
after fome converfation, he brought him back with him to his own, 
and|;gaTChim and all his followers a grand entertainment and rich. 
P^fents. Mutual alliances were entered into, and the daughter of 
Khouafs Khan was betrothed to Nufierut Jung, the fecond fon of 
Zuffir Jung j ' aftei* Which the' two chiefe took.Jpave of each other, 
and deputed to execute their intended pur|iofeSi 1 ' •, 

Abd a'l . Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs Khan, y^ «OI« 
caihpedf &t the difiance of . tweWe miles, and Dunnanut conveyed to 
him all the particulars of the interview between Zufiir Jung and his 
mafter, infidioufly dbferving, that if the Hubihee Ihould mahe the 
fort and kingdom an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, it would 
put an end to Abd al Kerreem’s and his own fortunes. 

„ who was eager to obtain the regency, de- 

term!hedri^?^t^||t/bf^ confining Khouafs Khan on the 

but'-'‘fe';'^|^.^infof^e4 of his , treachery, , left 
the camp and baggage at Alingah, forty miles from the city, to 
which he departed fuddenly in the night, and thus defeated the 
'defigiw of his enemy. On Abd al Kerreem’s arrival at 
a negotl^ti(|u,,C3|,f^cp|iciIiation was fet on foot, ||;^^ft|^^■i^^lOuafs 
&n, ’wlth,\#fow^-4tendaats, to encourage 

the Afghauns'f ahd;.;,^er7.the^_uw4jcerefo0^^^^ meeting, retired 

with Abd al; Kerreem opy, to! confult ifi a pnvstte apartment. On 
notice bemg ^yen that Khizyer Kh^n Punnee, a principal ameer; 
was approacli^g^.^bdal Kerreem left foe room, as if to meet him,' 
.^1 foe door Was font immediately after him, and Khouafs Khah-; 
;*i|||a,,|>rifoner under a'firong guard. Jumfoeed, a Have of 
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al Kerreem’s, got into the fort without oppoiition ; and jfooft after 
he, with Khizzer Khan, entered, and treating with fhekh Mun- 
naje and the other Dekkanees, perfuaded them to march againft 
Sewajee, towards the river Kiftnahj after which he put Khouafs 
Khan to death. 


Soon after this, Abd al Kerreem difpatched Khizzer Khan, 
towards the Kiftnah, with inilfiidtibns to affiffihate fliekh Munnaje. 
Khizzer Khan’ tfiil ptirpofe invited him to an entertainment. 

mplied with the invitation, and had left his tents, 
when on the road he heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num- 
ber of armed men in concealment to murder him. The Ihekh, 
notwithftanding, proceeded, and when Khizzer Khan came to 
meet him, alighted and embraced, but llabbed the treacherous 
nobleman while he had him in his arms, efcaped, and joined his 
troops bn -the other fide of the river. A feuffle enfued bctween i|h.e 
Afghaun and Dekkanee attendants, in the - fquare pi" 
which many were flain on both lides, ' ' . . 


Shekh Munnaje retired to AdbneeJ ^^hb! being joined by Seedec 
Mufibbdi Syed Mukhdobm,* ■ Khan; and other Dekkan 

lords, made an alliance with Kafil Koor, a principal zemindar, who 
had a confiderable force, and it was refolved between them, to 
attack Abd-alKeiteem' and cut him oif. 

Abdal Kerreem 1:)eii'^'lh'i^ftt’4#bf’*tlib"unw of the Dekkanees,' 
prepared a confiderable army, and marched to oppofe them ; when 
a defperatb battle was fought near the fort of Shaw Doneghur, 
twelve cols from Adonee, in which many chiefs yvere killed on both 
'fid#s, and. it was doubtful to whom .'remained the .yidloty, 
i zerriindar, ' was ‘ 'filin; At ^ ' night A 
the ahd ' bncAtap^d on' the ' 'j 
Dekkahee^!!tok^i&g’'itt'’^mght conducted 'their 


-donee, 

moft 
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prf of to wont over to the tofr W wd 

took up his jrefidence m ICoolbOTga m iws 
Z -i* Hr force much 

jtpo«. wto be put n, te* 

the infti^tor of fuch fatal fadion, and leizmg au ms wvw 
-e.^ wUh the money, thus 

:ratiori, that •■ He who digs a pit for another, often &1U mto 

' hteiHf/* 

' ■ ' ' ""«tta8 teded -Ibie'' fepttM , territories near 

AnmSlId, and Kto Jehann pwfmng them, ^^ged^d de- 
AnrtmgaW, a^ _ £ i 

'SitSfeb' chafed- ditni' as hr as the'&rt of Cfambef iri^m , 
can^.feMlrgeiice'of theritoprifonment f 

Kho^ Kto wJSa difappotated Kto Jehauns 
he leweftoted the a&ir to court j after which he retofned to the 

m Orders came from the emperor, 

cantonments at Bahadur onur. v^rucia 

that he ihould endeavour either to take Abd al f 

Or:piH^ him to death, and befiege Beejapore ^ 

- to Khan Jehaun. and departed inftan% on 

■ from court'tO'-Dekkan. 
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Khan Jehaufi having made the aeceffary preparations for the 
w|r againft Beejapore, ordered Iflaam Khan Roomee, 
rnm^^Hduffein and paftja of Bufforah, who 
wJfli' thfe-'Affi^ap'&aw years fince, and was 

ment *** 

given m Raow to .'the' banks of &e 

Beemrah, 'tm cofe &mi ^olapdrejf: where he waited '’tor ‘the 

of his tmops, •■"- ' ^ '• 

‘:^%«i4bd al Kerreem 'Kham. having.- hsft Beejapore, with a gre^ 
at Ahiwideei about fix cofs diftanti upon whleh» 

Khan 
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KIlEtt JehEun. lent the wotnen of his carnp» with his own and the 
fiiperfinous baggage, to Sholapore, and ftationing what he meaned 
to carty wittT him on this fide the Beemrah, which was at this 
time very- high, croffed with the troops, and formed his difpofition 
of battle. On this day, Raow Raaje Sing Rhatoree, commanding’ 
the advanced body of the army, who had been long ill, died on the 
march. Shekh Munnaje and Ihekh Mahummud Juneedee, having 
agreeably to promife arrived fiom Rooibnrga, were introduced to 
Khan Tehaun bv rala ”Soopkerrun Bondela, and received a prefent 
m.^‘^oL!^ndoL-Uck of rupees. Next day the two 
armies prepared for engagement. Koottub ad Dien Khan with 
the advance, Iflaam Khan on the right, with the corps of Sbopker- 
run Bondela, Ihekh Munnaje and others, Raow Anoop Sing, Rag- 
onaut Sing Mharatta, Bocheraje Cutchwai and others, on thp left, 
having formed, the battle commenced. The enemy charged 
furioufly .in front of Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them 0c 
twice.witii great lofs,,when their ammunition beiiig expen^^|||;^$p 
Khan ordered up llores, .clofe to- his elephant, an^, 
men, when a fpark unfortunately lighting J^&hhty of car- 

tridges, they blew up, kfliing and wounding a great number i but 
to add to the melancholy event* .the khan’s elephant being %ht- 
,ened at the explofion, became ungovernable, and ran into the 
where,' flie khan, his fon, and the driver^ withTome ' 
'hcWllMyWMowed. their leader, were foon cut: tO'.pieces j but 


the' elephdyii&#lp 0 ;.:©§ceki^:' fevera hack without his 

.houdah, which had"'beenr»t:rfi»S:feaGfc..' ■'flie heat of the battle' 
next feil'bn Soopkerrun Bondela, who, together with £hekh Mun- 
naje and: Other chiefs, was wounded. The left win^ was; 
'i|»g«lged*,'. and: Raow Kibber^ing Rhatoree, 

with Raow Raaje Sipg, and the other Raajepoote_^««f 
,,^j[perat«ly, -were-: wounded. ■■ Great numbers on^^-‘J^^ppies 

^ hu 
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v^ithput d.cpufiv'c on c^thc^ |ido% rom^no^ on 

this i^de the river, throw ^P. enWeachinOhls bi? cgmp» a»d 

fcrtiiied them, ^ The A%¥w||8 

m^de an ^t£jf%v;-'iS>C>n ,th? M§g^ ^ ^ 
greftt |!^„- 5 >f plupderod* f>^-,»wn\hers to dc^ii ind 

ca^|if^«|^’foc|ii .o^^tho j^llower? of the G^p ^s php^i &» diat> 

frp|^,|u^a;^.’'and thofuidea, rife of die rivor. il. w toger remained 
in jt^O pp,wer pf the imperial army to oppofe the Afghauns. K»f«. 
tnii; ^d, Dienjpji%jj, W^h. of Khan Jehaun, foimed a* 

trupoi aA<i'‘'^p* army ^encecroffipg'rt^ py^'^|ll!t,i^uiinaje was 
dKpatched to Koolbwga, to if poffihk of diatfor- 

tret. At thia^tim^.Meer JKhm mmi tom die.;,pift»pf^-and; 
%_ptorfcieBeemrah,.PPAGCOwt of the ram ftillicontipi^v 
eii^ifell^/^ipgh, it.,was;,t^e.ed &«. ^ p.re/ep%, fhaf the fort cf- 
fhonld ho«tahea ftom the fon& of Khizzer Khan P«nnee. 
whoreteedtee- K,han Jehaun accordingly marched,. apd began 
ht approaches. Ra)a Mer Mun Bondela, agreeably to orders# 
jo,ip6d the camp from Goolfliunabad. Mahpmmud Atta, a foa of 
Kl^ being wounded hy a cannon foot, died. Akhlaafe. 

Kl^':|||^ll|p^^_„aflault on the town, belonging to the^ fort#, 
and ^he infogation of the Afghauna 

%^\,refpoS^>.l»'.onia<Kpnnt of their connec-. 
hy toibe, j^Vjijig moved from Beejapore, crolTed the Beemrah 
with a con^derable force, to the relief ofTulderruk; upon whichr 
KJ^fa.|efc^; 5 ^;^t^ proper to raife the fiege and marcK|p!.|«fccive 
tlw, :;>. AMjdiKcrreem eiicamped within_^^^h^jpdtesW.thft- fort# 

andii# ^Ipi^ed 

was 'fe' fpei*,;^ ’#j^^;ap|M»^lte4.''.yet by the , adyice '.of ^ Dilteer 
Khan^ai^ ,.Otll 0 fs» haying .left ’Runmnfr Kbaii-fof/.,dto proteK^n, of 
.the baggag^y. ■ a, |sdl|©,', Commenced., , A , body of. Afgha^ns. from- Abd 
al-Kerreem"^ lihp>:"aiid another . from,. tho..foit,»',.haviag^ formed a 
jli^^fon, charged' ’in 'foSe roaff. .of Khan. Jf^up's. army, and th^.,- 
crotSed a. watwourfo#-,deep and muddy, withBoelle-* 



bklllf M nmA% 

Wftjf Cuf^tiMi itid Rkgomut Sing Mllaj?itfa/ ''d|s|)toifed itte 
Bochemaje was killed fighting gallantly, and the latter, with 
others, was wounded. Koottub ad Dien Khan, charging to their 
affiftaflce, preferved the wounded fi-om being cut to pieces. Abd 
al Ketreem trying to gain the fort during the night, his baggage 
Waa plundefed, and Ktert jehaUh followed him within cattnon foot 
of the walls. After fome days the army eiicafopisd at Khaut- 
kaloon, eight colfe ’ Sing, at the 

requeft of- honoured with the title of raja. 

i minifter to About Houffun, king of Hyderabad, had 
Abd dl Ke'rreena with'ltoo^s and'-moneyi ’'but^fe^fog {hat; 
c^poiltion cOfild"'hot'ift the the-'im|)feri^' _a^yj, 

retreated <0 hi# OWnf codnliy. Abd al Kerfeofo, after remaining d 
month in Tulderruk, returned to BeejaporO. Rhafi Jdhitit feat M 
dewan Luckeram, to bring over fome Beejapore chiefe, who, hail 
taken tefege-at Hyderabad, as 'alfo' the troOpS' of; that mfo, 
ham,- aiid- matehe^d ftt pstfuk of Abd al KOrfoea^ tdWa&rda'C 
rah. . 'foirmifoe's hafppehed bn the- 

baBe'd together the Defefeanees/a«#<fflbl' Beejaporees, 
■U^ had fied to difierent places; Seeifee Mufaood, Sheerza Khan, 
and Others, joined. Luekeratn btdught an army from Hyderabad, 
and' had alfO effe(3*ed a truce With Sewajee. Four .thoufand hOrfci, 
fpfcifoy*; differ imperial’ fojedaarSj, and a number of ^ther troops, 

army w^s how oolledfod, fo^deht ’to reduce 
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’ * were thus fitualfed, the Asfghauii Chiefs' < 

1^14 wmy, bdfbf I^ega'rd to- their ^ tribe, priv^fo]^'fenk’'rii'e#^ 

if this taR army foouidmirci.tp'^'^*^* 
’ Jllis|'a33lfo§‘.i-W<Md be’ ruS^ed”;^aA’ rciicmptipp^j' ,fo' 

Would' be to make;j 



itfb 

s' 4* > , ' ' ’ ’i" ‘ 


tmop$ 

would 


44 - 


AURUNGZEBE's operations in dekkan. 

would be difperfedi and be be W Blxaiy regulate bis govcMi- 
me'nt. ' , ■ , ' ' 

Abd al , R$itec3fti, liftening to this advice, entreated ptace of 
Khan Jehj^pbV proadbog that if the imperial army flaould move to 
the of the Seemrah, he would come to meet him,i and 

bbat he would fend Akhlaafs Khan to condud himto an 
interviejv ; after which he would fubmit to any conditions he might 
impofe,, as Ite fubjed. 

^ deliberating on the difcordant ftate of his 

army, agreed p his requeftsj and having fent away po;apiBii^ries 
to countries, moved , from Hingeh, a^ ©loamp^*^', 



A.H»io86. ''’■Kjian'''Jfeh!adnV agreeably to the requeft of Abd^al 'jK-tanreem,' 
A. D. 1676, his brother Afehlaafs Khan to meet him, and a few days after- 
i^ds difpatched alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A letter arrived 
.h Munnaje, that now there was an opportunity, Virhich, 
Alinder, he would feizc, of acquiring the 
*>:Al^#i^erreem requefting that Dilleer,,Khan 
0 ‘*¥#eive hh^^tott'a.’lehaun leit,^him -at Angul- 
)Ce^' and wenf himfelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon- 
g^^^ his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fon to Collinder Khp^ 
tB.I:''®®a 3 pr. of 2u£Hrabad Bieder, to fhefeh Mimna 
the with him, got admil^qpii^sli&^lliufga by 
treachery,: and 'hating- dopfinedy^^^gc^f 5l..me'';|;^ ; put -the 

pkce'mto to -orders^ returned to Khan 

^ehauh, ; Jdiauri^'feagh :‘Eiumiu||>;-KJ»W=;:inpde. Iprcpifes 

"of ihun&bs-'&d>"prcfentS to; the fon8.,asd -?dependnn|»^^i^ ;Khizzer 
■'^han, and’fehdingliis'OwahuJthlhi,^ A% ad-;i;>ie|i;'h;;^n,-,to diem,, 
evacuated ^"the fort ■;ef-^1^;Uldeiru4;, when' Zpfiirhuggur, 'coipi^' 
>d Tumnee, was aliofted for the refidence of theij? 

lies. 
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After Voting :Tulderrvik, and ordering meafupes for itsfafety, 
he returned to camp, and difpatched to court an account of his 
operations j which meeting the emperor’s approbation, the fons of 
Khan Jehaun were promoted to higher rankj Muzzuffir Khan to 
the title of Himmut Khan Bahadur, and Nufferut Khan to that of 
Sippedar Khan. Raja Inder.Mun Bondela dying, at the requeft of 
Khan Jehaun, his zemindaree apd the title of raja were conferred 
upon his fon JeffwuntSiagw 

having left Beejapore with Akhlaafs Khan, 
and dfedclfed with. . the fons of Koottub- ad Dien Khan, who had 
died: on the road,i]met iDilleer lencamped abdUt four 

cofs from Alinder j and Khan: JeKaun> iagr«abiy to his promtfes, 
having . pitched a moft iplendid tent, with poles and ornaments of 
filver, went in the greateft pomp and magnificence, attended 
the amraa, to receive him. Abd, al Kerreem Khan dnd 
Khan, .with’ all the ^Afghauns 'in them train,, advanced,;. 
chie:^ firflj.met -fitting on- their elephants, . and, , 
comptowits^: alighted at the tentj .whon,|s'K^®0™iOTn‘'pfe ente 
. Abd .al Kerreem with elephants, horfe^' nnd arms, ornaments o 
"jewels, trays of rich cloths, as alfo the tent, and proper carnages 
{or its conveyance. After converfation, he difmiffed him to is 
c^p, and returned to his own. Mallek Berkhordar, agreeabW to 
the emptWr’f 'Orders, was .fent as refident to J^cjapore, ^ . a 
Ruffool WtiimOrnm, :»|^inted .feeiladakhof K<»iburga, Colhndec 
Khan of TulderruC'^a--' "by 'tbe’ title, of daun 

Bass Khan, , , , . ' . ^ 

■' f! .a. i, i.tii * ^ ^ ix J 

f( i- : Abd alKerreem -Khan and Dfflfeer, Khah. being^diff#sfied 
^ltelt|iS^'‘4iSiving''got'‘pofleffioit of’ Ihijdeferuk! i-and- Koolbutg^; :^ ^^* 
fchemes'th^ had fcOTneifrom'the,ihl|aiif 


made pfi 



,iti©ps to .court, fetting forth, 


R had 
kan.- 
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»g©3| king of JBeojaporo, ;io4 &iwaJoi* ^idid:not wii^-,vigOttP 
in Hs government! .bat thm if ke |3iul4 eal|cd to the prefenoot 
an4. proper affiflapoO',;®t5brdod^ themi:.,tk^,if?0»id'4WE^ Hj^dortbad 
into the imp^^.-pdiTefliw witkiwt , 

. Jehann,. with Abd^al ..ICorroom '.and 'fho, wie 4 -!«ri»if% 

iiwolpd;;fix», 4!^^ to Koolbnrga,. .and it was.agr«d 
fHouw go fhortly againfl: Hyderabad. They viftted tlh© tomb of ibo 
famous {yed ^a|,up^pi,^^p9-de|au;?;, who flouriflied in the reign 
of Bha^ne^ a ' pagoj^wt .edifice, covered 

mth » "dorne*,, U the, middle of.aa.jestejifive ccsjrt* ;■■ 'Mmj rf hi,s de* 
fcendants.,repQfi;. nor. .the. feint, 'Over whom they lmf«...«reii%ddofln«s9* 


gfeft|;,fw».&,#ftijEtofiey • were ..annually offered io ■ tifeem 
ymvi'siffldlpfelht^fc-r Beejapore and Hyderabadji hi 

Mminte 'in:,(tip’ wanity,,,.§Kry .year gay® rkh prefeirts# and 
many, vallago: weie.aflignedrby. both binj^.t# defray die:fa8penfe8 of 
tomb. When it came into- the imperial pofieffion* Anrungisebe 
farnas upon, it, ■ There- h almoft a contiami (hfienn 
_ of .tbo fakt, who gemwdly ,c©n»; » 
idp1^.|^^|^|M.p#^l^^jQd,their tim® in an afiuqace andl lw>‘ 

tid'^feip^SiXiTherf .am'^thb- at .Koot* 
bm^. many Wnbs.:af^■lhte■Bllamame■■^dngs. of Defefeanv la the 

Ihpukhres ofLadee Apftt 
iifer, ^ tod', her cfaildfcen !. and at 

%e mperbr, 'd^^tedjby be&m . mentioned, re-? 


AHETOG-SSEBEV OPEKA'f1K»rs. IN' DEnCAN. 

B3I©®r IChsQ &i3.(i A.hd. Keircem iSiarcJi^jJ tli© army to 
MuJkeh, a fort tea cofs from Kooiburga, which belh| hut of Kttle 
ilrength, the befieged evacuated it in the night, and fled to join the 
iOeklcaiiees, who made iuch o|!^|X}iitK)n, that the Ai^hauns 
not even dare to look, towards Hyderabad. There now fell a con** 
timial rain, and tlie fcarcity of grain in the camp became exceflive. 
Skkmilhes between the two armies oi^ourred for tlvo months toge- 
their daily. Mahumniiad Beg biaijmander of' the artillery, 

SerafrauZ K,ha:aT-^ie^4lid'‘"*atid his ions, with many other imperil 
offi^#% ; !W#6S‘il€unde The other Afghauns who had an enmity 
to ftiMittiuft IChan and the fon® of Khizsjer Khan, for having given 
op the fort of TuMerruk, did not affi# them » the day of battler 
but, as they had a feled body of their own, they ^kntly flood firm 
in the fieli^ Were wounded, and great numbers of thek fblower® 
kdleA . 

The troops of Abd al Kerreem being dfiftrefied, i&lqite<f ^ 
iHMisbetS j that the tide of ill fortune tamed agai^ i " 

and* it became impoffible to remam mach ioniy^ ttie enemy's 
cototry, Dilleer Khan therefore, on' this ^ account, and to ple^e 
Abd al Kerreem, fijr whom he entertained the utmoft friendfhip,. 
and who had been taken ill, fet on foot a negotiation of txuce with 
theT>«^anees, and began to retreat towards Koblhufga, intehdKttg 
to leave lit' &|ieffiuou^^ there, and after fupplymg himfelf 

with provifions^^^lS'l^i^'krfptsck'them,''' ■ •' '■ '■ ' 

The fl'rft day’s march the Dekkanees- did not moleft hifoj hnt 
©n the fofcohd, looking bn the Afghauns as running ayray, ^ppear^. ’ 
in great nutoh<srs». attacked the ^ baggage, kaied'ht|ndfeds d? ppe^j^;!;’, 
att#i,i#i[i«|uired an 'imnaehfe.phmd'erl- ' %e 'fight contmued'^fr*?'' *" 


3th-fet, when fhe^ toyal arrii; 




dig 

weife. 
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wells before the- camp could be fupplied^ w Aklilaafs 

Khan aL Runmuft Khan Punnee commanded the nght wmg. Abd 
al Kerreem the left, Dilleer Khan proteaed tte baggage, and 
Soopkerrun Bondela, with Ghierut and Muzzuffir, nephews o 
Dilleer Khan, were ftationed in the rear of the whole j but though 
ther had above eight thoufand horfe, it was difficult to quit their 
Ration, Soopkerrun Bondela, his fon Dulput ^ 

Raaiepoote chiefs, having confulted together, reprefentdd to Dilleer 
Khan that it was impoffibl? fo remain hero loh^r, as the army 
muft periffi from want of pfovifions. This advice h^d a prope 
effea, and the chiefs being all united, foMhe royal honour, and 
their own prefervation, at length marched, days 

could only move ten cofs, when they arrived at Koolburga. 
Dekkanees, who were full feventy thoufand in number, feldom 
ceafed from the attack I but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended 
the Raajepootes, the enemy did not prevail. The. Raajepootes 
upon this trying occafion ffiewed aftomffiing inftances of valour; 
but which to relate would appear as vain boafting. Mahummud, 

ad Dien Khan, was ^ 

the ^ c'amp was' .without grain 

the poorer f«t obliged to eat the roots of the plaintain and 
date tree, from which nutnbbM’ were! I^ken ill? ffiortly 

after of diforders in the bowels. 

As Abd al Kerreem was fo dangeroufly ill as to bej^pronoun- 
ced paft recovery, Dilleer Khan negotiated j^ioe^^tween him, 
Seedee Mufaood, and bringing them 

together for a coherence.: vifits were ex. 

changed between the chiefs of botli armies, and it was agreed that 
Abd al Kerreem ffiould deliver up, the citadel of Beejapotc to See- 
dee Muiaoodi who fhould then pay off the arrears to all the troops. 
Ahd al Kerreem fbon after died, and Dilleer Khan delivered up his 
fbS l^d al Raooff for education to Seedee Mufaood, who proniifed 
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to let him fucceed his father in the command of the army. The 
Dekkaiiees then returned to Beejapore, where Seedee Mufaood 
delayed to pay the arrears of Abd al Kerreem’s troops, and they 
offered nuraberlefs indignities to his fon, who had inherited but 
little property from his father. The foidiers proceeded to fuch ex- 
tremities and clamour for their pay, as to feize every thing he had, 
not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of the women, which 
they forced from them without regard to common refped and de- 
cency for the hpiiour of their chief. While the young man was 
thus ufedt^hy his own tribe, the treatment he experienced from 
llrangers ihay eafily be imagined. Diileer Khan returned with his 
army to the imperial provinces, thus ending, without any advan- 
tage, a very expenfive and difgraceful campaign. 

Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not finding him- 
felf treated fo gracioufly as ufual, abfented himfelf from the durbar, 
and refigned his rank and commands; upon which Aurungzebe 
obferved, that he had no occafion for pomp, and commanded him 
to refign his equipage and tram. Accor^|ly, the' khm made an 
offering of his elephants, horfes, and otKef enfigns of dignity, to 
the emperor, who, however, after fome time, was gracioufly 
pleafed to recall him to the prefence, and reftore him to all his 
honours. Raja Jeffwunt Sing Bondela, fon of the late raja Inder 
Mun, joined the army in Dekkan with a force befitting his rank. 

Diileer Khan receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- 
peared near Zuffirabad Bieder, having left his baggage at Porundeh 
with Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfue them; and having, 
defeated them and cleared the country, returned to pafs the rains 
at Bahadur Ghur. Intelligence arrived that Sewajee had detached a 
force againft the fort of Joneer. Abd al Yezzeez Klian, tiic go- 
vernor^, was a perfon of much experience and gallantly. Three 
hundred of , the fnemy fo the night afcjended the tyajls by rope lad- 
Voi,. II. " ' . . ■ H ders. 



Daieer Khan, agreeably to thefe inftruaions, having invited the 
relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Aighaun Syed Lutteef 
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dsrSj and entered j " bnt though the kelladaar had fcnt moft of his 
people with his fons to the affiftance of Yiah Khan, fojedaur of the 
town, he bravely colkaed the few he had left," with his lervants, 
and put moft of the affailants to the fword. A few were found the 
next day fkulking under the bufties and ftones at the bottom of the 
wall, watching for an opportunity to* efcape. Thefe he treated 
with much kindnefs, and fent them back to Sewajee, with a mef- 
fage, that while he commanded in the fort, he defied him to take 


As the emperor was much diflatisfied at the late behaviour of 
the Afghaun chieft, Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan was orctered to 
command in Dekkan, until the appointment of another foubahdar. 
The prince Mahumnsud Mauzim fhortly after was invefted with the 
government, and a firmaun came to Dilleer Khan, enquiring, as 
Abd al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were difperfed,. and 'difien- 
tions occurred among the Dekkanees, why he had delivered up 
Beejapore to Seedee Mufaood? He was ordered to collect the 
Afghauns, and enroll them in the imperial fervice; alfo to draw 
over the oj&ers of Beejapore and Hyderabad, till fuch time 
as jaghires eoald il» beftowed, ^allowing each horfeman daily pay 
from the royal treafui^, and"# j^^ immediately againft Bee- 
japore. * • . 
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On the breaking up of the rains, Dilleer Khan marched from 
Bahadur Ghur, Sambah, the fon of Sewajee, who had quarrelled 
with his fuller, and was confined by him in. the fort of Pernalleh, 
having made his efcape with a few attendants, fent a meflefiger to 
Pillco: Khan, requeuing his protedion, and that he would fend 
a force to afiift him, as Sewajee’s troops were following himclofely. 
Dilleer Khan immediately difpatched Akhlaafs Khan, with Ghierut 
Khan, his own nephew, and other chiefe, with a proper force, and 
followed hirafelf, ' Sambah having met Akhlaafs Khan at Kerkum 
Deoee, joiM Dilleer Khan with a tew of his family; and the 
khan, regarding his coming as a moffc favourable occurrence, beat 
the march of vidory, and repretented it to the imperial court, 
from whence Sambah was fhortly after honoured with the title of 
raja, the rank of feven thoufand, and a prefent of an elephant. 
Dilleer Khan made him maify prefents hirafelf, and appointed a 
refidence for his family, with a proper guard, at Bahadur Ghur. 

: ; Dilleer'::Khanu ■■ of ; :this yeauar:;||^^ ' 

for the expedition againft Beejapore. Soopkerrun Bondela being 
. dangeroully ill, left his fon Duiput Roy and his followers with the 
' army, and retired to Bahadur Ghur. 

In the beginning of this year, Dilleer Khan marched againft A 
Bhopaul Ghurt a fort belonging to Sewajee in Ae Beejapore coun- A 
try. Cannon being planted upon a height which commanded the 
inner part of the place, it was taken in three hours, and a vaft 
quantity of grain found in ftore, part of which was delivered to the 
troops, much taken by the camp followers, and the remainder fet 

on fire; after which the fort was razed to the ground. 

The fame day the Mharattas appeared, intending to fuccour^iie 
pkee, fod ana^ionenfo^^ in which they were defeatedknd 
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lJundered a detachment fent to colled fupplies for the army, under 
the command of Eeruch Khan, who took fhelter in a fmali fort, 
leaving his people and baggage to ftiift for themfelves. Dilleer 
Khan waited oh the banks of the Beemrah for feme neceflary dotes, 
and to crofs his cannon, the river being flooded. 

Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two thoufand five hundred, 
died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la- 
mented by all. Many of his women burned themfelves upon the 
funeral pile with his corpfe,. He was a foldier unequalled, had in 
repeated battles won the prize of valour, and was in general fuccefs- 
ful. He often remarked, that he had efcaped with life from many 
dangers j and that in the day of battle a foldier fliould never think 
of himfelfj for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen 
of courfe. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perlbn 
fhould not fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it 
fiiould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it fhould. He 
was bountiful to his friends, and unanxious for his own fortune. 
Dilleer Khan and all the amras condoled with his fon Dulput Roy, 
wlaOi ws . recommended to court, and exalted to the rank of five 
hundred. Soopk«3Ptm always kept a numerous and gallant body of 
men in his fervice, by paym|«^ munificently he was never 

rich, and though his fbn Dulput Roy was raifed but to a trifling 
rank, yet, regarding his future profpedls, he encouraged all his 
fethefs followers, and retained them in his own fervice# 

Seconder Adil Shaw now reprefented th' Aurungzebe, that he 
efteemed himfelf as, one Ms 'ancient flaves, and notwithftanding 
Dilleer Khan was advancing to invade his country, if the emperor 
would permit one of Ms fons to marry his After, he fhould regard 
it as an honour. TMs met with the royal approbation, and, ac- 
Secunder fent the young princefs with much pomp, 
led by the phyiician Shumfe ad Dien to court, and Dilleer 
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Khan fupplied him with a proper efcort j but, notwlthftanding this, 
he advanced to Beejapore, which, although he had twenty thoufand 
horfe with him, he was not able to blockade. On one £de he 
kept up a conftant cannonade, and ruined a canal made by the firib 
Adil Shaw, which flowed by the citadel and the great mofque, 
through the city. The enemy made a ially from the town, and 
prefled hard on Syed Lutteef, but Dulput Roy being fent to his 
afliflance, he repelled the aflaiknts, and took their ftandard. At 
this time, the cohdudl of Dilleer Khan liot being approved of by 
Aurungzebe, he recalled liim to the’ prefence; and the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim alfo being removed from the government, 
Khan Jehaun Bahadur was a lecond time appointed to the foubah- 
daree of Dekkan. Dilleer Khan, upon this, railed the fiege of 
Beejapore, and plundered the country all around it, digging up and 
totally deftroying the magnificent gardens in the environs of the 
city. Sewajee’s meflengers were allowed communication with Sam- 
bah, who now made his efcape witli only eleven attendants j fo that 
it muft have happened by the connivance of Dilleer Khan, who 
made no enquiries or example amoiig the guards 
perfbn. Dilleer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, near Bee- 
japore, and having battered down the walls with his cannon, the 
troops entered, and began to plunder ; but the inhabitants, after 
a defperate Ikirmifli, drove them olF again with very great lofs, 
when Dilleer Khan evacuated the country, 

This year died the Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing, near Cabulj and 
his followers brought his infant children, and his women who did 
not bum with him, towards their native country. Orders were 
fent to condud them to court, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe 
infifted on the children being made Mahummedans. Upon thk 
the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather than fubmit 
to this order, fled with their charge towards the raja's tetpfories, 
and being hofjy^pttrfped by the emperor’s troops, 4^ght valiantly. 
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gnd were moftly eut to pieces, but the women and infants arrived 
fafely at Jodepore, After this, the courtiers brought a young child 
to his majefty, and pretended he was the maharaja’s ion j which 
the emperor feigning to believe, had him circumcifed, named 
Mahummedee Rauje, and educated as fuch. The emperor, dif- 
pleafed , at the refiftance of the Raajepootes to his commands, 
inarched to expel the fons and relations of the late raja from Jode* 
porci which fort foon fell into his hands, and raja Ajeet Sing, with 
the family, took fhelfer iii the yeceifes of the mountains and woods, 
Inder Sing was exalted to the rank of three thoufand, arid the 
pofreffion of the rauje f but as the dependants of the late prince and 
the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a proper obe- 
dience, and the countiy remained long in an unfettled ftate. He was 
degraded and depofed. : 

Sewajee having marched from his country to invade the imperial 
territories, totally laid waft e the diftrid: of Jalneher and others ; and 
his foldiers, notwithftanding his commands to the contrary, offered 
infults to the fervants of Jaun Mahummud, a religious, from whofe 

was taken ill, and ftiortly after died.* 

merit, and a friend to men of 'and religion. He planned his 
fchemes wifely, and executed them w'ith fteadinefs. He coniulted 
many on every point, but adted according to that advice, which, 
after' weighing in his own mind, he thought beft applicable to his 
defigns. No (me was ever acquainted with Iris ;?d©lenninations , but 


* The Mharatta report is, that he was poifoned by his wife Soorabaye, who 
could not procure his confent for her fon Rama to fucceed Mm, Sewajee, in this laft 
expedition was defeated, and hotly purfued by the Mogul general, Runmuft Khan, 
Nearly at the fame time, his fleet was almoft deftroyed by the Siddees, in conj undiion 
whh; the Englifh of Bombay. 'It is probable^, therefore, that he died neither by 
Ppij^ jMT the vifitation of God at the prayers of a devotee, but rather, by an 
illaefs frotn fatigue in his flight, and vexation at the ill fuccefe of his arms. 
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by the fuccefs of their execution. He built palaces and ered:ed for- 
tifications in every part of his country ^ and it feemed as if he had 
the art of feeing all hidden treafures, for wherever his people were 
fent to make war, he direded them to Ipots where valuables were 
buried, as if he had laid them there himfelf. He kept forty thou- ■ 
fand horfes in his ftables, which he had mounted to adion by fol- 
diers named bargeers. Every ten horfes had one taweeldaur, who 
had the care of feeding them, as alio one vyater carrier, and a torch 
bearer ; each huiKfecd had an oiScer over the ten taweeldaurs j and 
every thoolaitid a chief, who commanded the other ten. Wherever he 
fent five or fix thoufand, a chief of confequence commanded on the 
fervice. He alfo entertained men who had their own horfes } but the 
Mharattas, who had moil pay, were bargeers. When he detached 
an army on fervice, he fupplied his bargeers with clothing and arms j 
and after the plunder of a country, whatever remained in their 
hands above their amount, was carried to the account of his trea- 
fury. He had numberlefs informers about his troops j fo that if : 
they kept back any money or goods j&om account* 

‘Sambah, or Sambajee, who fucceeded his father in the rauje, 
generally fpent his time in female pleafures and exceffive drinking, 
and pofiefied no talents for government. He purfued fuch a line of 
conduct as difbbliged his fether’s fervants, and in a fhort time dif- 
fipated in vanity the treafures Sewajee had amafled. He liftened to 
the advice of no one, having a conceited opinion of his own abili- 
ties, and chofe for his favourite, Kubkulluls, a bramin, with whom 
he aded fuch fcenes as made him hateful to the world. 
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Alker Khan Bukhfhi and Dulput Roy, with Serafrauz Khan and 
other amras, having obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went to meet 
Khan Jehaun. Dilleer Khan marched to efcort his women from 
Bahadur Ghur, and prepare for his journey to the prefence. Khan 
Jehaun having arrived, after an interview with the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauz’m, difpatched an efcort with him to court, agreeably 
to, orders, and then halted for the rainy feafon near the fort of 
Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial 
territories, Khan Jehaun njarched along the banks of the Gung on 
the road to Loehghur, which had been deftroyed by Khan Dow- 
raun; and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from 
Aurangabad, afcended the mountains of Kunneher^ through a moft 
uneven road, covered with wood; fo that the troops met with great 
difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and 
baggage, diftreffed for water and provifions. At length he en- 
camped near the tomb of fhekh Fereed, thirty cofs from Auranga- 
bad. At this city died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of his 
women facrificed themfelves on his funeral pile. As he had no fon, 
his nephew was fent for, agreeably to the imperial orders by the 
prince Mahummud Akber, to Oojein, where he was ftabbed in the 
wardrobe as, ;lfe on a 'drefs of honour, given upon his 

inteftiture in the zbmindaree''ll:hi8 uscle^ This was fuppofed to have 
been done by the emperor’s command. Raja Anoop SingRhatoree 
was left in charge of Aurangabad, and Khan Jehaun detached 
Raow Dulput in purfoit of the Mharattas, . 


Ai H. 1094. The beginning of this ye^ Jehaun was encamped 

A. D. 1682. at Babilgaum, fixtben from ^ Amu intelligence was 

brought one morning, about four o’clock, that the Mharattas, by 
the route of Ahmednuggur and Moorgee Puttun, were advancing 
rapidly towards Aurangabad. He ifliied orders of march inflantly, 
having fecured his baggage, left a force to protedl it; then 
iiSfiing from the ground with all expedition* reached the city about 
, ■ . , ■ - noon; 
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noon; which, if he had not arrived that day, muft inevitably have 
been plundered. Accounts vrere now brought that the enemy were 
feen in great numbers at Kafee Porah and the Hdl of Sitterrah; 
alfo, that raja Anoop Sing, with his followers, was drawn up in 
his quarters, but durft not venture to advance ; upon which Khan 
TehL marched on with all poffible fpeed, and upon his appear- 
ance the enemy fled without daring to eng^e, ^ 

at the tank of Maharaja J^ffwunt Sing,- The iiAabitants of the 
city had been m^h alarmed, and ftxut up their houfes, the doors 
of whfch^'they had barricadoed, and prepared for defence. Khan 
Tehaun, as the rains were now fetting in, took up his refidence in 
the imperial palace j and an order having arrived from court for the 
^!pofe, begL to erea: a wall round the city, m order to prevent 

any fudden attack from an enemy. 

: Intelligence arrived, that fultan Mahummud Akber, from Ae 

raflinefs of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes, having 
rebelled, the emperor had marched with a few troops fmm Ajmeer 
to correa him. The prince hud, without toding ^ 
with Darruk Dafs Rhatoree, toward a; 

upon this intelligence, marched from the city at twelve o 

ight, and on the road received a letter from the fojedaur of Bug- 
geUana, informing him. tliat Akber had gone ^ 

Sinnabad, and the khan, on Us arrival there ^e ^^^ 

only one day before puffed and entered Kokun by the road of Ter 
rungs uponWUch, being difappointed of overtakmg the fug‘“f • 
he re tied to Anrnngabad, and difpatched *e news to. 

“ was afterwards reprefented, that Khan Jehaun tro neghg^^^ 
tlip niirfuit and might have taken the prince, if he had chofen. 
SamL, efteeming Akber’s coming as a 
received him with fPf 
fuitahte refidence near the fort 

appointeff ’iisteuive 'hunting ; grouB*- #>r ^ lagpewun , p _ 
.,, 5 . IT . ' ■ ■■ " 
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him daily with money to pay fix hun.fh'ed cavalry, liis followers, and 
once a week, regularly, vifited him, always obferving a proper 
deference to his dignity, as one of the imperial princes, 

Dulput Roy, who had been detached to punilh the Mharattas, 
returned after his campaign to Aurangabad, when an extraordinary 
and dangerous affair occurred to him. It appeared that a fervant of 
Sambah’s, having taken a houfe in Begum Porah, fecretly levied 
foMiers and bought arms for, the fewice of the rebel prince. This 
intelligence was conveyed to Khan ^fibaun, who difpatched a guard 
. to feize the accufed perfon^ and it happened that, Dulput Roy 
pailing at the time, he ran through the crowd of his attendants, and 
got dear off. Khan Jehaun’s people avowed that they had taken 
the man^ md that the toy’s, followers- 'had feissed him from them by 
^ lent to deiriand him bf the 

he, who had not the leafi: knowledge of the affair, went to Khan. 
Jehaun, and related his innocence of the charge. Khan Jehaun ftill 
relying on the declaration of his own people. Was offended i and 
the. rpy, finding argument of no avail, left him in a paffion. 

^ihe khan determined to fend a force to fearch 
ffor the m -the city, hearing of his 
“iht^tidis,' joineii ^i!^ul|)ht' Rdy,'^^li*^Myfed ’to oppofe fucli indig- 
“liityj upon which Khan Jehaun defifted: but being exceedingly 
enraged, reprefented the affair to court, as did alfo Dulput JKoy* 
The eihperar gracioufly obferved, on 'hearing both^^^^bf the 
-'queftion, 'ttc^t'fteffoy^was an ancient 

'fuch treacherous 'b^aviour,, prince 
•Mahummud Mauifife\fi?Wi^P&-%pomtcd to govern in Dek- 

Khan Jehaun, bS' the Breaking Up <sf -the fains, marched to 
;*lfe||adur Ghur, and The praice arrived at Aurangabad. Houffun 
' was detached with an army for the punilhment of tifie 

^ ' . Mharattas 
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Mharattas and conqueft of Kokun, and Dulput -Roy ordered along 
witli him. Many fevere engagements were fougfet in this expedi- 
tion, in which the roy performed fignal fervices. jadoo Roy Dek- 
kanee, an ameer of three thoufand, was killed, and Jagdeo Roy, 
his grandlbn, promoted to his rank. Khan Jehaun, leaving his 
baggage at Bahadur Ghur, purfued the enemy whenever he heard 
of their entering the royal territories. 

In the b!^i||i;^ this year, Houflun Ali was detached for the A. H. 1095. 
punhhtP^^tpf the Mharattas by the way of Porundeh. Kiflien Sing, A. D. 1683. 
the grandfon of the late Mirza Raja Jey Sing Sewai, who, throwing 
afide the manners of the Raajepootes, imitated thofe of the Moguls, 
was killed in a drunken quarrel for a dancing girl, near Porundeh, - 
by an A%haun. This year Aurungzebe refolved to extirpate Sam- 
bajee., and began his march from Ajmeer towards Dekkan. Dulput 
Roy was promoted to the rank of fix hundred by the royal favour. 

The emperor, after remaining feme time at &onatapore. A, H. 1096, 
moved with a vaft army into Dekkan, and arrived at Aurangabad. A, D. 1684. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw, with Dilleer Khan Afghaun, 
was detached to Ahmednuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Koollich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, with Dulput Roy, and other 
ini^^aT officers, were ordered to.befiege the fort of Ramfudje, 
five ’Gofe,,iojm Goojffiunabad. Having began their approaches, 
they eredled upon enniqence near the walls a platform of wood, 
or cavaHer, which could <Xi^»ta%. j five hundred men, and was raifed 
fiory upon ftory to fuch a height, that the foldiers at the top could 
fire mufquetry at the befieged within the walls, fo as to prevent 
them daring to fliew their heads from under cover. Iptelligeiace 
being brought to Aurungzebe, that Sambajee’s army had cnaiiched 
tO ,f?^e the fiege, Khan Jehaun was ordered to canton at 
abadjr, m , p|der to be ready to fuccour the of 

Bece&4.;a^Jfc;4^i:dingIy,,mar^ed.&cmcM Khan 


A- . ' 


Jehaun 
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Jehaun leaving his army, went to pay his refpeds to the emperor 
at Aurangabad, taking with him Runmuft Khan, who, at his re- 
queft, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and fent with a 
detachment againft Kokun. Shaub ad Dien Khan was ordered to 
the vicinity of Joneer, where the enemy were committing depreda- 
tions, and Khan Jehaun to command the jfiege of Ramfudje, upon 
which place an unfuccefsful aiTault was made fome time after, and 
Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. Dulput was promoted 
to the rank of feven hundred. Mahummud Moraud was honoured 
with the title of khan, and 'the office of fecond bukhffii ijj addition 
to the other polls which he held in Khan Jehaun’s army. Bahadur 
Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, and reprefented to the 
emperor, that if Khan Jehaun fliould be Rationed at the pafs of 
Mhajah, he could then invade the country. Another affiault was 
made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful ^ upon 
which the hege pakraiied, and the ^reat platffirtn of » 

Shaub ad Dieh ats ah 

bullibles, w'as fet on fire and deftroyed. The befieged upbraided 
the troops with cowardice as they retreated, calling out to them to 
flop aud themfelves with the afhes of their battery. 


Bahadur Khan, entered Kokdttby the pafs of Mhajah j and as 
the incurfions of the enemy were daring near Goollhunabad, Khan 
Jehaun moved towards that town, upon which the enemy took to 
flight j when leaving his baggage to the charge of Maha^^^ &a- 
doreah, fojedauf of the place, he purfued Orders 

were iflued to Khan Jehaun to join ad Dien, eldefi: 

fon of the prince Shaw Aulum, who had 

marched for the punifhmeh't of ttid enemy. Accordingly, having 
ordered his baggage from Goollhunabad, he joined the prince near 
Rampore, on the banks of the Gung, lixteen cofs froin Aurungabad. 

honour to alight fi'oin his horle at their 
and embrace him j at hearing which the emperor was 
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difpleafed, and angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum,. why his Ton had 
condefcended fo far from his dignity. The prince replied, that t e 
emperor Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by the like favour 
Mortiza Khan, after his defeating ililtan Khooferoo. 


The prince Moiz ad Dien, after halting fome days in the vicinity 
ofNabudter, marched to Zuffirabad Biederj where, on the day of 
his arrival, intelligence was brought him, that the imperial ele- 
phants and thofe ,of,3h?tw Aulum, .which had been fent to fodder at 
Patterree. :^cheffa, were juft attacked.' by a body of the enemy. 
Khan Jehaun, inftantly leaving the prince with the baggage at the 
fort of Bieder, marched j and hearing on the route that the elephants 
were carried off, he quitted the little baggage he then had with 
him, and moved night and day with redoubled fpeed after the Mha- 
rattas, who fled at his appearance, and he recovered the elephants, 
except a few that were fwifteft of foot, which the enemy had fent 
on before them.^ m defift from the puyluit, 

what he had recovered in charge of the fojedaurs of the diftrifts, 
marched pn,^m 

remainder te after whfoh hb^ fo^ 

' four cofs of Zuffirabad, and fending for his baggage, encamped on 
the banks of the tank of Kamfeaneh. The troops m this march 
exberienced nunierous hardfhips, and even Khan Jeh^uri^ 

foehind,'il§fll|||iiiyer|;;plaee::p]i:^ 

/ join for fome time':^dli|2i|K;:|g 

His majefty being difpleafed with the condud of Mahummud 
Azitn Shaw, who had been fent to Ahmednugpr, he WM ordered 
to tiae prefence with Dilleer Khan; but he delayed his departure, 
and did not move to court until after repeated commands | upon 
which DiUeer Khan incurred the royal difpleafure. On the |ay, a 
furious"‘ei|)han|^^brake,.^to^ r&nks* 
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prince’s palanquin, but was luckily put to death without hurting his 
perfoii. Tiie prince Shaw Aulum was ordered with an army into 
Kofcun, to reduce the Mharatta fortrcfles on the fea coaft:.' A 
plague, which . had feldom happened either in Dekkan or Khan- 
deilie, occurred this year in both countries, and carried off fuch 
numbers, that many large towns were depopulated. 




A. H. 1097. The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his father, Shaw 
A- D. 1685. Aulum, to Kokun, which he entered by the way of Ramdirrahj 
but the Country in that part btang Aut . thinly fupplies of 

provifions foon grew fhort, upon which the prmcc moved to the fea 
; coaft, and the emperor iftlied orders for provifions to be conveyed by 

'jfljipping to Dunda Rajapore, near Bombay, but they could not 
bring fufEcient, and famine prevailing in the prince’s camp, num- 
bers died through mere want of food. Khan Jchaun moved from 
A v :'tlfo';|ahfefof Buggulkote, ■ where;:ihe';^:halfod;:;|OT • 

“tlfo ;\foTt' .of ' I^lluknei^ 

ftrengtli, which he carried by ftorm in two days. Himmut Khan 
and Raja Jefivvunt Sing Bondela headed the aflault. Khan Jehaun 
■ , ; rainy "'foafon, ' having: cantoned:^ his -army ;at ; 

frooi Zufiirabad, ; went::lumfolf to;::^ 
.fp n o|‘ Mukkund Sing Harrah, an 
^eer of two thoufand, died, aiilf ‘Ism had no fon, his country 

Kifhoor Siiig. Shaub ad Dien Kh^^ 
andrRaow DulputSing, having entered Kokun, had an a(^pnwith 
Sambah t^^Nizampore, and having defeated hit 
place of Bs pefidencej. in. reward fop whi^ yl^Tcej ^ tlie emperor 
. conferred cb the'.^|m^|^, Dien Khan Bahadur, 

and promoted the iai^/to 7m of one thoufand, calling 

them to his prefehcej after yBdb ht ’ ' 

. fort of Joneer, ^ ■ 
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Dilker Khan Afghaun, an ameer of five thouland, who had 
won the prize of military fame and condudl from all the cotemporaiy 
nobles, and fully underftood the modes and policy of Dekkan, 
where in his operations he was generally vidorious j upon feeing 
new amras preferred by the emperor over his head, and that what 
he reprefented out of duty was but little attended to, grew weary 
of the world, and died from vexation and dhappointment. In the 
time of his youth he had. a femarjkable appetite and ftrength of 
body, and in his was blefled with good health. Upon his 

death the emperor confifcated his fortune, which he fuppofed im- 
menfo j but it not anfwering his expedations, he confined Peers 
Mahummud, his focretary, in order to ,invefl:igate the caufo, who 
would not inform, though put to the torture. At length he was 
releafed. 

The' prince Shaw Auluin had reprefented repeatedly to the A. H. 1098. 
emperor, that from the inclemency of the air in Kokun, a plague 
had broke out in his camp, which delfroyed great .n}|ml^^> and 
the diftrefs for provifions was excefiivei upon 'whieh .a foelh army, 
under Roh Oollah Khan, was dispatched to efcort the prince to 
court. Aurungzebe marched from Aurungabad with the grand 
camp to Ahmednuggur. Khan Jehaun, who had purfued a body 
of the^^jenerny to Sangoulah, met Pfoh Oollah l^an op^ l^ 
and th% accompanied each other as far as Ramdirrah, Khan 
Jehaun afterwards encamped, by the imperial Commands, near the 
town of Annunderee, only fevente^n cols from Beejapore. The 
prince Shaw Aulum returned through the pafs of Ramdirrah in his 
way to court. Mofi: of his cavalry had loft their horfes, and the 
greateft part of the army were on foot for want of conveyance, as, 
the Mharattas, with the ficknefs and famine, had made the greateft 
havoek among them. Khan Jehaun paid his refpedfcs, and, ’ 

: prince with all neceflaries, took his * 
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ing a detachment in charge of Annunderee, cantoned his army, 
according to orders from the emperor, at Almillah. 

Several of the amras attendant on the court, on account of the 
wafte of their jaghires in the foubahs of Dekkan, now received 
falaries in iieuj and the great officers, who from the fame caufe 
alfo were become diftreifed, opened their hands to the receipt of 
bribes, notwithftanding the pofitiye injundHons of the emperor to 
the contrary j they alfo extprted money, under the pretence of fees 
for forwarding the views of expectants at court s fo that the im- 
perial fervice now became but of little advantage, except to the 
civil officers of high rank, and their greedy deputies. 

Serdar Khan, an Afghaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban- 
ditti, and made a pradice of fending them to rob ; but being foon 
iCte^ed, ho with death, and Ms efieSs^^^^^ 

Khan Jehaun having quited his cantonments at Almillah, en- 
tbe banks of the Beemrah, and detached Sippedar Khan 
towards Koolburga to punifli the Pinderras ; 
wMch havmg done, th^ returned. Orders arrived to ftation Dilleer 
Hmnmut agam near prevent thmi from croffing the 

Beemrah j but he died foon after his march, and was fucceeded in 
command by Jaun Niffaur Khan, fon of Collinder Khan. 

Hiarcli^ij^tft^lpore, and 

tli€„ ..CQOiiiitiiilcatioii'' withi.- wiiil€ Roii 

Oollah Khan blocked; it but, prior to 

t e^rrival of thefe inftriiGrions, Roh Oollah Khan had encamped at 
Kulfoolpore, and Khan Jehaun at Taktannah ; fo that they met 
together, and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en- 
bamped at Shawpore. 
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As the emperor had determined to attack Hyderabad and Beeja- 
pore, he moved with the grand camp from Ahmednuggiir to Sho- 
lapore, and appointed fyed Zein-al-abid-Dien kelladaar of the former 
city. The enemy, fuddenly colledting, attempted a furprizej but 
the fyed, being timely advifed, was on his guard, and defeated 
their enterprize. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Joneer, 
was fent to protedt Ahmednuggur, and Dulput Roy was now pro- 
moted to the rank of one thoulknd three hundred. 

Khanjehaun was now ordered to Hyderabad, and Roh Oollah 
Khan to march for the fiege of Beejapore, where the prince Shaw 
Azim was alfo fent with a powerful army. The king of Hyder- 
abad hearing of Khan Jehaun’s approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim, 
the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him witli feventy thoufand horfe. 
Skirmiilies occurred between them, for many days; but as Khan 


Jehaun had but a fmall force compared with the enemy’s, he durfl 
not hazard a general engagement j therefore, having thrown up 
entrenchments round his camp, he communicated his JStuation to 
the emperor. The prince Shaw Aulum was dilpatched with a 
reinforcement to his afliilance, and orders given for Beheramnnd 
Khan and Eaticaud Khan to attend him part of the way. The prince 
having reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of Jaun 
Niffaur Khan, and marched with his troops in order of battle towai'ds 
the entrenchments of Khan Jehaun. The Hyderabadeans made a 
charge in different quarters, but in vainj and in the evening the 
prince joined the camp, where it had rained fo hard, that it was 
impoflible to pitch the great tents ; and the prince, with his wives, 
was obliged to put up with a very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who 
was fituated convenientlyj fent dreffed provifions for his family and 
all the amras who attended him. After three days, the prince and 
Khan Jehaun advanced j and, as is the cuftom with the Dekkan 
troops, the Hyderabad army made falfe attacks on all fides of the 
line. This continued for jfbur days, after which Behet^niund Khan 

I li.^" 
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and Eaticaud Khan returned to the prefence. Orders arrrived that 
the treafuij officers of Khan Jehauii’s army Ihould alfo afi: as fuch 
to the prince, Ecruch Khan, an ameer of two thoufand five hun- 
dred, an excellent ofBcer, of great experience, w^as much in the 
efteem of Khan Jehaun, who always placed him near his own per- 
fon in the field. During this march, Eeruch Khan’s elephant, 
frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. The driver ufed 
every endeavour to turn him, but in vain j fo that the khan was 
taken prifoner** but died fliortly after, tie was much regretted by 
his followers, who wpre all treated by him as brethren. .The khan 
was generous, not only to his friends, but to all, being ever ready 
to ferve a petitioner j fo that his good name was univerfal. He ex- 
celled moK of the greater .amras in the elegant ftile of his living, 
and entertained fervants of the firft abilities, to whom he allowed 
high pay. His table was always richly and plentifully provided i 
and whenever either acquaintance or travellers paffed near -his rel 
iidence, he furnifhed them amply with all neceflaries, treating all 
with that attention due to their quality. If a merchant came to him 
mom Perfia, or any other diftant part, he generally kept him with 
Idm whole cargo, and dilmilled him with 

many favours. His mmd w^^ truly noble, and he died univerfally 
.]b.tipp^.:,;^Himn:^r.|^^ Jeflwunt" Sing. Bondela; 

with the commander of artillery, Aga Ali Khan Roomee, making 
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were croffing a long 
w-amp of rice fields, two of their principal officers were taken 
pnfoners by the raja’s followers. The fame day*.,Ma^^^ 
to ° commanded the fled unexpeaedly 

to the city i and from that, day -^e^eiietny’s forces difappeared al- 
together, and the royal g^my purfued their route clofe to Hyderabad 
by repeated marches. -The Dekkanees accufed Mahummud Ibra- 
him of treachery, exclaiming, that if he had done his duty, the 
impel lal troops could never have advanced, ^ 




The 
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The king, not thinking it fafe to remain longer in the city, fhut 
himfelf up in the fort of Golconda, though Madna Pundit, hig 
prime minifter, earneftly entreated him to the contrary ; obferving, 
that it would be better to retire to Warunkul, or fome other fort, 
from whence he might with eafe fuceour Golconda, in cafe the 
imperial troops fliould fit down before it j whereas he would, by 
Ihutting himfelf up in it, be totally cut off from refources. Abou 
Houffun would not Men to this reafonabie advice, and thus clofed 
upon himfelf the gates of adverfity. 

Mahummud Ibrahim, the general, confulting his own interefts, 
came over to Khan Jehaun, and was introduced by him . to the 
prince, who received him gracioufly, and recommended him for 
promotion in the imperial fervice. Akka Ali was fent to guard the 
city of Hyderabad, and afliire the inhabitants of protedlionj but 
mofi: of thofe who were able to procure conveyance for their fami- 
lies and effedls, had retired into the fort of Golconda, while the 
remainder ftayed terrified in their houfes, expeding their fate. The 
next day the pritife fent his own followers to guard the city, but 
they extended their hands to plunder. The houfe of Madna Pundit, 
the minifter, w'as robbed of goods beyond all account, and ftripped 
even *'to the frames of the doors and windows. So many new tents 
were found in it, that, immedktely after, an old one was not to be 
feen in the prince’s camp. The king’s palace was alfo plundered in 
a great degree j buti after two days, the charge was given to Khan 
Jehaun, who reftored order, and coUeded fome property for the 
emperor’s account ; but if all the plunder had been thus taken care 
of, it would have amounted to an immenfe value. Though the 
emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he had plundered this city, 
before his acceffion to the throne, large fums were found in the 
ceilings of apartments, and infifted oft all being preferved for his 
ufe with the utraoft rigour, yet no pne regarded the imperial order, 
and many of the firft houfes were plundered by the trbbjps. ' 
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Ibrahim being one of the creatures of Madna Pundit, 
that miniiler was lu%ea:ed of having perfoaded him to go over to I 

the imperial army, and of intending to Mow himfelf It was laid 
that the reafon of his advifing the king not to take refuge in Gol~ • 
conda, was, that he might have an opportunity of betraying him 
into the emperor’s hands. Abou Houflun had, on appointing Madna 
Pundit prime minifter, taken a folemn oath, that he would not 
attend to what any perfons might lay againft him, and therefore he 
did not liftea. to thefe infinuations : but the ofiicers, who hated 
Madna, at the inftigation of the king’s mother in law, widow of 
the late Mtan, aflaffinated him as he was going into the king’s 
prelence, and cutting off his head lent it to the prince Shaw Aulum, | 

with a meflage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom 
only, all the mfolence and difreped fhewn to the emperor was 
owingj for whiefe^ 



Abou Houflun, who had committed to Madna all his power, 
and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by his 
death left without an advifer on whom he coul(f rely, immediately 
made re(juefts for peace, and promifes of a very valuable odering. 

.The prince Shaw Aulurn BOW moved his quarters into an exten- 
five garden near the fort, where Abou Houflun had built a Iplendid 
palace, in which the prince took up his own refidence. When the 
news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of 
his favour he fent jewels, elephants, horfes apd drelfos for Shaw 
Aulum and the amras, under foe al Kerreem, keeper 

of the oratory, and other ohfefs j ' who upon foeir arrival at Momin 
Putteah, not far from , the ciQr, were furprized, plundered, and taken 
prifoners, by foekh Munnaje and the Afgha,uns in foe fervice of 
Abou Houflim, not a man efcaping without a wound. The prince 
Shaw Aulum upon this difafter, fent a meflage to Abou Houflun, 

^ ■ threatening 
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threatening to ilop the negotiations for peace, .and take ample 
vengeance for fucli atrocious infults and breach of the truce. 

Abou Houflhn made numberlefs excufe^, declared that the 
attack was not made by his orders, and that he had not the fmalleft 
knowledge of it. He colledled the plundered eifeas , with much 
care, and fent them with the wounded prifoners to the prince, pro- 
mifing, if he would grant him peace, to make an offering of 
“two corores of rupees Jn treafure and efteas, which he would col- 
lea and pay, whenever the prince fhould move from the city to 
Kdehr. • 

Shaw Aulum forwarded his petition to court, and it meeting 
with the emperor’s approbation, Momin Khan was left to receive 
the money, and the prince retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafed 
at the great force his fon and Khaii Jehaun kept about their perfons, 
and the plunder of the city and the king’s palace not being accounted 
for in the royal treafury. Calling Khan Jehaun to the prefehce, 
he font him to the government of foahorey ^ ^hd di^^afo^ 

Oollah Khan to order Kuliich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, Himmut 
Khan, Mamoor Khan, and foveral other amras, to quit the prince 
immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad 
general, was promoted to the title of Mahabut Khan and rank of 
fix thoufand. The prince was ordered to remain at Koelir, till the 
fums fhould be paid agreeably to the treaty of peace with Abou 
Houflun. ' ' 

The army againfl Beejapore under the prince Azim Shaw had 
repeated actions with the enemy. Amaun Oollah Khan, fon of 
Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras, were killed, and Kiilioor 
Sing Harrah and others wounded. The communication between 
arrpy and the imperial camp at Sholapore being cut off by the 
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enemy’s horfe, an extreme fcarclty of grain prevailed j fo that a 
» feer of rice fold for eleven rupees, and at even this exorbitant 
price was procured with the greateft difficulty. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondela and others, were difpatched from 
Ahmednuggur to efcort provifions, ftores, and a large fum of money 
to the prince. About five cofs from camp they were attacked by 
the enemy’s army. The khan taking charge of the convoy, Dul- 
put Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other chiefs, received the enemy, 
and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, killing about four 
thoufand foot who could not efcape the fury of the enraged Moguls 
and Raajepootes. The convoy arrived fafely at the cainp before 
Beejapore, -and provifions again began to be cheap. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan was honoured with the additional title of Ferofe Jung, and 
Dulput Roy with that of mow,, and the privilege of carrying the 
tdlum in his train. 

The emperor this year, at a fortunate inftant, departed with 
1688. the grand camp from Sholapore to the fiege of Beejapore, and bat- 
teries were opened immediately upon his arrival before the place. 
The prince Akber, who had taken refuge with Sambah, by his 
fu|)pofing the imperial territories undefended by many 
troops, with DSimikTl^s thoufand Mharattas made an 

incmfion from Kokun towards Hmlooftanj but the emperor, hav- 
ing advice of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan at Alimed- 
nuggur, who intercepted the rebel prince in the neighbourhood of 
Chakheh, and defeated him, after a very obftin^e jengagementi 
which put art end to his enterprize, an^he retr^^ed again to Sam- 
bah’s country. Syed Le{hk|r-,^K|)M‘' amras were left at 
Sholapore, to guard the -heavy baggage of the army and furnifli 
efcorts for provifions to the irtipeml camp. Eaticaud Khan, fon 
of Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan, was detached with a force to 

oblerve 

■ About two pounds, 

A fort of pike. 
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obferve tbe enemy’s motions. Beejapore was ndw fnrroun4ed on 
all lides, and the different ffations allotted to the araras, Syed 
Fatteh All Khan, reconnoitring too near the ditch, received the 
honour of martyrdom, and many of his followers were wounded. 

Many flcirmiflies occurred on the foraging parties,, and the befieged 
daily made fallies from the town. Raow Dulput was wounded 
in one by an arrow. Syed Lelhkar Khan was recalled from Shola- 
pore, and the command given tp Eaticaud Khan,’ 

The of Beejapore ffill continued, and the befieged to op- A.H.rioi. 
pofe the approaches with great gallantry. The grand powder A*D»i689. 
magazine, which was placed under ground in the camp, by feme 
accident blew up with a dreadful explofion, which was heard for 
fixty miles. As the country round Beejapore had been long laid 
waffe and uncultivated, fupplies were cut off from the fort, and the 
befieged at length became exceedingly diftrefled for provifions. 

Every chance of fuccour was loft, and the foldiers became Satisfied ; 
but ftill, in this hopelefs condition, they gallantly refifted. Ai length, , 
feveral breaches being effeded, the difpofition of aftault was made 
by Kouwaum ad Dien Khan, commander of the imperial artillery. 

The befieged, upon this, judged it iafeft to capitulate, and requefted 
terms through Ghazi ad Dien Khan Ferofe Jung i when it was 
lettled;» that the young king Secunder fliould pay his relpeds to the 
emperof^! and his principal officers be exalted to munfubs, Ferofe 
Jung fent Dulpufi^^dw with a few followers into the fort to bring 
Secunder to his quarters. When he ccttduded him himfelf to the 
prefence of Aurungzebe, by’^hom, after paying his compliments, , 
he was allowed to fit. The emperor honoured him with the title of 
khan, beftowed upon him many &vours, and allotted tents for his 
accommodation in the Ruggela Bar. Sheerza Khan was raffed to, the 
title pfRuftum Khan, Abd al Raooff to that of Dilleer Khan? aiid 
both to Ittiinfubs of feven thoufand, Seedees SaHm and jiito^eed 
'■ . -V. 'V. were 
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wsre honoured with titles and the tnunfub of five thoulaiidji and 
all the officers promoted according to their quality. 

Aurungzebe paffed to view the fort, through the bieach by 
which the affault was intended to have been made, fitting on a 
travelling throne, and to the great molque, where he offered up 
thankfgivings for his fucceJfs. Syed Leflikar Khan was appointed 
governor of the citadel- Upon an affonilhingly large piece of 
ordnance was engraved thk infcriptionj “ The prince Ma- 
« hummud Ghazi, in fplendour like the fun, under yvhofe urn- 
brella the world fought a flielter, by the force of his all-deffroy- 
“ ing fabre, in half the winking of an eye, took the “mafter of 
“ the field from Nizam Shaw.” This cannon, mofi: probably the 
largefi: ever known, was made by Roonai Khan, an officer of one 
of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of fultan Mahummud 
Beejaporee. The emperor ordered this infcription to be erafed, and 
the following to be put in the ftead: “ Shaw Aulumgeer Ghazi, 
“ emperor of kings, who reftored juftice and conquered the fove- 
reigns of Dekkan, reduced Beejapore. Good fortune on him 
daily , fimoled, and vidory exclaimed. He hath fubdued the mailer 
“ of the field.'"". In; this infcription is conveyed the date in which 
the fort furrendeled. Th^'tl^iand environs of Beejapore are upon 
a fine plain without any declivities; the fort probably the largeft in 
the world; and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
for fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the 
king’s palace^ the houfes of the nobility, and^l^^f 'diagazines, 
befideS many extenfive gardens i^and lifeipfi the " ra a deep ditch, 

always well fuppEed^w&?*^'l& were alfo without the 

city very large fubums : and noble pak^ Sultan Mhamood kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe ; and in the time of 
Ali Adil Shaw, when the Mirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that 
fultan had not lefs than eighty thoufand. On the emperor’s taking 


® The name of the cannon. 
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it, there were not more than two tboufan 4 horfe, within it. After 
this viftory, the waters of the refervoirs and the wells in the fort 
decreafed ; the country round remained entirely wafte for a great 
diftance, and a confiderable part of the reft was feized by the pin- 
derrahs and zemindars, who acknowledged no fuperior. About a 
cofs from the city ftood once another vaft town, which might be 
called a fecond Beejapore, named Norufi, and built by Ifmaeel and 
Ibrahim Adil Shawj but it was now, quite depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only rwin^, -wi&fla thick wall furrounding it, whole 
ftately, falling to decay, - 


Cafim Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the countiy . 
round : Hyderabad, 

took his departure on board a 'foip,'' ;With:-a;;;:fow;i;at^^ 

’’Bdfra,- and ;;I>arruk::;£)afs returned :,to^ his, own;epu||||^^ 

RuftumKhan Beejaporee, who had been promet^.;^^ 
foyen : ihoufaiid, ; ^ was^'; detached : to wards Bittarra againft : 

the Mharattas, who attacked, defeated, and took him prifoner, but 
releafcd him on his paying a very large fum of money. 

. pien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A. H. 1102. 

tered the "li^derab|ad territories, laid wafte all parts of itj and the A. D. 1690. 
emperor marc!iin| ^kpore with. Mentions to befiege Gol- 
conda, on the way vifited tl^ fofts of Tuldoorg and Koolburga, alfo 
the tomb of fyed Mabummud Gefoo-derauz. The prince Mahum- 
mud Azim Shaw was detached to Goolihunabad to punifh the Mh^ 
rattasj and the emperor, having moved by the route of ZuiBra^ 

,;P«der» at length fat 'down . before Golconda, and ^ the 
com^.l^>!^. . . A?, Abou Houfrun had efcaped into,. the forj^^.j^^h*- 
mud‘y|®i;igi^% ^e^efident at, 

¥ol. II. 
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difpleafure for having allowed hon to do fo, and was degraded from 
his munfub ; but reftored fhortly after, at the interceffion of Affud 
Khan. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was recalled to the prefence. Shekh 
Nizam Hy^ftfihaidee colleded an army to relieve the fort, and 
Raow jpi;ilpdt:heing fent a^nft him, gave him a complete defeat. 
Order?: were iffued to attack a camp of the befieged which had 
take^ fhelter ck>fe to the ditch. This fervice was performed by 
Rliijahid^ Khan, Kifhoor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others, 
who plundered it. Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, going too 
clofe to the ‘fe£, :W??kiUed ;by a cannon &ot. Skirmilhes happened 
every day with the enemy, and it rained ,fo continually, that the 
roads were rendered impaffable i and grain became fo fcarce in the 
camp, that many of the followers died of hunger. ; ; ; : i . ■ 

The emperor, from th© reprefentations of the Ipies about hk 
peribn,' entertaiidng. • fufph^^ of the loyalty of the prince Shaw 
Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be drawn 
up in the grand audience tent ; and fending for the prince with his 
fons, commanded Adud Khan to difarm and confine them. They 
from their ranks in the army, their effedts feized,. 
and rigour as common criminals. An afiault 

was,; made ad. Dien Khan,, and his majefty 
v?ehf in perfon to the batteries 'to encourage the a&ilantsj but they 
did not fucceed, the enemy repulfing them with great gallantry. 

‘At:i'li^|&,’. after a fiege of feven months, hy* 

treaehefyf'-;'''A.fedbphaa '^-principal chief ar^(&yoiJrie&’'W '^Ibou i^iouf-'; 
fun, who the place, being 

gained -over 'hy ' b*i{!^::^^lrni^ces’ of :high .^aafcm the imperial', 
fervice, -adto'^ted', in the '.night av. body bf‘'t|e''Mogal.trodps, under- 
tho command of '^oh Ooliah; Khan, :into the fertrefs. The gar- 
rifpn, except a few who were foon overcome, 'laid down their arms j - 
fultan Abou HoulTun 


wasefcoxted by the prince Azim Shaw to* 

. ■■ the 
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th$’ emperor’s tent; The date of this dccurfeiiGe' is included in the 
following lines : “ Hyderabad was conquered by Aqlhmgeer, under 
** the aufpices of the Almighty, fighting for the true faith. He 
“ had the power of Jumtheed, and the wildom of Alexander. His 
“ valiant heroes, with pious zeal, tore up infidelity and wickednefs 
“ by the roots in Dekkan.” Hyderabad was now named The 
Manfion of Zeal. Cafim 'Khan was ordered to take charge of this 
part of Carnatic, until a fojed&f^ fhould be appointedi^ The Car- 
natics, now divid|^ilbe^eitl Hyderabad and Beejapore, werefor- 
meriy , me dynafty of Ramraaje Carnatic^, once of great 

•p®%ei«(id ’dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, fituated fifty 
cols firom the fortrefs of A donee, and one hundred and feventy from 
Bieder ; from which their dominions extended fo the fea coafi: one 
way, on another to the river Kiftnah, and fome parts to the river 
Beemrah. They kept an army of thirty thoufand horfe, a million 
of infantry, and their wealth was beyond enumeration. The laft 
Ramraaje attempting to conquer the territories of Adil Shaw 
poree, Koottub Shaw Hyderabadee, and Nizam 
tabadee, the three fultans formed an 




' feutual 

fecurity, and, having joined their forces, matched to the banks of 
the Kiftnah, on the oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped 
with an innumerable hoft. The allies croffed the river and attacked 
him. Adii Shaw was panic- ftruck, but his nobility and troops 


ftood ’ 


d 'trontittued with their allies to charge the enemy. 


Ramraaje, his vaft fuperiority of numbers, had 
pitched a. magnifiifeefe?fSan%y#. -under -whicli he fot upon a throne 
filming with jewels, to give ordlii fo his troops j but when the 
army of the fultans broke in upon his line, he removed into -a' 
palanquin, the bearers of which, being much frightened, threw itu; 
down, and .he was feized by Nizam Shaw’s people, afid brottg^i' 
pwf^P'fo-thekfultanf ' who cut off his'' head and fixed 




fmd ekphants, fell Into the haa^Js me vicronous amcs, wao 
purfued the fugitives with great flaughter to the walls of Becjanug- 

giir ; from wh6:tioe,’ after receiving a valuable contribution fiom the 

late raja’s bjrother, they retreated, leaving him in pofleffion of the 
governmesiC' ‘ ' 

' ; lithe ' imperial firmaun was fent to Mohib AH, Abou Houffuns 
governor of* Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of 
Ufker Rhan and munfub of feven thoufand, to prevent the people 
of the dhhrSs from difperfing j and a force was alfo appointed for 
their defence fotmi the pfefence. Ifittaecl,' Ajeet Naire, and other 
Dekkan officers, with the zemindars, had plundered him, but dif- 
perfed. dic amval of Mukkeram Khan with the rdjil troops. 
iBSato l^mck, governor, of Suaker, dependant upon Beejapore, ha?-** 
ihAaiade W fehmifiiofts to the emperor, delivered up the place s 
vvhicdi ivas 'n^w*' named hluflerut Clhur* K^a Anoop Sing was 
honoured with the commaod,=^ and the rank of five thoufind, hut 
died fhortly after. Bam Naick and his fon were promoted to the 
rank of three thoufand j but they in a little time fled to Wakin 

S ^«;|bsiir ftative place, fix coft from Nuflerut Ghur, and raifed 
-y Ivlahy^nmud Azim Shaw coming from Gooifhuna- ■ 
l^di p^d’'h^ ,doi^llfofe(^:--^^cpurt.. ,.,Shekh Nizam Hyderabadee 
i^mittiiig, wfis honoured wi& the titib of Khan Zummaun and 
munfub of five thoufand. Meer Houlfeinee, a principal officer of 
Abba fiouflun, being raifed to the rank of fix thoufand and,, ti^.of 
Ah' 'l^an, was appointed to the fojedaury^_,.^|^%|ee, ' de- 
pendadt*‘'W 'iKyd^abad Carnatic^^^ .and, ^ created 

thsm had ever '••^ea in the;y^re^;bf‘•}^]F■■"^h^^ emperor. Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan’^asyfeal-.'Wlftr'’^' large; to., hefiege* the fort of 

Adonee,:' and' Know Dulpat- who accompahlW:’'him, ' was promoted 
to the rank of two thoufand one- Imnti'edv TPhe^ kian upon his 
.anarch took fcvetal forts belonging to Beejapore, and one of them, 
ll^hut'Kerrum was named Ferofo Gliur. The fort of Kemtie 
, ' was 
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was called Kummernuggur. The prince Mahirainaud Azim Shaw 
was fent againft Mwlinkgauin, belonging to Beejapcce, which he 
took. 


Jeffwunt Sing Bondela dying, the zemindary of Oorcha was 
conferred on Bugwunt Sing, his fon, an infant of four years, with 
the title of raja. At this time an epidemical ague raged over all 
Dekkan, of which nimbejre alfo a great fcarcity of grain. 

Ghazi ad Dieii 4fe^||>gyiing for fome time blocked up the fort of 
Adonpfiy;^. ^i^8^ e'fMuikood delivered it up j and with his family 
goibgttie the prefence, was honoured with the title of khan and 
mnnfub of feven thoufand. The emperor now moved from Hydesr-.. 
abad by the way of Koolburga to Beejapore. Khan Zummaun was 
appointed to the fojedaury of Kolapore, in the neighbourhood of 
Pernalleh. A peftilence broke out in the camp of Beejapore, raging 
to a great pitch, and many of the ladies of the haram died j upop. 
which the emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur. , . -.t 

The Ipies of Khan Zummaun brought^ hhn, 

Sambah was encamped near .the fort of Kia|^e|j» Belonging to him, 
about fifteen cofs from Pern^eh, in the pafies to Kokun, entirely 
off his guard, immerfed in debauchery and hard drinking. The 
i^j^hed immediately, and about daylight next morning fur- 
prizfed|^;|f|? f^p. Samhah, intending to moveo had fent off the 
greateil ^ h i s..;a|tei^nts with his women Op before him, and 

was waiting for kttbkullu^,. his w^s performing his 

devotions, when they were both taken prifbners. Khan Zummaun 
immediately informed the emperor of his fuccefs, who beaf fbe 
march of vi<3;ory, and difpatched Eaticaud Khan witha confidera^. 
;aj:myto^ befiege the fort of Kairee, which, had., beep, the 
^^^i^^ee.apd his fhc^efior,^, u- , ■ . . 
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Ghazi ad Dim Khan after the furren^er of the fort of Adonee, 
came to encamp near Beejapoce, where he was afdidted with the 
plague ; from which he recovered, but with the total lofs of eyefight. 
The prince. Mahummud Azim Shaw was difpatched to Loluk- 
fcowah, ^e^csdant on Joneer in Kokun, and the emperor moved 
to Tttinmerk, fourteen cofs from Porundeh, with the grand camp. 

The emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur, and Khan Zummaun 
having brought Sambah to court, orders were given to put wooden 
crowns upoh th^ h^s of hini and his: companions, and, mounting 
■them upon camels, after the manner of criminals in PerSa, to con- 
du<a them to the prefence. The emperor gave thanks to God for 
having thus put his , enemy in his power, and raifed Khan 25»mmaun 
^A ih^tefank, with the -title crf Fatteh Jung. Sambah had a red 
hot iron drawn be&d his eyes ^ and fome days after was, with his 
fevourite Kubkulkfs, put to death. The emperor marched, from 
Bahadur Ghur to Buggoreh Gaum, fix cofs from Poonah bn the 
banks of the Beemrah. 


,.Khan fought many fuccefsful battles in Kokun, and 
^ as- to diftrefs the inhabitants greatly. Sewa- 
capture of Sambah, fled' with 
ibritb piittcipal chicis to Seris^pataSii; and lyed Abdoolla Khan 
Bareah was ordered to purfue him i but Rama, near a flnall fort, 
the river, then veiy high, with two of his folio wpr% ai«i 
_ off. ' About eighty chiefs took flicker in thei^^iiiiSlW fi.ll* 

in'g ihfib' fee -khda’s -hands, he tvas ordered,, at 

Beejapwei"'" 'Rama ■ tot '' :'WoJdi 'ad 

_ Dicn,- the ' fon Of -Khan, •• who .commanded as his 
fither’s fe:puJ^"ia Beejapof4''' not.attenfehg to ^ hiS: ' prifoncrs, 

they made:- thrir^■•ejfcape, by^thO' 'Connivance' of>,.hk-'''l^ants,, and 
; l^bining their brethren, fooa raifed diffurbiwices. A few, who in; 



in the country on the banks of the Kiftiah, which is within the 
Beejapore boundaries. QtdetS; wefe feat him to leave the army with 
Khan been diQjatched to command it, and 

feturck ten the 'prefence. 

Eaticaud Khan having taken Rairee, and Saooh, the infant ion 
of Sambah, with his wives and thofe of Rama, was exalted by the 
title of Zoolfeccar Khan and the privilege of ufing the ‘maeh 
meratib, which he had taken belonging to Sambah. The infant 
Saooh was honoured with the title of raja, and a place within, the 
Ruggelah Bar allotted for his , refidence. About this 
tions were made for fending olF the heavy baggagi^, 
and it was itported that the emperor wouMs'fdtttin to Agra or- 
Dhely j but news arriving, that, a Finder chief, named Eeluck, 
having coUedted together a numerous rabble, bad taken Ferofe- 
nuggur, Roh Oollah Khan was detached to that quarter, and all 
thouglfiWii^il^vlE^ to Aurungabad were laid afide. The khan 
marched ' v^r;«ffl'‘fpeed, and Rao.w. Dulput, , who^ was then kella- 
daar of Adonee, lilaHig;of the dhh|rbancp, ^^t Hafiz Morad Khan, 
a principal officer of his own, v(?ith a fconfiderable force, who de- 
feated the rebels j but, as he had no neceffaries for a fiege, he 
encamped at a little difeance from the fort, where he was joinrf 
with a reinforcement and feme cannon, under Summunder '&ha# 
goT^^^pr ,cf iCoolburga.' Roh Oollah Khan commenced tlie fiege 
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Raja Bugwuat Sing Bontt #ing, there 
the family of rajas Shujan Sing or Inder Sing to fuceeed himi 
upon which the rannee Amir Koor, grandmother to the deceafed 
prince, placed & the maje Oodut Sing, who waa defcended from 
Mudhoker Saw, father to Raja Ber Sing E>eo, which was approved 
of the emperor, who conferred on him the title of raja, an a 

Ihitwjle munfub. 

When the emperor heard of Rama’s being arrived at Jinjee, he 
immediately difpatched Zoolfeccar Khan to ^ 

Roh Oollah Khan, having by ftratagem fotcri - Eeluck to Iravq 
Ferofenugguf, took poffeffion of the place, and then par ne 
to a great ditoce. Upon hia flying neat Hydertbad, hi; was 

‘ the fojedaur, and put to death. 


i Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived at Kormncundah, fixty cofs 
from JinJee, was attacked by a large army of the Mharattas, under 
Ifmaeel Mukh, Ajeet Naire, and other zemindars j and though he 
had but a fmall force compared to the enemy’s, yet relying on the 
itoTOl aufpices, he engaged, and giving them a complete over- 
-n towards Jinjee in triumph, taking feveraUort$ 
im the .way, , V - • 



nos. 

1693. 


The emperor encarnped at Kulkulla, fixteen cois from Koree 
Qgium, and diipatched Jumlat al Moolk to the aififrance of Zool- 
f^dar Khan, who was furrounded by the Mharat|^; Jinjee. 
- " ~ ■ , , V . , to Rama, 


li ^wn to the moft 
upon this intelligence, was 


iiil 


Seveffel pf the neyr Dekkan amras had deferj 
ami thefcarc^ ^ provifions In his.^t^ 
aiaiming pitch,'. Syefr.-lielifkar -iChah, 
ordered with treafuto hrom frie" prefetch and a large fupply of 
provifions to join Jumlat al Moolk AiEid Khkn, npoii whofe arrival 
the army experienced fome rclicif. 2kK>lfeccar having given the 
?i|^rge of his camp to Alimefdan Khan, fojedaur of Kinjce, 
.'.'■'■sy. , marched 
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matched hxty cofs into the territories of Tritchihopoly and Tan- 
jore, from the zemindars of which he colledted conhderable con- 
tributions, and then returned, after gaining feveral advantages over 
the Mharattas. 

IChan Jehaun Bahadur being called from Hindoollan, was gra- 
cioufly received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the 
Mharatta chiefs, who had fent their vaqueels to him defiring his 
mediation, and to be allowed to make their fubmiflions ; upon 
which he .y^as empowered to give them affurances under his own 
feal, and fent his fon Himmut Khan Bahadur to bring Suntah Ghore- 
ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, and others, to the prefence, but they would not 
confent to this, being fearful of treachery. Himmut Khan returned 
without effedling any thing, much to the vexation of his father, 
who felt himfelf difgraced by being unable to fulfil his promife to 
the emperor. . ' 

Ifmaeel Mukh, commander of the Dekfcanees in, Carnatic Hy- 
derabad, having made his fubmiflions to Zoolfeccar Khan, whom 
he joined with his relations and followers, was at his requeft ho- 
noured with the rank of five thou&nd and the title of khan, and 
proportionate rewards were bellowed on the reft. Ajeet Naire 
in the fort of Jinjee. < 

Raow Duiput having refigned the government of the fort of a. H. 1104 
Adonee, named by Aurungzehe, Imteauz Ghur, was fent with his A. D, 1692 
followers as far as Sholapore to efcort the prince Bedar Bukht, eldeft 
fon of Azim Shaw, who was on his return from the liege of Sinfin- 
nee, in the Jaut country, near Agra. Being arrived at Bhome, he 
heard that the Mharattas had blocked up the road, having plundered 
Makegaum, and put many of the inhabitants and travdtes fo 
death I upon^ yflfich he fecured his baggage in a fo|t| ^ itemhed 
in purfuit. Manaoor Khan, im. of D|teer K^, him on 

yL II. ' " - the 
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the route, and they came up with the enemy near Tuljapore. The 
Mharattas were full twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy’s force not 
rnore than eight hundred ; but he had fome artillery, with which 
he made great flaughter among the enemy, who fled on tlie fall 
of fome of their chiefs. A detachment from the prefence being 
fent to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the 
prince, whom he condudled to the emperor. He was now ordered 
to efcort the Perfian ambaflador from the imperial camp to Aurung- 
abadj which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vail 
number of all ranks, who had been waiting at that city for an efcort 
to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewaree, intelligence was 
brought him, that a large body of the enemy was approaching with 
the hopes of plunder j upon which he left his convoy in a place of 
fecurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en- 
gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief, 
Lukko Sindia, with feveral other perfons of rank. A valuable 
plunder fell into his hands. For this fervice, the emperor was 
pleafed to reflrore the five hundred to his munfub, which he had 
taken oiF on his refigning the -kelladaree of Adonee. The Mharattas 
were: now :become fo imprefled by his gallantry, that they ever 
after fled on hearitt|; of his approach. He was next commanded 
to eicort a fupply:of ; treaMte;^arr^^^^ at Aurungabad jffom.the 
inner provinces, which he fuccefsfully performed. This year the 
emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be eredled near Aurung- 
abad, on the banks of the great refervoir. 

306, Raow Dulput having brou^t the tflitfpre from Aurangabad, 
694- notwithftanding the ; hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the 
enemy, arrived fafcly at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial 
orders, he gave a mufter of nine hundred excellent horfe above his 
compliment, whom he had called from his own jaghire to attend 
him j but though they did not meet with encouragement from his 
yet regarding his own reputation on the frequent fervices 

upon 
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upon which he was ordered, he chofe to be ’at the additional 
expenfe of maintaining them out of his private revenue. 

Beheramund Khan at Porundeh, hearing that the Mharattas 
had marched towards Toomree, left his baggage at the former 
place, and moved by forced marches to purfue them i but meeting 
with Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who was detached on this fervice, he 
returned to his camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfli moving with a large 
army, to beliege the fort of Wakin Kerah, was joined by Dulput 
Raow, and on their arrival before the place, after a very fatiguing 
march in the height of the rains, the fiege was commenced. 
Skirmiflies happened with the enemy’s troops every day. 

As the liege of Jinjee had lingered to a great length, many of 
the Mharatta munfubdars deferted to Rama, and a vail army was 
advancing to relieve the place. Notwithftanding Jumlat al Moolfc 
was at Gurpah with a great force, orders were lent to the prince, 
to leave Roh Oollah Khan for the fiege of Wakin Kerah, to march 
himfelf with ail ipeed to Gurpah, and to difpatch Raow Dulput 
with treafure and five thoufand horfe from thence to Jinjee to afiifi: 
Zool|pcear. Khan, 

Roh Oollah Khan took command of the fiege, and the prince 
marched for Jinjee by Kernole to Gurpah. Between Kernole and 
Nudeall, where the road runs clofe under a range of mountains, 
were feen the inhabitants of them, a wild people, whofe language 
is not in the leaft underftood by the people of the villages below. 
Their common food is honey, the roots of trees, plants, and thfe 
flelh of animals caught in hunting. They are exceedingly ' bitebk, 
with lopgs hair. ^pn every part of their bodies, and oh '^ir heads 
wore caps had with him 

■ ’■ ' unbarbed 
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unbarbed arrows -and a bow for .tenting. They moleft no one, 
and live in caverns, or under the fliady branches of trees. The 
prince prefented fome of them with gold and fiiver, but they did 
not ieem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it. Upon the firing of a fmall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefs, uncommon to man. 

On the prince’s arrival at Gurpah, Afiud Khan paid his refpedts, 
and joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is 
lixty cofs from Jinjee. From this place Raow Dulput was dif- 
patched with treafure and a large fupply of provifions to Zoolfeccar 
Khan. Raow Gopal Sing Chanderout, Malojee Goherree, Seedee 
Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay 
through a fbrefi:, which had been totally impervious, until it was a 
little cleared by the royal army having cut down many trees and 
removed them. Horfemen pafled with much difficulty, but the 
loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diftrefs. The 
underwood, which was thorny, was fo twined together, as to 
make it impoffible to pafs either on the right or left of the road. 
Tte teteus pafs extended for near forty cofs from Suddum to Kin- 
Jee. 'I he lai h qnu; s|!^he feven chief worffiipping places of the 
Hintec®, whidxare as Oude, Mutterah, Pyauge 

or-Aleabad, Kafee or Banaras, Kinjee, Ontkaporee, and Dowaroutee. 

Thefe feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of 
refort. The environs of Kinjee cannot be lefs jh extent than ten 
cofs. TThere are two temples, ,Sm l^jee and JBiffien Kinjee, the 
walls round each of whicK are lefe extenfive than the citadel of 
Beejapore, and within tl^m, are innumerable edifices, the cofi: of 
which cannot be afcertained By guels. Within the town are many 
iplendid temples, and without, round about it, a great variety. 
The breadth of the town is trifling, being generally one flxeet of 
which are the houfes and gardens of the inhabitants. 

There 
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There are every way a great variety of tanks, which are all lined 
with ftone, and have fteps defcending the whole length of each fide 
from top to bottom. Thefe are called in Hindoeh, Kund Gobind, 
coiledively, but each has a feparate name and feafon appointed for 
bathing in it. The court of Seo Kinjee has been formed into a 
citadel, with baftions and battlements ; and in a part of it refides 
the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent pafiTage of troops, who 
commit great excefies, this was but thinly inhabited,- but Biflien 
Kinjee, which is-iargef, and the cuftoms of it in the receipt of the 
fojedatu'ji as part of his falary, was populous and flourifiiing, being 
reforted to by numerous pilgrims, who paid a toll for permiffion to 
perform their devotions at the temples j fo that a great fum is annu- 
ally collected. From near the fort of Adonee, to Kernole, Kinjee, 
Jinjee, and hence to the fea Goaft, there is not a village without a 
temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, or the god Ram. Raow 
Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, took with him Ali- 
merdan Khan, the fojedaur of that place, and moved to the fort 
of Bindwaftnee, which is twelve cofs from Jinjee j ihatehirig 
by Velore, a fort equal to Ahmednuggur, r^ehed me neighbour- 
hood of Jinjee. As Muttullub Khan, who came with Dulput 
Raow, had an imperial firmaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble- 
man advanced to meet it fome diftance from his camp, the foldiers 
of which -received new life from the treafure and provifions, having 
long been ip extreme want* Zoolfeccar Khan having appointed 
Raow Dulput to 'the command of his right wing, he went to recon- 
noitre round the fort, and the' Cn^y making a fally, the raow 
detached a fmall body, who cut many of them to pieces. 

Roh Oollah Khan, who had returned to the imperial camp 
after being obliged to raife the fiege of Wakin' Kerah, was taktn 
dangefoufly Bli .and feeing de^ approach, font thh, verfo *to 
Auruffgzete:: ,** The broken-hearted in, the, night of his 
« life hatoing fo :thc cfofi?f'-wi.|hV what jWgS'fo^ he die who 
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« cannot fee thee!” The emperor repaired to his houfe without 
delay, and on his arrival being announced, the dying chief exclaim- 
ed in verfe, « With what fatisfadion does the fubjed quit the 
« world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence !” 
He expired inftantly after uttering this, and the emperor retired 
much alFeded at the lofs of Ib old and feithful a minifter. The date 
of his death is included in the following verfes: “ The.navob, the 
“ beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the blaft of 
“ death extinguiflied the lamp of his life, the heavens wept, and, 
“ mourning, faid, ‘Life hath left the world.” Sippedar.IChan, the 
fecond fonofKhan Jehaun, was raifed to the rank of three thou- 
fand, with the government of the province of Aleabad. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhlh, with Jumlat al Moolk 
Affiid Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjee, Zoolfeccar 
Khan and other amras went to pay their reipedts, and accompany 
his highneft to the Ipot fixed for his encampment. The khan was 
himftlf ftationed oppofite the great gateway of the fort, and a 
rivulet ran through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround 
the; place. , The camp of the prince and Jumlat al Moolk was fixed 
toward the hill of , Solungwerum, near the redoubt of Kiihenghur, 
which joins to the fort, about and a half from Zoolfeccar 

Khan’s poft, and a trench thrown up round it. Ifmaeel Khan 
Mukh, with others, was polled on the road of Carnaticghur behind 
the fort. Near Shytaundoeh, where was a port by which the be- 
fieged had, a communication with the woods, and proppred; fupplies, 
Kaker Khan was ftationed to prevent, ,thepi, ; 


I':/ \ 


As the enemy frequently if liight difturbed tho prince’s camp by 
throwing rockets, Zoolfeccar Khan pofted a body of his own troops 
as an outpoft, when they ceafed their infolence. Six thouiand of 
the enemy made a'fally from the gate facing the baggage camp, 

' . . , , and 

A pun OB his name, it fignifying foul or life. 
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan with Raow Dulput and other 
ofBcers, who purfued them clofe to the gate with great flaughter. The 
prince and Affud Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar Khan, and fyed 
LejQikar Khan took up their ground. The rains now fet in with 
great fury ; grain again became exceedingly fcarce, and the conftant 
duties of the liege beyond meafure fatiguing to the troops. The 
enemy made a defperate fally from the fort on the poft of Mahum- 
muiMomin, and drove away his troops j but, by the timely fuc- 
cour of Dulput Raow, were again repulfed with great flaughter. 

At the conclufion of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs, 
with fifteen thoufand horfe, advanced for the affiflance of Rama to 


the relief of Jinjeej upon which, as there were not troops fiafiicient 
to keep up the blockade and at the fame time oppofe the enemy in 
the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall feveral of 
the detached polls to the main body. Orders were inllantly dif- 
patched to the different amras for this purpofe, upon which lyed 
Lelhkar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but Ifmaeel 
Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the fort, made fdnie 
delay, and his followers were employed in colleding their baggage 
when Dhunnah arrived. The khan upon this formed his people as 
well as he could, and moved towards the camp, but was attacked on 
the march by Dhunnah’s army and a large body of the enemy from 
the fort, with whom he fullained a running fight to the poll of Kaker 
Khan, when night coming on the battle ceafed, but with the lofs of 
great part of his men killed and taken prifoners. In the morning, 
the khan, with his remaining followers, purfuing his route over a 
pafs, was himfelf wounded and taken prifoner, but releafed foon 
after, by the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account df former friOnd- 






All comtnunicafion between the prefence and 1 
been long lldpped^^^^^various illnefs^and 


even 
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even death prevailed. The prmcie, on account of the advance of 
the enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to believe fucli 
tales, confulted apart with his own fervants, who imprudently gave 
him advice, to make terms with the enemy, and, having confined 
Afiud ad Dowlah and Zoolfeccar Khan, to a£t independantly. Having 
agreed with Rama, the prince refolved to join him, and fuddenly 
ordered out his followers and baggage for march ; but Afllid Khan 
being informed of this rath meafure, fent immediate advice oSt to 
Zoolfeccar Khan, alfo a meffage to the prince, requefting to know 
the caufe of his preparing his troops in the night. I’o this an 
anfwer was fent back, that he had received intelligence of the 
enemy’s intending to make' a night attack. Jumiat al Mooik re- 
plied, that the alarm was i^fe, and defired that the troops might 
retire to their tents, and only the ufual guards be pofted, as other 
preparations only ferved to fpread falfe alarms, and difriearten the 
army. 

The prince learning that Afiud Khan was upon his guard, and 
had called together the imperial officers, thought proper to difmifs 
his tme^si. and defer the execution of his plan to another oppor- . 
tunity. ZoolfeecM* I0aa informed by his father of the* 

’ prince’s condud, cdlled:ed and remained under arms 

during the night. In the morning, after burffing as many of the 
cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved 
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of the enemy from 
the fort, after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deftroy 
' the works, while another attacked the hfre on its march. 

Zoolfeccar Khan having joined his father, a council was held, 
in which it was argued, that if the prince’s plan Ihould take effed, 
the emperor would be very juffly difpleafed, fo that it would be 
moft advifeable to prevent it by putting the prince under confine- 
ment, This being agreed upon, Afiud Khan, Zoolfeccar Khan, 

and 


‘te , 
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and other amras, paffing by the audience tent, and from thence 
upon their elephants within the netting, threw down the ikreens 
of the dewan khaneh. The prince’s fervants were alarmed, and 
the attendants of the mahal fired fome mufquetry. 



The prince, difiurbed at the intrufion, came running con- 
fafedly from the fquare of the women’s apartments, when fome 
foot^ foldiers belonging to Jellall Khan feizing his hands, brought 
him without li^ .lhoes before Jumlat al Moolk. Dulput Raow 
feeing hfinr-in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and 
placed him upon his elephant, feating himfelf behind in the khow- 
afleh. Aflud Khan now addrefied the prince, telling him that the 
late rumours were falfe, as the emperor was in health ; alfo, that 
he had adled in fuch a manner as would not only difgrace himfelf 
but bring fliame upon his grey hairs. The enemy by their feints 
kept the. camp in conftant alarm all this day. As it was not fafe to 
leave the prince in his own tents, Aflud Khan brought him to his, 
and having performed the cufl:omary compliments upon his alight-- 
ing,- ordered every thing neceflary for his accommodation. Syed 
Lefhkar Khan was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of 
the mahal were placed feparately. 

Intelligence arrived that Suntah was following Dhunnah, and 
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from Kinjee, and that Alimer- 
dan Khan Fojedaur had marched to oppofe him, thinking himfelf 
fuperior. Suntah had a ve^ larger, force; and, in the adlion, a 
numerous body of Bhela foot, which the khan had hired, deferted 
to the enemy, fo that he was obliged to fly, and attempted to 
regain the poll of Kinjee, but was taken prifoner with many of his 
ofiicers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage were 
plundered. ' _ , ■ , ■ 
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amounted now to twenty thouiand none, ocnuct, v.... 

place. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably an- 
ployed in guarding *e prince and the clwge of the baggage. The 
prince’s followers were difgufted, and would not Ita out of t tea 
Les. and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer of two thou&nd. wt& 
feme others, feigning illnels ftulked with 

feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Serafrauz Khan, Fatteh Oollah Khan 
Tooranee Raow Kanoo Mharatta, and fome other chiefs, with 
about two thoufand horfe, engaged the onemy and repeatedly de- 
feated them, fo that they could make no impelTion. 

The fcarcity of grain became now fo great in the camp, as to 
be intolerable : upon which Zoolfeccar Khan with his brave friertds 

wnrTwe funniies at the fort of Bindwaftnee, twelve cdfs 

night. The Tooran Moguls, 
le corn merchants, and proper 
loR by the impatience of the troops. In the morning, the 
was left, returned towards the camp. T 
it Deoee tO oppofe him, 
put, qn the flank repeatedly repulfed them, 
affifted the fronV when often took charge of the 

Jinj^ee, -and in the morning the 
all quarters, firing fo quickly, that 
Their markfmen 
elephants, and many jh©t"|>aired over 
Raow Dulput,' who alfo ufedhbmifs^loqkfthd ''wounded fome of 
the enemy’s ofiitserfi.i* .Th@'';'itefei^hs'‘'^ith grain now funk into the 
mud in croffing a ^tihp oF iice fielcfe, and even the horfe could 
move but with llownefs and difficulty. The ammunition was 
alfo nearly expended. At this jundure, moil: of Raow Dulput’s 
cavalry moved to the right, where was a found road, and thus 
Weame feparated from the infantry, fo that not above eighty horfe 

remained 


from Jinjee, 
under cover < 
order was 

khan colleding what 
dnemiy ■ fcwk cqUeded 
quarters, , ' '^ao#';';thS 

rear. This night was pafled near 
enemy in great force charged bn 
the grain merchants were thrown into confuflon 
aimed chiefly at the amras 





nor hopes of kny fpeedy fnccoiiri lo that aftairs were reduced to 
the laft pitch of diftrefs. At. this Rama, contrary 

to the advice of all his chiefs, propofed a truce, that the army 
fhould move to Bindwaftnee, when he would prepare a proper 
oifering for his majefty. Duiput Raow repeatedly advifed Alihd 
Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan againft compliance, obferving, that»it 
could only be attended by thfgrace, and olfering to advance db|sty 
or forty^ thouf^nd rupees for the immediate ufe of ' it. 

being fafef wah:^'‘:at:. expea: 

■ ,lM -ji- ' ' relief 
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remained round the raow’s elephant. The enemy feeing this, 
detached a party of their foot to an eminence near, yvho fired fd 
quickj that matters became defperate. The raow had flopped to help 
the camels and bullocks out of the fwamp, and during this the reft 
of the troops had marched on. The raow, determined to fell his. 
life dearly, flood firmly, and fhortly after was joined by Serafrauz 
Khart Dekkanee with five or fix thoufand horfe, when he charged 
the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile j then 
halting till the bulioAs were difengaged from the fwamp, he flowly 
folbwed fibe ifeggage. The f&ing now became lefs frequent, and 
being arrived at a brook, where fome fmall pieces of artillery were 
fwamped, the khan fixed to them flrong ropes, which having put 
round the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy were ap- 
palled at fuch gallantry, and went off towards Jinjee. Zoolfeccar 
Khan arrived at the camp about nightfall, and fully reprefented to 
Affud Khan the raow’s behaviour, on which he conferred naany 
praifes. : ' ^ 

The fupply now brought was but final!, and: the fcardty foon 
became again diflrefiing. Some of the followers ventured to the 
enemy’s camp with money, and were allowed to buy fufficient for a 
meal, which they ate on the fpot, but not to bring the linalleft 
quantity away. The enemy from morning till night daily made 
attacks On th© camp, in which was now neither pro vifions, money,, 
nor hopes of any fpeedy fuccouri 


1 
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relief from the emperor, than make ternis. On the other hand, 
all the foldiers, particularly the artillery, declared they would not 
remain another day, as they'muft inevitably die of hunger ; fo that 
Aflud Khan was reduced to comply with their clamours, and make 
a truce. . ' ■ : - ■ ' v ; ; 

Affud Khan with the prince moved at twelve o’clock the” next 
day, but the horfes, camels, and other animals of the camp, were 
fo weakened by famine, that they could not take away the baggage, 
great part of which was fet fire to, tnd much- left on the ground. 
The Mharatta foldiers came into the camp freely, and feeing great 
quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners 
that whatever they left behind fliould be fafely conveyed to them ; 
but about a thoufand of them followed the army on the march, and 
plundered the ftraggling followers. The exhaufted troops arrived 
in three days at Bindwaftnee, and grain was procured. News rtow 
arrived that Cafim Khan was advanced as far as Cavereepauk with 
large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he 
took timely fhelter in a fort with his convoy. Zoolfeccar Khan, 
leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwaftnee, marched to Cafim 
Khan’s afliftance, and brought the fupplies in fafety to his camp. 
Th^ reports which had. prevailed were now happily contradidred, 
and the troops inipired with new confidence. As feveral zemin- 
dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool- 
ieccar Khan and Cafim Khan, having marched, colle(fled con- 
fiderabk G^tftributions from them. When the nevvs of the fiege of 
Jinjee beirig railed reached him, the emperor wks ^eatly diJpleafed, 
and ordered the ptittce^^ : Affud Khan to his prefence. Great 
favours were conferredhn the former, but much coolnefs fliewn to 
the latter. This year a fortification was begun round Begumpore 
at Aurimgabad, to proted it from the Mharattas. 
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When Zoolfeccar Khan, upon r^ifing the fiege of Jinjee, re- 
moved to Bindwaftnee, the enemy poffeffed themfelves of feveral 
fmall forts. He now marched ,to regain them, and ftorming the 
fort of Permacoil, put the garrifon to the fword. He after this 
alfo took many fortified temples, which abound through both the 
Carnatics, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the 
Mahummedan conquefts. When he arrived near Tanjore, the 
zemindar of Tritchinopoly fent a confiderable offering, with requefts 
of affiftance to reqov# feveral places which the raja of Tanjore had 
taken frotip. iiiai- Zoolfeccar Khan complied with the requeft, and 
obliged the Tanjoree to reftore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly 
was an infant, and the power of the ffate veiled in his mother, a 
woman of great abilities, who condudted affairs with a mafculine 
courage. Here is a fumptuous temple, built by the rajas, on the 
banks of the Caveree. 

Zoolfeccar Khan overran Tanjore, took much plunder and a 
very large contribution from the raja; after which he demanded one 
from the zemindar of Palimcote, but he ufing many evafions, the 
khan befieged the place, which held out, the inhabitants making 
■feveral bold fallies, for five days j when Raow Dulput, with the 
lofs of fifty Raajepootes, got poffeffion of the town, and the polygars 
evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept- 
ed and plundered by the troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap- 
ture of this poll:* placed tannas in Annet waul, and returned to the 
neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of Ajeet 
Naire, he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him 
to be put to death j which was done by firatagem, as he was too 
powerful to be punilhed openly. All his women burnt with him. 
His effects were plundered by the troops. , 

, Affu<|,;I^an was now called to the prefence, and agflfi peftwed 
to the'" jm'|3^rkl,fayqui:. , .Zoolfeccar 

' ' -■ charge 
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charge of Syed Kubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars of 
Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguiflied by promotion and other 
honours. The emperor with the royal family went to pafs the 
Ramazan at Beejapore, and left the charge of the grand camp to 
Affud Khan. At this time, the wells in the city of Beejapore dried 
up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from 
a diftance. 


Mauzira, with his family, had long 
been confined clofely in the Ruggelah Bar, and fuffered greatly 
from his father’s difpleafure. Mahummud Azim Shaw was dan- 
geroufly indifpofed with a dropfy, and fome ill condud of the prince 
Kaum Bukhfli had fcaufed him to be kept alfo in ftridk confinement. 
At length the emperor, moved by their diftrefies and paternal af- 
fection, ordered the prince’s tents to be pitched without the Rug- 
gelah Bar, and permitted them more liberty. After this they were 
gi-adually reltored to their jaghires and commands. The prince 
Mahummud Mauzim was honoured with the title of Bahadur Shaw 
and government of Cabul. On taking leave# he was permitted to 
beat the. nobut firom the royal quarters. Several amras were alfo 
fent with ^im.; Tiw jttnperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called 
now Iflaumpore, twelve cbfo &oia Sliolapore, on the hanks of the 
:'&emrah- river;y-: 


Zoolfeccar, Khan befieged the fort of Velore, and had redr 
the place to great diftrefs, when Dhunnah and Sunt^ ajpproached 
with a confiderable army to its relief. Kittiaiahi arrived firll, and 
the khan having bag^ge ahd - Women, under charge of 

Raow Dulput, . to the ‘^ik of Areot, eight cofs diftant, marched to 
oppofe the enemy,' who then retired to Tirivaddee, where they 
furrounded Saadutmund Khan Choree, the fojedaur, but the khan 
arriving fpeedily# gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he 
returned to recommence the fiege. 
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Suntah following Dhunnah, arrived in the JBeejapore Carnatic, 
where Cafim Khan, the fojedaur, joined by Khanehzad Khan and 
Amaun Oollah Khan, prepared to oppofe him j but the zemindars 
joining Suptah, he was greatly fuperior to the royalifts. Cafim Khan 
fled to the fort ofDundoore, but there being fcarce any proviflons in 
the place, many men, elephants, camels, horfes, and bullocks, began 
to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut off ; and about a 
month had paiTed in this diffrefled fituation, when a capitulation 
was unavoidably entered into. The effeds, which had efcaped the 
plunder ia.«he ield, were all given up to the enemy, and the troops 
came out in a mofb wretched and famiihed fituation, Cafim Khan 
died during the blockade ; the other amras, after recruiting them- 
felves and men at Adonee, moved to the prefence j but the emperor, 
being much difpleafed, would not admit them to an audience, and 
detached them to various places. Khanehzad Khan was appointed 
kelladaar of Mahummudabad Bieder^ Sufffhekun Khan fojedaur of 
Dhamounee ; Mahummud Moraud Khan fojedaur of Godereh in 
Guzarat } and Ram Chund, fon of Raow Dulput, kefia^r ,,pf 
Ghur Nummoonai but he fled firom thence to his Other’s zemin- 
daree with intention of taking forcible polleflion ; upon which the 
emperor fent orders to the fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take 
him prifoner, or put him to death. 

Suntah after his vidlory moved towards Jinjee; when ZoolJfeccar 
Khan marching fiom Arcot gave him a total defeat near the fort of 
Arnee. Himmut Khanr fopi®f Khan Jehaun Bahadur, being fent 
to the aid of Khanehzad Khan, was killed by an arrow in an action 
with the enemy, and foon after Khan Jehaun died in the imperial 
camp. Aurungzebe did him the honour of a vifit in his lafi: mo- 
ments.. His fortune was confifcated to the treafuiy, but the a’mount 
did hot nnfwer expedations. He was a nobleman of truefi|gpi;||:,j 
and,,, %;ipg-|he^ emperor’s fofter brother, thought himfeif^^i^for 
to all 'amras.,,- 

’• . pages. 
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pages, houfes, and attendants. He ufed great freedom of fjpeedi 
with Aurungzebe, who was often difpleafed with his repartees, 
particularly, when on alking his advice in the affairs of Dekkan, 
he talked in a free ftrain of cenfure on the imperial operations. 

A. H. nil. This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun- 
A. D. 1699, (Jered Dekkan in parties, as far as Ballaghaut. 

A. H. 1112, Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving his baggage at Arcot, marched to 
A.D. 1700. colled contributions, which he exaded from the zemindars of Tan- 
jore and other diflrids ; but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jinjee, where inteftine divifions had happened 
among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place. 

Dhunnah, having difa^^eed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed plans of treafon againft him. Upon this, Rama 
difpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his 
own and Dhunnah’s troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them. 
Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, and Suntah returned to his 
. own country, much difpleafed at their treatment j but he was 
killed in a furprize ftibrtly after, by the brother in law of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and fent it to the emperor. Dhunnah 
how acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama’s miniften but Perferam, 
another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah's fon, 
and Ms tincle. Herjee Hindoo Raow, ^ ^ ’■ ' • ' ■ 

At this time Rama ehttdated peace bn certain conditions, and 
fent his fon Kerrun under care of Rath Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar 
Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during 
the rams at Bindwaftnee. The emperor would not Men to Rama’s 
offers of fubmiffion, but ordered Zoolfeccar Khan to commence the 
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iiege of Jinjee j upon which Kerrun was fent back to his father. 
Zoolfeccar Khan was honoured by the title of NuiTerut Jungj 
upon which he made a great feaft, and conferred rich prefents upon 
his officers and troops. 

NuiTerut Jung marched, and encamped before Jinjee, of which 
he began the fiege without delay. He himfelf chofe the poll of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was Rationed before the gateway 
and on the back of the fort. Ram Chund Harrah between it and 
Chummar Tungara, a redoubt which was taken by ftorm two days 
^ter by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shitaun 
Dooee, and NuiTerut Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inftant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this palTage ; but, 
like many other generals, he wilhed to prolong the war. Indeed 
the total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been effeded 
with eafe many years before, but the amras delayed on purpofe, and 
fecretly affifted each other to draw out the war to a never ending 
length, for their own advantage; alfo dreading, that when the 
emperor Ihould have finally reduced Dekkan, he would carry his 
arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable 
to the nobility, who did not wilh to encounter the hardlhips of the 

north. 

Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjore. 
Raow Dulput, who was Rationed, near the gateway, carried his 
approaches to Kilhen, Ghur, which joins to Jinjee, and was ad- 
vanced near the wall, when Zoolfeccar Khan thought proper to 
recall him to his own poR, and Daood Khan was Rationed at 
Chuttun Ghur. A perfon having found out a path which led 
through the woods into the fort, communicated his difcovery to 
Daood Khan, who went himfelf with fome attendants to furvey it, 
and finding it paflable, the Rorm was immediately ordered*^ Raow 
Dulput with his followers Toon gained the outer w;all:in fpite of 
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all oppofition ; upon which the befieged fled towards the citadel, 
called Calicote, but the Raajepootes were too fwift for them, and 
put to death great numbers j alfo taking five elephants belonging 
to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a building called Rauje- 
ghur. The wicket of Shitaun Dooee, which had been bricked up, 
was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with his people. 


Daood Khan alfo entered at another part, and the inhabitants 
here alked for quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfe 
plunder fell to the vidors, Rama’s family having barricadoed 
themfelves in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of Jinjee, entreated 
terms; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan came himfelf to the gate, 
and fent in by a ladder Ram Chund Harrah to give them affurances 
of protedion -'and good treatment. Palanquins were fent for the 
women and children, who came out and were faved from, violence ; 
but one of Rama’s wives, fearing difhonour, threw herfelf from the 
top of the wall, and was daflied to pieces on the rocks below. 
Zoolfeccar Khan remained in the fort to colled the plunder and 
poft guards ; but the other amras returned to their feveral Rations. 
About four thoufand women and children were taken, but very few 
fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for the whole of the for- 
tifications, though there are fix forts and a large town, extenlive 
tanks, groves of cocoanut trees; Siid ^rdens. The khan having given 
orders for the repair of the fort and an inveftigation of the private 
paths, appointed Ghuzzunfir Khan kelladaar for the prefent, and 
came out with Rama’s women and children under his own pro- 
tedion, to the camp. 


This year the imperial camp was overflowed by the rifing of the 
Beemrah, and great numbers of people drowned but at length his 
majefly penned a devout prayer, which upon being thrown into the 
water, it fell inftantly. The prince Bahadur Shaw was appointed 
to the government of Cabul. 

B'oolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar Khan Nufferut Jung was calle 4 the prefence A.H.1114. 
from Arcot, The emperor marched in perfon againft the enemy, A* * 7 °^' 
and after taking in three days the fort of Buffunt Gurrah, fat down 
before Sittarrah, a place of great ftrength. Bhaow Kifhna, a 
Mharatta chief, with fifteen thoufand horfe, crofled the river Ner- 
budda, and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftrids, 
retreated. This was the firft time that a Mharatta chief had ven- 
tured to extend their depredations acrols the Nerbudda. Ranoo, 

Suntah’s fon„ with Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo 
Raow, in conjundion had colleded great riches by their incurfions, 
and Rama, at the head of a vaft body, alfo committed great exceffes 
in the imperialfbubah of Berar. 


Sultan Bedar Bukht was detached to puniflr thefe banditti, alfo 
Zoolfeccar Khan j who, leaving his heavy baggage at Sholapore, 
met the prince near the town of Jarnate, and marched in purfuit of 
Rama, who fled before him, by tlie road of Porundeh, and crol&d 
the Beemrah into his own country. Dhunnah with other chiefs 
marched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, 
and had the khan not followed by very quick marches, they would 
mofl: probably have plundered it. On the day of his approach they 
fled towards Sittarrah Ghur, and being arrived near, the royal camp, 
attempted the plunder of the grand granaries j but Zoolfeccar Khan 
coming up, gave them a total defeat. The evening of the battle 
I - Beheramund Khan, mepr bukhflii, joined the khan, and requefted 

I ’ that he would permit him to take the credit of the victory, in order 

^ to give him reputation with the emperor. The khan confented j 

i and accordingly the bukhflii and his followers were honoured with 

the royal thanks and honorary drefles. Some days after, Zoolfeccar 
if Khan requeiled an audience, and was gracioufly received by the 

I cmperpf, who difpatched him with other araras to pbferye the 

f enemy, and prevent |hem from committing excefles Pn the baggage 

I camp at Birnaahporel On his arrival, he learned that Ouzbuk 
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Khan with a large convoy of money and provifions, was arrived at 
Roigurrah, twelve cofs off, but had halted, not daring to advance 
through fear of the enemy, who were on the watch for fo^rich a 
prize. The khan upon this marched to join him ^ then leaving the 
baggage under his charge, purfued the enemy four and twenty cofs 
frorS the morning until nine o’clock at night, not giving them the 
fmalleft refpite or himfelf refrefhment. He then, returned, and 
conducing the convoy in fafety to Birmahpore, halted fome time in 
that neighbourhood. 

Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of the fmall pox, was 
fucceeded by his fon Kerrun, who furvived him but a few days, 
and was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infant of only two years, 
under the guardianfhip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took up his 
refidence with his charge in the fortrefs of Kalneh, and was unani- 
moufly obeyed by the other chiefs. Nufferut Jung purfued a body 
of the enemy by Sholapore, and eroded the Beemrah at Tuljapore, 
into their country. 

Rutlun Sing, fon of Gopal Sing, who had been fent by his 
father to manage Bis zeftiindaree, kept back the revenues to his own 
ufej upon which Go]?al to the emperor, who 

ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, but he would not obey. 
However after fome time he made his fubmiffions, through Mukh- 
tar Khan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Mahummedan 
faith; which pleafing Aurungzebe, he conferred upon him his fa- 
ther’s territories. Gopal Sing being difgufted at this, fled from the 
fultan Bedar Bukht’s camp, and endeavoured to recover his country 
by rebellion ; but, not lucceeding, he fought a fhelter in the rana 
of Odipore’s dominions. The emperor at this time fliewed hut 
little favour to his faithful and mofl: ufeful fubjedts the Raajepootes, 

which greatly cooled their ardour for his fervice. 

; i Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar, after croffing at Tuljapore, purfued, the enemy A. H. 1115. 
wherever they fled, and had feveral fevere engagements, in all 
which he was viftorious, Diflentions had happened between Dhun- 
nah and Ranoo; but they now faw it their interefl: to unite, and 
agreed to meet for a reconciliation, and to form a plan of operations, 
near Koolburga. The khan, having purfued Dhunnah to the neigh- 
bourhood of Tuldoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and marched 
towards the town of Monillah, which was the place of conference 
fixed upon by the two chiefs. Dhunnah upon this ventured to en- 
gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a 
vafi body to join him, at Firofeabad, eight cofs from Koolburga. 

Being reconciled, the two chiefs formed a regular camp, near the 
ruined fort of Firofeabad, on the banks of the Beemrah. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, though his force was comparatively fmall with that of the 
enemy, which confided of thirty five thoufand horfe, repeatedly de- 
feated them, and, at length, after a fpace of eight months, they 
were rendered unable to keep the field, and feparating their forces, 
took Ihelter in the woods. After a continuance of feme months, 

Ranoo went towards Pernalleh, and Dhunnah towards Wakin Kerah. 

The khan, upon intelligence of this, leaving Birmahpore upon his 
right, marched, and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be- 
longing to the emperor. The rains now fet in, and the horfes, 
elephants, and camels had been fo harafled by conflant marching 
as to be quite unferviceable. The khan had in this lad campaign, 

■ in marches, countermarches, and purfuits, moved above two thou- 
fand cofs, fo that the whole army was exceffively fatigued. Intel- 
ligence now arrived, that a body of the enemy committed depreda- 
tions between Birmahpore and the royal camp ; upon which the 
emperor ordered the khan to take pod where he thought proper 
between thefe two dations, to keep open the communication. The 
khan ailed accordingly, {hiding his ground from place to plac^ as 

he faw occaiion. Daood Khan Piinnee was detached ironi Jhiw 

' ' ' , , . _ ’ . , ' • ’ .. ■ ■ 
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the fojedaiiiy of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo that but a very fmall force 
remained. 

The emperor was ftill engaged in befieging the fort of Sittarrali 
Ghur, which yet held out againft his arms with an obftinate bravery, 
and found means to procure daily fupplies by private roads, Ihe 
belieged alfo made feveral fallies by night on the camp, but were 
always driven back with lofs. 

Terbeut Khan, ccpimander of the artillery, at length carried 
two mines under a baftion, which were fprung, and blew up about 
four hundred of the belieged who were ftationed upon the walls of 
the fort j but Terbeut Khan having neglected to give proper infor- 
mation to the troops in the batteries, atout three thoufand of them, 
with feveral chiefs of note, were killed by the expiofion ; which 
misfortune brought upon him the royal dilpleafure, and the refent- 
ment of the whole army, as every one had loll a relation or friend* 
The governor of the fort, finding it vain to Hand out longer, begged 
quarter j and, at the intercefiion of fuitan Bedar Bukht, was par- 
doned, and promoted to the rank of five thoufand. The emperor 
named this fQrfc;.4zim Tarrah i and, after fettling a proper garrifon, 
moved to be^geiTertee, .anot^r llrong fortrefs not far dillant. 
Fatteh Oollah Khan was commanded to conduct the liege, and 
having found an opportunity of planting wooden ladders on the 
walls, about three hundred Moguls and others w'ere killed in an . 
unfuGcefsful ftorm^ but the enemy foon after fubmitted on capitu- 
lation, which was granted by his maje%, ; at the intercefiion of the 
prince Mahummud Azim " This place was named by the 

■ empemr- 'fettiiseTarrifeiif i ; ,4^ 

After this, the emperor marched, though in the height of the 
rains, which was fo dillrefiing to the army, that even many noble- 
men were obliged to travel on foot. He halted for fome days at 

Bhofegurrah, 
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Bhofegurrali, which was new named Iflaum Tarrah: the prince 
Azim Shaw was fent to Malwa, as the rana had fhewn hgns of 
difafFedion by giving flielter to Gopal Sing Chanderaowt, and a 
rebellion in that quarter was expeded, more efpecially as Shujaut 
K-han, the governor of Ajmere, was lately dead, and a new one 
not yet appointed. Gliazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent to 
corred the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the prefence, and 
the prince ordered to punifh him on his march. Upon this account 
he halted fome time at Boorahanpore, and was then ordered to 
take upon him the government of Guzarat. 

Dulput Roy was honoured with the command of the advanced 
body of Zoolfeccar Khan’s army, in the room of Daood Khan Pun- 
nee j and though he had before kept up a force out of his own 
purfe, beyond his compliment, he on this occalion greatly encreafed 
the number for his own reputation. • 

The emperor moved to encamp at Khouafipore fbr^ the remain- 
der of the rains, which were fo violent, that the camp was over- 
flowed by the river, and a great number of people and cattle 
periflied. The waters rofe up to the gate of the royal mufic room, 
and danger was apprehended to the apartments of his majefty, who 
was at this time much indifpofed with a fore in the right foot, 
which refifled all the power of medicine, and was very painful. 

The prince Bedar Bukht was jfent . towards Mortizaabad for the 
flege of Pernalleh, and Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to attend him. 
He accordingly joined the prince at Moorje, where he halted Ibme 
time on account of the overflowing of the waters; but repeated in- 
ilrudtions coming from court to proceed, the prince at length moved 
by forced marches, and fat down befetre Pernalleh. Zoolfec^c 
Khan made an excurfion as far as the fort of Khalneh. The 
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emperor moved from Khouaffpore to Moorje, in order to give 

inftruitions and ciflift the ficgc* 

Dhunnahwith a great body of Mharatto having “ 

the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hummeed ad Dien KJmn 
and M^aim Khan were detached againft him i but a great number 
of their followers being killed, they reqnned reinfccements, 
Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their affiftance. ^e enemy fled 
immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfned them as fir 
as Tugoanee in Beejapore, when they made a Itod, and were de- 
feated with great lofi. The nerd day a frelh body abated, and 
Raow Dulput pnrfued them without halting for thirty cofi with 
much flaughter: Zoolfeccar Khan after this movrf back wi* fpeed 
toPernaUeh, left the enemy fliould attempt to difturb the fiege of 

: rthat;placey:;:[i::K3 

All the Mharatta chiefo after fome time united under Ram • 
Chund Pundit, and moved to the neighbourhood of Pemalleh, 
where they plundered the camp followers and traveUers without 

mercy. A number of grain merchants coming with proviiions, the 
enemy furrounded them at Rollapore, only five cofs from the camp i 
upon which the prince feiit Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their aflift- 
ancej but the enemy being in great force, he could only a^ upon 
the defend ve, of which he lent notice to the prince, who imme- 
diately dilpatched Nuflerut Jung, Raow Dulput, and Ram Sing 
Harrah to his relief. Raow Dulput arriving firft, his Raajepootes 
killed about four hundred of the enemy’s foot. ’ Zoolfeccar Khan 
remained under arms the whole highti and in the morning the 
enemy, feeing no advantage was to be gained, took to flight. The 
whole imperial army was much diftreffed this year, by fatiguing 
marches, fcarcity of provifions, and other inconveniencies. 
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Zoolfeccar Khan again defeated a great body of Mharattas 
in the neighbourhood of Porundeh, and at jfeverai other jHades. 
During this purfuit, he palled through part of Ber^r, wMbh was 
much laid’walle by the enemy j but they had JparetJ fbffle pergun- 
VoL. 11. . P : • nahs. 


Ghazi ad Dien Khan being recalled from D'eogur to the pre- 
fence, was ordered to purfue Ranoo, who committed depredations A. D. 1704. 
in the neighbourhood of Koolburga; and alfo to punilh Ponapah 
Pinder, the raow of Wakin Kerah. Ghazi ad Dien marched 
towards Koolburga, and the emperor to carry on the fiege of Per- 
nalleh with greater vigour. Mucklifs Khan, fecond buklhi, died, 
and Khanehzad Khan, Ion of Roh Oollah Khan, being recalled 
from Hyderabad, was honour^ With his father’s title and the office 
of grand lleward of the imperial houfehold. When the emperor 
arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the prince with all his officers 
received the honour of an audience. Abou HoulTun, the depofed 
king of Hyderabad, died at this time in his confinement in the for- 
trefs of Dowlutabad. Dhunnah and other Mharatta chiefs, ad- 
vanced to the grand baggage camp at Birmahpore, and the enemy 
even invaded Khandeihe and the province of Malwa. Zoolfeccar 
Khan purfued and defeated Dhunnah. 

Jumlat al Moolk Afllid Khan was recalled to the prefence> and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan entrufted with tbe^ charge of the baggage 
camp in his room. The fort of Pernalleh was at length taken, 
after which the emperor moved with the grand camp, and cantoned 
in the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah Butchgaum. Beheramund 
Khan was fent to befiege the fort of Chundun Mundun, which tlie 
enemy maithed to relieve } but Zoolfeccar Khan advancing in the 
night, when it rained very hard, came upon their army by furprize, 
and defeated them. Tlie' emperdr now marched to befiege the fort 
of Khalneh, and was pleafed to exalt Aflud Khan to the title of 
ameer al amra. 


lo6 AURUNGZEBE’s operations in dekkan. 

* Balls, the zemindars of which were regular in the payment of the 

choute. The landholders of Berar and Khandeflie joined the 
enemy, to the number of fixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar 
Khan, whofe force was but fmall, and Alimerdan Khan, the nazim 
of Berar, durft not move from Elichpore, the capital of the pro- 
vince, out of dread of the enemy upon which the khan marched 
to within ten cofs of that city, and fummoned him tojoinj which 
at length he did, but every day begged to be difmifTed, Zoolfeccar 
Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fervice, would not com- 

One dijf the khan having made a tedious forced march, came 
to an eminence where he defigried to halt for the night j but per- 
ceiving the enemy’s camp, Dulput Raow was difpatched to attack 
it with his advanced corps, and the khan followed to fupport him 
with the whole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and 
fled feventeen cofs without once looking behind them, fo great was 
the dread of the khan’s arms. He now permitted Alimerdan Khan 
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited by Khodabundeh Khan, 
fon to the late ameer al amra Shaifteh Khan, but this nobleman 
would not, moyyhe,!^ diftance with him out of his diftrids, ' 
fo that Zoolfeccat Khan ‘W^„|e^^'^ith not more than three thoufend 
horfe- Notwithftanding, he*lS'^-^ who amounted 

to about fixty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafs Ghur, in the Hyder- 
abad country. It is the cuftom of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on 

followed this mode on the prefent 
crifis, but were as often repulfed by the bravery of Ram Sing 

^ ^ Zoolfeccar having in the purfuit expended moft of his ammu- 
nition, found it advifeable to retire to Mahummudabad Bieder for 

V which having procured, he again marched after the 

ene^y, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the 

' ' ' ' 
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rirer Eaumgunga ; after which they feparated, and fled to the hills 
in different bodies. They foon again threatened Berar, but Zool- 
feccar Khan, by forced marches, advanced to the borders of that 
province, when they thought proper to retreat. At this time, from 
the river Nerbudda, through all Dekkan, Khandelhe, Berar, and 
Kokun, in every diftrid:, the Mharattas fwarmed like ants or locufts. 
It may not be unneceflary to mention the caufes of the encreafe of 
thefe plunderers, who, though always defeated by the royal troops 
in the field, yet by their fudden inroads often laid whole diftrids 
wafle, before armies could arrive- to punifli them* 

In the reign of Shaw Jehaun the government of provinces was 
lodged with amras of the firfl: rank, who kept a large force on foot,, 
but were now held by new nobles, of inferior rank, poor, and 
rapacious, who negleded to maintain proper troops, and at the 
fame time oppreflTed the people. The zemindars would not obey 
fojedaurs without troops, and became rebellious, and remifs in their 
payments. As the fojedaurs could not force them, they were glad- 
to content themfelves with what they could get ; and in order to 
lead a quiet life, entered into focret agreements with them, and 
winked at their difobedience, which made them flOl more infolent,. 

In the countries dependant on Hyderabad and Beejapore, which 
before their conquefl: maintained above two hundred tjiqufand horfe, 
there were not now flationed above thirty four thoufand. The 
jaghiredars could not get pofleflion of their jaghires for want of 
troops s and if they did, their holding them for any time was fo 
uncertain, that they did not confider the eafe of' the farmers, but 
opprefled them for money by every mode that avaiice could devife, 
fe that they entered into combinations with the enemy. T^hile the 
newly conquered countries were thus unfettled, the antient terri- 
tories of Dekkan were not lefs troubled by the tyranny of governors, 
and tlie foequoit changes df them and the jaghiredars, %ho were 
' ' obliged. 
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obliged not only to fupply their o\yn neceffities, but furnifli krge 
bribes to the civil, officers about the court. It was reprefented to 
the emperor, that the zemindars were in confederacy with the 
enemy i upon which he ordered all their weapons of defence to be 
feized, and this left them an eafy prey to invaders, whom at laft 
they Joined for felf-fecurity. 

Contributions were then colleded in lieu of regular revenues, 
and die parties fent every where to colledt fupplies for the grand 
camp were guilty of every fort of excels. Added to this, the col- 
iedtors of the odious religious capitation, forced millions from the 
farmers, and accounted but for fmall fums with the royal treafury. 
Whenevex the emperor appointed a jaghiredar, the Mharattas ap- 
pointed another, to the fame dillri^, and both colledted aS they 
found opportuni^j, fo that, hi fa<3:, every place had two maflers. 
The farmers, thus ; oppreffed, . left off cultivating more ground than 
would barely fubfift them, and in their turns became plunderers 
for want of employment, 

rThe emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fortreffes, 
■K;:tifoy:^#ifo5i^ii^^:il^,refource but plunder, ;^;putmf^v^^ 
paid a fhare tohhear chief, the fon, of Rama. Many of the powerful 
difaffedled zemindars' joined them, fo that they amounted to above 
an hundred thoufand horfe. The imperial amras, deprived of their 
revenues from the jaghires, had recourfe to falfe mufters, and did 
not keep up above half their, compliments of men j, fo that detach- 
ments could not be fent every where to pupifo the invaders, and 
the grand army was, always employed, in fieges, which left the 
Mharattas at liberty to plunder almoft without moleftation, but 
particularly during the liege of Khalneh, their excelTes were un- 
bounded. They Hopped every communication of fupply to the 
Imperial camp, where numbers periffied by famine ; and their info- 
" fonce grew to fuch a pitch, that they once a week offered up mock 

_ ■ prayers 


f . , . ' ' ■ ' 
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i prayers hr the long-life of Aurungzebe, whofe mode of making 

I war was fo favourable to their invafions and depredations. Added 

f to this, the imperial troops were tired out with a conftant campaign 

I of above twenty years, and grew difgufted and remifs in their duty. 



Zoolfeccar Khan, during fix months, had nineteen adtions with 
the enemy, and purfued them from place to place, above three 
tlioufand cofs, in marches and countermarches. 


Zoolfeccar Khan encamped for fome time near Satoor, and then A. H. 1117 
made incurfions to the neighbourhood of Kundaneh, where the A. D. 1705, 
Mharattas had fixed their cantonments. The fort of Khalneh now 
fell into the emperor’s hands, when, notwithftanding the height of 
the rains, he moved to Bahadur Ghur. This march was attended 
with fo many inconveniences, that even the emperor’s tents were 
often left far in the rear, and bodies of the enemy plundered part 
of the baggage, which, through the fatigue of the elephants, 
camels, and bullocks, were left behind in different places.- - Zool- 
feccar Khan was difpatched towards Ahmednuggur in purfuit of the 
enemy, who were committing depredations in that quarter. Behe- 
inmund Khan, meer bukhfhi, one of Aurungzebe’s oldeft nobility 
and fiiends, dying was buried at his own requefl: in a finalL^^^^^^^^ k 
tomb at Bahadur Ghur. He was fucceeded in his office by Zool- 
feccar Khan Nuiferut Jung, who, notwithftanding this appoint- 
ment, continued In the command pfthe army againft the Mharattas, 
and Muttullub Khan aded as ifis deputy in the prefence. 

The depredations of a large body of the enemy near the royal 
camp were encreafing daily, and fpme of the imperial elephants 
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He himfelf with the greateft difficulty efcaped' alone into a village*, 
from which he travelled in a common hackery to Chumarcondeh, 
where the fojedaur fupplied him with neceffary conveyance to the 
royal camp. Aurungzebe however received him gracioufly, and 
conferred many favours upon him. The emperor after this marched 
to befiege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteh Odilah Khan was fent 
to condud the artillery from Khalneh. He was hard puflied by the 
enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar Khan arrived in time to 
his affiftance, and it was refolved to puniffi Dhunnah effedually. 
At this inftant intelligence arrived, that Cheen Koollich Khan, 
fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore* was arrived on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, fixteen cols from the city, and that a large body of Mha- 
rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him, Zoolfeccar, 
upon tMs, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but Upon his 
arrival at Beejapore he learned that Koollich Khan had fafely gained 
the fort of Mudkul, and Dhunnah, being difappointed, had gone 
towards the neighbourhood of Koolburga. Though Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan was at the head of an army to punilh the enemy, he did not 
move to the affiftance of his Ion, Upon his arrival at Koolburga,. 
Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haften to the prefence. At thi& 
time the emperir wa^, employe in the liege of Kundaneh, where 
Terbeut Khan, cconffiahdei artillery, had ere<Sled his batteries 
on the fame hill, that the Maharajah Jeflwunt Sing had formerly 
done. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was graciouily 
received, and ordered to carry on approaches on the fide of Sewa- 
pore. Many days had not palled, when intelligence arrived that a 
body of Mharattas, having crofted the Nerbudda, were committing 
depredations near Oojein, and that the Afghauns of Malwa had alfo 
raifed a rebellion* upon which Zoolfeccar Khari was ordered to. 
march for the defence of that country. Raow Dulput was now 
promoted to the rank of three thoufand. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was, 
appointed to. the government of Berar, and to defend the country 
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•of Telingana, when he fixed his cantonments clofe to the fort of 
Candahar. 

The emperor ftill lay before Kundaneh. Sultan Mahummiid 
Bedar.Bukht was appointed to the government of Aurangabad and 
Booralianpore. The enemy, after plundering the environs of the 
lafi: mentioned city, croffed the Nerbudda, and deftroyed the town 
of Ghurkore. Though Raja Jey Sing and Ruftum Khan Dekkanee 
were detached againfi: them by the prince, yet no advantage was 
gained; upon which the royal orders were ifiued, that the prince 
and Zoolfeccar Khan ihould act in conjundlion. 

The khan arriving near Ferdapore, the Mharattas quitted the 
fiege of that city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left 
Alimerdan Klian for the defence of Boorahanpore, and Zoolfeccar 
Khan detached Ruftum Khan Dekkanee for the protection of Berar. 
Intelligence arrived, that the enemy under Dhunnah’s fon had be- 
fieged Sultanpore Nudderbar, upon which Zoolfeccar Khan marched 
to that quarter, where, on his arrival, he learned that they had 
gone to Buggellana. The khan purfued them, and arrived at 
Ambolah, where Ragnoo, a Mharatta chief in the fervice of Mo- 
attiber Khan, tannadaar of Kallean and fojedaur of Goolfhunabad, 
maintained a body of robbers, and carried on an open traffick un- 
molefted with merchants, for the elFeCts plundered by his people, 
but he found means to evade the khan’s dilpleafure. 

Dhunnah’s fon now moved with intentions to infeft the environs ' 
of the royal camp, but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced marches 
haftening to Nerool, prevented his putting his defign into execu- 
tion. The fort of Kundaneh was now given up by the governor to 
the emperor for a fum of money. The enemy foon after this plun* 
dering in the neighbourhood of the imperial campf Zoolfeccar 
Khan as often mpuUed them as they dared to approach. About this 

time' 
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time negotiations were carried on, by Mtan Kaum Bukhfli with the 
enemy for a peace, and Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelah 
Bar, and entrufted to the care of the prince; but the Mharattas, 
who now had acquired great ftrength, and plundered at pleafure all 
the provinces of Dekkan, were fo infolent in their demands, that 
ail thoughts of accommodation were foon again laid afide, and Raja 
Saooh remanded to his confinement. Zoolfeccar Khan was dif- 
patched into Khandelhe, where nearly forty thoufand Mharattas 
committed great depredations. 

The emperor, after the fall of Kundaneh, cantoned in the town 
of Poonah ; but, owing to the plunders of the enemy, grain was fo 
dear in the royal camp, that only three feer could be had for a 
rupee. ■ A great ckought had alfo happened in all the provinces 
of Dekkan, Jfb that there was little cultivation, and many of the 
inhabitants fought an afylum aerdfs the Nerbudda. The emperor's 
affairs vifibly declined, and the enemy roamed at large in eveiy 
quarter. Zoolfeccar Khan moved by rapid marches to the neigh- 
bourhood of Boorahanpore, when they fled into Berar ; and Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan being entrufted with the protedlion of that province, 
he did.Bol but agreeable to the imperial orders m 

Though provifions were beyond expreffion fcarce in the royal 
camp, yet Aurungzebe marched from Poonah to befiege the fort of- 
Raujeghur ; and Sudder ad Dien Mahummud Zumman Khan, third 
bukhfhi, was ordered to protect the grand bagga^ camp at Bahadur 
Ghur. Zoolfeccar Khan with a convoy of grain, of which he had 
coUeded a great qu^tity, aiyived fafely at the royal camp, and 
was promoted to additional rank for this fervice. The Mharattas in 
Berar, having completely defeated Ruftum Khan, crofted the Ner- 
budda; upon which Ghazi ad Dien Khan marched after them, and 
orders were fent to the munfubdars of Malwa to colled and oppofe 
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them. The prince Mahummud Bedar Bukht was alfo ordered to 
crofs the Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to protect Aurangabad 
and Boorahanpore, till his return. 

Negotiations towards the fettlement of a peace were ftill carried 
on, through the fultan Kaum Bukhfli, with Dhunnah Jadoo, who 
only entered into them to deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia, 
after croffing the Nerbudda, plundered the province of Malwa as 
far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the 
royal arms. 

Zoolfeccar Rhan encamped on the banks of the Gung, and the 
prince Bedar Bukht marched towards Oojein, but cantoned for 
Ibme 'time near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of 
Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumber Chumberj but,’ on 
account of the rains, halted within fourteen cofs. Raow Dulput 
efcorted a large convoy of fupplies as far as Ahmednuggur, in the 
way to the royal camp. Ali Nukkee, a grandfon to- the Perfian 
emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat,, from whence he fent a 
petition to Aurungzebe, who invited him to court, and upon his 
arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horfe, 
and the title of Mirza Suffavee Khan. 

Zoolfcetar Khan detached Dulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrah 
. in purfuit of the en«my, wfro had made ineurfions to the vicinity of 
Beejapore and Beelbuttah. The^ Allowed them from thence into 
Khandeihe, where they completely defeated and obliged them to 
evacuate that province entirely, taking a great number of their 
horfes and arms ; after which they returned to Aurangabad. 

Neema Sindiah, who had quarrelled with Dhunnah, 
from hin^ i^aadcrojOangthe Nerbudda, as before mcntionei .'ijito- 
dered the'‘pso^<:e.of Mklwa Seronje, fli«.iaAigation of 
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the rebel raja Sutterfal Bondelaj but they did not long agree to- 
gether, The imperial orders had been fent for the prince Bedar 
Bukht to piirfue the invader, hut, he was delayed, and Ghazi ad 
Dien Khan Ferofe Jung, after" punifhing the Mharattas in Berar, 
left his baggage at Boorahanporc, and moved by quick marches to 
Seronje, from which the enemy fled before his arrival} but the 
khan wrote to court that he had gained a viftory, which pleafed the 
emperor fo much that he immediately conferred upon him the title 
-of Sippaeh Sallar, and many favours on all his principal officers ; 
but they were withdrawn on the truth being made known, and he 
returned to his government in Berar. Dulput Raow agreeably to 
the orders of Zoolfeccar Khan, conducted the family of the prince 
to BoorahanpOTe, and then returned. Rob Oollah Khan» grand 
fteward of the imperial, houfehold and treafurer of the privy purfe, 
ion to the deeWfed noblem®n of the feme name, died about this 
time. The emperor himfelf was taken very ill, but recovered in a 
ffiort time. A great fcareity of grain prevailed all through Dekkan. 
The imperial revenues, numerous elephants, and a vaft caravan, 
having arrived from Hindooftah at Aurungabad, Raow Dulput 
Harrah efcorted them at two different times to 
imperial camp. Khodabundeh Khan, fon 
to the late ahafai' who ? vf^ fojedaur of Carnatic Bee- 

Japore, was called to the prefence, and diflringuifhed by the 
.pofl: of grand fteward of the houfehold. Two caravans, one 
foon after another, coming from Hindooffan towards Aurunga— 
bad, were both greatly plundered by the Mh^ratos near the pafs 
ofFerdapore, fo that the army, by tihefe difeffefs and the waflre 
of the jaghires by the enemy} were exceedingly diftreffed for all the 
neceflaries ' of life. The Mharattas, their frequent fuccefsful 
plunder, became very rich and powerful. A party even advanced 
clofe to the city of" Hyderabad, with intentions to lay it wafte. 
T>hunnah, Kunnoot, and Hundoo roamed at large in the Carnatic, 
Daood Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, deputy of Zoolfeccar 

. Khan, 
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Khan, fought with them many battles. Though the emperor was 
in Dekkan, and above one hundred and feventy thoufand horfe were 
paid for by him in the camp and the provinces, yet they did not 
fufiice. The powers of government became relax in every quarter. 

Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Kerroofs to punifh 
Ponapah Finder, who had rebelled in the diftrids of Wakin Kerah, 
and entertained evil defigns upon ZufSrabad Bieder. The enemy 
made an attack on the imperial baggage near Bahadur Ghur, and 
acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities of 
valuable eifeds. Their infolencies were greater thaa in the laft 
year, fo that the lands round aU the capital cities were totally 
wafte, and lay uncultivated. Neema Sindia made an attempt to 
advance to Banaras, through the country of Nagpore, but the 
zemindars united, and prevented his dcfign. The Mharattas retook 
feveral fortrefles that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms, but par- 
ticularly the ftrong fort of Loeh Ghur. The prince Becfar Bukht 
had, agreeably to the imperial orders, gone to Oqjdn* lb that there 
did not remain a force at Boorahanpore to fumi& eifcorts‘ for the 
caravans which came from Hinciboftan; upoii which Zoolfeccar 
Khan marched with his army to that city, and after puniihing a 
body of the enemy, who were on the watch for plunder, conduded 
the treafure and fupplies to Aurangabad. His force being but fmall, 

■he was obliged to requeft a reinforcement for the defence that 
city. Accol'rfingfy; Mogul Khan Tooranee was detached to join 
him for this purpdfb, and Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving him there, 
marched with a large convoy of trea&re and fupplies to the imperial 
camp. 

The emperor was ftill engaged againft: the rebels of Wakin A.H. mg 19, 
Kc»ah, but the roads all round were crowded with large bodies of A, D. 1706-7. 
the en^my j yet fuch was their dread of Zoolfeccar Khan* 
whehev%'f;;teapprdaehed, they fled inflantiy to the £Kfliawfe''df thirty 
five or for^ cdfs i ^^ he efcorte^..|iis convoy in fafeiy to the royal 
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camp! The emperor encamped about a cofs from the fort of Wakin 
Kerah, and ordered Cheen K.pollicli Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan, 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery and others, to conduct the 
liege. They accordingly raifed two large mounds of earth near the 
gateway, wHch were immediately occupied by the troops of the 
fultan Mahummud Kaum Bukhlh. Cheen Koollich Khan attempt- 
ed, but in vain, to get polTeffion of a hill on another quarter of the 
fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by the enemy, who fa Hied out in 
great numbers, Hummeed ad Dien Khan alfo was obliged to quit 
his ftation, and with difficulty regained the camp. Dhunnah, with 
other chiefs, having collected about five thouland horfe and five and 
twenty thoufand fqot, infefted the neighbourhood. An entrench- 
ment was drawn all round the royal camp. The enemy made fuqh 
powef&l failles from the fort, daily and nightly throwing rockets, 
that not a fingle perfon durfi: venture out of the camp. Detachments 
firoria it were repeatedly defeated, and the diftrefs for grain and 
forage became pinching to the Kft d^ree^ The cauie of thefo 
difgraces was, that the prefent race of amras, out of avarice, folly, 
and inexperience, negleded the veterans and their fons, and mounted 
as* t^hy their own timid, flothful, menials and ilaves, whole 
fighting ay became lynonymous terms. The deceit- 

ful PmderreM' toade 'prQpofaK;©|4 i^ac’e, through the prince Kaum 
Bukhlh and Cheen Koollich !l^ahj but, though the emperor re-, 
peatedly difapproved of them, they Hill continued their importunate 
folicitations, and indeed all the amras were alarmed at the enemy’s 
encreafing foperiprity. / 

At this time, Zoolfeccar Khan was on his march with fupplies 
from Aurungabad. The emperor font repeated orders to hallen him 
and Daood Khan to the prefence; and, for the prefent, regarding 
the fears of the amras about his perfon, feemingly liftened to the 
jropofals of the enemy, and bellowed khelauts on Ponayah, with 
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an elephant, and gave fonae jewels to his mother. Mohtufhum 
Khan, was fent into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfeccar Khan being 
arrived at the imperial camp, was gracioufly received by Aurungzebe, 
who ordered him immediately to march againft the Mharattas and 
Pinderrehs. The khan, accordingly, with Raow Dulput, Ram 
Sing Harrah, and other chiefs, moved to the fpot where the befieged 
had repulfed Hnmmeed ad Dien Kharr, and reconnoitred it carefully. 
The enemy, confiding in the natural ftBsngth of the place and their 
numbers, matje, great fhew of refiftance j but the khan foon drove 
them ,a way with a very great fiaughter, upon which they fled for 
flielter to Tulwarreh, clofe under the hill near the gate of the fort. 
Zoolfeccar drove other bodies from leveral polls, killing great 
numbers of the enemy, and lofing feveral of his own men, who 
gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Cheen Koollich Khan, who 
remained all the while an inadlive fpedlator, and who, if he had 
joined in the aflaults, might have been of great fervice, complained 
on his return that he was -not alfilled by Zoolfeccar Khan, and . was 
believed by his majelly. The next day Zoolfeccar Khan w^t fe fix 
on proper places for eredling batteries, and a body of horfe and foot 
came out to oppofe him, but were' feon repulfed by Dulput Raow, 
and fled to the hill. Some days after this, Daood Khan Punnee 
joined from the Carnatic, and Zoolfeccar Khan with his troops and 
feme other araras gained poffeffion of two eminences near the gate. 
Jumlheed kh^, an ameer of five thoufand, was killed by a ball in 
the attack. Da^- night were now employed in ereding batteries. 

Intelligence arrived, that Kpnnoput, who was advancing with a 
large body of Mharattas to relieve the fort, had died on the march, 
and that the lately conquered fort of Kundaneh was retaken by the 
enemy. The befieged, who were now greatly alarmed at the 
lantry and fuccefs of Zoolfeccar Khan, made ferious proppfals^of 
fubmiipon } and the prince Kaum Bukhfii with Cheen Koohic||^^fiaii 
were.',j£^^rpd to. examine them,- and manage I hut 
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this did not prevent Zoolfeccar Khani who was not to be diverted by 
their ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftilities. He divided 
his army into two bodies, and with one, in perfon, attacked the 
town of Tulwarrteh, clofe under the fort, which he carried, after a 
very bloody alEult. The enemy then took fhelter in the fort, and 
annoyed the troops with rockets and mufquetry from the walls, but 
to no purpofe i fo that in the evening Ponapah, with the Mharatta 
chiefs, being quite difheartened, made their efcape by a private road 
behind the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from the walls ^ 
had ceafed, and hearing no noife, veirtured up to the fort, and 
finding it empty, fet the houfes on fire. Munfoor Khan was crdered 
to take polTeffion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent to inform and con- 
gratulate the emperor- The fire continued burning the whole night 
and the next day, when a magazine of powder Mew up, and killed, 
many people. An accident ^ the fame kind happened the next 
day alfo. The fort ctf Wakin Kerah is of no great ftrengtih, but 
,.TequireS;;a;very::Hi^e: ygafrilbU' 

Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this vidory, 
the jMraife of which was beftowed upon others, who had no fhare in 
it, yet tundi^e to make the emperor reprove die khan for 

having let die en^y efeafje unmoklbd. The royal ear indeed had 
long been poffeffed byn few dcfigning men, who diverted him from 
attending to his moft ufeful fervants, which gave much dilguft, and 
weakened the affcdfons of the an»y to the royal perfon, 

Zoolfeccar Khan yas font to punifii the zemindars about Kool- 
burga and Khankernee, and to efedit tfcfe. imperial elephants and 
horfcs to Aurungabad. Tferbeut Khan wfe <hj|>at<;hed with an army 
to retake Kundaneh, about three cofs from whfeh the emperor now 
ereded cantoranents. Zoolfeccar Khan, after fettling the contribu- 
of Koolburga and other places, moved to Aurungabad, where 
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he remained feme time, and difpatched Mogul Khan with treafure 
and fupplies to the imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema 
Sindia was plundering the pergunnah of Bertoo, five and twenty 
cofs from Aurangabad, though Zoolfeccar Klian had fent great part 
of his troops to efcort treafure to the royal camp, he did not wait 
for their return, but moved by forced marches, and the enemy fled 
as he approached. He did not give over the purfuit, but followed 
them to their baggage camp, to defend which they made a ftand, 
and were qomplotely <fefcated, with the lofs of feveral of their chiefs, 
and aU ,thi» baggage and plunder fell into the hands of the vidtors, 
who returned in triumph to Aurungabad. This was that body of the 
enemy who had laid wafte the province of Malwa as far as Seronje. 

Zoolfeccar Khan was again fummoncd to the imperial prefence, 
but being taken ill, was obliged to delay his march for fome time. 
Upon his recovery he obeyed, and had an audience of the emperor 
at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved there to keep the Ranman. 
Seyadut Khan, who had gone out to hunt with a jfmall par^ from 
the camp, was made prifbner by a body of the eneiny^ The em- 
peror at this time was taken dani^roufly ill j upon which the prince 
Mahumraud Azim Shaw was called with great hafte from Guzarat 
, to the prefence. 

Zoolfeccar Kihan with Terbeut Khan, mecr atuih, was fent 
with a Gonfiderable army , to retake Kundaneh j and raja Saooh, 
Sambah’s fon, who ha^ been confined long in the Ruggelah Bar, 
was delivered over to his cuftody. Roy Bhan BhoiTela Mharatta, 
who had been raifed to the rank of fix thoiifand, was alfo fent with 
him, in hopes that by his means the other chiefs might be prevailed 
upon to fubmit and conclude a peace. Zoolfeccar Khan • entrufled, 
tho: guard over Raja Saooh to fyed Ghuzunfir Khan. The empCror 
ga?B:,is&;u^^ns» ■ that as diflehtions had now broken out-^'an^ebS 

■>''.’.Mharattas, 
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Mharattas, letters fhould be written from Raja Saooh to invite them 
to fubmit. This was done, but without eifea:. Ten thoufand were 
ftruck off from the rank of fultan Kaum -Bukhfli, who had been 
guilty of fome undutiful behaviour. 

'Aurungzebe marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahmednuggur, 
and on the route the enemy committed great infults on the line. 
Hummeed ad Dien Khan was ordered to repulfe them j but he com- 
mitted the charge to his oIEcers, who were foon defeated, and 
many of them taken prifoners. The enemy then charged the bag- 
gage, and carried off a vaft plunder j tut when the emperor’s train 
came in fight, they, as if ftruck with awe at the tremendous pomp 
of majefty, retired and looked on quietly at a diftance, which was 
at -this period the greateft good fortune. The royal camp halted 

■' ^ being;: mu<^:‘:iiffpilff; 'in’ ^ ^delerted:ld?die;5^ 

Dhunnah Jadoo, Neema Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, with other 
Mharatta chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur, 
but were bravely repulfed and obliged to fly by Khan Aulum, fon. 
of KhahcZl&tpmp^ Khan reduced the fort of Kun- 

dmeh, and the. 'Capitiflate^^^ through the mediation of Ram 

Sing Harrah, at whofe requeft they were allowed to depart in 

There ire above an hundred fine wells in this fort. Munfoor Khan 
was appointed kelladaar, but proper ffores of provifions could not be 
fpared for its fupport ; and this was the cafe with allthe forts which 
had been taken in Dekkan, where the long wars and continual depre- 
ations had rendered all the nbceffaries of life exceedingly fcarce. 
The prmce Mahummud Azim Shaw arrived from Guzarat at 
Ahmednuggur, and had ah affeiling meeting with the emperor. 

' Ibrahim 
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Ibrahim Khan, fon of the late Alimerdan Khan, was removed 
jfrom the government of Cafhmire and appointed to that of Guzarat, 
of which, the prince Bedar Bukht was ordered to take charge until 
his arrival, and punifh the rebel Anoomund, who, from being a 
feller of drams, had pradlifed robbing, and by his fucceffes raifed 
himfelf to the command of a large body of banditti, with whom he 
had joined the Mhai-attas. This rebel, on the departure of Azim 
Shaw, finding Guzarat unprotedked, had entered the province, 
where he defeated and took prifoner Nuzzer Ali Khan, the foje- 
daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer- 
chants and bankers, whom he plundered of an immenfe booty, and 
made a fecure retreat with his prize. 

Great bodies of banditti plundered at difcretion about Aurungabad, 
and the zemindars of Multan and Tatta rebelled, but were quelled by 
fultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occafion difplayed great gallantry 
and condudt. Khan Aulum was fent to protedt the province oFMalwa, 
and Nijabut Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan were both ordered to drive 
the enemy fifom Aurungabad. Zoolfeccar Khan lent his baggage into 
Ahmednuggur, and moved by forced marches, but upon his arrival 
near Payen Ghaut, he learned that the enemy had fled another way 
to the banks of the Gung. Ghazi ad Dien Khan had remained all 
this while inadive, only ten cois from the enemy’s camp. Zoolfeccar 
Khan fliU purfued them without remiflion, and at laid they crofied 
the Eeemrah into their own diftridsf upon which, finding the 
country clear and the rains fettmg in, he returned to the imperial 
camp. His troops in this purfuit fuffered every hardfhip from want 
of proviflons and exqefilve fatigue. He next marched towards the 
fort of Moorje, upon which Dhunnah crofled the Kiflnah. Intel- 
ligence arrived, that Ponapah Pinderreh and Hindoo Raow had 
poflefled themfelves of the fort • of Bilcondah, belonging to Beeja- 
pore, and taken the kelladaar prifonerj alfo that the fort ofBuf- 
VOL. II.'" ' ' ' , . R / '-'f " funt 
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flint Ghur had fallen into their hands. Daood Khan recovered tlie 
former to the imperial poffelEoa. Seyadut Khan procured his releafe 
from the enemy for a large fum of money, but he was rendered 
blind of both eyes from the wounds he had received. Zoolfeccar 
Khan encamped, on account of the rains, within twelve cofs of 
Moorje, but was fo diftrefled for proviiions that his cavalry became 
almoft unfit for fervice. 

When Shaw Jehaun fent the fultan Dara Shekkoh againfi: Can- 
dahar, he gave the foldiery two years’ pay in advance, and fent 
two years of grain with the army. During his whole reign, the 
fmgle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble. Aurung- 
2ebe’s reign had been a continued war, and now, even in the royal 
camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithftanding the vicinity of the Kiftnah, 
fcarce any provifions could be obtained. 

Zoolfeccar Khan after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to 
the Beejapore country, and the khan followed him to the banks of 
the Kiftnah. The Pinderrehs took Velore, which however was 
foon agdn retaken by Terbeut. Khan. Sultan Mahummud Akber 

very rich, coming from 
Aurangabad was totally plundered, and every thing carried off by a 

body of Mharattas, at only twelve cofs diftance from the imperial 
camp. * 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfli was promoted, honoured 
with prefents, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejapore | and at 
parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted him to beat the nobut 
from the gate of the palace. The twenty firft of the fame month, 
Zeehidge, the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was dilpatched 
towards Malwa. Rama’s widow, who had great power among 
the Mharattas, wiflied to confine Hindoo Raow, but he took re- 
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fuge in the fort of Koorkul. Dhunnah plundered all his effeds, 
and clofely befieged him ; upon which he fent to beg affiftance of 
Zoolfeccar Khan, who croffed the Kiftnah, and, leaving his bag- 
gage in the fort of Sundeo, marched againft Dhunnah, who fled 
upon his approach, when Hindoo Raow took Ihelter in his own 
country, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated. 



A few days after this the emperor was feized with his lafl: 
illnefs, which encreafed every hour, and alarming reports prevailed ; 
till on Friday, the twenty eighth of Zeekaud, in the fiftieth A. H. mg 
year and fecond month of his reign, he left this vain life of tod. A, D. 1707 
for one of blifsful repofe. 


END OF AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN -DEKKAN. 



PART IV. 

BISTORT 

OF 

AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS 

BY 

ERADUT KHAN. 



A GREAT number of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan having 
been formerly printed oif in the year 1786, and fufficient re- 
maining on hand for .the purpofe, I hope my readers will ex- 
cufe their being bound up in the order of connexion and time. 
To my liberal friends, the regular numbering of pages will, I 
truft, be of lefs moment than the contents j the reprinting of 
which would have added very greatly to my expenfe, and 
but little to their accommodation j efpecially as Eradut Khan 
gives a much more fatisfadory account of tranfadions than any 
other writer of the lame period, whom I could have tranflated 
in;. his -place. • ^ 

The following account of the author of the Memoirs is 
taken from the ‘Maffer al Amra, or Biography of Nobility, 
written by Sumfam ad Dowlah Shaw-nowauz Khan, prime 
minifter to Sullabut Jung, brother and predeceffor in power to 
the prelent Nazim of Dekkan. ^ 

» Which I had not feen, till favoured with it lately by Mr. R. Johnfon, 
who, in his rdidency with ' the nizam at Hyderabad, colieaed roatiy curious 
Perfian manuferipts relative to Dckltan, Which he with great liberality has 



APOLOGY. 


Meer Moobaric Oolkh Eradut Khan Wazeh, was the fon of 
*Ifauk Khan, fon of Azim Khan. Both his grandfather and 
father were noblemen of high rank. The former was Meer 
Bukhihi to the emperor Jehaungeer, and the latter held various 
offices of importance under Shaw Jehaun and Aulumgeer. He 
died foon after his appointment to the government of Oude. 
His title was alfo Eradut Khan. . One of his fons (our author) 
had his title conferred upon him, and in the thirty third year 
of Aulumgeer was appointed fojedaur of Jagneh, and at other 
periods, of Aurungabad and Mando in Malwa. In the reign of 
Shaw Aulum he was governor of the Doab, and the intimate 
friend of Moazim Khan Vizier, He died in the time of Ferokh- 
fere. His abilities as a poet were great, and he left a volume 
of poems behind him. His fon was honoured by the title of 
Hofliedaur Khan, and afterwards with that of Eradut Khan, and 
the fojedaury of Doohiperayeah in the province of Malwa. In 
the fixth year of Mahummud Shaw, he attended Afoph Jah to 
Dekfcan, and after the vidiory over Mubariz Khan was appoint- 
ed dewan of Dekkan, wkh the rank of four tlioufand. He was 
afterwards governor of Koolburga, and died in the year 1157, 
[A. D. 1744.] He had many fons, moft of whom died in his 
life time. His eldeft furviving fon, Hafiz Khan, fucceeded him 
in the government of Koolburga, which he held at the time 
Shaw-nowauz Khan wrote! the Biography of the Amras. 


* Afterwards entitled Keffaiut Khan. 
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WARREN HAST! 


NG 


S, Esq. 


S I R, 


P ERMIT me to dedicate tliis Tranflatm^ 

who fo amply patronized my attempts to make 
myfelf ufefol to my honourable employers, when in 
India. The diftindion you were pleafed to confer upon 
me, by an appointment in your family, and the favour 
of your friendlliip, I Ihali ever regard as honmirs of 
which I may reafonably boaft : and I truft a time will 
come, when far niore inaportanfe^^^^^^^I^ will 

•acquire merit with the nation, from being adorned with 

ythe-nanae/^P^^ 

; obedient^'- ■ : 

And grateful humble fervant, 


London, 
lath May, 1786, 


JONATHAN SCOTT, 


- T/'Z T’f • - ' 
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ap, line 20, for meffuage, read meffage. 

30, line 24, /flr Raujepoet, Raujpoot. 

muqUl. ■ 

£2, line 10, /(??* Bahadar, Bahadur, 

■54^ She:;;2^:||cr'SBh Soubadary.: 

8 3, in the notes, for Yemmuin, read Yemmun. 

8p, line 8, and 22> f<^r Downan, ^i^i^Dowran, read Dowraun. 
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O R I G I N A L 


R E F A C 


T hus fayetli the -compiler of thefe records and 
events, an humble and iinful flave, ’ Moobaric 
Oollah » Eradut Khan ’ Wazeh, fon of the 
tered t dn;,pifercf n^^KeHimtnKhan^"- 

When I had finifhed the ? Kulmaut Aleeauty if eritered ray 
mind to draw^^^^^^^U^^ a concile relation of what events had 
happehed to^^^^^^^ra I dvas compoiing that work. 

^ The raithor^s title of nobility^ fignifyiog The Faithful Loxd^ 

' ^ His poetical iiamCj by which he chofe to’%nify himfelf in his poems; Anglice#' 
Clear* EaiHrii authors always ufe " 

^ The Mullalmauns, when mentioning a deceafed perfon, never fay fuch a ope who 
,is dcad^.biit fuch a one j[heltej:pl.-ia mercy,' received'iii pardon, or Tome-fmilarexiSrief- 
fioii* ^ When mentioning a deceafed j'lrince, they fay the prince whofe feat is in Farafli|k 
-5 i^iiigUcej-Irherervideable. ‘ ' ' ^ , 

/f ; p[:i3»Frojwn=F4i4(,a«n4r|% ‘P 'C'” ’ 

worJcf^jRe,ver cwl,4 pbtgin,; 

V ' .''‘ll:.. ■ij.f; ■ « T lTat7<=» 


' w“ ’ ‘Cf.ti 


''' '^i'1 ■ 


I have 


O RIG INAL PREFACE. 



I ha’^e obfervecl, that delightful fcenes, and the fociety 
of friends, are- not & Rriking at the time of enjoyment, as 
afterwards, when refieaed in the mirror of recolkaioii. 
On this account, I write down mOft Rafcig occurrences ; 
and whenever I perufe them, or ruminate upon them, a 
particular feeling, a furprifing pleafure and aftonilhing 
eX'tafy, prevail in my mind. My writings alfo ferve.as a 
memorial to my friends. 


During the fhort period of my age, which has this day 
arri'sped at the iisty*fourth year, aird the 1 1 of the holy 
A.C..71S, Hijhera, fuehwohd^s c^-rime, fuch aftonifhing marhs of 
the power of the Gieator'of nl^ht and day rin the viSffi- 
tudes of -worldly affMrs,/ ' Site of ‘-enapireSj the 

deaths of many princes,, the ruin of ancient houfes and 
the fali of worthy men, and rife of the 
unworthy, Imye beheld by me, as have not been 
mentioned by hiftory to have CMXurred,. in fuch number 
or fucceffion, in. a thoufand. years.. 

As, on account of my olEce^, and f>eing: engaged in 
- thefc tranfadions, I hai?e" ebtianed a perfect knowledge of 
the fources of febif events, and what, to others, even in- 
formation of muft be difficult, Was planned and executed 


■in my fight ; and as I was a jfharer, as well as fpe<Slator, 


of all the dangers and troubles, I have therefore recorded 
them. . 

My intention, however, not being' to compile a hiftbry 
of kings, or a flowery work, but only to relate fuch events ■ 
as happened within my own knowledge, I have therefore, 
preferably to a dilplay of learning in lofty phrafes and : 
pompous metaphors,, chofen a plain ftyle, foeh as a friend, , 
writing to a friend, would ufe for the purpofe of infor- 
mation. Indeed, if propriety is confulted,^ loftinefe of, 
flyle is unfit for plain truth, which, pure dn itfelf, requires > 
only a firaple delineation, h- hope, therefore, that my 
leaders will not loofen^^^^^^ reins of> impartiality from thekv 
hands^. non caH uay-naede^'jrign 


T wiH be necefiary to remember, that Aiiningzebe is 
the fame |)erfoh \vith Atkitimge^.- " He took the; latter 
title’ ^4W%is^eceffidn to the^tibirorie, Igfeeable to the cuftom 
of -the ^eafterri' pfmceii*’^hb always a^me a - new -.one on 
that- occaiiofii^'^* '.--I'- “ 

- j ' y l'»‘ i ’ 1* v* Vfi T . f ‘ ' 


i9i 


It is hoped that the number of notes will not prove 
perplex the reader’s attention. Some, per- 
haps, may-&ppea^,tr|yiil to thofe whofe local knowledge 
;;;rgiiers^;^:;:&Gi;;;aM|a^^^ ■ ^ but, as' 

their number is comparatively very fmall with thofe who 
require it, the tranflator requefts the indulgence.of the few,' 

■ , in. eqia|iiiiiistbKthe 
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.I'/;: o f the 

M O G U L E M P I R E, 

' ■ '• b y ^ ■ V:- • ^ 


I SHALL begin my narratbnirpm tHedme ^fljlyl^^ 

the command of the fortrefs of Giif. For the 

. duties of that office I had entertained numerous followers, a 
tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my recall rendered me 
incapable of paying j but, as my life was yet to remain, I made 
my *efcape from among them in the bett manner l' could, with 
my ffimily;?^'f 






On account of my diftrefled circumftances, and the great diftance 
of my late command from the Imperial camp, in order that I 

* An important fortrefs in Dekkan, or the foutltersk part erf” Hindoftan. It is called 
Oodneh by the Hindoos, and is now in polTeffion «f tihe Mharattas, who rctc^ itfodn 
after tBe Emperor At»I^imgeert , ^ 

’ To k te iy. from^ tt«ir owja,trq^ die nobles 

of Hindoftan, ‘1^ generally keep- up 

inore than th(7 can |«y vidai 


B 


might 


might take fome repofe, his majefty had conferred upon me the 
government of ’Ahffimabad Koolburgah, where I remained one 
month j and then, leaving my deareft fon, “Huddaiut Oolla, as 
my deputy in that ftation, I proceeded with a few followers to the 
’ Stirrup. I had the honour of an audience in +Pargur, while his 
majefty was engaged in the redudlion of ' Kundaneh, He fhewed 
me much favour, nor had any change taken place in his efteem 
-arid regard towards nie. I was Rationed, during the fiege, four 
cofs diftant from the camp, on the only road of communication then 
left, as I had been fuccefsfully employed on the like fervice, fince 
the commencement of the redudlion of Dekkan, at ® Beejapore, 
’’ Hydembad, and other places. Though the enemy now was very 
numerctos!, biM jfluhderedivin td the Ikirts of • the ca^pj yet, by 
the divine afiiftance, I maintmned my poll with a very trifling force. 
For this fervice, I waSvhanowsd with much applaufe by his ma- 
jefty, and my reputation with the public became high. Additional 
rank was alfo confeiTed, as a reward, on my deareft fon, and other 
relations, at Koolburgah. ■ 




« the capital ^ the'Bhamenee fovereigns of Dekkan, Feriflit'a's 

•, has been tranflated-, and will one day 

be’pffisi^d tO'tb^.pybljCj this .attempt. It is now of 

&tte note, and fn poflelEon bf the Niaam.' 

* Anglice, directed by God, - - ‘ 

* Meaning the emperor’s perfon, when travelling. 

'*■ A fortrefs in Dekkin. 

® Anotiler in ditto. ^ ' 

* Once the capital of the Add Shay?<ee Sultans of Dekkan, and’ celebrated for its 
magnificence. It was reduced , by 'Aulutngeer, with all the dependencies, except what 
the famous Mbaratta chie^ Sewajee, who was a rebellious vaffal of this monarchy, 
had wrefted from it. IWs nQ’W^rBitte4%fid in pbflefSoiibifth'e Mhirattas. Europeans 
have generally written it Vifiapoiiri but' tHeMullcilmaunS is'aboVe. ' 

, ’’ This city was the capital of Golconda and Koottub Shawee fultans, the iaft of 
whom was taken prifbner by Aulumgeer, and his kingdom reduced. It is now one 
of the capitals of the Nizam, who is however obliged to fhare the revenues witli the 
Mharattas. ' ' • : ' ' ^ 

’ S ■ ' ' ’ After 


".M O G U L EMPIRE. 


'i 


After the redu£Bon of Kundaneh and * Raujegnr, the emperor 
inoved to another^ quk'ter. He had defired feveral of the principal 
nobility to accept .4he command of the latter, as it was of import- 
ance, and but newly conquered j. but it being a poft only of diffi- 
culty, they had all requefted to be excufed. One evening therefore 
he fent for me, and my fon ’ Moraud Khan, and when I had 
entered the prefence, rfeid, 1 wifh to fend thee to Raujegur, art 
thou willing to go ? ” I replied, that his Have was ready j upon 
which he gave me part of the coffee before him, and ordered that, 
having drank if in the ^ Aubdar Khauneh, I fhould come back, and 
receive my difmiflion. When I . returned to the prefence, his 
majefty gave me his bleffing, two hundred mhors, and one coin 
weighing one hundred ' mhors, with two horfes to me and my fbn, 
and five for my bretheren. Two hundred bullock loads of grmn 
were alfo ordered with mc j and the following day, after morning 
prayer, I departed. At taking leave, his majefty promifed.that l 
fhould be relieved before the rainy feafon, then about two months 
diftant. / , . . V- 

•By the aufpices of the divine bleffing, I arrived in fafety at my 
ftation in, eight days, and remained there forty j during which, from 
tlie*^lltu3e^ ^nd rqn^antic fituation of the place, my leifure paffed 
in pieaingiy enthuikaftic contemplation. * Mupfoor Khan was 

. then 

; , ■ ?! '' ■ 

, • A fortrefs in Dekkan. J : 

* vAnoUieriniitto. ■, , '■ ' 

^ Anglice, objeft of defire. ^ ' 

The place in which water, fherbets, &c. are cooled in ice or laltpetre.-slc ' 
(Joldeix coins, of this and greater weight, were often* gtvettjas'tedrks vf'Myvftr. 
Silver-st#^?GiffP!ldihnrtd?ediru|)ewsfwliiOi ^were. iSffij'ih nfej^andlAere.isiOifc’^of 
ttoepi ,.of ,Tii^i|c^^eriflgeniouSi&fr.;Eichwdfw a 

very Mi 

« Viaorions; ’ ft yet that every 

proper name or tifte of perfons, ifttiliePerfian, and frequency ii»Uife.to%JO”laTtiguage, 

^ Uz ' 


MEMOIRS OF T HE 

then fent to relieve me, and his aiaJeRy wrote with his own hand 
on the firmann of recall, that, agreeably to his ppomife, he com- 
manded, me to. the ptefencej to whidi were added many gracious 
aCurances c# fayonF;. I left Rauj^ux with the fame force I had 
comej bn^ as it a great djflance from the tamp, and parties of 
the enemy were hovering abroad, at fcveral places I was much 
preffed. On my arrival at the prefence, I was receavsed with great 
fo¥Our.. ' 

Bang now agda ,i% the? ftme; fitnalfon as when I quitted 
Imteeaoz; Gnr, (forimy jaghaer W been mined by various de-^ 
predations,); I was much chftrefled in my afiairs, when his 
who was niformed of thing public and private, 
feat / Ameer Khah^ to me withs a 'ine&ge, r ; importing, that, as 
diftrefa . had nmv^s^ied affiilrs, I : had better, ftek a little repofe 
in feme fettled I office, and: that he would confer upon me. the 
* Kelladaree and * Fojedaree of * Mandou, then held by * Nowazufli 
Khan, who, though an ameer of three thoufand, was unequal to 
ftiepoft. 

My ai>4 i;%ar4 to i|ls majelly were fo great, that, 

ohferving his life Verging to the Clofe, I did not wifli to quit the 

is an epithet deferiptive of feme qnality in them on whom it is coafened, or the donor 
fiipp<^s, tiiem to poffeis: but, of late years, titles of boac^ arki become £>: common, 
as to We their re^ieaj and there arc naapy vsaiaio«8 lords of Emdote^ who never 

faw a batde, or drew a fwotd a^inft an enemy. . . . 

* . '■ > ' .. 

* Cammaiid ^<Df E^garf ifoii* .. , . - 

^ Military a«tthorityJ,ii.,adiiMi,, cmirts^'Crf^Jiiftice, 

A very iS^tenGwe fortnefe in. ^le province of Mai wa, ' of which it was the capital' 
Hinder _^fh€ Patau fovercigns# It is now^miich deesayed,. and in poieffion of 

■^'fjP|^b&ig.affabiHtyo , . ^ . 

prefence, , 


MOGUL EMPIRE. 

pi^fence, fearful of never beholding him more, and therefore ' 
declined the offer } but, when my fon and the women of my family 
heard of the refufal, they became immerfed in grief, for the Soubah 
of Malwa was to them dear as their native place. The difappoint- 
ment of my fon was fuch, that he privately refolved to give up the 
fervice, and leave me j and my whole family were heartlefs and in 
delpair. At length, overcome by th^,fit«ation, and indeed they 
had juftice on their fide, I, in fpke of my own grief, faid to my 
fon, “ The power is in thy hands ; I refign myfelf as a ranfom for 
** thy happinefs.” ‘The foul of my life went the fe,me evening to 
Ameer Khan, and informed him of my acceptance of this office. 
As that minifter was pleafed with my confenting on many accounts, 
he reprefented it to the emperor the fame night, when the affair 
was fettled. Alas ! how can I exprefs what paffed within my own 
breaft ? The following morning, at the ‘ aflembly of juft'ice, his 
majefty bellowed upon me a horfe and * khelaut, and the lame upon 
my foil and grandfon. It was allb allowed me, ayt my paltilWar 
requell, to come daily to pay my relpedls'-at the pfefcnce, till the 
grants of my new office could b.e prepared; and though my polls 
of ^ Meer Tozuk and Darogah of the Dekkan cavalry were given, 
to others, yet, from his majelly’s gracious favor, I was permitted: 
to exefeiie the; duties of them till I left the camj^... 


s 


’ It was a cuftom o€' empero^ to' fit dally, once, for the purpofe ofi 
hearing and redreffing the complaints of the people,’ and often twice ; but this noble- 
ufage was di&ontinued by the fucceflbrs of Aulumgeer,. which tended greatly to iofe.: 
them the refped of their fubje&i. 

^ An honorary drefs given, always to perfons entering into office,, and frequently by 
iffupeyiqr tq an inferior, as a mark of efteein.. It is varied, in richnefe of materials,, 
and Wmber of ^nnents, aceordbig to the, rank of the receiver., ' ? . 

»; is to prefervfi order ta.a ijroce^^. ^ 

toafters. ' 

OiTi 
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memoirs of -t h e 

On the evening before my d^rtttre, the emperor opening the 
window of his fleeping apartment, called me to him, and laid, 
^ Abfen<« now takes place between ns, and our meeting again is 
“ uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever willingly, or unwilling y, 

I may have done againft thee, and pronounce the words, i 
three times, with fincerity of heart. ^ As thou haft 
I&md m long, I alfo forgive thee whatever knowingly, or otlier- 
<* wife, thou mayeft have done againft me. Upon hearing t ec 
my fobs became like a knot in my ^ ^ 

Mi not power to fpeak. At laft, after his majefty had f p^atedly 
preffed me, I made fhift to pronounce the words, Iforgwe! three 
times, interrupted by heavy fobs. He fhed many tears, repeated 
the^roids, and, after blefiing me, ordered me to retiie. Soirow 
lay fo#avy Upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at * Aurunga- 
hi, I was fdzed with a violent illnefs ; but, as my borrowed life 
was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until 
my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, without help, from 
my bed to my feat. My fon remained in the fort with me only 
m^sl^tpfand . then departed for his command at ^ Koterree 

one year immerfed in the fame giief and 


The prince Mahummud ^ Bedar Bukht being appointed, to the 
government of Malwa, I paid my refpeas to him af.4,9pj§in. , - In 

■ » A confiderable city, faunded by Auluibg^er before te a to the throne, 

near the celebrated fortrefe of Dowktabad in Dekfe&^' He’ ni'itted it Khojefteh 
Boonniand, or The Aurun^bad, in com- 
pliment to his tide bf AuruDg^Bfe,^ by 'wbfth 'Aulu'tbg&i' diflingui&ed before he 

#iaed the empire* ^ v, ^ /, < 

• * A in Malwa* ' " ‘ i ^ .0 

® Signifying wakeful ftar, or.propitious fortune. He was the eldeft fob of Azim Shaw.’ 
' ^iipofed to be one of the olM cities- 'in Iftdia', and is - at prefent the ca|SitaI of 
Mdw, and of Mahajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief. 


a ihort time, fuch a friendfhip grew between us, that a greater 
between a prince and fubjedl cannot be conceived. He would not 
be an inftant without me : he would not eat of any thing, but hs 
lent me part of it : he did nothing of importance without alking 
my advice, and confidered my opinion as religioully decifive. In 
Ihort, the particulars of his favour are beyond relation ■, but, on 
this account, I became envied by all his dependants. 

Soon after this, the illuftrious prince Mahummud ' Azim Shaw, 
coming from Guzarat to vilit the emperor, palled through Malwa, 
on his route to ® Ahmednuggur. From the favour he had beheld 
me in with his father, my attention to himfelf, and the unbounded 
praifes of his fon Bedar Bukht, he. behaved to me in fuch a gracious 
manner, as to relate would occalion prolixity. When he had gone, 
tlirough Malwa, the. government of Guzarat was conferred on 
Bedar Bukht, who departed for that province, and took me with 
him as far as the frontiers, beyond which I dared not pafs upthout 
leave from the, emperor. How ftiall I exprels his manner of part- 
ing ? He made me promife to write him weekly, and faid, that he 
would favour me as often with letters under his own hand, in- 
cluding every important occurrence, in order to have the benefit of 
my adfice for his conduft. This fort of correfpondence was kept 
up between ;t^Sj,|ggplarly, tU^ the life of his majefty lhadow. ’of 
•God arrived at an end.. relate, fome particulars of 

that important event*.. 

The 


<. i?.*‘ Sslnifylng grpat king. He was the third by birth, bat fecond fiiryiving fon. of : 
(■Ahlaingsef. ^ . ■ • . ; ■ 

AiOS«#dera,ble.city,-of D(^an,,;oncf the,,ow**i of, the l^izam , Shawee 
redifCf^,^ ths,]Mfegid.yp|§^^inder.,§,haw..J^i#n,;.but now ' 

5 All c^m^n^tp jiuajefty, ,\yith'M Stw orientals-v,,, : .jJ', 

It ihy.A^^^ to his fons, 

Aaim Shaw and ! 

' ' t.-,,:-.--;. 
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The emperor, a few days before his death, with a ftridnefs of 
command feldom to be enforced by monarchs at foch a fcafon, 

difpatched 

Shaw Azim Shaw. 

HEALTItl to toee I My heart is near thea* Old age is arrived : weaknefs fubdues 
me, and ftmgto has forfaken aU my members. I came a ftranger into this world, 
and a ftranger I depart. I know nothing of myfelf, what I anj, and for what I am 
deftined. The inftant which pafled in power, hath left only forrow behind it. I have 
HOt Wn the guardian and protedor of the empire. My valuable time has been pafled 
vainly. I had a patron in my own dwelling, (confcicnce,) but his glorious light was unfeen 
by my dim fight, Life is not lafting j there is no veftige of departed breath, and all hopes 
■from faturity are loft. The fever has left me, but nothing of me remains but fkin and 
bone. My fpn, (Eaum Bukfti,} though gone towards Beejapore, is ftill near ; aird 
thou, ,jny fiui, art yet n^er. The worthy of efteem, Shaw Awlum, is far diftant ; 
and my grajufibn, (A5!ee«iOo|haun,)'by the orders of God, is arrived near Hindoftan. 
The Camp and feltowets, hclpkfs and alarmed, are, like myfelf, full of afilidion, 

Icfs as toe quickfilmr. Separated from their lord, they know not if they have a mafter 
or not. 

I brought nothing into this world, and, except the infirmities of man, carry nothing 
out. I have a dread for my falvation, and with what torments I may be punilhed. 
Thou^ I have ftrong reliance on the mercies and bounty of God, yet, regarding my 
wll cQt quit me; but, when I am gone, refiedion will not remain. 
.'Gbnp I l«ave launched my veffel to the waves. Though Providence 

■will prpted toe caa%,) yet, ^regarding ajqysarances, the endeavours of my fons are in- 
to^nfahly incuntoent. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (BedarBukht,) whom 
I cannot fee, but the delire affeds me. The Begum (his daughter) appears afflided ; 
but God is toe osiJy Judge of hearts. The foolilh thoughts of women produce nothing 
but ^^pointsfienfc. Farewell i ferewell ! ferewell ! . • 

. To the Prince Kaum Buksh. 

MY foil, nemeft to my heart. Thoi^ in the he^t of my power, and by God*s 
permiffion, I gave you advic^, and took wito y<H| the greateft pains, yet, as it was 
not toe divine will, you did not attend wito tlte ears of comjfdiancc. Now I depart a 
ftranger, and lament my own infignificaiKe, what does it profit me ? I carry with 
me toe fruits of my fins and imperfedions. Sarprraing Providence ! I came here 
alone, and alone I depart. The leader of this caravan hath deferted me. The fever, 
which troubled me for twelve ^s, has Wt me. Wherever I look, I fee notobig but 
vinity. My fears for the camp and followers are great; but, alas! 1 ktfow 
My back is bent with ■weaknefe, and my feet have loft the powers of motion. 

■ 7 ' ■ -Siilii 



dilpatched tlie prince Azim Shaw towards Malwa, and Kauni Bukfli 
to his government of Beejapore. His reafon for this proceeding 
was, that no feuds might arife upon his death, in an enemy’s 
country, between his fons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjedls. 
Had the two princes remained together in the camp, fuch would 
have been the cafe, as occurred afterwards on the death of Shaw 
Aulum, whofe four fons were together in the camp, when, though 
not in an enemy’s countiy, the families, fortunes and honour of a 
world became plunged in the depth of ruin. ^ 

Azim Shaw, though knowing the dangerous illnefs of his father, 
dared not difobey the orders of march. He departed from the 
camp, but his motions were flow and cautious j nor did the em- 
peror prefs him to expedition, after the three firft marches. He 

The breath which rofe, is gone, and left not even hope behind it. I have committed 
numerous crimes, and know not with what punifliments I may be feized. Thoagk 
the Protector of mankind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent alfb on the 
faithful, and my fons. When I was alive, no care was taken; and now I am gone, 
the confequence may be guefled. The guardianfliip of a people is the truft by God 
committed to my fons. Azim Shaw is near. Be cautious that none of the faithful are 
flain, or their miferies fall upon my head. I refign you, your mother and fon, to God, 
as I myfelf am going. The agonies of death come upon me fall. Bahadur Shaw is 
ftili where he was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoftan. Bedar Bukht is iaGuzarat. 
Hyaut al Niffa, who has beheld no affliSions of time till now, is full of forrows, Re^ 
gard the Begum as without concern. Odiporee, your mother, was a partner in my 
illnefs, and wilhes to accompany me in death ; but every thing has its appointed time. 

The domeftics and courtiers, however deceitful, yet mull not be ill-treated. It 
neceffary to gain your views by gentlenefs and art. Extend your feet no lower than 
your Ikirt. The complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekkob, though 
of much judgment and good underftanding, fettled large penfions on his people, but 
paid them ill, and they were ever difcontented- . I am going. Whatever ;g<xs4 ^ evil 
I have' done, it w^s' for you. Take it not amift, nor remember what, ofepces I ■ have 
done to yourfelf ; that account may not/ be demanded^ pf me h^reafteit. /No one has 
feen the departure of hi§ pwnfoul i but! 

■ ^ ' " ' ■' P 
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even fald to ' Hiimmeed ad dieii Khan, to whom he had committed^ 
the chai-gc of his funeral rites, “ Three days after my death, on& 
“ of my fons will arrive in camp, and fend my remains to Aurun- 
» gabad in a proper manner.”. On Friday the twenty-eighth of 
Zeekaud, his majefty performed his morning devotions in company 
with his attendants ; after which, as was frequently his cuftom, 
he exclaimed, “ O that my death may happen on a Friday, for 
“ bleffed is he who dieth on that day Soon after, he had occa- 
fioii to retire. Upon his return towards his bed, he had begun; 
the * tiummum, as was always his cuftom till water for the ^ wuzzoo- 
could be brought, and had made one Iprinkling, when fuddenly 
his moft pure fpirit fled from the narrownefs of corporeal confine- 
ment, ‘to the boundlefs expanfion of the Moft High. We are from, 
CJbd, and His hands remained 

and in motion, for fome time after he had ceafed to breathe. How 
can I exprefs my own feelings ? This much I know, that the 
kindnefs, favour and diftiilftion, for fifty years, of that atom- 
Gherifhing fun to me, his humble flave, his great aftions, liis glory,, 
his piety, hk'perfeverance in virtue from youth to age, the revolu- 
tions of his the wonderful events of time, rufhcd 

hpbm in si lea of grief, and overwhelmed my 

heart, fo that I forgot myfelf, and knew not what paffed around 

Azim Shaw, being informed of the event By liis agents, and the. 
nobles who afiefted to embrace his in tereft, arrived on the third. 

Anglice^. Aider of the faith. 

* A purification by fprinkling of Juft over the body, ordered by Mahunimud for the 
convenience, of his followers inhabiting the dry deferts of Arabia,, where water is - too. 
lakablefor the poor to ufe on flight oc.cafions^ 

3 Ditto with water* . . 
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of ' Zeehudge at the camp at Ahmednuggur. He omitted no ihew 
of afteclion and refpeft to his deceafed fathei'j butj like the'" orphans 
of thoie in humble life, flied manp tears, ^ 

Many of the chief imperial fervants, as *Muttullub Khan, 
MChoddabundeh Khan, '^•Terbeut Khan, and others, had a real 
attachment to Azim Shaw; Some- neither loved or hated him j 
and a few, though they diiliked, yet, from inability to oppofe, 
prudently fubmitted to his authority. Three Mogul chiefs only 
delayed to come in to offer their allegiance, ' Feeroze Jung, his 
fon Cheen Koollich Khan, and - Mahummud Ameen Khan. 


On the tenth of Zeehuge, 1118, Azim Shaw afcended the A.c. i 
throne of empire amidft the ufual rejoicings, and conferred favoui s^^ ^ 
on the nobility according to their Rations, but on few in a manner 
affording fatisfaffion. Here I muff be pamitted %;m 
or two inRances of the wonderj^l acCoih^i|hrnehr^#^^^^^ 
of Providence. While he was only a prince, mod: of the nobility 
were attached to Azim Shaw, and regarded him as poffeffing every 
approved quality for empire ; but almoft immediately after his 
accefiion to the , throne, the general opinion was altered, from his 
own condudf . Jle iligirted the principal nobility, and betrayed 
great parfimony to the army, adting as if he had no occafion for 
their fervices. This proceeded from a vain belief that none dared 
to oppofe him, and that his elder brother, Shaw Auliim, reUn-- 


* The twelfth month of the Arabian year. 

* Anglice, ObjeA of the wifli. 

* Slave of God, 

* Accompliflbed in manners and morals. 

* Fortunate in war.- ■ ‘ ■ 

* Faithful in Mahummud, 


quifliing 


qiiifhing to him fuch avaft empire as Hindoftan, without a fti'ug- 
gle, would fly for fafety to another clime. At the fame time, he 
Openly declared his jealoufy of lik own fon, Bedar Bukht, whofe 
favour with the late emperor had difpleafed him. He treated the 
old nobility with contempt, and would fay publicly, that they were 
not fit for his fervice. He removed Terbeut Khan, a veteran and 
loyal general, from his command of the artillery, in the mofl: in- 
fulting manner, without any notice, and conferred that important 
ftation on a young man of low rank among his creatures. In 
fliort, I cannot enumerate all the ill omens to the fortune of Azim. 
Shaw, which proved the will of Providence to have decreed heaven 
beftowed empire to Shaw Aulum. He who prideth in himfelf is 
ruined, When the will of God hath decreed an event, all things 
:aid the accomplifhment. 

Mahummud Kaum Bukfti received intelligence of the emperor’® 
death, on his third day’s march from Ahmednuggur, and was im- 
mediately deferted by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too- 
raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for his 
protedlion, at this crifis, byAulumgeer. In addition to this mif- 
fortune, 'Zoolfeccar Khan, his bittereft enemy, who had once 
confined him at the fiege of *Iinjee, lay in his route with a confi- 
derable army, fo that it was probable his perfon would be feized 
by this nobleman, in order to obtain the favour of the new empe- 
ror. Azim Shaw had dilpatched orders to that elFedt ; but Zool- 
feccar Khan, either from policy or compaffion, did not obey them, 
and Kaura Bukfh arrived in fafety at Beejapore, which he was al- 

^ * Anglice, Lord of the deft toying’ weapon,* This was the name of a feymetar 
belonging to All, fon-in-law to the prophet, 

* A celebrated fortrefs in the Carnatic, 



lowed to keep, as his brother, being eager to quit Dckkan, did not 
endeavour to remove him. 

Azini Shaw now proceeded with the Imperial camp towards 
Agra, by regular ftages, as if the principal of a caravan, and taking 
the route of Toomree, quitted the broad and eafy road of Akber- 
pore, on his left; proving, by this imprudent ftep, that, when 
deftiny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong. 
The route of Toomree was hilly, full of woods, and, for many 
long Ipaces, void of water; fo that, during two days march, great 
numbers of men, women, children, and animals, periflied through 
fatigue and thirft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that 
this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw ; for he bad ralhly 
neglefted the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march- 
ing againft ‘ Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore. 

I muft now return to the affairs of Bedar Bukht, whom it was 
my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re- 
ceived oi'ders from his father, Azim Shaw, to march immediately 
from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance 
of Shaw Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Bukht had the greateft and 
moft fincere affeftion for his grandfather, who equally loved him ; 
and on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other. 
'Upon receipt of the melancholy news, he was overwhelmed with 
real grief, which dwelt long upon his mind ; for, when I faw him 
afterwards at Oojein, he would frequently weep at recoliedlion of 
his lofs. In obedience to the orders of his father, he departed 
from Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand 

® A moft excellent and authentic account of this prince’s adventures and misfor- 
tunes may 'be km in Bernier’s Travels^ which are bound up in Churchyi’sand Lord 
Oxford’s Colkaion of Voyages,. Dow alfo details them| but I 'prefer Bernier’s 
account^ as raore artlefs, , ■ 

horfe, 
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iiorfe, his own dependants, and carried with Iiiw. about thirty 
lacks of rupees in treafure, p'ropeity of his own, not picluming to 
touch * twenty lacks in the Inipciial tieaiuiy, left it hiouici laxiL 
• fufpicions of his fidelity in the mind of his father. For the fame 
reafon, he made not any addition to his force, though he could 
with eafe have raifed a great army, and might have procured a 
* corore of rupees from the bankers and renters, by way of loan, 
■without oppreffion, as .did ’Moraud Bukfti, when he marched 
from this province againft Dara Shekkoh. 

On the eve of his march, he difpatched a letter to me and feveral 
others on his rou te ; but the couriers .brought none to hand in due 
time, the public roads being guarded by officers, who had orders 
■to fearch all and infpea letters . As the prince expeded 

me on the frontiers of IVIaiwa, he was much difappointed on his 
nrriva'l there, and repeatedly exclaimed, “ What can have happened, 

to prevent the coming of Eradut Khan ? ” My enemies, and 
feveral envious perfons, tDdc. .occ 3 .fion to defame me, faying, that I 
woirid never Jffin Mm ; .for, knowing the jealoufy between him and 
•Ms fatheaV. I was gone to court his favour. 
il«i this maimer 1&i liiyfoisemic^-addEefs him, till he arrived near 
Oojein ; when, not finding hne there, in fpite of his regard and 
reliance upon me, fufpidon found room in his mind of my fidelity. 


* Two hundred tlioxifand pounds. 

One TO'llioh dlttOf 

Anglic^ AccmpMmt iie wife# .YoTOgeft fonofthe emperor Shaw Jehaui'% 
and brother to Aulumgeer^ wl¥?j,:havmg m.ade ,iiTe of him torattain the defeat of his 
elder brothers, confined him in the fortrefs of Gualiar, and afterwards had him put to 
. death, on bis being tried and condemned for murder, on the accufation of a dependant, 
'whofe father he had executed fer fotne crime, when in power. Aulumgeer was 
obliged to difplace the firft judge before whom the caufe was brought, as he refufed to 
■ ^givefentence, faying, that a prince putting a -man to death in the exercife of Ms au» 
dt|, far a crime, ought not to be accounted murder. 


mogul empire. 

At length, on the firft of ' Mohirrim. rite prince’s Jetters were 
biought me altogether, and immediately after, having loaded a 
fmall tent and fome neceflaries on two trained camels, I departed 

from Mandon, leaving the toefs in charge of my dear relation 

and friendj^ Meer Sunjir.. 


The prince had been for fome time encamped near O 
waiting for the lucky day to make his entry into that city, fo that 
by chance I reached the camp at the inftant of good fortune. He 
was moving in his ^ nallekee towards the town, when he perceived: 
me at a diftance, and faid to his attendants, « Is not that Eradut; 
T^J^an that I fee?.” And was fearcely anfwered, when I came up. 
He ftopped his train, and opening wide his airnis, cried, ‘‘ Gome,: 
“ come my fiiend ! in expedation of whom my eyes have beeri 

ill etched, even to dimnefs. ” I kiflcd his feet, and prefented mjr 
©fang. He pi-effid my head to his bolbm, and taking off hM 
^neem-afteen, put it on my flioulders. His firil words were 
lamentations mingled with tears, for the deceafed emperor his 
giandfather, for whom he knew the fincerity of my grief. He* 
then ordered me to mount my hof^^^ ride near him ; and, as: 
we pioceeded to the city, related all that had happened to himfeif,, 
and his anxiety at not meeting me oii*tlie borders of the province.' 
When I had fatisfied him for my delay, he commanded thofe who^ 
had fpoken againfl me to quit fais prefence, with much difpleafure,, 
and lefufed to admit them again for many days., 

‘ The firft month of the Arabian year. ' - ’ 

A canopied litter peculiar to the princes, and allowed now and then to f<ime fevw 
great officers of Hate. It is generally of rich materials, and often entirely of filver.. 

,t IS earned on the flioulders of twelve or flxteen bejarers>, on three p,c>!e% one ont'Cacli'^. 
fide, like our fedans,. and the third running under the middle of the machine.!"' ■ 

An upper robe with half-fleeves, ,c6mm'o|Sy made of gold or fitver ''tiflue. For a.. 
prince, or perfon of high rank, to confer 'any p^t of his ov?n drefs pn an inferior, is 
accounted a very great honour to the. receim.. 
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Bedar Bukht did not remain in the palace of Oojeln j but. after 
Tiewing the city, pitched his camp on theWk of the uvei. at 
about a cofs diflant. Here he was attended by ' Abdoollah Khan, 
the foubadar of Malwa. and confmued one month and twenty days, 
expefting the arrival of his father, when that ralli prince wiote 

him the following firmaun: 


“ Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the 

« » Suttulludge, to pmventthe approach of the enemy F Thou^^^^^^ 

“ he dare not face me, yet you have been guilty o iig neg e 

Soon after my arrival in camp, the prince fent a »Nifhaun, 
with the following words in his own hand, to my dear fon 

Huddmut <3ollah 

days journey from Oojein. 

“ Your father, one of ray moft efteemed dependants, attends 
« the ftirrup. I am furprized that you have not as yet come to the 

My fon, in reply, wrote tor the prince, that he fliould flioitly 
feek the honour of an audiei^ce ; but privately to me, defiring that 
I would reprefent to his highnefs, what refpedl would not permit 
him to mention himfelf. This was, that though I had no forde 
under me, yet my attendance and advice might be of ufe ; but that 
he, unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervice ; that he had 
then with him two thou&nd veteran foldiers, all his followeis foi 
twenty years, who would accompany Mm without the limits of his 

* Slave of God* 

* One of the five great rivers between Cabul and Lahore. 

^ The letters of the emperor are ftyled firmaunsj thofe of prince$;j nifcauns# 
by God. 

. ■ ■ government 
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government. Of tliefe he had lent a return to the prince, whom 
he would immediately attend, on the advance of a month’s pay to 
enable him to march j but w'ithout that they muft be exciifed. 


His highnefs, in anfwer to this meffage, faid to me, “ To give 
“ Huddaiut Oollah this fum, or much greater, I would not hefi- 
" tate ; but, alas ! fhould I call in luch a force, as your attachment 
“ to me has been reprefented to my father in a fufpicious view by 
*' interefted perfons, he would inftantly, on the jun£lion of your 
“ fon’s troops, be convinced of my difloyalty, and turn his arms 
“ from Shaw Aulum againlt me. Write this to your fon.” I did 
fo; and he declined coming to the camp, writing to me the 
following words : “ I refign you to the proteftion of a gracious 
“ God, fmce I am prevented by my ill-fortune from paying my 
“ duty in perfon. I wilh you could leave the party with which 
« you are engaged, as I fee deftiny will to it prove unfavorable.”. 
God be praifed, that from his prudent caution, my dear fon 
remained fecure from the enfuing troubles. 





Bedar Bukht, agreeable to the orders of his father, moved 
towards Agra, and was joined from the prefence by Zoolfeccar 
Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar of ^Koteh, and Diilput 
,® Bonedcla, alfo Amaun Oolla Khan, who were lent by Azim Shaw, 


* A principal zemindary in Malwa, now much circumfcribed by the Mharattas, 
who allow the raja, a defcendant of Ram Sing’s, but a very fmall proportion of his 
lands, 

*■ The Bonedek tribe of Rajapootes are the pofieffors of Bonedelcund, an extenfiye 
lying partly in the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. Their proper 
chief, the raja of Oorcha, defeended from Ber Sing Deo, the founder of the family 
importance, peffcffes but little territory, far the greateft part having been from 

his houfe by Cbuf^erlaul, one of a yoimger branch of die ^p^edelafj.'^hpfcjleic^ 
now hoW his'e®3f!^,-j<k_ndjf, ,with the lS4hara»^'’^o 'have a third part of the lands, and 
produce of the diamond aaincs of Pirna, " ' . 
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as much to guard the prince’s motions as to aflift him. ' Meerza 
Raja Jey Sing, * Khan Auliim a Dekkan chief, with his brother 
J Munuower Khan, and other officers, alfo joined from tlie prefence, 
with about fix thoufand horfe. 


The prince ^ Mahummud Azeem Oofliawn, who had, by 
Aulumgeer’s orders, left his government of Bengal to proceed to 
the prefence, had reached the vicinity of Agra, when he heard of 
the emperor’s deceafe j upon which he marched to fecure that city 
for his father, Shaw Aulum. ^ Mukhtar Khan, the foubadar, 
who was attached to Azim Shaw, and father-in-law to Bedar 
Bukht, hoping to impede his progrefs, funk all the boats in the 
Jumna, and placed guards at the neareft fords. But, alas! what 
power had fuch a yaflai to face the fon of his decreed fovereign? 
The prince moved higher up, and having croffed the river, took 
him prifbner j but regarding his former fervices, and thofe of his 

* Zemindar of a confiderable territory in the province of Ajmere, named Amheer 5 

but fmce this prince’s founding a new city called Jeypore, the rajaftiip has alfo taken that 
name. Jeypore ,is; reckoned the moft regular built city in Hindoftan j and Europeans, 
■who have feen’it, fpeak highly of its magnificence. Jey Sing was a great encourager of 
feience;, and built feveral rffersttdries -far attronomical ftudies. He alfo ereSed a 
carivanferai and matket in every province orHisdoftan, for (he convenience of tra- 
velkrs, at his own expence. The prefent raja of Jeypore, his grand-nephew, pofihfihg 
the city, but not much territory, part of which has been feized by vaffals of his family, - 
and part by the Mharattas and Mogul chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jeypore 
is the great mart for hoffes fromPerfia and the northern pr#tfice4‘ of ttindbftahj and 
the old citadd of AtAcer, clofe to it, i& f^d to efifitaih^k wealth laid up by Jey Sing, 
This will probably one day fait iiito the fiands of the Mhjnuttas, if they are not foon 
diverted- from their operatioas. in'tfife doubles in Dekkan, that ftall 

fufnifli diem employment nearer . 

* Anglice, Lord of the wp'rld. - ' ' ' 

' ® Enlightened lord . * 

^ ^ Anglice^ Of high dignity j fecoud Ibn of Shaw Aplimij the eldeli fui'vivliig _1 oe 

Aii|Iice> Powerful lord. ‘ ‘ ‘ 

"'■'■•V family. 





^ ‘."''•I ' rife^rl, ,'l, ti I („ • J . 1 ' ^.HJ|»I(/ I 
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family, did not offer him perfbnal injuries. It had as yet been the 
ufage of the princes of this illuftrious houfe, though a nobleman 
according to his connections -with, one of them, appeared againit 
another in the field, that the victor did not put him to death, or 
dilgrace him. On the contrary, the fidelity and valour difplayed 
by him, in the caufe of a defeated rival, were fure recommendations 
to the conqueror’s favour. The princes knew that the ftability of 
power and regulation of empire refted on the fupport of an expe- 
rienced nobility, and they would frequently obferve, “ that their 
“ enmity was not to the throne; for whenever a prince became 
“ fixed upon it, they were faithful fubjedfs. If then we deftroy 
“ them, through whom can we adminifter the government.” By 
this wife policy of the Imperial family, the rules and order of the 
extenfive empire of Hindoftan remained uninjured by the quarrels 
of the princes. — But to return to my fubjedl. 



When Mahummud Bedar Bukht approached the banks of the 
’ Chumbul, and Azim Shaw arrived near * Gualiar, Azeem Oofhawn 
detached a confiderable body from Agra, under ^Motufhum Khan, 
to guard the fords. Bedar Bukht was fond of enterprize, jealous 
of his honour, and of high mind tempered with prudence. A 
riv^lftiip for gloiy had always fubfifted between him and his father, 
Azim Shayv, who vvas of raili courage, and never looked beyond 
the prefent ifi his coiiidudt. Like tlje '^vyhilker-twifting vaunters 


* A river in the province of Agra. 

^ One of the moft celebrated fortreffes of Hindoftan, an elegant plate of which, 
wife fee account of its capture by a detachment under colonel Popham, ip, j^go, b» 
been given to the public by major Rennell ; but another, on a larger fcale, 
more hiinute defcription of the place, is now preparing by the ingenious Mr. W. Hodgcfji 
well'kitown for his drawings under Captain Cook, and-jfbr Ms views of 
takeili byfeiinfcif on, the fpot. . ' 

^ The twift of tie wfe^ers in ^ England, 

•are alike charaCteriftiCi"* ^ 

I> 12i of 
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of Hindoftan, if his fon made any delay on his march, he would 
jell and fiieer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the enemy. 
On this account, Bedar Buhkt refolved to crofs the Chumbul im- 
mediately, and attack the polls of Motulhum Khan 5 but this 
proceeding was ftrongly oppofed by Zoolfeccar Khan, an experi- 
enced general of approved condudl j upon which a ftrange conten- 
tion took place, which is worthy of relation. 

A number of low-minded perfons, vain and imprudent, fuch as 
are too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves 
capable antagonifts for the nobility of Azeem Olhawn, regarding 
this as a fit opportunity to fiiew their loyalty and attachment, in- 
terfere in the condudl of afiairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the 
opinion, of fome, wag fufyedled of treachery, they feized this occa- 
fion to perfuadethe prince that he correfponded with Shaw AulihtP* 
and wilhed to delay engaging till his approach, in order to com- 
plete his defigns of defertion to his caufe. God only knows the 
heart, and perhaps it might have been fo j but, in the eye of un- 
derftanding, good policy alone feemed to influence his coiidudt in 

When he was informed that the prince had refolved on crolfing 
the river the next morningi he repeatedly reprefented, through the 
pri^per officers, that fuch a ftep was by no means advifeahlhat the' 
prefent erifis j but the prince refufed .to take hi^iOpinion. Upon 
this,' ZooIfec^i:’Khan^ went ■hiinl6lf..’t0',Ms'.highnefs’s -tents, and 
r^uefted'an ahdiehcei , ’l^ng fowfi, tlSal'he had affairs of importr- 
ahce to communicate j but thh.prinee ;w^l 4 ,^p^ him, and 
fent word, that nightly council was unlucky, therefore he muff: 
‘wait till the morning. I had heard of Zoolfeccar Khan’s advice 
during the day, and of the prince’s difient, but knew not what had 
piffM at night j for I made it a rule never to go to his councils, 

,• unlefs 
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unlefs called upon ; and his highnefs had never failed, till now, to 
fend for me. It happened, that I had been this day. to vifit Zool- 
feccar Khan, at his eanieft requeft, but not a word on the affair 
in debate paffed between u» Some envious perfons, however, took 
this occafion to perfuade the prince, that I was a partner with the 
genei-al; and, notwithftandiiig his conviftion of my fidelity, his 
highnefs, in his prefent humour, believed them. Hence it is, that 
the ancients obferved, « We fhould never rely on the favour of 
princes j for when their minds are difgufted, though withoutiw. 
“ caufe, a thoufand years of confidence may be deftroyed in one 
“ inftant of fufpicion.” 


The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, the march 
of battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted 
the elephant which he always rode in the day of aftion. I was at 
my devotions, when I heard the drums; but dreffing niyfelf in 
hafte and aftonifhment, I fpeeded to attend him. He had moved 
fome diftance from the tents before I came up. I found him, with 
an angry countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering 
reproachful terms of Zoolfeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falfe 
wretch, and the like, to fome fervile attendants round his elephant ; 
but, 'On percmying me, he became filent, and looked more dif- 
pleafed. ci#om, I, alighted from my hprfe to make 

'my obeifance, of which he ^ bsok no, notice, nor Ipoke, nor fmiled 
upon me as he was wont to doj btit turned his head another way. 
Though much hurt at this flight, I took my ftation as ufual on 
his (right handi clofe to the ear of his elephant, and raminated on 
, the changer ip i^is behaviour, while my enemies, who during the 
night had formed this ‘ telifm, were rejoicing aU arpuntl 
diftrefs. Though his highnefs did not ipeak to them, after my 




''f C&arm,Wdli&aaji,.''’ ' 
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arrival, yet I judged, by their . exulting, and winking to one 
another, that fomewhat highly ffleafing to them had happened. 



* Aa idiomatical expreffion, lignifying that he was attached to his party. 


Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan fent an officer to requeft I would 
attend him-, for lie hoped that, at my defire, the prince would 
alter his intention of paffing the river. I informed his highnefs of 
the officer’s coming, for I never vifited any of the nobility without 
permiffiooi Upon this, he angrily exclaimed, “ Go! ‘Your 
quiver alfo hangs his belt!” I then defired the officer to 
return, and fell what, he had heard, as I could not go j but the 
prince, with a furious afpedl, cried out, “ Be gone ! Why don’t 
“ you go to your friend ? ’’ At beholding this,- a giddinels leized 
itif brainy and l became -ffiftiafited ; for I never expedfed fuch 
Wofds from him, whofe favour I thought fincere, and prided my* 
felf on defervihg, by ffiy fidelity. I became raging, rafh, and im- 
petuous, and faid, “ What bufinefs can I, the humbleft of the 
“ humble, have with nobles of Zoolfeccar’s exalted rank? He 
was the firft general of your grandfather j but your father has 
' ; him under your command, and certainly the 

** power; fe -at ^pefet^ in your hands, to treat him as you pleafe.” 
His Mglutt, ttpofl this, more angrily than ever, exclaimed, 
•4, ‘Surely the eihperor hatli Mt mide you my tutor!” What 
fhaR I fay ? Heaven and earth feemed to fall at once upofi roy 
Ihouiiers, and I Wiflied to die that inftantj but thefe woMs inroi’ 
lunfarfty ffipped from my tonpe s '* WJiat is iny abiRty, to be- 
“ come tutor to a prince Bke your Tet;* fhould the traft: 
** be offeral me, I Yathet lly from foeiety with a fliom head, 
■** than accept it.” ' ' Tb''tKS'Mie'’i4iade'' iioYeplyi- ' and-'I quitted hfe 
perlm without ceremony, “ 
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I had not gone far, when the generous, forbearing, patient and 
benevolent prince, cherifher of liis friends, fent to me the ‘ daroga 
of his khowaus, to fay, as from himfelf, “ What troublefome 
dreams hath my friend feen, to diforder his imagination, and 
“ make him rave ? Know you not, that fpies have prejudiced my 
father againft you, as my advifer ? Therefore, as much con- 
tention pafied laft night, between me and Zoolfeccar Khan, and 
“ I have juft now infulted that deceitful traitor, I fpoke angrily to 
you alfo, to remove fufpicion of my treatment of him proceeding 
“ from your counfel, not fuppoling you could mifapprehend me.” 
Upon this, I ftopped till the prince came up, when he called me 
to him, and fmiling, whifpered in my ear, “ I have beheld your 
deep penetration.” I replied, “ I did not expedt fucli expreffions 
from your highnefs.” He anfwered, “ I alfo wiftied to try 
“ your patience, my friend, who pretend to fo much prudence, 
“ with fuch heat and paffion.” Having faid this, he took from 
his neck a large cornelian of * Yemmun, on which were engraAfed 
fome prayers in a beautiful charader,, and giving it to me, faid 
aloud, Admire this graving !” at the Taipe time nodding that I 
ftiould keep it j but I returned it, iignifying privately, that the 
gift was improper before fo many envious witneffes. At length, 
my lato expiting and mean-fpirited enemies, feeing me again in 
favour, retired to a and left me to converfe with hi? high- 

nefs ; who then “ SPrgjy yop muft have forgotten what my 
“ father wrote to me, concerning you, three days fmce, and my 
anfwer to. his majefty 1” That aflhir I will relate. 






The prince had three days before received a firmaun under his 
father’s oWn hand, arid I went’ with him .to meet it, agreeable to 
cuftom. About midnight, he fent for me again, and carried hie 


* Overfoer t« ^onsefije 


into 
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into the fleeping apartment of his ' m^al, where he had been 
fitting with the mother of * Bedar Dil, who retired as I came in, to 
another chamber. He gave me the firmaun, and defired me to read 
it. In it was written, in Azim Shaw’s own hand, the following 
fentence : “ You are day and night confulting with Eradut Khan j 
“ I wifh to'know for what purpofe !” When I had returned the 
paper, his highnefs alked what was fit to write in anfwer. 

I replied, “ I am your fervant. Difmifs me for the prefent, 
and when my duty is requifite, I will inftantly return.” He 
exclaimed, “ You muft not leave me } but feme anfwer muft be 
written. I will attempt one; but you muft alfo compofe 
another, and we will fend that we both approve.” He then gave 
me pen, ink and paper; from his ftandifli, and feated me at a lamp. 

He wrgte, and J wrote.. When we had finifhed, it appeared, on „ 

comparifon, that we had both written the fame, almoft without 
the difference of a word, as follows : 

“ It muft be remembered in the facred mind, that your majefty, 
in palling through Malwa to the prefence of the ^ Shadow of 
Go4 feiif to Cybur Have, Eradut Kban is our houfehold fervant ^ 
hruly Ujaly ' idfe and experienced^ I give him to youy that, ’when 
important affairs fiall come in agitation, you may confult voith him. 

“ Health to your majefty ! What crifis of affairs can be more im- 
portant than the prefent ? According to the orders founded in 
benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairs public 
and private; I know wh'at fufpicions thoie admitted to the 
prefence may have, fbrmejd pf this fervant, but, were 

they communicated to me, 1 could remove them to the fatisfac- 
rion of your m^efty.” 

• The ladies ajsartments. ® His fon ; Anglice, Vigilant mind, ® The 
emtwflj Aulamgeer. . 

The 


The prince applauded me much, and fakl, “ v^ith this able 
judgement and the fimikrity of our difpofitions, how can I 
“ avoid giving you my efteein r ” _ But to be {incere in this affair, 
juftice was on the fide of Azim Shaw; for Eedar Bukht was rival 
to liis father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for 
me, I was never in the iervice of Azini Shaw, nor had ever made 
him profefllons of duty, being wholly devoted to his fon. 

Being alone with him one night, he fuddenly threw his arms 
about my neck, and holding down his head upon my breaft, faid’ . 
“ If a fovereign and parent feeks the life of a fon, and that fon is 
“ truly informed of his intention, how fliould he aft in felf- 
“ defence, ? Have you a precedent for itr ” 

I replied, “ Such a queftion is unneceflary. The behaviour of 
“ your ’ grandfather to his father is a fufficient precedent ; and 
“ fovereigns are forced to expedients which are not juififiabfe in 
“ other men.” 


€C 




• Converfation of this fort often pafled between us; and one 
evening he afked me, how he might gain an opportunity of feizing 
his father. I replied, “ An opportunity will offer thus : When 
he has gained the viftory over Shaw Aulum, you will be the 
firft to congratulate him. The troops will theii be feparated 
here and there in fearch of plunder, or looking after the dead 
« and wounded ; and, as the tents will not he ready, your father 
win be only under a * fhaumianeli, furrounded by a few ’ kanauts, 

* Alluding to Aulumgeer’s dethronement of Shaw Jehaun; v ; : . ; 

A OanOpy of cotton cloth. ' ' 'v ■ .v ' 

® Walls of cotton cloth, which are always pitched round the tents of ali who can 
afford theiti. , ,The princig^^ chiefs haw the|n^ enclofmg grpund^ofo,;? , great extent 
round theirs; '' Tihey liaw a'vefy fpiendid'aH^raaM. ” jpernlef’^es^good deferip- 
tionofaMoguIcanip,;to wh!ctftljecuritmsri!iayilrftfer.“- ’ 

E ■ • ' ■ ' You 
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You will be admitted to audience, attended by 

:: “ ^d ’-^tb tf iSr^if fr 

« probable yout prinretgerty 

, tetJentbekananta. 

exclaimed, “ You have fpokea v^ell I Dare you, 

** ftrike the blow ? ” 

I reulied that though the aa was eafy, yet a facred oath rafted 

T t lS:^f rivaf. when it wonht 

chance in > | S opportunity will be thus : 

be excufable. 1 tnen lau , nnrfuit and pro^ 

.. fhonld the enemy fly. an ^ fating hisid 

.. T^rtl u employed, without fufpiciou, m pWure and 

. • • ’ Yon mav return fuddenly upon him, and gam your 
« rejoicing, aswou arehis eldeft 

.■ fofand have feeu much lervice, he will certainly appomt you to 
.. to govemmeut of Dekkan. You will have to a po«^ 

.. ^fat y^ difpofel. As your fathers behaytour « .hfguftfu 

tothe tiople. aid mifiynf the courtiers diflikehto A^^ 

.< aid your pretenlions. We open force, and try for whom God 
« will decide.” 

Bedar BiiKht, haying crofted the Chumhpl at ^ unobferved 
'ford, the troops of 

banks of the river In left their artillery in the 

various pofts, and M to.%a,: happy/tbfkve thdr lives^^ Zool- 
feccar, who had advifed the prince to remain on the other fide, 
feeinff he had croffed, now came up reluaantly, and congratolat^ 
W on the fuccefs of his march. This fubmiffion pkafing his 
w he rcfolved on the morrow to honour him With a vifit, 


in order to atone for his late behaviour. 2oolfsccar Khan, 
hearing of his intention, fent a meffage to me, defiring that I 
would perfuade him to lay it afide, as his highnefs’s viflt would 
occalion various reports, and the caufe be inferted in the intelligence 
of the fpies, with remarks that would injure the prince and himfelf 
in the opinion of Azim Shaw. 


I was preparing to execute the commiflion ; but before I could 
leave ray tent, Zoolfeccar Khan pafTed by, haying refolved to go 
himfelf to the prince. Beg^ng pardon for his boldnefs, he pre- 
fented a ’garland of flowers to his highnefs, who, foftened with 
his humility, fhewed him more favour than was confiftent with hiS 
own dignity. It was a rule of Aulumgeer’s, never to fhew fuch 
condefcenfion to the nobility, as to make them think themfelves 
too necefiary to him, but he condudted himfelf fo as to be held in 
refpe6tful veneration by thofe even neareft his perfon. Certain it 
is, that too much humility in a fovereign lofes him the obje^ for 
. which it is aflumed. The prince, having HSitomsdi him with the 
robe he had on, and a rich " firpeach of jewels, difmifled him with 
numerous profeffions of kindnefs. 

Zoolfeccar Khan the fame evening made another vifit, wh^ I 
only was fi^ng with the prince, and thus began to o&r his advice ; 

Since your higtoefe- haa croffed the river, as the prince Azeem 

Oofhaun is near, it is proper to march towm'ds him immediately, 
** left your father fhould conceive evil fiifpicions, oi the army 


» GarlanHs made the chumbeely, a fort of double jafmme, are always introduced 
with the betel at entertainments, and prefented to the guefts 5 alfo taffefe of tbe^ 
foi the turban, and fometimss leaves of gold and fdver fvds, are intfr wv«% roe 

flowers* / , ’ . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ a ' ’ ti' ■ 

with it. ■- ) ' 


fuppofe 
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" iuppofe that foil fear to engage him.” The prince 
anfwerhim, but nodding to me, faid, “ Have you heard what he 
“ obferved ? ” I replied, Yes j and he is an experienced ^neial 
and faithful fervant yet there are fome points to be coiifidered. 

- Though engaging Azeem Oofliaun is no hazardous enterprize 
“ yet he is alfo a prince j and 'if, now your highnefs has crofied 
“ the river to meet him, he does not march this way, the reproac i 
“ of delay will reft on him. Let us confider alfo who is neareft to 
« us, AzimShaw, or ShawAulum. If the former-, let us raarchr^ 
« yet Azeem Oofliaun, if defeated, has the city of Agra for a re- 
fuge, to reduce which muft require fome days. His father may 
alfo arrive with his vaft army, faid to be an hundred thoufand 
« horfe, and he has already vvith him thirty thoufand.. If Zoo - 
feccar Khan judges he can, without the aid of youn father,, 
engage tliefe two. armies, and a prince of Shaw Aulum’s expe- 
“ rience and, valour, what can we dread ? Let us march. Zool-<* 
feccar Khan, in reply to this, only faid, as was his manner when, 
pleafed, “ Good ! good 1 good !, He hath fpoken well,” 

Some days after this, Azim Shaw approaching near, Bedar Bukht 
moved a cofs in front, tbe.fpot he was upon being chofen foi his. 
father’s tents ; and the monung of his arrival went two cofs fioni. 
the camp to meet him. Azim^Shaw loved hiin as a fon, though, 
from the attention fliewn him by-.Aulumgeer, he had legaided him 
as a rival. When he now beheld him, after long abfence, paternal 
fondnels for the inftant overcame, his jealoufy^ and he received him 
withftrong marks of ^^on. Conferring, upon him a princely 
khelaut, with the ’cteurliub,, 3, ,% fef with jewels, , elephants 
and horfes. The prince, ■ after the interview,, alked^ me if I would 
not pay my reipefts to his father : to which I replied,, that. I did 


«< 
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* An upper robe, never conferred but on princes of the royal fanaily, the vizier, of 
empire, and Ameer al Amra. 
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not 


not wife it, having no defire to engage his notice* or embrace his 
fervice ; but, upon his obferving that my .declining it would occa- 
iion much fufpicion, I confented, and was introduced. Azim Shaw, 
upon feeing me, faid, “ Are you alfo come?” I replied, '* Yes, 
“ but without orders. I left my ftation, though far diftant from 
“ the route of your majefty. Who elfe has done fo ?” He con- 
ferred the ufual khelaut upon; me, and gave orders for my being 
^employed. ' r ; ■ : r ■ v ; : ; f •: 

Empire having been decreed to Shaw Aulum, from the agency 
of deftiny, fuch vanity took pofieffion of the mind of Azim Shaw, 
that he was convinced his brother, though fupported by the 
myriads of ‘ Toor and Siillum, durft not meet him in the field. 
Hence, thofe who brought intelligence of . his approach he would 
abufe as fools and cowards, fo that no one cared to fpeak the truth 
as was formerly the cafe with the emperor ‘ Kumaioon, during the. 
rebellion of the Afghan Shere Shaw. Even his chief officers- feared 
to difclofe intelligence) fo that he was ignorant of the fuccefsful 
■ progrels of: his rival.:: 

At length Shaw Aulum having reached ’ Muttra, fent by a cole- 
bi*afed|dirybjl|i the ffillowiiag meiffi 

“ divine ' atiij^ices^' we inherit from , our anceftors. an extenfive 

empire, comi^rbhln'ding ;m.any kin^^ It will be jull ancT 

“ glorious not to ffi-aw the-fwofdfegdinfe each- other, nor confent 

Vaft armies, mentioned in the Kbraun. 

® Father of Akber. Sec his reign in Dow’s Hiftory; • , • : 

9 -A city about eighteen cofs N. .of Agra, niuchyeuer^ited by .tlie .HiiidaoSi, , it hmiig" 
the birth-place of their god Kifhen. There were’ forrnerly very rich tcoiple? iy-lD 
but one, more celebrated than the rbft, and ereAed by Ber Sing,, deo reja of Oyreha. 
cofi: thirty-fix kdkh'of'rupee®.,. It waS-raatedTy Aulumgeef, 'who' built a tttbfqhv on 
the fite with tM' 'materials., Muttra, ■ ht^eyerj maiiy^ temples, which are 

vifited by pJlgrimS-fr<W.aU partS # I»daii.'.i;' ’.'•■'•'-A.-.. ' 


|: 





Mahummud Bedar Bukht, who commanded the advanced corps 
€>f the army, having given the neceffary orders, began his match. 
He was mounted upon his favorite elephant, and his moft valued 
attendants wetc near his perfon. Zoolfeccar Kchan with the two 
Raujepoet chiefs, Ram Sing t^ BpIpul; Roy, alfo Amaun OoUah 
Khan, followed' them»/'mc^|'|^fivhktto th? left of the prince. 
The main body of the army mlrched next, in the center of which 
rode Azim Shaw, furrounded by his courtiers and a numerous 
band of Mogul, Afghan and Hindoftanee ’ munfubdaurs, of 

, ? Anglice, Holding rank. Perfons of family, but without titles of nobility. 

appjroved 
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“ to flied the blood of the faithful. Let ns equally divide the 
“ empire between us. .Though lam the elder, I will leave the 
« choice in your power.” Azim Shaw, vain-glorious and haughty, 
replied, that he would anfwer his brother on the morrow in the 
field, and upon this, the meffenger departed. Azim Shaw marched 
the next morning, and encamped between lajoo and Agra, on a 
barren plain void of water, fo that the army was much diftrelfed. 
Intelligence arrived during this day, that Shaw Aulum was 
encamped feven cofs diftant, and intended moving on the morrow, 
but to what quarta* was not known, 

I have- already mentioned, that my defign is not to write the 
hiftoiy of kings, but of rayfelf, and what I have feen. Accord- 
ingly, of the battle betvreea the brothei's, I fihall only relate fuch 
circumiftances ^ I was am eye-witnefs of. 

^Sunday, the The morning dawned j but what a dawn ! Darting fire, and 
sbee^aUwai, tinged with bloodj of whole horrors the laft day can only prove an 
Axllyoyi. imitation. <1311 it not morning} it was the day of judgment I 
Ciall it not dawn j it was the evening of death ! Call it not day, 
but the eVe woes of time ! 


approved valour. We had not as yet learned the pofition of the 
enemy, or what was the defign of Shaw Aulum. 

Malmmmud Bedar Bukht had reached a village, near which was 
a flreani of clear water j and Ibme wells were alfo round about it. 
The troops at this time were much feparated, and every chief, inat- 
tentive to order, moved as he chofe. Seeing which, I reprefented 
to the prince, that the main body was far behind ; that the country 
in his front was deliitute of water for feme miles„ and the day pro- 
mifed to be diftreffingly hot. Without order, without intelligence 
of the enemy’s motions, where would he haften ? I remarked the 
fcattered march of his followers j Zoolfeccar Khan obliqued fo far 
to the left as fcarcely to he vifible, and other chiefs equally diftant 
in every quarter. I obferved, that, if he halted here till fome news 
arrived of the enemy, there was fufficient water to refrefti the 
troops, the artillery would come up^ the emperor have time to 
join, and order be reftored in the line j alfo that, Ihould the enemy 
advance upon him, he would have the advantage of 'good ground 
and plenty of water. He replied,, “ Your advice is juft. Go, and. 
“ inform my father I Ihall follow it.” 

It happened alfo, that Shaw Aulum had no advice of the route 
cf ouraitt^ i and, as there was but little water where he was 
encamped, lie Ifed this morning di^atchied his main body under 
'*Monauim Khan^ vvM wi A his J)ns and perfonal attendants, 

hunted along the bank of the Jumna,;' His * peefhkhaneh, with the 
ufual efcort under ^ Rooftum-dil. Khan, was coming on in front o£ 
the army, in the fame route as our line- 

’ n.., 

* Anglic^ Fortwate, He was ejiief to Shaw Atjlaoi. 

* Anj^e^,,A^aiw;e.d' houfe. The .(chiefs- have ■«£' 

tents, &Ca which is always difpatche<3,,ift front of the army, ;to the next growidi 

ef encampment,^' and., pitehed. foe their rec^ition. ' “ - ' 

® Anglice, Of ttf Firdofi’s Shaw<»- 

mmmsh, or Hiftory of Fcriian Stings- : " - ‘ 

"r' ■ 'UpoaSt. 
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Upon the delivery of mv mcffag'e to Azlm Shaw, _ he replied . 

II is very well. Go. and inform my fon I am comuig up.' ^ I 

- ; ptuit what did 1 behoid ! 

and left the village unguarded. I 
the line, faw a joyful fccne 
:he prince faw me, .he eagerly 

I congratulate you on viaory !” I replied, “ How 

Upon which his highnefs. 

Tell Eradut Khan what you have feen.” 
then affirmed, that he had feen the ' Sewarree 
rider, and with but tew at- 
The prince then faid, that 
, and taken all their baggage. 
';^jwas'' "tKus;p-The;i;-aiv»ced 
; m with our left wing, was at- 
tacked, and, the efcort being fmali, foon taken. The elephant feen 
running away, belonged to Rooftum-dil Khari, who commanded 
the efcort. 

‘-'Th ^ 

The prime©, however, now ordered ^me to go and inform his 
father of ,^hdriaoiy, foppofingThat my being the bearer of good 
news would give me favour in his mind. I declined going, and 
obferved, that I could not carry intelligence fo very ridiculous and 
groundlefs i upon which the prince was angiy, ^d f xcl^im^d', 
“ What . 4o ypu mean ^ ” I replied, “ Let r^pn on the fub- 


rcturned to the promifed place of halt, 
The prince had marched on, a.— . 
fpeeded after him, and, upon gainii 
of congtatiilation On victory. Whe 
‘exclainied, " : 

comes viftofy, without a battle ? 
turning to a courier, faid, 

This foolifli wretch 
elephant of Shaw Aulum, without a 
tendants,' -running off towards Agra, 
our left wing had defeated the enemy, 
The caufe of this imaginary viftory 
baggage of Shaw Aulum falling 


can have feized him, who was a valiant leader in the wars of 
“ Dekkan, againft ‘ Samba, * Sunta, and ’ Dhunna ? Accidents 
“ will happen to the baggage of armies, and this boafted vidtory 
“ is no more. Your troops have plundered his advanced tents j 
“ but woe to thofe who have been thus employed 1 If important 
“ fervke ^ould now offer, they will be ufelefs, confufed as they 
“ are, and encumbered with iiK>U.’' To thefe remarks the prince 
angrily exclaimed, “ You are always appi-ehenfxve, and foreboding 
“ ill!” He then ordered Cafim, the *darogah of his divan, to 
carry the intelligence of vidlory to Azim Shaw. 


Scarce half an hour after this had elapfed, when a great duft 
arofe upon our right. Upon this, I faid to the prince, “ Behold 
« the confequence of our viftory, and the flight of Shaw Aulum I 
Yon cloud precedes at leaft fifty thoufand horfe.” Juft as I 
had concluded, another duft arofe, which certified a fecond body 
of troops approaching. I defired his Hghaids to prepatse for adion, 
while yet the enemy, was at fome diftaarx. He ttot Mi, “ Will 
“ you now go, and inform my father d the enemy’s approach 
To this I replied, “ Though I wifh not to quit your highnefs’s 
perfon, yet, as I am ordered, I muft obey >” and, having fmd 
this, I fode off with Ipeed towards Azim On my way, I 

beheld ftr^ge diforder. Amatm 0<^ah Khan, a re|mted good 
officer, who afted as ^Jierauwui to the prince W^all^ah, I met 
with only two or three hundred ftraggling horfe. Azim Shaw was 


r • Son to the celehrated Mharatta chief Sewajee, whom he fucceededi butwas taken 
jprifonef, and put to death by Aulumgeer. 

“ Another fon of Sewajee. , , 

® A femoas Mharatta chief. ' \ 

* Supferintendant of the hall of an^ence. , . 

s Leader of i&e corps.' 
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a cofs and a half farther in the rear, and his troops become fepe- 
ratcd into three divifions, lb that I could not ealily diftin^iiilh the 
royal poll ; "for the train of artillery had been, left in Dekkan, and 
the llandard elephants were out of their ftations, fo that there was 
nothing to' mark the emperor from a diftance. When Terbeut 
Khan v^as removed from the command of the artilleiy, and his 
fuccdibr applied for orders concerning it to Azim Shaw, he was 
much enraged, and paffionately exclaimed, “ Do men think that I 
“ will ufe cannon againft a 'breeder of cattle? I will not even 
“ draw the fword, but bruife his head with a ftaff.” 

At length I perceived the imperial "umbrella, and haftened to- 
wards it; Some of the courtiers, who always firft received intelli- 
gence, that they might accommodate it to the humour of their 
mailer, demanded my hufinefs j but, not liftening to fuch weak 
flatterers, I rode on. When Azim Shaw faw me, he made a fignal 
for me to advance j -but, fuch was the crowd, I had fcarce ability- 
to pulh through it. At length, having come near to his 'travelling 
I Righted from my horfe, and faid, “ The prince informs 
“ ypprimgtt^ ii^ar approach,” What fhali I fay ? 

Azim Shawj flarting asif.llwpg by a fcorpion, with furious looks, 
eyes rollinig, and, as was his cuftom when angry, pulling up his 
fleeve, exclaimed, “ Comes an enemy to me!” Being vexed at 
his manner, I replied, “ So it appears.” He then called aloud for 
kis war elephant, and, in a frantic manner, wJbirHug a crooked 

* Alluding to, tlie ufed for the hrtillery, unimfal in Hindolian. 

* The umbrella is one of me Iniphrid'hnrighS-;' aiMf,*'<#hen ,the etiquette of the court 

was kept up, no fubjefl: dared to carry one.' •' ■' 

* A feat, or rather fmall couch, fixed on three poles, like the nallekee defcribed in a 
former note. 

* A Ihort crooked ftaff, about three feet in length, not unlike a crofier, ufed by 

fekeers to lean on when they fit, and often by perfons of rank as an enjblejn of humi- 
lity, ahd having declared thetnfelves difciples to fome holy naan. ' ‘ 

ftaff. 


ftafF, flood upright in his throne, and tauntingly faid, “ Be not 
" alarmed ! I am coming up to ray fon.” Hurt at this infult to 
the fpirit of my prince, I faid,. “ His highnefs is fon to yourfelf, 
‘‘ afyluni of a v/orld, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents 
" the enemy’s approach, that your majefty may advance with the 
" troops, and take the poft . ufual for the emperor in the day of 
“ battle.” ', ■■ " 



Having faid this, I rhde off to rgoin Bedar Bukht j but fuch 
crowds furrounded me to afk for news, that I could not difengage 
myfelf till within a rocket’s flight of the prince. Jufl as I had 
reached him, the enemy began to canhonade, and a ball flruckthe 
breaft of an attendant clofe to his perfon. - 

As I had tiot been und refled for the laflr two nights, and was 
exceedingly fatigued with hard riding, the fun and wind ^ being 
burning hot, my ftrength now failed me, and I fajifted'a^af’.**’* Wy 
brother, feeing this, lifted me from my horfe, laid me on the 
ground, and loofened my armour, but could get no water to revive 
me. The prince, obferving my diftrefs, generoufly fent me a fmall 
veflel from his elephant, which gave me new life. I untied the 
folds of my veil, and poured fome of the water on my breaft,' but 
was ftill too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was come upj 
but, contrary to the cuftom of the emperors, whofe ftation is the 
rear of the center, pufhed on towards Bedar Bukht, and his 
attendants crowded after him without order. Ameer Khan pafli^g 
by, and feeing me on the ground, offered me a feat with him pm 
his elephant, as did others of my friends j but I refufed them alii 
At length my owii elephant arriving, I mount<Ki# and lay with 
breaft bare ppon three Ikins of water, which juclcily for, 
in the feat, toptw%ttt;my 

phants of Azini’ 'Shaly; •las' wbpieh, of the treafury, and 

■' "F 2 ■ the 
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the jewel office, now pufhed between me and Bedar BuUit, 
I was removed fome diftance from inm. 


fo that 



. < . , 1 r*nr line One ot ttieie was ncaucu uj 

witkn a ' rockets flight ot oiix line, ^jth 

the prince Aseem Oofliann, the other by Monamm Kh^, 
tne prini-c ^ Jehaundar Shaw and 

Our line was fo prefled upon on each flank,, and in 
ti rear. by baggsge ^P^nts, cat* and foll^ers 
incommode the troops, and rendei: them nfclefs. 

upon" us inceflantly, and did gmat eaecuUou r ^ 

to Hmd Otowers of wtoh f« 

haa. A line of rockets tatending m front of our u™}. was re 
peatedly.difchai^ with great efea. The fim, obfcured by du a 
foicie. was in the meiidian. and the heat exceffive. At length oor 
troops, grown impanent from the gaffing of the enemy s rannon, 
premred to charge. This being told me by my brother, who fup- 
ported me on the elephant. I raifed myfelf as much ^ I couW. 

afiufteduwarmonr, and obferved the motions. IfawK an uuni 

to«e tMratds atb cBemy jrith great rapidity, upon which I wavrf 
nsj handbachief its i'figisil fer the prince Bedar Bukht to foUow, 
which he did, fo that I ihortly could fee only the top of to 
* As to myfelf, I could not move, being wedge" m. y 

the <SKwd elephants around me» . ... 

» The roclcet'io Wp- 

execution wherever it ftr&es, htatahhot fe f^nt aireetion. It will reach from 

three to &ur hundred yartJs. ,, no r ck,w. 

a. ^ fhk** tmof oofififinfir 'tibe' world; el&ft foir w w 


As Khan Aulnm advanced nearer the. enemy, Ms follawers di- 
minifhed, gradually lagging beMnd, and not above three hwidred; 
ftuck by Mm to the charge. When I faw- this, I well; knew that 
all was loft.- The brave chief,. however,. penetrated to the elephant 
of Azeem Oolhaun> and hurled' his fpear at the prince, but it: 
mifled him, andiflruck the thigh an attendant ; when the prince 
drew an arrow,, which.pienced the heart of Khan Aulum, and he: 
died on the inftant.. His brother^ Munnower Khaiji- was alfo- 
woundedi Thehr foflowers fell back in the utmoft confufion* and : 
fled* as did the greateft part of our right vring, leaving the. prince . 
Waliajah in a manner alone j but, *notwithftandii3ig tMs ddertion, . 
he heroically kept his poft; Amaun Oollah Khan, feding Ms 
danger, hajftened to fupport him, when unludrily a rocket lighting ; 
in the pad fupporting his feat on the elephantj it took fire, md: 
burnt: fo furioufly as to pain the animal, who turned Iwfc. The; 
lihan, half burnt, fell to the ground j and his tro0|% blinking he.; 
was -killed, fled in diforder. The prince. , ©jpflii th^ , re*- 

treated for. fhelter towards Bedar Bukht, 

A body of ' the enemy, under Bauz Khan Afghan, now attacked! 
Sjolfecmr.Khani.but: was repulfed with great lofs, and the chief ' 
ba(% -wounded 4 . buti by the decrees of Providence, Ram- Sing 
Harraj and'f)li%iit Kaow. Bonedelah„€»i whofe valour and con- 
duff Zooifeccar Khan moflrlfcpendM# both killed at the^feme 
inftant by a- cannon fliot ; upon which their raujepoots loft all 
confidence, and fled with the dead bodies of their cMefs. Zooi- 
feccar Khani however, yet remained firm with his own Mowers ; 
but, upon being charged, by the whole of Azeem Ooftiaun’s <%i- 
fioft, he left the conduft oft the battle, to Syed,' and; 
retired' 'to the rear' of -Azim ghaw’s.^poft with-Hnmmced'-.ad"d!^ien. 
Khanl: 
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b^ck toPiialiar, 

^ig-flightd€teraiin€dthf '''"'/ ,'. 

i’ ,, ^ .rlib wil’I fisiiW "if' A-kn ^haw 

The prm9pal.MloH=r%^»ffo.]^h?W’^‘5;'?f f ™ ““ 
now difmoupted. apd laxingjtlgif WSff PPrf'^iSiSW)’-' ‘ ^ J; 

tteitmtrfift.,,, ^y^d,!^pplla,_ and.^ig,^rctt|icr.MpiiIlei. ^ll RIjap, 

polTlWF^fppeimt? 1 r i hnnrl 

wpXabi-^, i 

i;ec«Kri^ei-4 ° ® f 

Amim ^terbeut Khans Muttullub Kfjfn, 
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mufquet ball, and refigned his fonl to the Creator of life. The 
•prince Wallajah alfb funk down in the fleep of death. I now made 
my efcape towards Agra, not chuling to go to the enemy’s camp, 
though I had many friends, who would have given me protedlion. 

Rooftum dil Khan, who, as already mentioned, commanded the 
efcort of Shaw Aulum’s advanced tents, when attacked in the 
morning by our troops, finding his efcape cut off, paid his refpecls 
to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the 
battle, till his death, with great firmnefs. Seeing him deadj he 
afcended the elephant, and cutting off the head of the corpfe, 
remounted his horfe, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulurri. 
With exulting hope of great reward, he laid bis prize at the prince’s 
feet j but the compaffionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his 
flaughtered brother in fuch difgrace, fhed tears of affedrion, and 
gave him nothing but reproaches. He ■ ordered the head to be 
buried with proper refpeft, and forbad the march'Of- ti^^iy f d be 
beaten. ■' ttHi.-.. ,■■■ > ■ ? . '‘j ^ |* 


' Monaiiim Khan took charge of ‘-^the bodies of the unfortunate 
prindjSS, ’and treated the ladies of their harams with the utnioft 
refpb^- -alid?*"teRdernefs. Though he had recd'(^ed a ' dangerous 
wound, pdh; he ccaae^kd and 

continued on the order and prd'cnt 

plunder. He could not difmouht' ftorif -M's elephant without help 
and was obliged, no pallekee being at hand, to be carried in a cloth 
to prefence of Shaw Aulum.,. His eldeft ifbn,^;NyeefhJKhan, 
vti^idangefodfly-* wounded -Ify-'a' balliin- ihe rtco*^’, 

veredtJwith’J^ilPSeuifyji". 8haw^^lllB^i'paffed •thenighcun^r a-fhaU's 

the importMt-obj^" bf^ernpine,''; with ■ his 'from the 
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ilrad of a rival, mewed in ttinro^ to the gardens of ' Ohera. 

rowicl vvhich his array eRCsrapd, 

I ihall now relate feme fartlciilars necelTary to he known con. 
■ccmlng Shaw Aulum j his march from Cabul, and other proceed- 
ings, to the .day of engagement with his unfortunate brother Azim 

£haw. 

Some .time Before his deaths Aulumgeer had appointed Monauim 
man to be * dewan to Shaw Aulum. who then held the ^vern- 
ment of Cabul. This nobleman was of great abilities, aaive in 
the cabinet, refolute in execution, and of unbending mtegnty of 
mind. He foon arranged; the prince’s aifairs, which, before ms 
coming into office, ware always in confufion, owing to the affien- 
dancy of unworthy ffiwnrites. Diffolute and oppreffive, they, 
from felf-interdfed motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan, 
and prevented him from doing juftice. A fuperfluous foldiery was 
kept up, exceeding the ability of the revenue, and, being conffi- 
qucntly ill paid, was ever mutinous and difeontented. At the 
fame time tii| houffiold of the prince was diftreffed. Monauim 
Kha% fimn the efteem in which he was held by the 

imiperor, and his already eftabh&ed charafter of great ability, foon 
gained the perfect confidence of Shaw Aulum. He diminifhed the 
prince’s army, but took care to pay that on foot regulariys, fo as td 
We no wm for difoontent, Or excufe for fiewrionfiiefs. When 
he had thus erforaed aflNrs h*» fbn as his deputy 

there, andremovBi m fciffi<^ of which province 

were full of abo&s. He had refi^ved to amend them, and fuc- 
ceeded, fo as to render the majority of ^l ranks pleafed with his 
admini^ratioii. When he heard of Aulomgeer’s illnefs, in order 

» About three cofs, or fix miles, from Agra, * Manager of the revenues. 
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to prevent cabals in favour of Azim Shaw, he circulated a report 
that Shaw Aulum would not contend for empire, but feek protec- 
tion from his brother by a flight to Perfia. Shaw Aulum had him- 
felf, indeed, made this declaration long before; and with luch 
apparent refolution, that it was believed, and dreaded even by his 
fons, who refided with him. Monauip Khan related to me after- 
wards the following anecdote,- in thefe words : 

** Whtm f ptoived that my attachment, fmcerity, and abilities, 

« had properly imprefled Shaw Aulum’s mind, and that he was 
** convinced I was a prudent, faithful and fecret fervant, being 
alone one day with him, converfing on the affairs of the empire, 

» I took the liberty of thus addreffing him : It is reported that your 
« highnefs intends flying to Perfla, fllth fo much confldcnce, that evm 
« the princes, your fons, afure me by facred oaths of its truth. He 
** replied, In this rumour there lies concealed a great deflgn, to for- 
» ward which, . I have fpread it abroad, and taken pains to make it 
« believed Firfi, becaufe my father,, on a mere fufpicion of dipyalty, 

« kept me nine years in clofe co^ement , and, fould he^ even nm 
think Icberified the fmallef ambition, he would immediately flnve 
to accomplifi my ruin. Secondly, my brother, Mahummud 
« Shaw who is my powerful enemy, and valiant even to the^ extreme 
. « ofrajhnefs, would exert all his force againf me. From this report 
“ z»y father is eafy, and my brother lulled into felffecurity ; but, y 
the Almighty God who gave me life, laying his hand on the Koraun 
“’by him, and on this holy book, I /wear, though not one friend fiould 
I will meet Azim Shaw infngle combat, .wherever he m 
'^^k^^^‘ghisfcrit^wMctI.bave..Jb hng maintained, and even, kept 
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To proceed. When the news of Aulnmgeer’s death reached 
Monauim Khan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by expreS to 
Shaw Anlum. conjuring him to march with the utmoft exprfition 
towards the capital, without anxiety or preparatioti. as he Ihould 
find artillery and all fupplies ready at Lahore. This wi ® 
then prepared bridges over the various rivers, fo that nOt a 
delay was occafioned in croffing to the prince s aimy, which at 
Lahore was joined by a powerful train of artillery, with fufficient 
draft. He alfo paid up all the troops, and advanced large fums to 
new levies. Shaw Aulum, by long marches of ten and twelve qofs 
each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhood of Dhely, and Mo- 
nauim Khan entered that city with a feledt party. The officers of 
Azim Shaw were alarmed, afid either fled, or concealed thetjifefves 
in difguifes. ' Mahummud Ear Khan, the kelladar'Of the palace^ 
a cautious perfon, and ever looking into fptunty, though he knew 
moft of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azitti Shaw, 
yet was fo awed with the vizier’s gallantry, and the arrival of Shaw 
AMhtsii that he faw no fecurity for himfelf but in refigning his 
charge^ ' gave up the palace, in which were the 

treaftti^ of Iffittdfcffiah, colleffed ftom the reign of Akber to the 
'|>i^ent times. Thus was ShaW AHhta, by the aftivity and refo- 
hitlon of his fervant, made mailer of funds to fupport (if he chofe) 
all *e troops to be levied in the empire. The army « ^ow 
incre^d csne hundred thouland horfe, and Of every cail 

and fed ’ crowds- 'fo ^ the .-"ferial • where' they 

were received ^wlfli oheoumge^Wt ' aiM':''*^p!y paid. - ^ Mo- 







governor of the tortreis, wmcn^iie «4C|^ 

to Azeeoa Qofhawn, b^ng certiEed that Shaw^ 
proaching, did not chufe. to refift Jonger, but le 
Monauim Khan would come firft alone into the c 
xefign the commatiE. He accordingly) wit icnit 
entered over a narrovy plank, only paflable for 
which was placed over atd?ep'#tch ii’om a fma 
him. - As he hadmad^ a forced woh from Mutti 
he now lay down to take a few hours reft, til 
arrived. After this refreftiment, he fealed up th 
bis people at the different gates, and about midn. 
•Azeem Ooftiawn, who was encamped at thediftai 
whom he offered much friendly adduce for his cone 
who was jealous of his loyalty. When the new 
of the citadel of Agra reached Bedar Bukht a 
fpirit was broken, and the crimfon of his hope 
defpair. I was with him at the time, and p:en 
garded every thing as loft. He immedmt#ito« 
event to his father, who had not yet heard < 
at Muttra, as his we^ fervants,- fearful 
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laid on fovereigns^ fo that, if any one thought himfelf conducive 
to their fuccefs, it was, in them,^ vanity and folly. To me, from 
whom he kept not his inmoft thoughts, he would fay, Kings, 
“ through the Haze of fplendor,'Cannot feeanipartially ; therefcare, 
“ if any perfon prefumes upon fervices, and would Ihew that he 
“ thinks them an obligation on his matter, the jealous difpofition. 
“ of royalty cannot bear it, and rejedts the claim, as was clearly 
“ prbved in the proceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber, 
“ and ‘ Beyram Khan, his affuming minitter.” 

It is now neceflary to fay fomething of the four fons of Shaw 
Aulum, their dii^fitions and behaviour, both in public and pri- 
' ■ vate. ' ' ^ ' 

® Moiz ad Dien Jehaundaur Shaw, the eldeft, was a weak man, 
devoted to pleafure, who gave himfelf no trouble about ftate affairs, 
or to gain the attachment of any of the nobility, as will be feen 
when 1 come to relate his reign. 

Azeeha 0qlhawn, the fecond fon, was aftatefman of winning 
manners. Aulumgeer had always purfued the policy of encou- 
■ raging his grandfons, and employing them in public affairs ; for, 
as His fons were ambitious, of great power, and at the head of 
armies, he thus prudently controuled them, by oppofing to them 
enemies in their own families, as Bedar Bukht to Azim Shaw, and 
Azeem Qo&awn to Shaw Aulum.. To the latter he had given the 
advantageous govemmentiof sprovinces of Bengal, Bahar, 

and Oriffa, from whence lie.^hild ,nciw como a rich treafure, 

* Beyram Khan, on the death of Humaioon, became regent during the minori^' of 
Akber, who, at the age of feventeen, not chufing longer to be governed by a fubjedt, 
.ilifpiaced Wm. . - ■ ■ , ; 

f Anglic^ Refpeder ef tfee faith, 

and 
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and confiderable army j and though in the late ba^ttlp he had per- 
formed great fervice, yet he was fufpeded by his father, and 
dreaded as a rival : but to relate the caufes would be ufelefs pro- 
lixity. 

‘ RulFeh Oofliawn, the private companion and favourite of his 
father, was a prince of quick parts, a great proficient in religious 
learning, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at 
the fame time addi61:ed to pleafure, particularly fond of mufic, and 
the pomp of courtly ftiew. He paid no attention to public affairs, 
or even thofe of his own houftiold. 

* Khojefteh Akhter Jehaun Shaw had the greateft fhare of all the 
princes in the management of affairs, before his father’s acceflion 
to the throne ; after which, the whole adminift ration of the empire 
was long influenced by him. He had the clofeft friendfliip and 
connedlion with Monauim Khan, who, by his interefl, w^ ap- 
pointed vizier. 

When Shaw Aulum had repofed from the fatigues of war, he 
tookmeafures to reduce Kaum Bukfli, who had aflumed the imperial 
title§| i^' p^^n. It was not fuppofed that he could make much 
oppdfitjQi^jIbgt fip the |Opinions of the wife and underffanding 
.prejudged; ruin him in that 

country. • '‘V-v-’; / ' 

Monauim Khan now called together, by attention and confblihg 
behaviour, the unfortunate nobility of Azim Shaw, who h!^ 
efcaped from the late battle to different places. Zoolfeccar i^ljan 
had fled to liis father, ’ Affud Kh^, who Md the, charge ^ Axha 

» Anglic^ rpk*. - .“w. 

* Of happy ftar ; king of the wofH.. - - -44^;; 

* Anglice, Lion. , ■> 


Shaw’s 
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Shaw’s haggsg® Gualiar, Thfi 'vizier liad taken p^ns to con- 
vmce his matter, that the asftcient n^ tlie pillars of the 

ttate, and that the welfare. ^ the empire depended on their perfons, 
whofe anceftors had held high offices, and acquired influence and 
refpea with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ 
them. — ' ‘ ' 

: As the vizarut had been conferred on Monauim Khan, at his 
requeft, the moft dignified office of ' vakeel muttuiiuk was en- 
trofted to Mud Khan, and that of * raecr bukffii to his fon Zool- 
feccar Khan, with the title of Ameer .al Amra. The fecond 
bukhfhiftiip was conferred on Meerza ’ Shawnowaz Khan Suffawee. 
Monauim Khan, regardlefe of trifles, fubraitf^ to fit below Affud 
Khan in the divans, and to fliew him evciy refpe6t as his fuperior 
in office. The ^vemment of all Dekkan was„graiited fo the 
ameer ai amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who performed the duties by his 
deputy, Daood KhanPunnee, while he in perfon attended the court. 

Monauim Khan, lincerely loyal, generous in mind, and full of 
the. fervjce of bis matter, never preferred the gratification 
of his own paiions to the welfare of the ttate, or honour of the 
fovereign. He both advifed and afted what was for his glory. 
For example, moft of the ameers of Aulumgeer had accompanied 
Azim Shaw, and fought againft Shaw Aulum in the late contefts 
conttquently were liable in juftke to whatever eyils or puniftiments 
he chofe upon them-i.-h# Ji^ona^qro Kh*n tecame their 

general interceffij^i^, reprefen^^r^' to «ro|^or, that ^ they were 

* Anglic«, Univerfal agent. Tms'is ah . o&e fuperior to that of viaier. It is 
feldom filled up, but in Ume of great emergency ; but it was lately conferred on the 
infant Peilhwa, by his prefent majefty of Dhely, though it cannot be confidered now 
but as an empty honour. It feeras to have been no more to Affud Khan. • > ' 

* Chief paymafter. . " 

® Angfice, Favoured by the king. : * 

excufable. 
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exculable, having only obeyed an heir who fat iippa the throne, 
which, as affairs were circnmffanced at that time,' they coijld not 
avoid-; that, after they had become his friends, ’ eaten of his fait, 
and made new compacts and declarations in addition to their former 
vows of allegiance, they could not in honour abufe his confidence 
by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin- 
doftan was a ftate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons ; 

that, like the magnificent pavilion of * Soleymauri, many ftrong 

pillars and poweffitl ebrds were required to fiipport it, and keep it 
on a lafiing footing ; that the noble families, who from generation 
to generation had the benefit of experience, a knowledge of the 
cuftoms of the empire and rules of government, were alone fuited 
to high employments ; that moft of the prefent nobility had alfo 
» held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and 
knowledge. He faid, that, if they were not ftill entrufted with 
the polls of greateft confidence, there would not remain a poffibihty 
t)f fupporting the rules of the empire, or obtaining abfe tatefmefe 
or good generals. He advifed his majefty 4o reward affiply thofe 
pei-fons \Vho had Joined his ffandard from evfety quarter, and done 
goodfeivices, agreeable to their merits ; but without exalting them 
bO^d their abilities, obferving that many of them had only been 
dfepefidifts ■oh Ae princes and nobility, others again only lervants 
■to towijs.' Where'-then could they have 

acquired iudgffibfr&’^^Etics'fattd knowledge of government, ig- 
mt'Y of manner, or fortitude Ilippwt the power of command . 
He bbferved, that fuch accomplifliments were inherent to nobie- 
•bitth and hberal education, tiie natural confequence of fuch ad- 
Siich'was'the vizier, of whofe mafter (worthy,of him), ^ 








e^or him by ffieGenu. ' ShaW 
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Shaw Aulum was generous and merciM, of a great foul tem- 
pered with affability, difeerning of merit. He liad feen the ftridl 
cxercife of power during tihe reigns of his grandfather and father, 
and been ufed to authority himfelf for the laft; fifty years. Time 
received a new luftre from his acceffion, and all ranks of people 
obtained favours equal, if not fuperior, to their merits ; fo that the 
public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Auiumgeer, 
which became abforbed in the bounties of his fucceffor. Some 
narrow-hearted perfons, however, out of ingratitude and envy, 
attributed his general liberaEty to ill-placed extravagance and pro- 
fufion ; hut it is a faft, that the deferving of every profeflion, and 
woithy of all degrees, whether among the learned or tire eloquent, 
the noble or the ignoble, received an attention from the throne, 
which the eye of tim^ prior to this had never feen, nor had. fuch 
been heard of tefore by the ears of fame. His perfonal qualities 
and perfections, fpeech is unequal to relate. His valour was fuch, 
that he had refolved on meeting Azim Shaw, whofe bravery was 
celebrated, in Angle combat. His four fons, pofleffed of great 
power and confiderable force, he fuffered conftantly to be near his 
perfon, ; never ^ving himfelf a moment’s fulpicion regarding them, 
nor preventing tiheir forming connedions with the prime nobility j 
upon which fubjed I, the humbleft of his flaves, once ventured to 
prefent him a petition of a cautionary nature, thinking it ray duty, 
as I had often done fo to Auiumgeer. To what I repr^euted, he 
wrofe a wife and jreply, which, by jQod’^-psrmifliqn* I will 
one time or other relate. Ho permitted tho: fons of thofe princes, 
who had fallen in battle againft ;him^ tovdppear at all times com- 
pletely arrnedin his prefente. \ The infant ichlldren he let remain 
unmolefted with their mothers, while thofe arrived at manhood 
daily accompanied him in the chace, unguarded, and lhared in all 
his diverfions. His court was magnificent to a degree beyond that 
of Shaw Jehaun. Seventeen princes, his fons, grandfohs, and 
. - .6 • nephews, 


nephews, fat generally round his throne, in the manner following : 
—On his right hand, Jehaimdaur Shaw, his eldeft fon, with his 
three fons, his third fon RufFeh Oofiiawn with his three Ions, and 
Bedar Dll, fon to his nephew Bedar Bukht. On his left, Mahum- 
mud Azeem Oofliawn with his two fons, and Jehaun Shaw with 
his fon. 'All Tibbar, the only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fat 
on the right hand of Azeem Oofliawn, and a little to the right, 
fomewhat advanced, the two tons of Mahummud Kaum Bukfli. 
Behind the -royal princes, on the right, flood the fons of conquered 
fovereigns, as of Secunder Adil Shaw of Beejapore, and Koottub 
Shaw, king of Golconda j alfo a vail: crowd of the nobility, from 
the rank of feven to three thoufand, fuch as were allowed to be on 
the platform between the filver rails. How can I mention every 
particular of the fplendid fcene ? On the “eeds, and other feftivais, 
his majefty, with his own hands, gave the betel and perfumes to 
all in his prefence, according to their ranks. His gifts ^ jewbls, 
drefib, and other favours, were truly royal. Whe^ igtfinyste, he 
dreifed plain and humbly, like a reli^qus, and daily, without fail, 
prayed with many in company. Frequently on holidays and Fri- 
days, when travelling, he would read the prayers himfelf, in the 

’ An^il^'-'Ofhifeh defceiit. , 

» The have two grand eeds. or ' liolidays, one at the conclufion of 

■ the ramzaun, and the oth# tjh' the mnivti^ky of the d4y on which Abraham confented 
to {acrifice his fon. On thefe days, tents ate pitched about a mile diftant from the 
city, to which the emperor goes in great ftate to pray, and on his return receive 
prefents from his ameers, on whom he confers honorary dreifes according. to rank. 
The fame ceremony is obferved in every town, by the governor. At the laft M^, 
'.Sfc^er 'prayers, a cathel rs facrlhced, and afmall part of itdrelled, and teaten on the^tOt 
by the ewperor and- his attfndapts, The jpayadcades which I chanced, to 
each of tbefe.days, at Luenow and Banaris, were very brniiaftt,,, and feye^Ltp '^Sran 
idea of the aftpniQ»in| fplendor which muft have graced fhefe in the J^r^ng times 
of the eropith: probahleMr. -the proceffion 

at Luenow, thdKa fetch of it. 
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™„a tent of audience, and repeat portions of tire Koraun with n 
Le and fweetnefs which captivated the moll eloquent Arab.ans. 
He never miffed the devotions of the latter part of the ^ 

feqneldy employed the whole in prayer. In the early part of the 

evlng, he tad generaUy an affemhly of the ^ 

men. He himfelf related ' traditions in the number °f J 'ch he 

excelled, as wellas in a knowledge of the holy laws. He li^d 
plored the different opinions of all feas, read the works of a 
free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefes of each. 

On totroU. fome over-ftria devotees accufed him of hetero- 
doxy in his religious opinions, through mere envy of hrs fuperror 
abilities. Iheard moll of his tenets, and lamented the mlolence 
cf His vain critics f for it was as clear as the fun, how jnll and 
orthodox he was in his opinions on religious points. But how can 
I enumerate all his perfeaions 1 It would fill volumes to recite but 
a fmall part; therefore I lhaU defift, and now relate, as briefly as 
poffible, the expedition of his majefty to Defckan. againft the 
death-devoted Kaiim Buklli. 

" It has Bei. already mentioned that the late emperor, a few days 
liefore his death, 'difpatched Kaum Euklh to Beejapore. This 
prince was of an excellent memory, learned, and a pleafmg writer, 
.pofleffedof all outward accomplifliments in a high degree; but 
there was in his mind afiightinefs that approached near to infanity. 
He feldom remained a month in his father s prefence, but, foi fom^e 
miflbehaviour, he was' reproved, d^faded, or confined ; and fome 
z&s were done by';hira,;:fe men^n ^if^Kich would be unworthy of 
me. When he arrived df Be|apo!!% he immediately proclaimed 
himfelf in the "khootba, and ftruck coins in his own name. What 

follies 


* Anecdotes and maxims of the prophet, 

^ The khootba is a form of prayer^ in which the fouls of al! departed patriarchs and 
prophets are fiift prayed for, beginning with Adam, and ending with Mahummud, 
The fouls of the reigning family's anceftors arc then recommended to mercy^ and the 

whole 
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follies was he not guilty of, from the madnefs of his mind, and 
the confidence he put in lying vifionaiies ! Thefe wretches had 
hailed each of the princes with a prophecy of fucceffion ^ 
throne, fwearing they had converfations in their reyenes with God, 
his prophet, and the pious faints,' who had promifed their affilt- 
ance, fo that human force was unnecefiary. They allured Kaum 
Bukfh, that he need not levy any troops for his fupport; for, 
though an enemy Ihould march againft him with all the myriads 
of ‘ Toor and SuHum, they would not dare to face his fight, muc 
lefs engage in battle. Flattered by this, and impelledUy madnefs, 
the weak youth regarded himfelf as emperor, and invincible in his 
fingle perfon 5 to prove which, he. would often relate, in a raying 
manner, ftrange prognoftics and divine greetings Ihewn tohimfelt. 
His prophets having told him, that his eldeft fon would alfo one 
time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child, 
and frequently meditated to put him to death, but was withheld 
from that crime by the dread he had of Aulumgeer : however, he 
Lpt him conftantly in confinement; miferably clothed, and woife 
fed than the fon of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death. 
From the fame caufc, on ill-placed fufpicions, he infiiaed tortmes 
and uncommon punifliments on the ladies of his haram, putting 
many of them privately to death. To his fervants, compamom 
and confidants, he often behaved with outrageous cruelty, doing 
■ fuch ads to them as before eye never faw, nor ear had heaid. 

Notwlthftanding thefe blots in his charate, as he was a fon of 
Anlnmffeer and that part of the empire had been given to him, 
firft moft of the chiefs of Dekkan, whether Muffulmauns or Hm- 

cwWes with a 

wdf.i. t.fhi.f.tjeas. Itisteade.e.,Fr..b,.» the».™a jM«, o<S 

of all towns; and’on!the ee* or grand.Mw^Is, ■ _ - ;; 

■ » Two great hofH-wentjg|ie4|n, aw Koraui?.^^^^ 
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does, crowded to his ftandard, and the Ifnperlal officers, as Syef 
Khan, Roollura Dil Khan, and others of all ranks, joined in ac- 
knowledging him emperor. Leaving his fofter-brother, Meer 
Mniiung, a debauched youth of neither birth or merit, at Beejapore 
as governor, he marched himfelf to Hyderabad, then commanded 
by Rooftum Dil Khan, who had fucceeded his father, ‘ Jan-fippar 
Khan, by Auiumgeer’s orders, in that government. In this pro- 
vince he reduced fome powerful zemindars to his obedience, and 
difpkced others. 

* Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadar Firofe Jung, who had acquired 

a moft powerful influence in Dekkan, was chief of the Tooranee 
moguls, and kept on foot a great army, had withdrawn himielf 
from Azim Shaw. He was alfo much in dread of Shaw Aulum s 
!refentment, he having advifed that prince’s being confined, when 
Aulumgeer was before Golconda. The late emperor had ftre- 
nuoufly endeavoured to attach the Tooranees to Kaum Bukfh, and 
for this, purpofe had appointed for that prince’s preceptor, Syed 
Oughlan Seyadut Khan, the agent at court, and bofom confidant 
©f Khan, venerated alfo by all the Toranees of 

every rank. charged them with the proteftion of his 

perfon ; but fucb was thb temper of the unhappy prince, that at a 
time like this, when he claimed the throne, and, favourably for 
his caufc, Ghazee ad Dien Khan dreaded Shaw Aulum, he could' 
not make him his friend : on the contrary, he did many a€ts to 
difpl^fe him, and excite hb alarms^ This chief Was an able ftatef- 
man of long experiejibe, wfib, lhou]^;>blind of fight, could dearly 
perceive the mind bf f therefore, Whtover wifiies he might 
have to enjoy the honour of making an emperor, yet be foon faw 
the follies of Kaum ButeOb, and declined his caufe, as ruinous and 

* Anglice, Life-refignliig. 

. * Anglic fey Champioa of the feith I valLial fortunate in 

8 . • loitft. 



; he was a Ion ot Auiumgcw , « 

'■ ^TU teWiour of Gha.e. ad Dien Kh» alfo de- 
Infideration. 'Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jode- 
it Sing, of Aieer, did not fliew that obedience and 

dll throne which had been obfersed by 
ated rebellion. All tliefc circumftances made his majefty 
" Marching to Dekkan. The - khan khanan opened a 
lence with Ghazee ad Dien Khan, to wh^ 

f"Un”Hs majelly would forged ^|aft, and 
I hto in his Ume. to bend his head in f ^ 

L bufinefs to a life of d.o^m Ihs o^ly ^C^en 

Khan, had long ia command 

Khan, whom %eJjad appcaated P ^ .1 

o“s. had feparama from “Xl dt; fiw 

rheTooran chiefs “s houfliold ^fo. when «i 1^ 
mes on the decline, had left Ins fervice. All thele 

^,o aasd fo capital a past in thfr cwipeto- 

m«ant by'tto 

iJiMullack- 


' "• 'Sbnof 

■t(o»»V AiJlui»g;c®r: 

» I.pr4;pjf.,l^osd^^ 

Shaw Aufum. ' ■ ■ , , !!»„««« 

^ Aidglice, S#9rdr<l»#i«g M'" 

* AngUce, Aflifting* ■" 





le promifes of the minifter, and thank- 
of Ahmedabad Guzarat. He accord- 
and left Dekkan without trouble, but 
,ng to the court. He had not been in 
lofs of fight, which that generous and 
rard to his former fervices, and from 


inacie mm ginu v, 
fully accept the fo 
ingly crofted the N' 
his fears prevented 
that of Aulumgeer 
forgiving prince, c 
motives of policy, 

Shaw Aulum began his march to 
to that of any of the former emperors 
nnfeen, having in his train all' the princes 
of nobility of every rank. The prudent u 
took fuch meafures for the fupplies 
Aulumgeer’s by an hundred thoufand 
no trouble or difhculty, though only 
when the revenues of the provinces had not yet 

refpea for the throne been properly impreiied 

When his majefty had arrived at Aurungahad, before would 
advance towards Hyderabad, where the frytk Kaum Bu^ then 
was, h^'wrote him feyeral kind letters and friendly admonitions, to 

this effedt : “ Out ever^tmoured father refigned to you only 

“ Beejapore j but we give you, in addition, Hyderabad. Thefe 
« extenfive countries, long famous for their great kings, pro- 
« dudng a revenue more than half of Hindoftan, we leave to you, 

“ without interfermce or reluctance, and Ml efteern you deaier 

« than our own tMdrpi,,,TSnk wt, nor 

- confent to ftied the hlodd'of the fuithful, Aor difturb the repofe 
‘‘ of our government, ifyou give the ear of acceptance to this 
« advice we will faither confer upon you the nizamut of Dekkan, 


Dekkan with an army iiipenor 

and a fplendor till now 
and a great concourfe 
and able Monauim K.han 
of this mighty force, exceeding 
men, that the emperor had 
m the beginning of his reign, 
been received, nor 
m different quarters. 


There 
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There was no .treachery or deed 
Shaw Aulimi always Ihewed tendem( 
his condua to his brothers. Kaum 
as a child, bent on error, 
brother, 

Rooftum 

of no family or note, on 
with about twenty 
biit, difgufted at his be 

him.^ 

letters, affuring them of 
that all, even to Meer M 
refolved to come over, an 
fufoeaing their intentions, put to deatn i 

Khm. and Meer Mullang. and plundered 
pofleffed. on the fame day, and m t re ai 

'this iro officer of confequence with hm 
HyL-abad, the unfortunate Kaum 

^ t .nrtmoftofthe zemindars of DekScanieu 

crowds, and moit oi . • t r^,. arrears, and 
while the remainder mntmied for at rears, 

I nlunder his effeasJ Wdl it be beheved. hal 
to pluiKlei ms e* } He even quitte 

torefrft, v Oory ? « ^ ^ 

city walls -’i figltt of the i 

;t"e!!:lruMVroW 

Ld perhaps felf-deceived. devotees. . 

Shaw'aulum, from 


and ottos 

thoufand horfe and foot were 

his behaviour, meditated °PP°'‘"“ ’ 

lhan. with his ufual prudence, had fent tliem 

,em of the empevofs ^ toj' tad 

r-„. Tv/r.mtatna- K^nim Bukfh’s fofter-brothei , had 

n; but the prince, 
im DilKhan, Syef 
families of all they 
:ce. : He::had:'S^^^ 


____ 



The captive prince was conveyed immediately to the Imperial 
tents, and being laid upon a bed in the ' tufhbeh khaneh, near the 
private apartments, was vifited by his brother, the emperor, who 
endeavoth^sli fe comfort him, by*every expreffion of affedionate 
concern. Tfe and fur|eons alfo hut he would 

not allow Ms wounds tp he dsrejBM, thou|^ earneftly entreated by 
his majefty and his fonts. He fpoke but little j but when the prince 
Ruffeh Oofiiawn tenderly alked, why he had refufed olFers of 


An oratoiy, where prayers are 


favour; 




attack i but Kaum Biikfli interpreted the inaflivity of the Imperial 
army into fear, from ftis belief that the prophecies in his favour 
were now on the point of accompliflunent j for he had been afibred 
by vifionaries, that, though alone, mighty hofts would never pre- 
vail againft him. Accordingly, though deferted by alraoft all his 
followers, he yet obftinately refufed to pay allegiance to his brother. 
At length the ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who had a keen 
enmity againft the milgukied prince, and willied to ftiew his zeal 
A. H. 11 20. for his new patron, refolved to'feize him. He accordingly obtained 
A.CM708. ^ marchi under the pretence of reconnoitring the enemy, 

and moved towards Mm with his own followers, a divifion from 
the troops of Monauira Khan, and a body of Mharattas under the 
chief Necma Sindia. The unfortunate prince prepared to with- 
ftand fuch fuperior force 5 but, being charged at once on all fides, 
was inftantly deferted by all his followers, except a few perfonal 
attendants. Notwithftanding this, he continued, as long' as he 
had ftrength, to ufe his bow and arrows from his elephant, till at 
length he funk down on his feat, through lofs of blood from feveral 
wounds. He was then taken prifoner by Daood Khan, and carried 
to ft* prince Jehaun Shaw, who, with liis brothers, hadftood at 
fome diftiance during this extraordinary Ikirmilh . 
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iavour, he replied. “ His majefty was very S™® ' 

<■ could I fubmit to meet him in any othei way tl , • 

Upon Jehaun Shaw's repeating the queftion, he eiictomed, I ha e 
- done wroiK^ I do not you follow my example!” One of the 
minces alking°him if he had more than a thoufand followers when 

ilen h? Ingrily anfwered. - No i but had there been le s than 

.. five hundred. I could with equal eafe have brought myfclf heie. 

H hen turned to the emperor, and faid. « There are. m a cate 
.. upon my elephant, feme i^els of 

•« which I beg your majefty's acceptance. After this ne gi 
flint and lanmiihed in filence. without uttering a fmgle gioan, 
"at Slit, when he ref.gned his foul to the Creator of life. 

We are from God, and to God we muft return. 

When Shaw Aulum had thus raccefsfully “"dude^ 

VI in-tc Ki-nther he did not chufe to remain longei m Dekkan, 
r nP-h the affairs of that country required much arrangement, to 
rfmf it“Sendance on te empire. Perhaps he dreaded 
mfuie Its tutm i reduaion of Beejapore, Hy- 

te IShe tatog orSamSh, remained to finiih feme objeas 
whkh then appeared eafily attainable, but afterwards extended in 
chain,'Lt he could not qmt 

his Ufe He had often lamented this neceflity. and ‘he lelaxation 

■ whkh his abfence occafioned in the government of ‘ 

Tnfi would frequendy-faytohls f 

.,f„hjeas have impoia upon me ^ 

eiiioY commands and iionoiirs, , m^rth 

/. 1 ' cincxT Aninm in the height of the rams, began ms march 

fubjea. Shaw Aulu . , , of Dekkan, Daood 

from Hyderabad, couL^, and a nobleman of great 

Khan Pnnnee. “ the Nerljudda. it was intended 

ro1mplo;”n; the powerk of g«|umenf to fettfe,. in a^proper 
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manner, the Rajapoote countries, which had been difaffedled ever 
fmce the acceffion of Aulumgeer; who, though offended at the 
behaviour of the rajas Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri- 
tories he had appointed Imperial governors, yet was not able, from 
the wars in Dekkan, to punifh them effedlually. 1 hey had indeed 
vifited Shaw Aulum, but had left his camp without permiffion, and 
now openly fliewed their defigns to ftruggle for independence, in 
clofe alliance with each other j to bind which, JeySing had elpoufed 
the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At fhis crifis, intelligence arrived that 
the ' Siks had rifen in rebellion. This fed of infidels, known alfo 
by the names of Nannukkea and Gooroh, had long been eftabliflied 
in the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. Of his de- 
feendants was the prefent chief, to whom had flocked great crowds 
of all ranks, refigning to his difpofal, with blind fidelity, their lives 
and properties. Thus fupported, he excited fedition, and took 
arms to extend his errors, and overturn the bafis of the true faith. 
He engaged Vizier Khan, the fojedaur of " Sirhind, who was killecl 
in the adion, with numbers of his followers j after which the 
gooroh pbfleflal himfelf of the town of Sirhind, and naany diftrids 
of Doaub, as far as ' Boreab, Saarunpore, and Shawdourah, on 
both banks of the river Jiammah, where he committed unlimited 
excefles, razing all public edifices, as mofqucs, colleges, maidb- 
leums, and palaces, killing or taking prifoners the faithful of every 
ag? and fex, and plundering with the moft cruel feverity. The' 
oppreflions of thefe wretches were every day increafing, and there 
was no nobleman daring enough tO;.ma.mh fm againft them. 

Afoph ad Dowkh 4^^ that capital, fliewing 

* They now poflefs the provinces of Lahore, Multan, and part of Dhely, plunder- 
ing as hr foiith annually as Rohilcund. ' 

® A confiderable town, about fifty cofs N. of Dhely. 

* Thefe dlftricis are now held by Zabtah Khan, a Rohilla chief, who however pays 
a tribute to the Siks, and it is faid has 'entered into their fedt. 

'I ■ , ' great 
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great figns of fear, the inbabitants were alarmed, and be^n to | 
with their families and effeas. towards the eaftem 
(belter from the impending ftorm. .jj j 

the emperor, in the higheft colours. Ins majefty ^ 

march in pnion againfi: the infurgents : for this reaion, he cfol Cc 
for tit prefcnt to lay afide the defign of totally expeUmg the raja- 
llerand to contm their allegiance. ^7 -hm^at ‘ncm ^ 
fences, till a mofe convenient opportunity of J 

aemindam had, -for generations, been ufed to 

in faa, either fortitude or ability to oppofe openly the empjor ot 
HiXftan whofe appearance againft them in arms would have 
“iem to curb heir iufolence ■. but the khanhhanan. ^arme 
the infurreaion of the Siks, did not properly reftiet o.i that 
circumftance. and defended “ "-ew the rjpooms ^ 

were inconfifent with good weh other 

■ “own Among the remarkable occurrences ot the expedition 

! n Utn was the decline of Jehaun Shaw’s influence with his 

into Dekkan, was tne atcmic wx j . „.nnm rill now 

, 1 1-l.f. rife of that of Azeem Oofhawn, ot whom tiii now 

tather, and th' r i* ■ ■ o 'TIip nrince Tehaun Shaw 

-TCr - -S—ipi ^1 » *“;■ ■“ 

3Si ™., -1. .I- 

and difpleafed the khankhanan, who. for his own latety, «a 




an 
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an opportunity to deftroy his influence in public afRrirs : a^talk of 
no great difficulty, to one well acquainted with the dilpofition oi 
Shaw Aufum, almoft equally warm with his fon, who had more 
than once difpleafed him by his behaviour, fo that he had exprclfed 
to him his diffatisfaftion. The prince, upon this, thought to 
prove his difintereftednefs and independence, by negledling to fre- 
quent the durbar, and engage in bufinefs as ufual. Azeem Ooftiawn, 
who had reaped experience in office, and was well verfcd in the 
intrigues of a court, perceiving coolnefs taking place between Je- 
haun Shaw and the khankhanan, paid fo much flattering attention 
to the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave 
flill more offence to Jehaun Shaw, who had too much pride to 
expoftulate, but negleded the minifler in return. He foon after 
“fell fick;^ and his indifpofition continuing a long time, gave Azeeni 
Oofliawn ample opportunity of acquiring influence over Shaw 
Aulum, and the favourites whom his majefty trufted with the 
fulleft confidence; while he continued to be pleafed with them, but, 
on the fmallefi: difguft, or in their flioitefi: abfence, he forgot them 
altogether. 

Azeem Oofhawn having thus gained the credit he aimed at with 
his father and the minifter, employed it in foftening the rigour of 
government againft thofe who laboured under its dilpleafure j 
thinking that, thus obliged by his mediation, they would readily 
return his favours, by embracing his caufe, whenever the death of 
Ills father fhould give him a claim to the empire. It was from this 
hope, that he advifed indulgence to the refractory rajas, and con- 
defeended to repair to tlieir ckttip, and conduCt them from tlience 
to his father, permitting them to be accompanied by all their troops 
armed. Such unufual indulgence was far from anfwering the end 
expected by the prince, who fhould have feen, that it could only 
tend to difplay publickly the fears of government, and confequently 

muff 
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muft reflea: diflionour on its advifer, and render him weak in the 
eyes even of thofe to whom fuch uncommon honours were allowed. 

In fliort, the two rajas, attended by all their followers, to 
rcfpefts to his majefty on the line of march, were gran ec wi i 
afl'ent to whatever their infolence demanded, and diimifled to then 
homes with rich prefents and aflurances of favour. 

When this affair was finiflied, the emperor marched without 
delay towards Lahore, not even flopping to make an entiance 
at igm or Dhely. In a fhort time he arrived at Stod wh^ch 
the i-ebels deferted on his approach, and retired ’ ^ 

original refidcnce of to goorroh or chief, where they foitified 
themfelves as ftrongly as poflible. Though this infurreto was 
not of fuch importance as to diflurb the general lepo t o ^ 
empire, vet his majefty. defender of the faith, hearing that the mahee 
of the rebels was direfted at religion, thought it his duty to go ^5®“ 
them in perfom in this, “PP-'S example of Aulumg«r, «^ 
in the latter part of his reign, appeared at f 

belonging to unbelievers > otherwife, what ability had a wietc 
and infatuated rabble to dare the prefence of fuch a g 

monarch ? The exertions of one of ™ extinffion of 

events, of the princes, would have been equal 

the rebellion, and explofion of the fchifra. 

The imperial army foon arrived within fight of the goon-oli s 
camp lid, lay found the walls of Daber on different heights, 
commanding the paflhs to.that fortrefs fituated on a lummi^ 
rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep pa t . ■ ^ 

Ind refolved to lie inaaive before the enemy for fome tim , 

to render them conSdent. and tempt them to an 

* At tbe entrance w* Thibet. 

^ ^ ensasenieiit j 
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engagement ; on which account he iffued pofitive oixicrs to the 
princes and all the ameers, not to advance nearer the goorrolr’s 
lines on any pretence, however favourable. Some days [)aficd in 
inaftivity, when at length the khankhanan entreated perrnihion of 
his majiy to advance, with his owa followers, to reconnoitre the 
enemy’s polition ; which was granted, on condition that he ihotild 
not commence an attack without further orders from the prefen cc. 
However, when he had arrived within Ihot of their lines, the 
enemy, began a warm cannonade from their works, while bodies of 
their infantry on the heights galled him with rockets, raulquetry, 
and arrows. His foldiers, enraged, were not now to be reftrained j 
and the khankhanan, mprejealousof his military fame than fearful 
of the emperor’s difpleaforQ, ventured for once to difubey, by giving 
diredlions to attack. difopunted from his horfc, and led his 
brave troops on, /opt up thp moft difficult heights, driving the 
rebels from them with the greateft rapidity and fuccefs. This 
feene paffing within fight of the royal camp, the chiefs and foldiers, 
emulous of glory, waited not for orders, but haftened to join the 
^t|ack, in great numbers j while the emperor and the four princes 
th|, fighl frpni the fquares of their encampments, with a 
mixture of ... anger and faJagfa^ion. At laft the enemy wci'c chiven 
from all their works, to*the, narrow fiimmit round the fort of 
Daber, where they continued to defend themfdves in a ciefperatc 
manner, but without even tlie hope of efcape from generaF 
flaughtery yyhen night coming on, rendered friends and foes undif- 
tinguifhable tp e^ch.other^ . Thg khankhanan, iurc of having tlie 
goorroh in his po^ey, gpvf o|(ier,s.|oEM^Ai;Qpps to ceafe the attack, 
and lie upon their arms; till the morning 

flrould enable him to finifh it .with fuccefs. He had, however, 
unluckily negkaed to block up a narrow path leading from the 
fort to the hills, either becaufe he had not perceived it, or w'as 
iat^sdsd that it could not lead but to where the Inipenal troops were 
V. ' ^ ported. 
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poftal. The goorroh. a man of great art, generally appeared in 
kc drefs and fplendor of a prince, when he wiflied to > 

but. if occafion retinired privacy, he difguifed h.mfelf m the habit 
of ’a jovie or fynke. in fuch a manner, that few, even among 
hi ownlicople, could know him. During the night he, without 
acquainthig his followers of his intentions, changed his habit, and 
lef the fort iindifcovcred. The khankhanp, ab™t dawn, re- 
nted the attack, and gained *e place, after a lhort ftruggle 
fword in hand, exulting- in the certainty of carrying the goou oh 
dead or alive to the emperor, whofe difpleafure at Ins difobedience 
of orders would by this fervice be changed to approbation : but 
l^an relate his weight of grief and difappoinment, at finding 
that his promifcd prize had efcaped, without leaving a trace behind 
hink The voonoh's fpeed of foot was uncommon and he only 
irinainted ^Ith the p.lths and mazes through the hUIs that led to 
thi fnowy mountains, which he had marked T-! 

khankhanan loft for an inftant alnioft the ufe of hts fecu ties, 
whkh were abforbed in dread of the emperofs anger, not without 
reafon As he was, agreeable to cuftom after an important vic- 
kr^beadk the mml of triumph in his way to the it^al tents. 

orders arrived, commanding him to flop W owl 

pnter the nrefence. He retired, drowned m defpair, to his own 

tents 1 wLe he had the cruel frlk 

-,n(i-nt from meffengers, that his enemies exalted in tus lull fiom 

f lorn an7orenly condemned his conduoT with malicious zeal in 

the prrfence If his majefty, who was highly enraged agamft him. 

But though this did not continue long, and Shaw ^ 

ing his former fervices. received him again into t 

dak yet this noble and faithful minifter never recoveied from th 
cifta/of the royal ingratitude. Tliis grief, added to the. pain 
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felt :at feeing three of the princes and the affieer al amra nfing all 
aits to complete his ruin, iluck like a poifoncd arrow in his breaft.^ 
He loll- all fatisfadrion from worldly enjoyments, the emptincis of 
which he now fo fully experienced, and from the day of his difgiacc 
declined in his health j fo that not long after he was reduced to 
keep his bed, where he lingered a few days, and then refigned his^ 
foul to the angel of death ; who never, in the uncounted ages of 
his office, feized on afoul more pure, orlcfs defiled with the fiail- 
ties of human nature. 

While Shaw Aulum, juft as a fovereign, and liberal as a man, 
reigned over the empire with a gentle hand, in perfect repofe, Pro- 
vidence was preparing nevy revolutions, and Time haftening to 
difclofe events of dreadful importance. The blofibms numeroully 
fhooting un(kr the influence of the Imperial fprffig, were deftined 
to be blaffed by the fforms of autumn, and only one unkindly fruit 
to remain on the royal tree. A deadly vapour, poifonous as the 
piercing venom of the fnake, all at once infedfed the head and heart 
of Shaw Aulum with pains, violent as from the heavy ffroke of 
tb^fe«aeft,w€s^ni So inftantaneous was the fatal effeiff, that it 
gave flail to Imagine it proceeded from poifon. Pie was ail 

at once feized with faintings, which continued without intermifiion, 
z. till, on the 21ft: of Mohirrim, 1124,' being Monday night, he dc- 
ferted this vain world for that of eternity. He had been, from the 
firft iaftMit of his illnefs, given over, and the princes and ladies of 
the harani mi^e continual <and k)nd lamentations round his bed. 
It happened eme^day, tbafi Moiz ad Dien and 

Azeem Oofhawn were fitting near ft, the latter, perceiving under 
a corner of the pillow a dagger of very exquifite workmanfhip, 
took it up to admire the Jewels with which it was adorned, and the 
water of the blade. Upon his drawing it from the fcabbard, Moiz 
ad Dim, jealous of his brother, was feized with a panic. He 
' ' Halted 
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liarted up, and retired, with fitch precipitation, that he ftruck the 
turban from his head againft the door of the tent, forgot his flip- 
pers at the entrance, and fell down over the ropes. Being affifted 
to rife and adjuft his drefs by his fervants, who were aftonifhed at 
his ftrange adlions and appearance, he rode off. to his tents with 
all the fpeed and hurry poffible. This occafioned much alarm in 
the camp, and I, among many others, haftened towards the ’dur- 
bar. I met the prince, with his attendants, puftiing on his elephant 
with frantic haftes upon obferving which, I endeavoured to pafs 
unobferved j but he knew me, and fcnt a meffenger to call me to 
him. As I had previoufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofliawn, I 
did not obey the mandate, but paffed on to the emperor’s tents, 
where I fat down in the guard-room of ^Mahabut Khan, third 
bukflii, which was clofe to that of the ameer al amra, who did 
duty there in perfon. . He fent for me, and I found with him 
Mirza Shaw-nowaz Khan Suffawee. I had before interefted my- 
felf, at the defire of both, in bringing about a conneaion Between 
Azeem Oofliawn and the ameer al amraj for which purpoft I had 
emoloved Shekh ’ Coodderut OoUa as a meffenger, and fometimes 
my mandfon, ^ Einaiut Oolla. The ameer al amra now delired 
me to fend the latter to Azeem Oofliawn, to alk him how he could 
£etvthmm the prefent occafion. I fent him, but he returned 
with a reply^ tonid and flight, as if from a nobleman of high rank 
• to the commanldef of an hundred.; R was written in Shekh Coo- 
derut Oolla’s (confidant to the prince) own hand, as follows : “ As 
« the Imperial fervants can know no place of fupport but this 
« court, and moft have already repaired to it, the ameer al amra 
may alfo psy alfurance of a gracious recepfion, 
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« ill the prefence.” When the atiieer al arara read this, he feed 
tears aL faid to me, with mnch emotion, “ Yon lee the manmm 

- of the prince and hk adv-rfers! Whatever is the will of God, 

.. Lft take place. 'Alas ! the enxirs of a favourite unacquinn ed 
“ vfith government, often endanger the veiy cxilltnce of m 
.. n.a#w :~When fortune frowns bn any one. he is tee to do 
“ ttiimhi*!! he Ihould not.” After faying this, he immediately 
the guard-room, collefled his followers, and moved^ lus 
intsand efeas to the quartet of the prince Moiz ad Dien, where 
he thought his fervices more likelj to anfweii his own inteieft. 

' The camp wss fodifpofed, that the tents of the emperor were 
pitched afeng one hank of the rker, and on the other oppfite, 

Qf ^ a confideraBk diittiicc 

the ‘ citik The feme other princes were encamped neamt to 
it, but Moiz ad Dien almoft dofe to fee walls, at^l fee greateft 
part of his train occupied fee houfts of the neareft ftreets. The 
influence, riches and power of Azeem Oofeawn, had long raifed 
to the enmity and jealoufy of his brethren, who nad, for 
formed a compad to fupport each other, 
TW'a«te#<«ismfefe»d forinerliy beendi% at Azeem Oofeawn, 
feriweferrirtgtohisnfelf, the Ifeankhanan and Mahabut Khan j from 
Which time lie had courts alternately Ruifeh Oofeawn and Jehaun 
Shaw, On feis occafion, he fwore to affift the three broths in 

of Azeem Oofeawn, to ah equal 

divtoni of. fee- empketo’ royal mfores .among feem'. 


. I'ti- 


Azeem GofeaTOi^-.al*^>lti ^polfeffion-'af;'fee Imperial camp, 
treafury and jewels, had alfo a vaft treafure of his own. Mod: of 
the principal noblemen had joined him, with their followers j alfo 


Lahore, fitoatcd on the rim Rawee, about 200 miles N. of 


the 




the royal artillery. He had, befides, a veiy confiderable army iii 
his own pay j fo that his brothers, though all leagued againft him, 
would have formed but a weak enemy, if he had immediately at- 
tacked them. Blithe adted otherwife : he encamped on the plain, 
keeping the river to his rear, and began to throw up works to 
defend himfelf, inftead of courting a general adion. Probably 
this proceeded from tenSemefi to his brothers, who he thought 
Would in a few days be deferted by their troops, for want of pay, 
as .they polfeied little of no money and that th^y would either 
WHlitiglf aeknowledge him emperor, to obtain fettlements, or be 
delivered into his hands by fome of their pretended friends, to gain 
Ms favour. 


While he thus flattered himfelf with an eafy conqueft, the three 
brothers, by the advice of the ameer al amra, drew all the artilief/ 
from tlte fort of Lahore, and encamped their united forces in dae 
Ime, making the city their defence to the rear. I 
encamped near Mahabut Khan, who imittediatel//'* dn teafning that 
the ameer al amra had attached himfelf to Moiz^ ad Dieh, fearing to 
be plundered by his troops, loft no time in moving off with his 
family and effe^s to Azeem Oofhawn, leaving his tents and teni- 
potaff ftanding. No fooner was he gone,, than the 

rabble 'of ’his xamp, ^Whicli they fet 'oh fire, and 

'levelled in an inftant' With the gfound. As, on 'many accounts, I 
had refolved to embrace the fortunes of Azeem Oofhawn, I would 
have gone with him; but the camp being a ftanding one, I had 
neglefted my tents, parted with my carriages, and eredted temjiq- 
rftfy feeds for toy family, fo that I was obliged to reih^ii 7 in ^ 
^aTMhg4tu^ffi0n,'%lwoft aldne, fer four days, 'i'wilhed 
hi^ td'^ihy ’i-'lto the foad#' if KdrordflgE 

the allied armies, where it was probable they m'lght be infulted or 
plundered. asaftrong 

■■ K 2- > ’ ‘ efcort 
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aiicl the three 

hmthep W^^r]ss on every fide, his, 

operations became ^^|4|;ih^eable:^ib,.;^ft^)C^p^ the nobility and 
officers, of experience. .It appearecj to the public, that the fuperior 
force dreaded the inferior j and that thofewho ought to be tl^ 

■ rv.t . * Anglics, Ejjdowd with judgaieiit. 

^ ■ ... Iw&geit^ 


efcort came from the prince Azeem Oofliawn to conduct to hint 
Shaw-nowaz Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and ibme other 
noblemen, who waited for tliis fecurity to join him. With them I 
reached his camp in fafety, where I happily got pofleflion of a 
fquarc walled about, but without any covering or lliade : yet even 
tins was as a palace at the time, as it ferved to protedl my women 
and fan^ily. I now paid my refpefts to the prince, who received 
me gracioufly, conferred upon me many favours, and confulted me 
on all important occafions. Pecuniary rewards, and titles far 
above ray ambition, were sdlotted for me, and getting ready to 
pafs the feals : at the fame time, orders were difpatched to fummon 
my fon, * Hoftie-dar Khan, to the prefence, from which he had 
been detached fome time before on adlual fervice, witli a feleff 
force; .and, to pay him, a large fura of money was fent tome. 
I refufed it, hovyever, as I had not people to fccure its fafety j and 
requefted alfo, that the rank of five thoufand, and title of Azim. 
Khan, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed, till 
the prince fhould become victorious over his enemies, as J had 
madeji vow not to receive them till he fliould fit unrivalled on the 
In fad, I perceived in his weak politics, and 
d^lipe of his caufe; and faw the burning 
bi|ts ortummer haiening. tp deftroy the feafon of fpring, as the 
exprienced hufbandman can judge of his harvefts from the changes 
of the atmolphere. 
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befiegers, were now the befieged. Such was the efFe£l, for Azeem 
Oofhawn’s army grew difpirited daily, while the enemy’s gained 
ardor every hour, at finding that profpedt of fuccefs, of which in 
the beginning they had almoft defpaired. Our foldiers at the. 
works, tired wiih conftant watchings and alarms, grew remifs in 
their duty : they firfi required unneceffary affiftance, and at laft 
began to defert their pofts. The Imperial artillery, to whom a 
great fum of money had been given as a bounty, became difobe- 
dient to orders, and even -mutinous, in which points they were fol- 
lowed by thofe of the houfiiold. This behaviour made Azeem 
Oofliawn change his opinion, that he could purchafe vidtory with 
money only ; fo that he opened his treafury but fparingly to the 
old or new troops, giving, with much reluctance, only one hun- 
dred rupees to each trooper who came to offer fervice with his own 
horfe, for which fecurity was alfo demanded. At a crifis of this 
important nature, but few were tempted to quit the fervice of their 
old mafters, for a fum but inconfiderable in itfelf, and on^ atfahi- 
able with fuch difficulty. In fliort, the whole caiiip began to be 
alarmed, and even the boldeft officers to feel a dread of the ill cou- 
fequences of being cooped up in unneceffary entrenchments. A 
cannonade was kept up on both Tides for four days, in each of 
which thh ilmee brothers gained forae advantage, by advancing their 
Rations the works of the mifguided Azeem Ooflmwn. 

On the fifth day, Azeefn OofhaWn moved from his camp in 
order of battle, and his fon, the prince 'Mahummud Kerreem, 
though commander of the advanced corps, was with him, inftead* 
of being difpatched in front, agreeably to the ufual difpofiiiQn cT- 
the fine. This was ordered, left, as the enemy were formed info 
one might gain an .advantage over him, and anther 
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intercept his retreat to the grand line, before he could tecelve 
proper affiftance. Such was the confufion in forming the troops, 
that the artillery was qmte ufelefsly difpofed, and many pieces, de- 
ferted by the men, lay overturned on the ground i while Ibmc of 
the chief officers were by their followers left almoft alone, on tlieii 
elephants, before the aflion began. Soleyman Khan Afghan fitrt 
advanced to charge the divifion of Jehaun Shaw, but he was fup- 
poJted by &> few of his followers, that he could effedt not ring, am 
was killed in the onfet, before he had reached the enemy’s poft. 
Jehaun. Shaw moved fteadily. in flow order, towards Azeem 
Oofltawa, Whofe terriied troops began to ;fall back from around 
him. The mifconduaed, but truly brave prince, when he faw 
hi? .fortune thus unfavourable, though he might have faved himlhlf 
by motmting a horfe and flying from the field, yet fcorned to owe 
his fecurity to diflionour, and would not move from his elephant, 
but advanced almoft alone towards Jehaun ShaW. This adfion, 
and fubmitting to be facrificed, was one and the fame. His ele- 
phant driver was killed in the inftant, and the few till then remaiii- 
m|;^iipBds to his perfon deferted him to a man. He received many 
wouA:i0P^/«»|r8 fuid-ihot, fo that he foon funk down fainting 
«pofl>^s#<^tvfi=wMle5ius*ielepham^ without a driver, and furious 
with pain, fran through the enemy, who purfued him in vain for 
fome.hours, and during that time the unfortunate princt died of 
fatigue and lofs of blood Sultaun Mahummud Kerreem, his 
fun, in ;th# h^ht of the. confufion, threw 
from .:W4 mountfjg.A^ hm# §sbi#it thim ihy an at-, 

tendant, .effca|j«flifrom'.dl:ip^ld fliortly 

after, a worfefatbth^,c^ii%nm^iQiii*rri ' 
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‘ •' Arheen adDjeaSuJnBuflee elephanlruftred wiS)i htna into tBe|lawee# 
,,-.^as drowned. 
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It happened that, at the beginning of the adiori, the three princes 
were drawn up nearly oppofite that part of the camp where I 
unfortunately had placed my family in a wretched fquare, to which 
the enemy advanced ftill nearer, as the battle raged, and our troops 
began to fly. Mahabut Khan, Hummeed ad Dien, and other 
lords, had in the beginning fent their families acrofs the river to 
places of fafety, which precaution I was prevented from ufing, by 
being attendant on Azeem Oolhawn’s perfon in the line. The 
river was about a rocket’s flight flrom the fquare inclofure, and 
upon the rout of our line, Khan Zummaun, my friend, advifed 
ipe, while the enemy’s troops were yet employed in fight, to con- 
duff my women out of danger to the other fide ; at the fame time 
offering me a boat he had ready for his own fecurity agaiuft purfuit, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty perfons, his own followers. 
Accordingly I placed ray wife and daughter in two covered palle- 
kees, with a fum fomewhat exceeding ' four thoufand gold mhors, 
a cafket of jewels, betel plate of gold fet with jewels, and other 
very valuable ornaments belonging to my daughter, ydtfigfiesd f(k 
her marriage portion, leaving, clothes and;eveiry thing fife to'chance. 
As Providence decreed it, the women’s pallekees had juft arrived at 
a narrow inlet of water, about an arrow’s flight from the river, 
wheus-Awera’ Oofhawn’s elephant, and Mahummud Kerreem’s, 
were ruhnill^'foiwids it, purfued by the enemy. I was advanced 
a little in fronfjt^-|iffe|p»roJtlie:.bmt, ; wheuTudfienly one of my at- 
tendants cried out, “ Where are you going ? Your honour is 
“ ruined!” I looked behind me,' and faw the enemy near my 
women j upon which, in a ftate of furious defpair, I haftened back 
withjini' graudfon. Meer Einaiut OoUa, as Khan Zummaun’s'pfeOple 
could #01 reach rae in time, for my afliflrance. Weftivo hadjUft 
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plunder 5 upon which I leaped from my horfe, and feizing my wife 
and daughter by each a hand, ruflied with them into the rivulet up 
to their waifts, and covered the reft of their perfons with a doth, 
drawing my fword to defend them with my life from fuither infult : 
and, luckily for my honour, their faces were not fecn by the eyes 
of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attentive to gain than ftiedding 
of blood, after plundering the pallekees and Other carriages of 
cveiy tiling, even to the coaifeft outer coverings, rode off in fearch 
of other prey, without attacking me or my attendants, who were hid 
- in different bufties and hollows. It was during this confufion, that 
Ifaw the prince Mahummud Kerreem jump from his elephant, 
mount a fervant’s horfe, and efcape. When the alarm was over, 
and friends , and enemies had paffed by, I was jdned by my fervants 
from their various fhelters, and, having replaced my women in 
the pallekees, returned to my late miferable dwelling, which had 
been alfo plundered, even to foot-cloths and carpets. No pillows 
or feats were left us but the bare ground, and no apparel but that 
drenched in water on our backs j neverthelefs, I gave grateful thanks 
to the Almighty for the prelervation of my life and honour, with 
1 fincere fervor. With the approach of night the confufion jflack- 
-ened, and; alJ^uf nine o’cb^ all was over, and quiet reftored. I 
then faE to myrelf, ‘- What is gone, is gone ! ” and, with a calm 
mind, recited one hundred and twenty verfes of the ' Mefnavi, be- 
fides an ode applicable to the prefent ftate of affairs. 

The pmice Jehaun Shaw, who had taken poffeflion of the camp 
of the in the mormng fenl covered carriages and other 

neceflaries to me,- with a graeibus''Bftei&ge, "defiring ' that I would 
come, and pitch my tentt^near his ovtm I went accordingly, and 
was introduced to him. He was fitting alone, under a canopy, 

^ The Mefnavi is a colfedion of ojoral poems, by Molewee JeBal' 
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near his private apartments. When he faw me, he exclaimed, . in 
a joyfnl voice, “ Come, * Azim Khan, for thy arrival is at a happy 
fcafon ! I was anxious to fee thee.” He then took off the khe- 
laut, which he had put on juft before, and gave it to me, widi the 
munfub of * fix thoufand, faying, “ I have left one degree of rank 
“ to confer upon you on the day of my acceflion to a throne.” 
After vvhich he difraifled me in a gracious manner, and I took up 
my ftation near that of ’ Lutfoolla Khan Saduk, his firft minifter. 

. Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the vidtoiy over Azeem Oofliawn, 
judging, from the purity of his own intentipns, that thofe of his 
two brothers and the ameer al amra were equally juft towards him, 
though fortune had placed all the treafures of the vanquifhed in his 
power, loomed to life this advantage, contrary to his oath of al- 
liance. He fent the body of Azeem Oofliawn to Moiz ad Diea i 
and, when all the plunder of his camp was coUcdfed, delivered the 
whole without delay into the hands of the ameer al amra, whp, 
agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to make an impartial 
divifipn of the provinces and treafures between the brothers. This 
ftrianefs to his word was the caufe of his ruin. The ameer al amra 
had privately refolved to. feat Moiz ad Dien on the throne without 
a rivals as he was a weak prince, fond of his pleafures, ayerfe from 
bufinefsj' driddonfcqueBtly beft fiiited.to the purppfe of a minifter 
■ ambitious of uncoritromW powea>: Witli thisMew, he, on various 
pretences, delayed making a divifipn of the treafure, knowing that 
the troops of Jehaun Shaw and Ruffeh Oofliawn were already mu* 
tinoufly clamorous for the payment of their long arrears, and much 




j ^ Aagkeej Npble lordi the fide which Azeem Oofljawn bad .offered to epafer oa 

him. ' (■' . . , ' ■ ' . , ■ ' 

» ScveiJ thouSi]^ was properly the bigheff tank of nobility. In die decline of the 

empire, 

Trti^. -Was his-'faiailv name. 
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difgufted at being deprived of tlie great plunder they had expedled 
from the camp of Azeem Oofhawn, which had been feized from 
their grafp by the ftri£t difclpline and honour of Jehaun Shaw. 
The ameer al amra, with feeming attachment, vifited the princes 
as ufual, and three days paffed over without their expreffing diftruft 
at his delay j hut their friends clearly faw his defigns, and warned 
Jehaun Shaw againfi his treachery j offering to prevent thdr ctma- 
pletion, by putting him to death, when he fhould come neX;t to 
pay his refpedts. The honourable and noble-minded prince refufed 
Ms aicnt to fuch propofals, faying, " 1 cannot confent to fuch 
“ difhonourable and perfidious dealing, for which I fhould become 
heinoufly guilty in the eyes of God, and amongft men mai-ked 
as a traitor and abufer of power. If «npkc is decreed me, I 
‘‘ Ml attain it widiout trouble; hut, if not, of what avail is 
f‘ treachery, ©r unjuft iiedding of human blood!” At his next 
vifit, he openly told the ameer al amra the fu^icions ‘entertained of 
his conduft, faying, “ Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading 
that I may be putting thee to death ; which, however politic, I 
W.feorn^to do by fraud. Rife then, and go in peace to thine own 
' ■‘ameer al amra departed with a fpeed and precipi- 

desctelhg’Ms ^ilt. The veil, with which he had covered 
M® defigns, became -no longer of ufe ; but, iiiftead of feeling gra- 
titude to Jehaun 'Shaw for fuffering him to live, his enmity in- 
He now openly avowed his deftrudtion, and his inten&ns " 
to fttppoft Meal ad Dien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and 
feligio«fly;WtittiM^toMs woid^ .■■was’generousa.itdpftan this great 
adtion, yetiiie*p^%’of govetmnentwiMluot'tdnMt of fuch condud 
being copied as an example of propriety. ' The world is deceitful, 
and cannot be commanded but by deceit.’ "The thief, wholhoUld 
wake his fieeping prey, would only bring ruin on his own head. 
Virtue and vice being dired oppofites, cannot exift in one dwelling. 
That, tlie foundation of which is evil, cannot be fupport^ hut by 
•A,... . . 1 . ■ , "when 
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When the ameer al amra had openly refufed to perform his 
agreement, Jehaun Shaw, furious at his behaviour, moved his 
camp oppoiite to the treacherous nobleman’s, aiid prepared to offer 
battle without delay. He had juft now the faireft profpcift o£ 
every fuccefs j a fine army, attached to his perfon with one mind, 
good artillery, and a great characler among his own and the ene- 
my’s troops. But — 'how uncertain, is fortune!' This night, by 
permiffion of God, a fire brofoe out in the artillery camp : all the 
rockets and ftores of ammunition were deftroyed, and our army 
rendered! in one inftant totally ufelefs. The merit of this important 
Hjifthief was afterwards claimed by Rajee Khan Maneckporee, who 
faid the fire was purpofely kindled by his fpies, for a large bribe. 

Tliis man was originally of low charader and little efteem, but for 
this fervice he was gradually raifed from a poll in the artillery, by 
Moiz ad Dien, to the rank of fix thoufand. Immediately after this 
dreadful accident, Rooftum Dil Khan and Mukhlis Khan baffled 
to one of die Imperial powder- works, and obtained fome,; frdh 
fuppiies i but the troops, much difpiffted with theh Jeffs, now be- 
came clamorous for money, and be^ to defeit in great numbers. 

In fiiort, the fpirit of the army was changed, fo that, excepting 
Lutfoolla Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, Mukhlis Khan, and a few 
othcmvvko remained faithful, all tlie chiefs forfeited their honours, 
and Jehaun plainly perceiving the wavering of his followers, 

thought it moft , to prevent Worfe confequmces, by putting 

all to the hazard of an imm^ate engagement. The next morning 
at the dawn of day, (being Monday, mm 1124,) he formed his a . c. *714. 
fine, and began a cannonade, which was anfwered by the enemy, 
fad kept up on both fides till raid-day with equal fuocefs. ^ 
lepgtk.the'fce of Jehaun Shaw began to fladken,. and hi8,riroo^,;,to 
feiw#ie.\'On '?'arious.pretenGes, as want ^^ of water,, guarding;^:' their 
ba^a^'^ahff the filoe j To that near b^fThe army.^feltei’.gradu- 

' ' - ■ Obfendng 
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Obfervmj? tliis, he railed a report that the ameer al 
t a fhot! in confequence of which the enemy were alarmed, and 

that he litouU iX", his 

favourable an event. As he founded the maicn ; 

troops believed him, and “ 011X30. and Mukhlis 

then commanded 1 “"“ fnd Lootfnlla Khan and 

Khan, to charge one flank ot the enemy, ^ 

others in front, he himfdf heading this laft 

about four o’clock, when Jehaun Shaw, witliout lookmg Mind 

him to fee how he was fopported by his troops, advanced on 

< VfK a furious fneed where the ameer al amra was 

enemy’s center with a tuuons ipeea, wi--=t 

ftandfog with a few followers, to reconnoitre, toad Dien ha 
before retired to repofe in his tents. Rooflum Dil Khan and othei 
S rked tbroLgh all oppofition to that quarter, gamed the 
tents, and plundered even the ladies of the haram, ^ong whom 
were many belonging to the late emperor, Moiz ad Dien, ^ rouzed 
from fleep! without regarding their fafety, fled to feek his own, 
nndrefled as he was, with the ameer al amra, who was engage 
againft Jehaun Shaw in unequal combat, as ^ J 

f€6AMg1f T#^««5d'l^oa2’'a.dD but was waiting for an oppor-, 
tunity to deftroy both him and jehaun Shaw, appeared m the rear 
of the latter with his whole force. A corps of infantry alto now 

oPpofed him in front, not only flopping his charge, but c^ufmg 

his ttoefs J ^ho,> feeing themfelves likely to be funotfoded, loft 
allTpiiity:'and;'ftfid'’to.a man on ’the right and left,! leaving him ex- 
pofed alone npoh his elephant ^5 and he was foon Mlled by a mufquet 
Ihot. . His ton, ,^Tefklwn^eh'':Mht«^;«#te 
bodily and mental acedropistomts^ who fat behind him, defeended 
and fought with his feyraetar, till he could ftand no longer, and 
then fed down dead, covered with wounds. Both the bodies were 

■ » Anglke, Of fortunate ftar. ’ ' . 
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carried immediately to the ameer al amra, who ordered the march 
of vidory to be founded. Jehaun Shaw, heroic, jufl: and benevo- 
lent, was all perfedt ; but ftill, as Providence oppofed his fortune, 
all his plans turned out diredly contrary to their propofed end, 
and what feenied to promife fuccefs, became the caufe of misfortune 
Men judge vainly from events, faying, if he had not done fo, thus 
would or could not have happened : but, alas ! in whofe power are 
events ? Our faculties, Our ftrength, our thoughts, our friends, 
are all moved by the injftigation of Providence. Nothing can hap- 
pen without a caufe, yet our min is often brought on by the very 
caufes which had before occafioned our fuccefs j for God doeth that 
which pleafeth him, and effedeth that which he hath defigned. 



When the day of this fun of royalty had funk in the evening of 
death, there now remained no other rivals than Moiz ad Dien and 
RulFeh Oolhawn. The latter had the firmeft reliance on the at- 
tachment and oaths of the ameer al amra, who, during the life of 
the late emperor, had been fupported by him in the Itrong^ft man- 
ner againft the • khankhanan. He alfo had honoured him, at his 
own requefti by the appellation of uncle, and ’exchange of turbans j 
fo that he now hoped, as one fovereign feemed to be his choke, 
that if migbt: reft upon him, in preference to liis elder brother. 
On thk acffiOffljnt. ' he . had refolved to wait as a Ipedator of the 
ftruggle, tillfhe%;#'nhe pf ^.rivals,,. and then to rufh upon 
the furvivor, while flnfhed 'kdth vidoiy, 'and unguarded againft a 
new enemy. This defign he now communicated to his followeis, 
and defired them to fupport him in an immediate attack on Moiz 
ad Dien } but they would not content, either through fear or 
treachery,: pretending that the dawn of morning wa§ more 

&ip, and 
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, able than the prefent inftant j fo that the prince was obliged to 
flop, and wait their pleafttre. He fpent the night under arms, 
with fleeplefa impatience for the return of day j but forac of his 
fyfe advifers communicate his plan to the ameer al amra, and 
promifed to affift in the deftruftion of their patron. 

Juft as the moraing was beginning to appear, Ruffeh Opfllawn 
advanced filentiy towards the enemy, hoping to furprize them j 
hijtJ djefore he had reached their camp, the commanding officer of 
hik' artillery,. either through or ignorance, fired a gun 

f o wards the * (piarter of Moiz ad Dien, which roufed his fleeping 
troops. The alarm was immediately founded, and the enemy’s 
cannon foon began to play furioully. . Who now would ftand to 
fu|)|>ort Ruffeh Oofhawn?, The greateft nwberpf hi& followers 
ded in cohfufion to the right and left, while Buddukfh.ee, a chief 
in whom he had rejpfed the greateft confidence, and whom he had 
faved from being put to death by his father, whom he had raifed 
to honours, and fupported with a liberality unbounded, having 
privately agreed with the ameer al amra, ungratefully turned his 
ara^^,agahift,jbim at this inftant. The unhappy prince was in a 
lhbii/^mo;l^'||pne, furrounded by his enemies on every fidej but 
ti^y Draw ani r^arding the hcaipur and reputation of 

the family of Timur, notwitfiftanding fiis delicacy and feeming 
effeminate foftnefs, he threw himfelf from his elephant, and, draw- 
ing the fake of glory from the fcabbard of honour, fought' fmgly 
on foot‘^a&f| tfioufends of affailants. But yrhai itJould he effeft, 
more than.’f^ftyo^e Pe^ at pe.,^xpme§ He was foon 

.hewed down' wlm, repeated-wounds*, his. breath -to him 

who gave it. May tfie Almighty few merc| .to h^ W<5 are 
ifom God, and to him we muft return. 

Such courage, I muft with JufHce remark, never appeared atnoiig 
the defendants of Timur, aslhewn by the offspnng of Auluifi^r } 

~ ^ '.nor 
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nor do the various hillories I have read, record the like gallant op- 
polition of a prince fmgly againft numbers. Trae valour is proved 
in the extremity of danger ; but it is eafy to affume the appearance 
of courage in the day of fafety. 

Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw, by the affiftance of Providence 
alone, now founded the march of vidlory and unrivalled empire. 
He permitted the mangled bodies of his martyred and more worthy 
brothers to be I^pt three days on the field of battle, expofed to 
public view. They were afterwards conveyed to Dhely, and interred 
without ceremony or pomp, in the maufoleum of the emperor 
Humaioon, the general receptacle of the murdered princes of the 
Imperial family. The maufoleums which they had eredted for 
themfelves, near the tombs of their favourite faints, of marble, 
jafper, and other rich ftones, were beftowed on the minions of 
Lail Koor, a public dancer, and miftrefs to tbe weak Jehaundar 
Shaw. i <„ 

Be it known to thole of enfightened und^ftandings, and to the 
acquainted witli the ufages of the world, that if, in the relation of 
the.afl&irs of my liege and hereditary lord, the emperor Moiz ad 
Dien J^j^i^dar .Shaw, fome obfervations and exprefiions Ihould 
efcape l<5pptf^-y to refpedt, and the examples of the fiifto- 

riographers ol pr^ces^ or 

a prejudiced mind. Tkpow th^ are improper from the pen of a 
Servant, and God forgive me ! but by them I mean no difaffedtjon 
to, his perfon, or difrefpedt to the family of Timur ;; no vent pf ^ray 
own ^een j no view to flatter a fucceflbr, by difpaiaging .lfls^iyalif 
p.o.r pali^ious abtufe for thenegledt or di%poi;|t 5 ^t I ,niaj,ba!s?f 
fuflered dufing this reign. I iwear by God, and God is a 
witneffir «£ 'oaths, that I loved /pm as^my fovereigd's hut*' as ‘it 
was incuri|&^£tm 'dife'^’pcpd Ip'fdjepMI ptince. 

good or bad, wiji Sftj 
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all iinworthY, what can I fay, as a faithful 
I was nouHmed for fifty 

1 t, ■ -ont fhadow of the great and glorious emperor 

years under * ration I nL beheld ! Of tliis man, 

Aulumgeer. How fed the a ^ fuccecding to 

this wretched idiot, oppofite to him 11 and the 

the very^f-e empire, Mng ^ .^y^^res 

a&ons te did,, what ^ beheld upon the throne an 

they fuffered by ^ ^ ^^rice: the friends to 

tte ■Im™.^"ftom the ariof of their loyalty to the houfe of Ah, 

I%htrd”heir ftyle, -^“"“Vlod mStthl 

oppiflM might dr» t foTS e heS of 

lyufe, S I be numbered with traitom, and abhomd by my 

friends! 

■ menJehaundarShaw. by the inrigues f /“Pf ‘ ^ 
am^ ^iw ZoolfeccarKhan, “ "““Pl over his thi® 
broftttai andf^nded. the throne of empire wi ° „ 

Lad of a compenmr, all the enftoms of b^werochar^. He 
was in himfelf a weakman. effeminately careful of 
of eaJe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of 
We Md alfo blemilhes and low vices unworthy of royalty, and un- 
known among his itlafttious anceftqrs, He made the vaft empire 

of HindoftafiL ‘’'J^'bk Sv’ 

wHch tortured the mirids of : worthy futse^ loyal to !>« femily. 

The relations, friends and minions, of the miftrefs, ufurped abfolute 

- The two chief Ifflaums were the fons of Ali, by the daughter of Mahumniud, 
anA wpre nut to death by the caliph Maweeah, one by poifon, and the other w batt , 
^th all their cUldren eLept one, from whom defeended the other ten Imaums, and 
^ »ce lb highly refpeaed among the Mahnmmedans. 


authority in theftate; and high offices, great titles, and unreafon- 
able grants from the Imperial domains, were thowered profufely 
on beggarly muficians. ’ Two corores of rupees annually were 
fettled for the houfliold expences of the miftrefs only, exclufive of 
her deaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her in 
a chariot through the markets, where they purchafed, agreeable to 
whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen ; at others, 
greens, fruits, and the mofi: trifling articles. A woman named 
*Zohera, keeper of a green-flail, one of Lall Koor’s particular 
friends, was promoted to a high rank,, with a fuitable jaghire, and 


‘ About two millions fterling. 

* The celebrated Nizam al JMulIuk, who at this time lived a very retired life at 
Dhelv, was one day puffing in a pallekee, with only a few attendants, when, in a 
narrow ftreet, he was met by Zobera, who was riding on an elephant, with a great 
train of fervants. The nizam endeavoured to get out of the way ; but, notwithftand- 
ing this, Zohera’s fervants were infolent to his attendants, and, as flie palTed by, {he 
exclaimed, “ Are you the fon of the blind man ? ” This enraged the nizam, who 

commanded his people to pull her from her elephant; which they did, with rudenefs. 

She complained to the miftrefs, who prevailed on the weak Jehaundar to take notice 
of it, and command Zoolfeccar Khan to punifli the nizam. The nizam had lufpedled 
this to happen, and had informed the minifter of the affair. When Jehaundar Shaw 
fpoke to him, he was anfwered, that, to punifti the nizam for having correfted an 
infolent upftart, would enrage all the nobility, who would confider the honour, of the 
order as hurt by any affront to the nizam. Jehaundar, upon this, did not enforce his 

commands. ' . , 

Upon Jehaundar SfiSiv’s ptontotirtg one of his miftrefs’s relations, a mufician, to a 
high rank, Zoolfeccar Khan, ameer al arara, out of fneer, demanded of the new-made 
lord, as a fee for putting his feal of office to the patent, one thoufand fraail tabors. 
The mufician complained to Lall Koor, hjs patronefs, of the indignity offered him ; 
and Abe told the emperor, infifting that he fhould reprimand the ameer al amra. Je- 
haundar Shaw accordingly reproached the minifter, who ironically replied, that, as 
lUUfic was the heft reconiraendation with his majefty for promotion, he had aflt^d the 
tabors to deliver out to perfons of family, that they might, hy praaifing upon them, 
qualify thfefflfcWes' for high office, and fucefted as well as ihhir infeHors, tlie hiuficians. 
JehaundatBha#'fi|aii*e&r«« of the fatftti'hpd, hfeing afirsud of WS foirifter, withdrew 


patent 
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her relations exalteclto the emperor’s favour, which they uiccl to 

promote the interefts of the courtiers, for large bt.bes : nor *d the 

nobility decline their patronage, but forg 
facrificing decency to the prefent advanta; 
adoration to the royal idols, whofe gates 
equipages in general than thofe of the Imperial palace, fo that to 
pafs ttagh the ftreet where they refided was a matter of difficulty 
by mafon of the throng. To do them juftice, many of them had 
generous minds, and performed various good aftions m the ule of 
liieir Influence at court. The ridiculous jaunts of the cmi^ror and 
his miftrefs at laft grew to fuch a pitch, ffiat on a certain night, 
after fpending the day in debauchery, and vifiting different gardens 
near the city, in company with Zohera the herb-woman, they re- 
tired to the houfe of one of hgr acquaintance who fold fpitits,, with 
which they all became intoxicated. After rewarding the woman 
with a large fum, and the grant of a village, they returned in a 
drunken plight to the paiace> and all three fell aflccp#n the loacL 
On their arrival, Lall Koor was taken out by her women; but the 
emperor regained deeping in the chariot, and the driver, who had 
fliared in the jolhty of his royal mafler, without examining the 
machine, carried it to the ftables. The officers of the palace, after 
waitinp- till near morning for his arrival, on finding that the 


etting their honour, and 
re, eagerly flocked to pay 
were more crowded with 


fuperft’ition, he bathed with Lall Koor, concealed only by a fiiigle 
cloth, ill the fountain of the ' Lamp of Dhely, in hopes that this 
ceremony would promote pregnancy. Happy was the day in which 
he was bathed in his own blood ! The miftrefs had the infolence 
to abufe the princefs " Zebe al Niffa, daughter of the emperor 
Aulumgeer, and aunt to Jehaundar Shaw, with expreffions fo vile 
as were unbecoming the meaneft perfon. This princefs had ne- 
gleaed to pay compliments to her, which fhe received from , other 
ladies of rank, and Lall Koor, enraged at this, teized the emperor 
to reprove his aunt, and oblige her to fhew attention towards her; 
but all was vain. However, he lb far complied with hei uniea- 
fonable entreaties, that he left off vifiting the princefs, and declined 
o’oing to an entertainment llie had prepai’ed for him, without in- 
viting Lall Koor. How fhall I relate all his follies ? The above- 
mentioned are fufficient to fliew the fad changes of affairs, public 
and private. His other indecencies are too unworthy of record to 

relate. ^ ^ 

The ameer alarara, Zoolfeocar Khan, feater, nay even creator 
of emperors, with fuch an image of humanity in his hands, be- 
came abfolute, and fo proud, that ’ Pharaoh and Sliudad could not 
have^ obtained admiffion to liis threlliold. He ftudied to rum 
the moft ancient faimlies, inventing pretences to put them to death, 
or difgrace them, that he might plunder their pofreflions. Unhappy 
was 4 perfon he fufpeaed to be rich, as w^hh aiid vexatious 
accufations always accompanied each other. He eftabhfhed ^ 
exaaions and abufes as no prior age had beheld, and by which now 
he is alone remembered. He took enormous emoluments and^re- 
venues for himfelf, while he difpofed of money to others with a 


» fafceer fo entitled. ■ - \ , 

* Anglic^ O'Miament of tbe fox. ^ ^ . 

® Pharaeb, ©r'i^-atiaF^aix, 

* ^ ' • m. tr . 
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hand fo fparing, that even his own creatures felt fevcre poverty 
with empty titles, for he never allowed jaghires to any. The 
minds of Jiigh and low, rich and poor, near or diftant, friends or 
ftraiigers, were turned againft him, and wiflied his deftruftion. 
Hindoos and Muffulmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the fall 
of his power, night and day. Often does the midnight figh of the 
widow ruin the riches of an hundred years. 

Kokultalh Khan, fofter-brother to the emperor, and brought up 
with him from his childhood, was honoured with the title of Khan 
Jehaun. His wife, daughter, and whole family, alfo poliefled great 
influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of 
a promife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time, 
they and their adherents combined to work the overthrow of the 
ameer al amra. With this view, all their relations and dependants 
were raifed to high rank} and a great number of the nobility, dif- 
trefled by the pride and rapacity of Zoolfeccar Khan, joined their 
party. They infinuated to the emperor, that the ameer al amra 
entertained defigns too ambitious for a fubjeft, to attain which he 
would, to %fid the blood of princes } that he had already deter- 
mitied om a and either to feize the throne for himfelf, 

or, if he found that too dangerous, to beftow it on ‘AH Tibbar, 
or another of the confined princes, more favourable to his will 
than his majefly. 

The weak ■[ehaundar, unendowed with the leaft judgment or cou- 
rage, was alarflied almdfl: t!l|]^nefs with the frightful picture of 
his own lituation s but, h^haJ not firmncfs to oppofe the dreaded 
evils, nor fenfe to keep Ks fears fecret. The intrigues of Kokul- 
tafli Khan foOn became evident to the whole court, and only ferved 
to awaken the vigilance of the ameer al amra, who took meafures 

* The only furviving fon of A%lm Shaw, fon of the emperor Aurungaebe. 

“ for 


for his own fafety, by removing his enemies. Roofhim Dil Khan, 
Mukhlis Khan, and fome others, were put to death, and a great 
number of the nobility laid under confinement on various pretences. 
I'he family of the late ’ khankhanan was reduced fo low as to want 
the common neceflaries of life. In fliort, the difpofition of the 
ameer al amra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the highefi: 
pitch of tyranny, fo that he now punilhed with cruelty the perfons 
who had years before knowingly, or- otherwife, given him the 
flighteft caufes of offence. I, who had differed with him in opi- 
nions during the life of Bedar Bukht, and frequently warned the 
late emperor againft his afpiring views, had alfo been the friend 
and confidant of his mortal enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe- 
rent party in the late ftruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his 
hands, or thofe of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to 
be fearched for, and put to death. Thinking it in vain to attempt 
concealment in Lahore, I had written the following verfes, and 
fent them to him by my grandfon, Meer Einaiut Oolk, who was 
much in his favour. * 

My anceftors were attached to * Ali without views of gain.- I 
« am- of the family of Ali ; thou art the ’Zoolfeccar of ^^Hyder. 
«« Remember, I have no chief but thee. I repent of my faults in 
“ fome degree, and am come afhamed to thy tribunal. Though I 
“ am meaner than wofds can exprefs, yet I am of the ^ family of 
which thou art head. Thou art now the guardian of our ho- 
** nour : look not at me, but upon our mutual anceftors.” 

* The celebrated Monauim Khan. 

* The fon-in-Iaw of Mohammud. Here it means Azeem jd Shawn. 

A two-bladed fword of AH ’"s. 

'*■ A tide ''''liven to Ali, ' ' / ' ' ' ' ’ ' 

s A fyed, or d«fe«o^nt firom the prophet’s daughter Fatima, by AH. 


At firjfl: he did not trouble himfelf to open the paper, upon which 
I fent a fecond time, when he perufed it with attention, and dcfired 
the meflenger to call me to him ; but I did not comply with his 
invitation, to which I anfwered, that he had prevailed with pro- 
mifes of fafety on many to vifit him, and afterwards confined or 
put them to death ; that if fuch was his delign towards me, tiiere 
was no occafion to ufe art, as I would of my own accord put on 
my fhroud, and come prepared for the worft before him. To this 
he anfwered, by folemn oaths, that he meant no injury towards 
me j fo that 1 was Tatisfied, and went to vifit him without dread. 
He received me in his private apartment, to which I was admitted 
armed, as ufual, and he rofe from his mufnud to falute me, be- 
having every way with much kindnefs, and more than I expedfed } 
after which he difraiffed me, with afliirances of protection. He 
the fame day alked the emperor's pardon for me, which was imme- 
diately paired j but his majefty obferved, that though he forgave, 
he would not on any account employ me in his fervice. The 
ameer al amra too made me promife, that I would not accept of 
any office in the flate, otherwife than through his patronage. I 
complied with his defire without regret, as, independent of the 
obligations I owed to him, there was no temptation left to court 
employment in a ftate which had in fad no head ; for the rainiftry 
was a colledion of petty tyrants, and abufers of power. 

During the nine months in which Jehaundar Shaw, like an. ■ 
embryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure 
an office, but lived k perled letircment, except that I now and 
then unavoidably paid a wfit to the ameer al amra, who would fre- 
quently alk my advice in public affairs, ■ which I gave him to the 
extent of my underflanding. 

In the height of this power and authority, (while the claim of 
J am. md no one elfe, was gaining ffrength,) all at once a report was 

^ heard 


heard that the prince Ferokhfere, fon to the martyred Azeem 
Oofliawn, had marched from Bengal towards Bahar, intending to 
revenge his father’s death, and feize the throne. Jehaiindar Shaw 
and the ameer al amra, though they feigned to difbelieve the intel- 
ligence, and defpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were ftruck 
with dread. Great numbers of the Imperial fervants wiflied fecretly 
for the fuccefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for- 
tunate, he faw affairs in ‘a proper light : while at Lahore, he had 
repeatedly advifed Jehaundar Shaw not to remain more than a week 
in Dhely, but to proceed to Agra, and, if necelTary, to the eaftern 
provinces, as the dread of his power w^ould not be imprefled fully 
in the breafts of his fubjefls, while Ferokhfere refufed to pay alle- 
giance. Jehaundar Shaw, on his arrival at Dhely, fafcinated by 
the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the advice of his minifter, 
and chofe to remain, indulging himfelf in low pleafures, moving 
only from palace to palace, and garden to garden. Kokultafh Khan 
and his party perfuaded him that the ameer al amra had excited 
this rebellion, and engaged privately with Ferokhfere, to whom he 
would deliver his majefly a prifoner, Ihould he prevail on him to 
march from the capital. Thefe ideas ferved to increafe tl.e fears of 
the weak Jehaundar Shaw. He would often exclaim, “ I did not 
kill Azeem Oofliawn ; it was the ameer al amra, who mull: now 
“ go and anfwer the claims of his fon, for fatisfadfion. What 
“ have I to do with the bufinefs The other plans of an em- 
peror, who was thus overcome by fear, rhay eafily be guelTed, and 
need no explanation. The ameer al amra, offended at the diftrufts 
of his mafter, did not attend as he ought to bufmefs, but employed 
his time alfo in pleafure, and forwarding his own immediate in- 
tereff'. ' 


Syed Ab4#llaKhan Bareah, and his brother Houfi^in AHKhfn, 
had gained‘'^Mtciteh®'3rj^'tjy.t^®if’behafl,duydn'thefei^i^^^ of Azira 

^ ' ' Shaw, 


88 



Sliaw, after whofe death they had attached themlHves to Azeem 
Oofhawn, by whom they were honoured, the former with the 
government of Allahabad, and the latter of the province of Bahar. 
During the late contefts for the empire, they had, for their own 
fafety and that of the countiy, expended, without orders, confi- 
derable fums of the Imperial revenues in the maintenance of extra- 
ordinary troops, which had offended Jehaundar Shaw. On his 
acceffion to the tbj-one, he appointed Rajee Khan Maneckporee to 
the government of Allahabatl, who fent one of his relations, with 
a confiderable force, to take poffeffion ; but he was oppofed, de- 
feated, and driven back by Abdoolla Khan, Ferokhfere’s rebellion 
juft tlien arifmg, the ameer al amra thought it advifable to difpatch 
an Imperial firmaun, approving Abdoolla Khan’s condnft, and 
confirming him in bis government, difclaiming alfo any aflent to 
the attempts to remove him. Abdoolla Khan pretended gratitude 
and obedience for the royal favours, in order to avoid farther 
trouble from the court, but which he had refoived to ferve no 
longer than he found neceflary, When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar, 
he was immediately joined by Syed Houflein Ali Khan, who was 
faithfully attached to him, as the foil of his patron Azeem Oolliawn. 
The epurt of Dhely weakly imagined, that Abdoolla Khan would 
ftop the progrefs of the prince at Allahabad. Firmaiins of encou- 
ragement, and great promiles, were dilpatched to purchafe his 
loyalty, inftead of armies to fecure it. While tlie rebellion was 
daily gathering force, the emperor’s minifters, divided againft each 
other, were undetermined how to ad. Kokultafh Khan refufed to 
take the command of an ariny, if t]^, ameer al amra remained at 
Dhely, pretending thaf the etnpferor walmot fafe in his hands ; and 
the latter did not think it proper to quit the court, where, in his 
abfence, fuch a dangerous rival muft polTefs the whole power. 
Jehaundar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to fix, whom he 
ihouM entruft with the command of the army; for fop-eat was 

his 
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his fear, that .one day, when the daughter of Kokultafli Khan, 
prefuming on her familiarity, infilled that her father Ihould be 
declared vizier, and the ameer al amra be fent from Dliely, he 
replied with terror, “ Hold your peace, or ‘ he will put us all to 
“ death in an inilant,” 

At laft it was refolved that ' Aiz ad Dien, eldeft fon of Jehaundar 
Shaw, Ihould march at the head of an army againft the rebels, 
under the tutelage of Khaja HoulTein, Khan Downan, fon-in-law 
to Kokultafla Khan, a weak man, who never, unlefs in dreams, 
had feen a fliot fired. The troops who marched with him did not 
amount to fix thoufand, though there were among the officers 
many ameers of the highell rank. On his arrival at Agra, he was 
joined by lauts, Rajapootes, and great numbers of other rabble 5 
alfo many Fojedaurs, who covered ground, but were no better 
than droves of cattle to devour provifions ; however, he had with 
him a fine train of artillery. From Agra, Aiz ad Diqji marched 
without delay to ^Etawa, and from thence to ^Cudjwa, where 
Ferokhfere had arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou- 
fand horfe and foot, moftly adventurers, who ferved from the hope 
of benefiting themfelves by a revolution. 

The two eSmps being thus hear, on the 29th of Showal, early 
in the morning, Syed Abdoolla Khan and others advanced to re- 
connoitre the erxcmy’s pofition. This brought on a fkirmilh, and 
afterwards a cannonade on both fides, which continued till night, 
without much executions but Khan Dowran, a i>erfedb ftranger to 


* Mwasing the' ameer al atnra. ■ ■ ' ■ 

• Elder pother of the late, and uftcle to the prefent empefor. 

* A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs to the eaftward of Agra. ■ 

♦ A confiAembte ttiwn in the diftriil ef Kora, where Aurwngzebe and Sultan Shujah 
formerly engaged. .. 
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war, was much alarmed at the dangers of his new profeffion. He 
thought he Ihonld do the Rate moft fervice by faving the prince 
fron^Cas he conceived) inevitable deftruaion. Accordingly, un- 
known to his officers, about midnight he fled with him in a wo- 
man’s covered pallekee, ftopping not till he arrived at Agra, from 
whence 'he diipatched to court accounts of his gallant fervice, and 
zealous care of the heir-apparent. The officers of his army, in 
the morning, finding their chief had fled, laid afuie all thoughts of 
refiffance, and each provided for his own fafety. Moft went over 
tp the fervice of Ferokhfere, and the remainder returned precipi- 
tately towai'ds Agra. Syed Abdoolla Khan would not allow them 
tp be purfued, and, what Iras often perplexed my underftanding to 
accountTor, advifed Ferokhfe to halt fome time in the camp of 
the fugitives, inftead pf following his fuccefs with rapidity. The 
news of the defeat reaching Dhely, threw the court into fuch con- 
fufion, that no other plan was at firft refolved on, than to wait the 
enemy’s approach in the vicinity of the city, and hazard all in one 
engagement, as it was expefted time would not allow of more 
di%iit pprations. Accordingly, Rajee Khan was ordered with the 
Ji^per’^l where ground was chofen for the 

general camp, and prepara%l|s pia^, for thp, emperor’s march. 

-As fbon as it became known that Ferokhfere had not advanced 
beyond the field of battle, Jehaundar Shaw altered his refolution 
of remaining at Dhily^; and began his march fowasds Agra* On 
his arrival. treafures, 

which 'had been jewels, plate, 

and valuable effefts, to the amount of two corores of rupees, among 
the troops, who now werefeventy thoufand horfe, and foot without 
number, Moft of them too were veteran foldiers, but little affeffed 

* About three cofs from the city. 


to the royal caufe, as they had experienced flights in the days of 
peace, and knew this profufe bounty to proceed only from the 
neceflity of the times. The Imperial army encamped at firfl; near 
the gardens of Dehera; but, upon intelligence arriving that 
Ferokhfere had advanced to Eatimadpore, near the river, intending 
to crofs, it was thought advilable to move along the oppofite bank 
to prevent him. Both armies remained a week thus, in fight of 
each other j and people of judgment decided, in their own minds, 
that viflory would be to that prince who fliouid fiift crofs and 
attack his rival. ' 


On the night of the 13 th of Zeekaud, intelligence was received 
that the Syeds had, by a countermarch of twenty miles, ^ gained the 
ford of Gaow Ghaut, and crofled the river with their advanced 
corps and all the artillery j alfo that Ferokhfere, with his whole 
army, intended to follow the next day. I was prefent when this 
news was brought to the ameer al amra, who, hearing it, was 
vifibly affeaed and alarmed, as were all the noMlity then prefent m 
his train. Orders of march were iffued for the next morning, to 
meet the enemy, whofc camp was, by the late manceuvre, removed 
ten cofs diftant. Jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but halted 
before ie had fight of the enemy, encamping on the broken ground 
and hollow vtgays oiS the banks the Jtuffiila.t This dilpinted^the 

troops, who judged that ^€ir gei»M.s had chdfen a ftrong pofition, 

more from fear of a fudden attac^i than proper caution and judg- 
ment of the ground. The next morning, however, the Imperial 
army continued the march to Secundra, and the day afe to G^w 
Ghaut, the enemy’s troops were fiill croffing, and Fffck^ere 

m tiot 'US yet come to this 'fide. The ameer al amra. jdi- a 
nuihWf-'fif mobility, advanced hi.frqfit to 

iimy. 
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to ueoeive them, but the ameer al amra chofeto defer taking advan- 
tage of his |>refent fituation, as it ■was now late in the afternoon, 
and;: the fail of night, during an aflion, would create much corifu- 
hon. and diforder. With this idea, he chofe to encamp on the banks 
of a: rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. 

Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy 
doudsi and rain, I went, to vifit the ameer al amra, who was juft 
Come from the emperor’s tents, and preparing to take fome refrefh- 
ment j upon which, I alked my difmiffion, and returned to my 
own tents, intending to fleep. By this time the clouds had dif- 
perfed, and the fun fhone very bright. A little after mid-day, I 
was alarmed by. the drums beating to arms, and a confufcd iioife, 
when funning to my door, I faw the ameer al amra mounting his 
elephant with great hafte, and undrelled j upon which I got ready 
my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all 
poffible Ipeed. Upon my arrival, he was ftanding upon elevated 
ground, looking round him. I alked what had caufed the alarm, 
when he replied, that the enemy were drawing out their line, feem- 
ingly v^ith rittetjdi«ms to cannonade. Our troops now haftened to 
formi the aro:«ial amra in .fronts and upon his right Kokultalh 
Khan. In the center ftood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw, attended 
by Rajee Khan, with the royal artillery. To the left were the 
troops of Mortuzza Khan Bukfhi, and many other amras. The 
enemy’s array; advanced flowly till within reach of eannon-ftiot, 
when they played upon us; titeic aitillaty and rockets, wliich 
were anfwered with'griekt'f«i^i%i#4'^'K,hsn*, ;■ Every ■ one knows 
that, after an engagement is : once Begun, ft is impoffibie for a 
fmgle perfon to fee more of the. operations than thofe on the im- 
mediate fpot of his own poft j how then can I fay, I dilHndlly 
viewed every change of two lines covering ground of miles in ex- 
tent f ' An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of one 
' ' 3, ' - ' of; 


of his battles with para Shekkoh. The emperor obferved at the 
conckifion, that he imift certainly have been upon a high moun- 
tain during the engagement, which he had feen fo minutely, as he 
himfelf, though commanding the line, and mounted on an elephant, 
did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had defciibed. In 
fliort, I (hall only relate what I law. ^ After a cannonade of fome 
time, I faw two bodies from the enemy’s line charge our’s, one 
with a red, and the other with a green ftandard. The former was 
the corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of Syed Houilein 
Ali Khan. Obferving that our right flank was much expofed, I 
remarked it to the ameer al amra, who immediately difpatched 
orders for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftrefs’s troops 
to that quarter. The firft body of the enemy charged direftly on 
Kokultalh Khan, and the other puftiing through the line of our 
aitillciy, which was defeited as it approached, attacked the center, 
in which was jehaundar Shaw. Our troops fell back upon the 
camp, and great confufion took place, as the men, elephants ; and 
horfes, became entangled among the ropes of tents, carriages and; 
baggage.. Numbers fled, but the ameer al amra remained firm, 
and the enemy was kept long at a ftand by bis gallantry and fteadi- 
nefs ; but he was ill-fupported, though Syed Houflein Ali Kham - 
fell wounded in tln^ field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more fuc* 
cefsful in his charge on Kokultafli Khan. It was now about five 
o’clock, when affairs were thus dopbtful j • but juft then Syed- 
Abdoolla Khan, with a great body, charged Jehaundar Shaw, who 
flood with his troops, already alarmed, fome diftance in the rear- • 
of the ameer al amra. They fcarce waited to be attacked, but 
broke their line, and fled in confufion on all fides, while the wo- 
men’s elephants, thofe of the jewel office and treafury,, ran. here 
and there, carrying difordef along with them, Jehaundar Shaw 
haftily joined fhe.fpi’ps of Kokultalh IChap, and ; \vas purfued by 
the enemy, who4hq$ 5 forced Ferokhferq-- 

. having.,' 


having now come to the affiftanceof Jubbeeleh Ram, who had re- 
newed the attack in front. Kokultafh Khan was killed after A 
fhort ftruggle, his troops*difpef fed, and Jehaundar Shaw diiap- 
peared from his elephant. This made the rout general, and only 
the ameer al amra kept his ground. When he could hear no tidings 
of the emperor, and it became dark, he retired (lowly to Shaw 
Ounge, near the city, where he remained till midnight, difpatching 
meffengers on all fides in fearch of his fovereign, With tlie hopes, 
if he could be found, of rallying the troops, and making one more 
effort the next day j but all irt vain. Jehaundar Shaw could not be 
found 5 upon which he thought proper to provide for his own 
fafety, and marched away towards Dhely. Thus, in the fpace of 
a few hours, was tliis government deftroyed, and another poffeiTecl 
of abfolute authority. The robe of empire graced the auguft per- 
fon of Ferckhferc, who founded the joyful march of tfiumph. 

Though I was not in the fervice of any one, and had no enmity 
to either party, yet I remained in the field till the ameer al amra had 
thinking it heft to provide for my own fafety, I 
htmdred perlbns who fought my pro- 
bne'^df; my own gardens, where I enjoyed 
perfedt repofe from my fatigues. In the morning, I wrote to Syed 
itbdpolla Khan, with whom I was formerly on terms of friendfhip, 
expreffing my defire of leave to vifit him, and be introduced to the 
new emperor. He replied to my letter with much kindnefs, and I 
paid my com^inwts to to as he pa||*ed- by my dwelling the fol- 
lowing day, when Ifc <afried me with Idm to his own houfe. The 
emperor Ferolthfere enteitd the aty the next morning, to pray in 
public at the tomb of Akber, on his return from whence I was 
towed to pay him my refpefts. Syed Abdoolla Khan marched 
towards Dhely the day after, and chofe to take me with him, 
wMch I did not think proper to decline. As yet, it was not cer- 
tainly 
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fahily known to what quarter Jehaundar Shaw and the ameer ai 
ainra had fled. Aflud ad Dowlah, father to the latter, was in the 
command of Dhely, and had in his power the confined princes. 
It was apprehended that the ameer al amra would retreat to Dekkan 
with his mafter, but he not finding that prince, thought proper to 
go to Dhely. Jehaundar Shaw, who had fliaved his beard and 
whilkcrs to prevent being known, arrived a Ihort time before the 
ameer al amra, at the palace of Aflud ad Dowdah. This was foon 
known throughout the city j upon which the friends to the family 
of Azeem Oolhawn furrounded the houfe, and demanded the deli- 
very of the royal fugitive into their charge. Aflud ad Dowlah was 
obliged to confine him, to fupprefs their clamours. Making a virtue 
of neceffity, he wrote a petition to Ferokhfere, implying, that he 
had imprifoned Jehaundar in his own houfe, and waited the Imperial 
orders concerning his difpofal. In return, firmauns were difpatched 
applauding his condufl:, forgmng all paft offences, and continuing 
him in the vizarut, with Syed Abdoollah Khan as his deputy, to 
whofe care Jehaundar Shaw was for the prefent to he 
All thefe gracious aflurances fatisfied Afilid ad Dowlah, and had 
fuch an effect on the ameer al amraj his fon, that he thought it 
befl: to remain at Dhely, and wait the emperor’s mercy, which he 
hoped would fpare his forfeited life and fortune. 

When Ferokhfere arrived near Dhely, he commanded Afllid ad 
Dowlah and his fon to be brought into his prefence. They were 
both received with the honours due to their high rank ; after which, 
the former was allowed to return in fafety to his own houfe, but 
the latter was led: to a private tent, and, after a few queftions had 
been afked him,' he was ftrangled, as a punifhment for his grimes, 
and an example to others. His body was ^terwards tied with the 
head downwkds on an elephant, together with that of Jehaundar 
Shaw, who had put to death in prifou., ^ expo^ in. the 
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ne\v emperor’s train, when he made his triumphant entry totlie 
palace j after which, both bodies .were thrown into the ftreet, before 
the great mofque, and remained feme days a fpedfacle to tlie mob. 
The eftates of the father and fon were confifeated, and their fa- 
mily, which had filled for above two hundred years the highcil: 
Offices of the ftate, was thus in an inftant levelled with the duft, 
and, like that of ’ Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitors 
were alfo puniftied with death, which imprefled the fubjedt with 
refpedl: for government, and proved that however, for a time, 
treafons might be attended with fuccefs, at length the profperity of 
tlie houfe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition. 

Such is the .firft beaming of the heaven-given fortune of his 
liiajefty, which, by divine bleffmg, is afeending to tlie zenith of 
glory and renown. Piaife be to God, by whofe favour the con- 
clufion of my book is aufpicious ! and mercy upon the chofen of 
mankind, Mahummud, his defeendants, his friends and foilow'ers, 
forevermore! Amen. 

/ # Known iiiEttfope by the name of Barmecides, as mentioned In the life of Harooa 
: in tl» Of the Caliphs. 


W-. IBIS. 





, MVVP.,; -i.. ...,, ,v.l/ :t„ w . , > ' I 




PART V. 


CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY 


AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS, 



c, ' - 
iiL'-x ■ 








P R E F A C E. 


In the compMoa of the Mowing part of my work, I have 
ufed chiefly the authority of Perfian manufcripts, a lift of which 
is at the end of the volume; and from much converfet^^^^^ 
with many principal and well informed natives on the 
of their hiftoiy, I can aflert the received authentici^ of the 
fads: related. ; ' 

For the account or^ A^^ 

Shaw Aulum, from 1771 to 1779, I owe the chief materials 
to my friend Lieutenant Colonel Pol ier, whofe long refidence 
and conneaions at the court of Dhely enabled him to obtain 
the befi: information of public and private tranfadions. 

The Perlic Journal of the cruel proceedings of the unprin- 
cipled and inhuman Rhohilla chief, Gholaum Kaudir, was written 
by an eye witnefs on the fcene of their perpetration, and tranf- 
mitted me by my brother Captain Richard Scott. In this, 
and fuch other materials that would bear it, literalily. as much as 
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pofEble has been obfervedj but I will not pretend that the 
following pages are wholly tranflations, fome anecdotes having 
been inferred from oral information, alfo a few obfervations on 
charaders and circumftances, of my own. Thefe it is^ necdlefs 
to point out, as the variation of idiom will diftinguiih them 


from the parts tranllated. 



FEROKHSERE. 


WmN the new emperor Ferokhfere had repofed a few days 
om h,6 fttigues, and order was reftored in the city of Agra, he AO.!?,! 

egan his marclr towards Dhely/ and £hortly after arrived at Khiz- 
zera ad, about four miles diftant from that capital. The next 

IZf were honoured with dreiies and other * 

own r former was dirmiffed to his 

maineT -^' latter commanded to wait. He accordingly re- 

mained m the divan with Khaujeh Mitn. In a little time a din- 
n^was kou^t m from the royal table for the ameer al amra, ^ 

\^o at firft refufod to eat, fof^aing poifon j but on the khameh’s 
ofenng to partake, his fears fobfided, and he agreed to dine. The 
khaujeh now obferving, that it was contrary to the rules of court to 
eat in the divan, propofed moving to a ' fquare of Ikreens in the area 

^ ^ ■ '■ -before 

title*!’'' Dowlah, alfo 

'» Hall of audience, ' 

' Called in India kanamts. They are made of coftrm r • 
ered, but generally in ftripes of red aJdwhite or bL Ind 4t’ IS”ren 
Hgh, and ftrengthened with the bamboo Cane, fewed in at five or fix feet dif- 
ance, winch prevent their bellying with the^ 'wind ’ The tp^nto - f 

r"'”- s 

plain red, and called ferra perda. W ten feet high, which are always 
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before it, which they did j ^ ^rKhltjeh Mm 

ruLd into the court and furrounded the fciuare. 

Half an hour had not elapfed, when Abdoollah 
, r *1, n.nw'iufs or domeftic fervants, came out horn tlie 

1" a": and entering the ikteens, fpoke as follows 
to the ameer al amra. 

« His majefty commands you to inform him why you > con- 
» fined Kaum Bukhfli in Dekkan, and illufed his friends, contrary 
.. m loplty and refpea to the emperor P- The ameer al amra 

unhefitatingly anfwered, ' 

.< I confined the prince by the orders of Aulumgeer, his foverei^ 
<■ and mine. Had he commanded me to imprifon my om father. 
“ Iflioold have readily complied.” Abdoollah Khan then wit - 
drew,, hut inftantly returning from the emperor. &id, 

« You' ^3id chief minifter of ” Azim Shaw, 
“ was it aiaing loyally 'to defert him in the field, and feek your 

own lafety by flight? He anfweredt 

« While he was alive I kept the field, but when he was flain, 
« I dared not to oppofe a prince of tlje blood without ^ ° 

equal dignity at the head of bur amiky»” Upon this, 


sf^ 


‘ The prince Kaum Bukhfli was confined at the fiege of jinjee, a ftrong 

torsCs Jthe celt of b&s tongly » "f" “ 

joining the enemy and rebelling againft his father Aulumgeer, as related 

Memoirs of Eradut Khan for this tranfaaion. The ameer al amra 
v,as the principal general of Azira Shaw when defeated by his brother Shaw; 
Aulura. ' 
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Kli&n rcturncdj but coining bflclc ibon^ ikidj wsrc tlis cir— 

** cumftances of your condua to the martyred prince, his majefty’s 
** father, Azeem Oofliawn ?” 



The ameer al amra anfwered, « He behaved inattentively to 
'' me, and I then attached myfelf to his brotlier; but in this did 
** no more than other nobles, who each embraced the caufe of the 
** prince he bell loved, and from whom he received the greateft 

« Why was his majefry’s beloved 
« brother inhumanly murdered in cool blood, many* days after the 
battle, when other princes were allowed to live ?” The ameer 
al amra convinced, by this queftion, that no fubraiffions or en- 
treaties could Ipare his life, angrily exclaimed, “ If X am to 
** kill me inftantly, nor vex me longer with vain interrogations.’* v 

XJpon this, Lacheen Beg and other * chelas fuiiin|f upon h 

threw him on the ground ; and having frrangled him with a bow- 
ftring, ftamped upon his bread:, and dabbed him with daggers in 
feveral parts of the body. When quite cold, the corpfe was drawn 
out with ropes, and cad: without the court of the divan, as a ’ 
fpedacle to the populace. His effects and eftates, with thofe of his 
father, were confifcated to the royal ufe. 

The day fucceeding this tragedy Ferokhfere marched from 
Khizzerabad, and made his public entry into Dliely with imperial 

fplendour, 

» Every prince of Hindooftan has a band of attendants diftingwiflied by this 
appellation. They are fuppoftd' to be always ready to devote their lives, and 
are too often employed in aflaffinations. Tippoo Saheb has a battalion of them, 
among whom he has enrolled many of our unfortunate countrymen, whom he 
forcibly circumcifed. They are generally captives taken in infancy, or purchafed 
flaves educated under the eye of the prince, ; The jeoghiails in the court of 
Conftantinople are of a fimilar defcriptidn. . 
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folcndoiir. The heads of the late emperor his uncle, Jeliaundar 
iw “td the ameer al amra, were carried on poles m the caval- 
cade/ their bodies hanging feet upwards 

marks of his triumph. The aged mmiller Afoph ad Dcwlah was 

alfo compelled to attend the proceffion, fhabbily dreiTed, m a pa an- 

f 3 accompanied by the ladies of his family, as fpcdators of 

^ ’ j'f Thev were afterwards confined in the palace 

their own difgrace. They were arierw^i 

of Khan Jehaun. Raja Soobeh Chund, dewan to ^ ““'“J 
amra. had his tongue cut out, and has property eued. Be n 
« felf-fecure from the retribution of your aOions, for every iced 
.. fown produce* its kiud.” htoy nobles and ^ 

late empLr were put to death by the 
ments. Aiz ad Dien, foa of Jehaundar Shaw, Ah 
of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon Bukht, younger bto*cr to 
fere, were deprived of fight by a red hot iron drawn over *e* 
eyes. Owing to *e unjuft fiaughter and pundhments mfitfted on 
numbers innocent of crimes, perfons of all ranks were feized wi i 

horror. The dread of death Was fo great, that many noWes pre- 

vious to going to cotirt ufed to take leave of their famdies, and on 
tiieir retafa, |ipme piFer prayers and alms, as in thankfgivmg lor 
efcape from toger, . 

‘ 'si,-, . ,1 

Ferokbfere had not long enjoyed the throne, when a jealouy 
arofe between him and the vizier * Koottiib al Moolk, ^ 

extended to open contention, and finally occafioned the downtall 
of the empire and ruin of Hindooftan. The vizier, after the vi ory 
of Agra, had been difpatched IP fetde a at Phely, where, 
without confulting Ferokhferer h® difpofed of two pixncipa 
offices to his friends j but the emperor on his arrival wilhed to con- 
fer them on other peribns. Koottub al Moolk upon this, obferved, 
that if} in the very commencement of his office, his advice lliould 

not 


a Syed AbdooIIah Khan, appointed vizier with the above title, on Ferokhfere’s 
accelfion. It fignifies, The axis of the ftate. 
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J miah, FeroJchfere s private favourite, remarked to him, that how far 
oever princes might truft fervants with power, yet they ought to 

oX fL important Nations wfhout 

orders from the prefence. In ihort, though this difpute ended in 

he vizier s giving up one of the offices to the emperor’s choice 
ye it left mutual hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of 
onffifion in affairs, and the confequent difrepute of the vizier, his 
broto the ‘ameer al amra, and aU the fyeds of Bareh, was this* 

qualities of empire, penetration or con-^ 
m t flow mind and manners, and poffeffed only an 

dpfr f bellowing extravagant favours on men without 

ffert and of low rank. Yet generofity is fuch a quality, that. 

owever profufe, it has its admirers. Perfons eager of gain will 
praile it, and it leaves a good name to the poffeffor in this frail world 

faS° f the common people j but, la 

fad, he had not the lead ability for fovereign command, or even 
the lowed: office in a date. 

Meer Jumlah, envious and Mpiring, but void of capacity 
fcught fupenority over all the nobUity j and having fcattered to 4e 
wuids the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowiah and his fon 

“ century and half, «as meditating *e dei 
Itruaiq^ of the fyeds. He could not fee them the Patras of the 
peop e and guiders of adminidration. Koottub al Moolk alfo, being 
much addifted to women and luxuiy, fought for leifure, and had 
entruded the reins of his authority to his dewan Ruttun Chund, 
who had been purveyor to his family j a man, rigid in his idola- 

in Ta of the vizarut, 

ffie highed office m the empire. From thefe caufes, contentions 

• ai y encrealing, eventually ruined the imperial authority of the 


faonoured hy this title on Ferohbfere’s fuecefs 
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. had been eflablifhed four hundred year^ 

"ere abuT^d as traitors to A 

world was deftroyed by thefe. enmities, and the empire 
llan irrecoverably difordered. 

.^1 .. Me^er TUmlah, with their par tizans, had 

The emperor and Meer ju > . to 

formed a plan for the !^^’^^^^°^?]viaharaia Ajeet Sing Rhator6e, 

difpatch one for the pumfoment , j 4en jmilty of rebellion, 

who, iince the death of ; temples in his zemin- 

by deftroying the mofques and eietting t ^ 

Irv and, as yet, with impumty, owing to the wars ot oiiaw 

A f’ -fK kJo Kmthers the infurredtions of the fiks, and the > 

Aulom ^with h;s j death of Shaw 

fucceeding broils of the imperia y . ^ Houflem Alee 
Aulom till the prefent ttme. ^ . a„d Ajeet 

Sing, felted tiddi dread at his appr^h, 

lands took reftae in the faftneffes of the mountains, with his family 

'"d effi* NLithftanding the hints he received from court to 
oppofe the ameer al amra, he fent ambaffadors to ^ 

fb&rhiiefe-of his offences. As at this period tlie faction court 
flames of difagreement betweeii the emperor and 

letters to his brother, coiijiifml hM to haften to Phely. The 
'ameer al amra therefore, being fearful of delay, ^ 

miffions of Ajeet Sing, obliged him to pay a large ^ fj^f meJurt 
give a daughter in marriage to Ferokhiere, and fend his fon to court. 

■ After :coW«Jl5&g. to. treaty, Koottub 

,c' ’*11 'I Ilf hi/, \ i\-n 1 






, The i^is of Jlhatofti cillealSb: Mam, I»m S 

Hindooftan; but of late their power has much decreafed, and a great pa 
their territory been wrefled from them by the Mharattas. «* «,• !or.ae 

^ An offering of money, made on taking poffeffiou of an 0 ce 
from . government, alfo as an acknowledgment of fubmiffion on receiving pardon 
for Sate offences. 
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Koottub al Moolk being vizier, and his brother ameer al amra, 
it was difhcult to exercife any ad of government, fuch as the con- 
ference of honours, lands, or appointment to offices,, without their 
approbation, and they wiffied nothing to be done contrary to their 
■ pleafure. At the fame time, Meer Jumlah, the confidential minifter 
of tbe emperor, who had publicly fignified that his promife and 
fignature were the fame as his own, received applications and 
granted petitions, in order to obtain popularity ; but Ruttun Chund, 
dewan to the vizier, difpleafed at his interference, refufed obe- 
dience to the royal orders through the favourite 5 nor indeed would 
he forward any perfon’s bufinefs without a prefent for himfelf and 
his patron. For thefe reafons he was not only hated by Ferokhfere 
and Meer Jumlah, but by the people; yet, emboldened by the 
fupport of his mafter, he behaved with great iniblence. The bro- 
thers were enraged at Meer Jumlah, who on his part reprefcnted 
their conduit as dilloyal, to the emperor, who was fo much alarm- 
ed, that he wiffied to fecure their perfons by ilratagcm, and often 
tried to efieil it, but in vain. His plans wae betrajr^'d to the 
minirters, and only added enmity to enmity and injury to injury. 
It is faid, that the mother of Ferokhfere acquainted them with the 
defigns of her fon, as ffie was guarantee to the treaty between 
them, when the brothers had firfl: embraced his caufe againft 
Jehaui||iaf Shaw. 


The ameer al amra, on his return to Dhely, requefted the 
government of Dekkan, intending to leave Daood Khan Punnee as 
his deputy in that country, to receive from him a certain yearly fum, 
and to remain himfelf at court j but the emperor and Meer Jumlah 
wiffied him to depart. This he declined, fearful of leaving hife 
brother alone among enemies. The difpute on this point grew fo 
high, that the brothers left off attending the court, levied tfdops, 
and fortified therofelves in their palaces j whfie Ferokhfere 'held 
councils againft them with Meer Junftah, Mffiummud Ameen Khan, 
VoL. II. . t and 


4 



KKanDowraun; but troin nis irrewmuuu 

olanfLe changed day after day, and nothing was detcrmmed. 
Owing' to the rumours of thefe diffentions, bufmc& was at a (land 
to the capital, fo that the necef&ries of life became very dear. 

When much time had paffed to this 
interfered, the emperor’s mother went to the houfe of ^oottub al 
Moolk, tmdfatisfied his mind, by agreeing tlrnt his 
garrifon the citadel, while he and the ameer al amia vr i • 

Accordingly, the brothers came to court, a&M pardon fa then 
offences, and complained of the emperor s fufpicions o 
tachment from the ihfinuations of intriguing pci ons. a ing 
their fwords, they laid them at his feet, f^mg, we ai< 

«* ^ilty, here are our heaids, and there the inftruments o 
« mentj but if, from, regard to our fcrviees,^o^r 

“ be uneafy to the r< 

« prefence, that we may gather purity 
« and the holy tombs of 

, coptrai^c^'^" 

^ 'derice;” ” - 
lah, being promoted 
the prefence, i — 

Meer Jumlali was difmiffed to his government in a 

after the ' reconeiliai|p%, ^ , 1 Sf^a 9 L,al,Mpol|' .fas . x . 

kan, and Daw4;'l^i.orderpa.;;t^^ Boorahanporc, 

there to wait the 'coWnandsf'of the aipeer al .amra. 

' ' ■ ' Aft# 

» The grandfons of Mahummud by his daughter Fatima, the wife of Alf . 


deaths fhould 

■oval*mind, difplace and difmifs us from the 
^ ' • ' in a pilgrimage to Mecca 

^ illuftrious * anceftors. If it is the royal 
will to ufe ,our fervices, and keep us in the prefence, to liflen 
of the factious, and injure and difgrace us, is 
of juft fovereigns and the rules of pru- 
derice.” At l^gtfiW&s fere thus adjufted, that Meer Jum- 
1 to the fouliadary of Bahar, fhould be baniflied 
and the ameer al arnra march to Dekkan. 

few days 
recaiied; from Dek- 
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After thefe arrangements, the emperor, who was recovered A. H. 
from a fevere * illnefr, which had hitherto prevented the celebration 
of his marriage with the daughter of Maharaja Ajeet Singj„ iflbed 
orders for preparations for that ceremony. The ameer al amra 
conduded the feftivities on the part of the bride, and the marriage 
was performed with a fplendour and magnificence, till then unfeen 

'fr 2 ■ among 

» It was about this time' that the Eaft India Company obtained their firmaua 
of free trade from Feroklifere. The embafly fsnt to him had been forac time 
unfuccefsfully employed, owing to the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, when 
an accident occalioned a fudden and fortunate concluiion to the negotiation. 
Ferokhfere was feized with a diforder which the (kill of his own phyfidans 
could not cure, and he was given over by them. Reduced to this extremity, 
he was advifed to truft his cafe to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the embafly^ 
who, by an operation, redored him to health. During the operation it was 
reported, that the emperor had died under the furgeon’s hands j and fo great 
was the fury of the populace, that they furrounded the houfe of the emfaalTa- 
dors, threatening to deftroy them. They were only to be appeafed by Ferokbfere’s 
(hewing himfelf to them from a balcony of the palace, and aiTuring them t-hnr 
he had received new life from the (kill of . Mr. IJamiltpm^, this the 

EnglKh became as much venerated, as they had been before tf^rpufed. Ferokh- 
fere conferred great marks of diftindHon on Mr. Hamilton, and promifed to 

grant any favour he chofe to a(k. Mr. Hamilton, inftead of requefting rewards 

for himfelf, befought the grant of the Company’s requifitions ; which were in- 
(lanlly complied with, and the fees of office remitted. Upon the return of the 

embafly, the emperor was very urgent with Mr. Hamilton to remain in his 

fervice, which he declined for the prefent} but promifed to return, when he 
(hould have fettled' his aiiairs at C^cutfa. Arabng the prefents made him by 
Ferokhfere, were models of all his, furgical inftruraents of pure gold. Mr. 
Hamilton, foon after his return to Bengal, died of a putrid fever ; and the 
emperor, not fatisfied with the account of this event from the governor and 
council, fent an officer of rank to Calcutta to examine the truth from the 
natives, whofe foleran teftimony and that of the Europeans were taken to the 
emperor, i had this anecdote from Mr. Haftings, who tells me, that at his 
firft arrival in India there were living witneffes of the circumftances of it, and 
Mr. Hamilton’s monument was to be feen in the burial ground of Calcutta, 
upon which the account of them was engraved. In a Life of Fcrokhfci^ the 
circumftance, of his recovery by a Eutopean *S. mentioned alfo the de- 

lay of his marriage from ilinefs. The C^mpa%' o*e fomeihittg; fb tlie memo- 
ry of a man who fo nobly preferred their innsreft to his own advantage. 


aurungzebe’s successors. 


..ongd. pri-oes of 

added to the royal “P ^ Jf ^ ^^d the faint luftre of the 

rivalled the planeB. and P 

^3. High ^d “rie pato of the ameer al 

rthl";ite^S - ^ 

"Sdt ofUcal inllruments and acelanra- 

tions of the populace. 

The ameer al amra, having 

any breach of the t^d o Miety in twenty days, 

Koottub al Moolk, he ^ emperor howewct bad 

began Ins march towa^ Dckkan. : tried valnor. 

reSled Daood Khan, &e Hue o ^ Mharattas, 

and poff'ffing gre" Bootahanpore, appar- 

fromthe government of Graa fecret .ordere to 

ently as depuqr to *e his arrival at Boorahan- 

oppofe and cut .him off. Dac^ J^n , ^ 

pore, began to ad as i in ep government of all Dckkan 

amra font a tne(&|e to bm, th ^ J hraW 

. had been confer^ him lub- 

Hs foot fom the circle ® ^ %lood Khan, difregarding this, 
roifhvely, or retire o , the city, and called to his 

pitched his camp uiricr . j j Mharatta chief, who had 

affiftanie Neemajee Sindia. a p P ^ 

been taken into the initial ip-.jaghixe in the 

the rank of fewi , 

. vicinity of AutungataOt ,, ,< 

The ameer al a^ ^vS^S'Sied’to pi^ 
"d“S;d aan, who regarded himfelf as the hero of^h. 
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age, was prepared to receive him* The engagement was very 
bloody on both fides. t)aoo|^ Khan had given orders to his ele- 
phant driver to carry him to' the ameer al amra, whom he was 
ambitious of attacking in perfon; and notwithftanding his advanced 
line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, was driven 
back with great daughter, he, with many of his chief officers 
mounted on elephants, made repeated attempts to break through 
the foe. His bravery began to alarm the troops of the ameer al 
amra, feveral of whole principal dependants were killed and. 
wounded, and among them Meer MulhrilF, the chief officer and 
favourite of his mailer, who was wounded by an arrow from Daood 
Khan, and thrown from his elephant. At length Daood Khan 
approached near the ameer al amra, whofe army, now feized with 
a panic, fled on all fides, leaving him with only a few confidential 
attendants. At this crifis, a matchlock ball llruck Daood Khan, 
who fell dead on the feat of his elephant ; and the day of his prof- 
perity funk into the darknefs of dellrudlion. His followers inftantly 
dilperfed, and the ameer al amra founded the trumpets of vidloiy, 
commanding the body of Daood Khan to be dragged at the tail of 
an elephant round the city of Boorahanpore. Isieemajee Sindia, 
who in the beginning of the adlion had retired to a diftance with his 
followers, came up to congratulate the vidlor, and his troops plun- 
dered the fugitives of his late patron. The efteas, horfes, and 
elephants of Daood Khan were feized by the ameer al amra, who, 
feme time afterwards, fent a few of the latter to court. 

TIfe following circumftance is related. Daood Khan, while 
foubadar of Guzarat, had married the daughter of a zemindar of 
that province, and £he was at the time of his death feven months 
gone with child. Determined not to furvive her lord, file ripped 
open her womb, fo as to fave the. life of the infant, and ffied. 
When the emperor received intelligence of the viftoiy gained by 
the ameer al amra, he wf^ much affidled, and foitL-to Koottub al 
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Moolk, that fo valiant and celebrated a chief, as Daood Khan, had 

beenunjufflyflaini when the vizier .^^erved, that had his ro cr 

fldlen by the hand of the Afghaun, Ills majefty would have been of 
a different opinion. 

. During this year, by the well conduaed valour of Abd al Sum- 
mud Khan, Bunda, chief of the fiks, who had pretended to roya ty, 
and committed great depredations in the province of Lahore, 
taken prifoner, and received the juft reward of his ® 

was * lineally defcended from an adopted fon of Nannuk Shaw, tti 
founder of the religion of the fiksi in the reign of the emperor 
Baber. Nannuk was the fon of a Hindoo grain mere a.n 
Kuttree tribe, and bem^ a youth of good capacity^ and^ pkafmg 

manners, engaged the notice of fyed Houffun, 5 celebrated dirvefh, 
by whofe iniruaions he made great progrefs in learning, and ^- 
came an admircir 'of .the 'fyAems ,of fpec illative and^cQntemp' ^ ^ 
divinity of the muffulmaun devotees. Having feleaed toe of then 
tenets, he tranflated them into the Punjaubee diale » ^ 

tions of his own, and called the compofition Kirrunt, which^ became 
the guide of his difciples, who at firft formed only a religious ledt, 
without 'lay% claim to . political confequence. Nannuk left two 
fons, but neiiher fupremacy of t eir 

which was given by diddfioft th^Angud, one of their fat ers o- 
lowers, who held it thirteen years. He, having no fon, was fuc- 
ceeded by a difciple, who prefided over the order twenty two 
years, and though he had fons, he placed Ramdafs, his fon in law, 
in the dif edion. Ramdafs lived only feven years, and vm fucxeeded 
by his fon Goorroh,Arjun,-.^hofe fon^ Govind inherited his 
dio-nity. Hir Govind’s dying, he was fucceeded by his 

<Trandfon, Hir Roy, who mef tonteeh years ieft this world, and 
was fucceeded by his infant foil Hir Kilhen, He having no ifliie, 

» This is contradi£ted by other writers, who fay he was of obfeure parentage j 
4sur the ' fibs believe this account of bis defcent, or affe£i to do fo. 


his uncle Teeghe Bahadur, younger fon of Hir Govind, was elefted, 
but was put to death as a dangerous heretic in the feventeenth year 
of Aulumgeer’s reign, he having colledted his followers, and levied 
contributions from the inhabitants of his neighbourhood, in con- 
jundlion with Hafiz Adam, a mufiulraaun devotee, and his votaries. 
Some time after the death of Teeghe Bahadur, his fon Goorroh 
Govind, having colleded his followers, gave them arms and horfes, 
which till his time they had never ufed, and began to commit 
depredations j but he was foon obliged to fly, and two of his fons, 
being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being defirous of return- 
ing to his home, he prevailed on fome Afghauns to condudl hirn, 
dilguifed as one of their devotees, through the army ftationed at 
Sirhind ; and for the remainder of his life kept himfelf retired, 
having lofl: his faculties in grief for his fons. He ordered his dif^ 
ciples to wear blue, and leave their beards and the hair of their 
heads unfhaved, which they do to this day*. He was fucceed^^^ 
Bunda, one of his followers, who was alfo called Goorroh Govind. 
This man obtained great power; and while Shaw Aulum was in 
Dekkan againfl: Kaum Bukhfli, colledted his followers, to revenge 
the death of his predeceifor’s Tons. He committed the greate.ft 
cruelties on the mulTulmauns, in every advantage fhewing no 
quarter to age or fex, and even ripping up women with child. The 
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceflary to march in perfon againfl: 
him, a®^ in the fortrefe M 

was taken, but Bunda found means to efcape, and raife new infur- 
redtions. 



» Tfie fiks admit profelytes from any ieSt. They profefs deiftn. Their cere- 
TOonias I am not informed of. They mourn at a birth, and iejoice at death. 
It i$ faid, every profelyte is obliged to drink the water, in which fbrhe fiks 
have waflied their feet, «iixed with hog's ilood ; a horrid abomination to a 
pious muflulmaun.., Hindoo profelytes drink water, in which a few drops of 
a cow’s blood have'heen -mingledi^ ' .-."j:-; - 


aurungzebe’s successors. 

The death of Shaw Aiilum, the difputes of his fons, and the 
unfettled ilate of Jehaundar Shaw’s government, prevented means 
being taken for tire extirpation of the herefy ; and Bunda, taking 
advantage of the diftradlion of the times, acquired an alarming 
degree of power. Upon the acceflion of Ferokhfere, Iflaum Khan, 
foubadar of Lahore, was fent againil him, but defeated with great 
daughter i upon which Bazeed Khaun, fojedaur of Sirhind, was 
commanded to punifli him, and took the field. He was afiaffinated 
in his tent, when alone at evening prayers, by a fik, commiffioned 
for that purpofe by Bunda, and the murderer efcaped unhurt. Abd 
al Summud Khan, governor of Ka&meer, was now promoted to 
the ibubadary of Lahore, and ient againfl; the rebels with a great 
army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take 
refuge in a fortreft, which was blockaded fo effe<ftuaHy, as to ppt 
: -every '|upp^.:E'isTi^^ induced to 

ing cows, horfes, affes, and other animals forbidden by their laws ; 
when at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and being 
reduced to the extremity of famine and difeafe, they begged for 
quarter. Abd al Summud Khan, having planted a ftandard on the 
plain, c^papwded foem .tb come out and lay their arnis unile^ 
which they.^d, ||e, .^en divided the meaner fort among his chiefs, 
who cut off their h^ds, and threw their bodies into a river near 
the fortrefs. The chiefs and perfons of rank he put in chains, and 
placed them upon camels and alles, with caps of paper on their 
heads, and proceeded with them to Lahore in this manner, to e^ite 
the derifion and infults of the populace. The mother of Bazeed 
Khan, whofe murderer had been , rewarded by the fiks, and diftin- 
guifiied by the tide of Tara Sing, his . being pointed out to her 

in tlie proceffon, threw down a nbavy ftone from the roof of her 
houfe as he paffed, and killed him on the fpot, in revenge for the 
death of her fon. After fome days, Bunda and the other captives 
were fent to Dhely ; through which he was carried in an iron cage 
“ “ an elephant, dreffed in a robe of gold brocade, and upon his 


«. *-* JLTk. ’Suf 






head a red turban, embroidered with gold. Behind him fat n 

‘ fo a cat upon a ftafF, to denote that not an animal h^i * 

liim was fpared fi-om ilau^hter After h;. 

and tw I feferhunttd tr 

TheViks bore'thl hfuhs of outwards, 

and fteadily refufed the 5 * with the greatefl firmnefs, 

bnce the fX^Th “ ^ ™““ <=“■ 

<hed each day XX*' r P“ “ hon. 

and his fon, with their rXw d'' *" "'S’**’ 

the citv TIia - reinaining friends, were executed without 

proceffion. A^dagger"" w^lS -f of execution in ridiculous 

was conamanded toTd, .ttXhnl t X 

flam by the executioner Inio u * reiuling, the child was 

&her4outIn ~ 

his flefli with red hot pincer<i^^ ^ieath, by the tearing of 
with the greatefl: conflancy L h.d I 

is raid, hemadeth?^! ■ " martyr to his faith. It 

whohadremonftrated witTv Mahummud Ameen Khan, 

^ remomtrated with him on his condud : « When the fine 

" themeaXf iufficeTdfd 

“ more powerful that be ” ^ hands of one 

*• WhatXS cmeto ITZ X 

" a=w not the rod of the AlmigX ““ *' *"y 

Perokhfere 

• The fiks now poflefs the provinces ’ of Lahnm P • t. 

great part of Dhejy, and LnirS thL T ’ and Monltaun, 

roads on the navob' vizier’s dominions but hav?^h “ore than once made in- 

opmmions, but have b«n as often ca% repelled 
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A. H. 1128. Ferokiifere had levied a body of twenty thoufand horfe, and 
A.D. 1715. fettled the pay of each man at ‘fifty rupees per month, which had 
now fallen in arrear a whole year. of the officers having 

from two to nine hundred pien, had ferved, in hopes of procuring 
jaghires, without perfonal pay, durpg this- period, at the end of 
which ordera were iffued to difinifs them. At this crifis, aha, Meer 
Jumlah arrived at Dhely from his government of Bahar, where 
affairs were in the utmoff confufion, owing to his bad condu^., 
He had kept up a greater force than he could pay, fo that the 
foldiers became mutmous,, and oommitted the greateff outrages and 
oppreffions on the. inhabitants of the city of Fatna, and the diffridts.. 
Meer Jumlah, dreading a revolt as dangerous to his, perfonal fefety^ 
fled unknown to his followers,, and travelling in a covered litter 
reached Dhely hi fifteen days, firosa, P?thaj>, His fudden arrival gave 
imiverfsd credit to reports, which tedl^en prevaahng, that Ferokh-4 
fere was meditating |h<§ irnpifonme®^ of the vizier j and thswgh he 
was not admitted to the prefence^ hat received tokens of the royal 
ffifpleafure for quitting his government without orders, and went him- 
felf to viflt Koottub al Moolk, whpfe mediation he begged with the 
humhN^ futi'eaties, his condudt was, interpreted as deceitful. The 
^chatg^ flaw>tonS; for arrears, had furrounded the palaces 

of Mahnmrol AWItW hhaa Dowraun* deputy to the 

apaeer al amra, Mcer whkh was attributed to the 

intrigues of the latter, and an intent of feizing the vizier in the 
tumult. Koottub ai Moolk being alarmed, colleded his dependants 

from 

by the approach of our army. They have a traditiqn amon^ them, from their 
founder Nannuk, that thehr otto ahd“ p^wer will be dcftroyed hy white men. 
from the weft ; and they regard European*! a» the peoi^e deftined to fulfil the 
prophecy. Nannuk is faid alfo to havf told the emperor Baber, that hi? 4 e- 
fcendants would fill the throne of Dhely for ten generations, and no longer. 
If fo, this prophecy may be regar^d as nearly verified, Shaw Aulum being the 
tetith io defcentj^ and it is more than probable, that after him an emperor 
wift ceajTe to be acknowledged in Hindooftan. At prefent he is merely nominal* 
*« Between five and fix pounds fterling. 
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! from the neighbouring diflricJts j and during five or fix days the 

, capital was a feene of confufion, both the mutineers and the forces 

, of the vizier being under arms, watching the motions of each other 
day and night. ,At length Meer Jumlali took refuge with Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khan, and Ferokhfere, to calm the fufpicions of the 
vizier, liaving removed him from his employments, baniflied him 
, to Lahore, and fatisfied the fbldiery j but this, as there was no lin- 

cerity between the parties, did hot put an end to their jealoufiesj 
.. fo that the emperor never went to hunt or made a movement, but 

arofe that it was to feize Koottub al Moolk, who was 
always in alarm, and furrounded by troops for his protedion. 



In this year died the Navob Afoph ad Powlah AfTud Khan A. H. 1129, 
Bahadur, father to the late ameer d amra, in the ninety fourth lunar *7^®- 
year of his age. He was defeended from an illuftrious family of 
Turkoipauns. His father fled from the oppreffions of Shaw Abbas 
of Perfia into Hindooftan, was railed to high rank by Jehattngeer, "" 

and married the daughter of a near relation tn his emprefr Noor 
Jehaun. The name of Afoph ad Powlah was Ibrahim. He was 
very early noticed by Shaw Jehaun, who married him to a daughter 
of his vizier Afoph Jah, brother to the emprefr above mentioned, 
and promoted him to the office of fecond bukhfhi, which he held 
till the fifteenth year of Aulumgeer, vvhen he rffifrd to 
rank of four thoufand, and a few years afterwards to the office of 
vizier, and higheft order of nobility, feven thoufrud. He was con- 
tinued in employment by Azim Shaw, upon whofe death he was 
dffiinguiflied by Shaw Aulum, appointed “ vaqaeel muttulluk, and - 
his fon made ameer al amra j but on the acceffion of Ferokhfere 
he was difgraced, had his eftates feized, and his fon was put to 
death. Since that period, he had lived upon a franty penfion in 
a . fort of confinement, but inuch refpeaed by all ranfcsT fr is 

“ An officer properly controuling every^iepartoeot, ijev^sr crawd but on gre« 
emergencies. To Afoph ad Dowlah it Was a mere nominal honour. 
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reported, that Ferokhfere, in his lafl illnefs, fent to afk his pardon 
for his treatment of him, and to requeft his advice how to ad to- 
wards the fyeds. Afoph ad Dowlah faid, that the emperor had 
been led to do wrong by his unlucky deftiny, and when he had 
ruined his family, he had deftroyed die pillars of the empire of 
Timur ; that as he had entrufted the reins of governmeiE to the 
fyeds, he ihould feek only their fatisfadion, for dilTention could 
only render his affairs worfe, and draw down ruin upon his own 
head. Afoph ad Dowlah was buried with great funeral pomp, 
at the expenfe of the emperor, in a maufoleum, ereded by his 
father for the family. 

Ferokhfere, by the advice of his favourites, had appointed 
feveral perfons to offices in Dekkan j but the ameer al amra, re- 
garding them as inimical to Ms authority, kept them unemployed 
by various excufes, and filled thek places with his own dependants j 
which enraged the emperor^ who was treated Mfo with the fame 
difrefped by his vizier at Dhely. The dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, 
controuled all the imperial offices, fo as to leave their pofieflbrs 
only a name. He farmed out in leafe the ‘royal demefnes to his 
own creatures J and the imperial dewan and Roy Royan, whofe 
peculiar employ it was to regulate them, finding it in vain to pleafe 
the emperor and his minklers, being divefted of all power, re« 
quelled to refign their nominal offices, 

Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to regain his authority, recalled 
-to court Einaipt Oollah Khan, who had been dewan to Aulumgeer, 

. ■ ,■ ...-r-:.' ■ 'K u, ' ■ intending 

* Left this expreffion Ihould be miftinderftd^, it is ftgnified, that the pro- 
perty of the foil is all in the emperor, and the landholders are removeable at 
pleaiure; but they were fuffered to be hereditary, unlefs in cafes of treafon, 
rebellion, or defalcation of revenue, except in thofe diflrids above named demefnes, 
which were referved for the private fupport of the royal houfehold, and were 
famed to renters annually, or in leafe, 


intending to reflore him to his former ofEce ; but this nobleman, 
fearful of offending the powerful vizier, at firft declined- the offer, 
nor did Koottub al Moolk, who had experienced his abilities, wifh 
for fuch a rival. He was, however, at length perfuaded by Akh- 
laafs Klian, his friend, who tried to reconcile the jarring interells, 
to confent to the appointment, on a proraife that Einaiut Oollah 
fhould not propofe any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices, 
without his knowledge and approbation, and agreed that Ruttun 
Chund ffiould not interfere in the management of the royal revenue. 
As. Koottub al Moolk, on account of the difpleafure of Ferokhfere 
and his own fondnefs for pleafure, &t but little in the courts of the 
vizarut, which occafioned great delay in bufinefs and vexation to 
clients, Einaiut Oollah requefted that he would at leaft come once a 
day to his office j which he promifed, but foon failed to perform. 

Einaiut Oollah Khan, notwithftanding his reputed abilities, did 
not confult the temper of the times, fo very different from thofe 
of the reign of Aulumgeer. He obtained the emperor’s orders to 
revive the * capitation tax upon infidels j which difobliged Raja 
Ruttun Chund and all the Hindoos. As many eunuchs, Kafh- 
mirians, Hindoos, and perfons of bad charadlers, had procured 
valuable jaghires, fo as to leave no fubfifience or rewards for the de- 
ferving, he wifhed to confifcate fome and leffen others, to make 
room for them. This regulation interfering with the dependants of 
Koottub al Moolk, he was much difpleafed, and all the deputies in 
office hated the ftridtnefs of the new dewan. The agreement be- 
tween him and the vizier was foon broken, and changed into mutual 
oppofition. A dependant of Ruttun Chund, who owed a confider- 
able -balance of revenue to government, was confined for the debt 
by Einaiut Oollah, who refufedto releafe him at the requefi: of his 
patron i but the defaulter finding means to make his efcape, took > 

» Thirteen rupees per annuni for every two tboufand of property poffslTed by 
tlie Hindoos. The lame, blind, ahd very ppor, were cxcafed. 


to 
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flielter in bis houfe, and Ruttun Chund would not give him up t® 
the royal officers. The emperor, enraged at his infolence, com- 
manded Koottub al Moolk to difcharge him firom his fervice ; but 
the vizier would not obey. 

Another great caufe of difagreement between the emperor and 
Koottub al Moolk was this ; Raja Jey Sing had been difpatched 
with a powerful army to reduce Chooramun, chief of the Jauts, 
who had raifed a rebellion in the province of Agraj die rebel, 
after a refiftance of neatly a year, being reduced to extremity, fent 
an agent to Koottub al Moolk, offering to pay 1^ a confiderable 
fum of money, a large pefhcufh to the royal treafury, and to come 
and make his fubmiffions at court, if he would procure his pardon 
and recall the troops of Jey Sing, The vizier, thinking to pro- 
cure a new and ufeful partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhfere, 
much againft his inclination, to accept the offers. The rebel 
accordingly came to Dhely, and was admitted once to the royal 
prefence. Raja Jey Sing was greatly difpleafed at the efcape of 
Chooramun from his hands, and complained to Ferokhfere of the 
indignity fhewn him in return for his fervices. Difagreeable intel- 
ligence aifo aniyed from Dekkan, which caufed frefh diSentions at 
tourt, aad -at length ifivolvcd the empire in confufion. 

When the ameer al amra, after the defeat of Daood Khan, had ? 

proceeded to the capital of Aurangabad, and began to the 

affairs of his government, he feiund that Kaundoo. Dhearee, who 
was eftabliflied on the part of * Raja Sahoo in tihie province of 
Khandefhe,' had' -etfiSed-: a ■';eh(Si'"Cf ■*:frnaR the high road 

between the port of ^trai andfriotn^ of Etoprahanpore. His Mha- 
rattas, iffuingfrom thefe flations, obliged merchants and travellers 
to pay a fourth part of their property j or, in cafe of refiftance, 
plundered them of the whole, and confined their perfons till they 

5:'::; ^ ChIef\of fee ^Mharattasi:■ ^ ^ 


received a ranibm. The ameer al arrira difpatched one of his chiefe, 
with four thoufand horfe and as many foot, to expell the Mharattas, 
and raze the forts j but this officer being drawn into an ambufh by 
Kaundoo Dhearee, who pretended to fty before hitn, was defeated 
and flain, with many of his troops, and the remainder were 
made prifoners. The ameer al amra now fent againft the rebels 
Mohukkum Sing, his dew^, and his own brother Syef ad Dien 
Ali Khan* governcwr of Bcwrahanpores, ia great force; upon which 
Kaundoo, not chufing to hazard an engagement, retired to his 
mafter Raja Sahoo in the fortrefs of Sittarra, but his followers con- 
tinued commit depredations as ufual, cautioufly avoiding their 
enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable to bring the Mharattas to a 
decUive adtion, marched to befiege Sittarra, when he was recalled 
hy the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diffentions 
a,t Dhely, and that the emperor had lent private orders to Raja 
Sahoo and ali the perfons of authority m Dekkan to oppofe and 
diftrefs him- From this caufe, though he was vifited by Mubariz 
Khajia, foubadar of Ahmedabad, and crther imperial , 
he never eould properly efiabliflb jMsaaihori^'iiiiBfig^^ Hyder- 
abad, or the. C^rnatics* 

emperqr Auhimgeer; in a war of twenty five years, had’ 
reduced kWQ remaining muflulmaun. “ monarchies ofEtekkan, and 
taken forty ,frqwi ^ Mharattas*. when Tara. Bhay, widow 

of Ramrauje*'t&«;.'^^'o&Ee4 to.fijhoait,^if he would allow her 
ten rupees in each himdrCd from cciie^iions of the country, as 
original proprietor of the foih The emperor, however, either 
difdaining to make terms with infidels, or from avarice, refufed this 
offer. Shaw Aulum, his fucceflbr, entered into negotiations for a 
treaty with T^ra Bhay and Raja Sahoo; but, owing to disagree- 
ments between the two latter concerning the divifion of the- ahow- 
ance, it was never finally adjufted,; , and upon his return from 

’ Dekkan 

. ... " , . ' ■ ' ' ' 

• Be^pore and Golcehda,' 
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Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, which the foubahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on 
condition that the jaghires of the princes -of the blood and his own 
fliould be excepted from this tribute j alfo, that his own agent, 
Heeramun, fliould foperintend their colledtions, and that they ihoukl 
not plunder or moled caravans. Thus affairs were tolerably con- 
duded during his government, and, at fird, in that of his fucceffor 
Nizam al Moolk, which laded only a year and five months j but 
in the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders. 

The ameer al amra, finding the emperor leagued with the 
enemy, and his brother the vizier oppofed at Dhely, thought it 
mod prudent to make peace, and bind the Mharattas to his intered. 
He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood 
Khan, with the addition of the allowance of deefinukkee, or ten 
rupees^;dn:-:/e:s'ei:ytl^ -fottiedjsr^thaf/®^ 

Chimnajee fliould refide as agents of Raja Sahoo, with a refpedable 
force, at Aurungabad, to receive the choute, and that they flbould 
edablifli colledtors in the didricts over the deefmukkee. Thus, for 
a time, the calamities of war and its attendant famine, which had 
vexed Dekkan for a long feries of years, fubfided, and the people 
began ■;|::?h||’ jhe;governors 

revenue were more didreiffed than ever, as they had now three col- 
ledors, one from the prefence, one for the choute, and a third 
for the deefmukkee. Ferokhfore was highly enraged at tfie ameer 
al amra for concluding this treaty, but had not the courage to refufe 
his afientj or ability to counteract the ufurpations of- his minider, 
who directed the affairs ef Dekkan he plcafed, employing none 
but his own dependants, andr.paying no attention to the royal ap- 
pointments, unlefs. he was affured of the fidelity of the perfons to 

About 
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About tliis time Ferokhfere had conferred the government of 
Boorahanpore, as deputy to the ameer al amra. u^n Jaun Nilfir 
Khan, an old nobleman of refpeaed ctorader, and «’“tcd y 
adoption to the minifters, in hopes that he would hearken to h.s 
advL, and become more obedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaim 
Niflar Khan arrived at the Nerbudda with only his 
tendants, not chufing to raife troops, left the appearance of 
ihould excite jealoufy in the ameer al amra, efpecially a - 
hummed Ameen Khan had been detached with an TCeS 

a province bordering on Dekkan, at bTTftt 

commiffion. Reports had already fpread at Aurun^bad, to the 
motive for the march of thefe nobles was the deftrudhon of tl^e 
ameer al amra, and had magnified the domeftic tram of one into 
eight thoufand horfe, as an advanced body to an army under 
latter of fixty thoufand men. The ameer al amra, however, tos 
foon better Lformed, by the receipt of letters ftom Jaun Niffar 

Khan who requefted an efcort of troops to bring him pre- 

jvnan, . . , • ' *.ai- " aSainft a 


fence. Ms fmall train being iiifaffickiit - 

banditti of Mharattas, who infeied tii6 htgh road, under Sunta. 

Tm. independantofRajaSahoo. The ameer a amra comphed 
With his requeft ; and upon his arrival at Aurangabad treated him 
^ :gr^t refpea, but delayed fending him to Boorahanpore, no 
frontier ftation to one fent by the emperor. 

exaltation of MahuBmiu^' SfcSud' This man, Jx ^ " 

mirian, and native of the fame' place as ■ Sahebeh Niffwann, mother 
to Ferokhfere, was by her introduced to the empror, whom he 
perfnaded that he could eafily effea the deftrudhon of *e fye*. 
^thout coming to open war, or caufing conMon the Ite. 
Ferokhfere, gratified by his fineries, fuddenly promoted him to^e 

•"JngliUi Chief of women. 
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rank of feven thoufand; with fuitable jaghires, and the title of 
“ Rukkun ad Dowl'ah. He daily conferred upon him the moft ex- 
travagant prefents of jewels and money; alfo the rich bedftead, 
fumptuoufly. adorned with precious ftones, of the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun. As Rukkun ad'Dowlah was a man of infamous charac- 
ter, it was fuppofed the emperor was a partner in his vice. By his 
counfel, Nizam alMoolk was recalled to court from his govern- 
ment of Moraudabad, and Sirbullund Khan from that of Patna, 
with great promifes of favour, to join their influence in the deilruc- 
tion of the fyeds. Ajeet Sing, raja of Rhatore and father in law to 
the emperor, was alio invited to court for the fame purpofe ; but 
immediately upon his arrival, feeing the irrefolution and varying 
councils of the cabinet, he thought it fafeft to attach himfelf to 
the vizier. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who expe<fted 
the : >tdzarht^ : ;ahdv=:am|er caly airirato 

that he intended the former office for Rukkun ad Dowlah, refolved 
to run no rifque merely to ferve the favourite, under whom they 
efteemed it a difgrace to rank. Upon this, the diilrid of iVToraud- 
abad was taken from Nizam al Moolk, and being with additional 
lands created into a foubahdaiy, was conferred on Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
Many others of the principal nobility were alfo invited to accompliffi 
the ruin of the miniftm j but all, finding that it was only to ag- 
grandize a worthlefs minion, refufed compliance. During thefe 
cabals, the " eeed al fitter occurred, when the emperor as ufual 
went in Rate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the pl ac e of 
worffiip without the city; and it was rumoured, that on this day 
the vizier would be taken piifoner or aflaffinated, Koottub a! 
Moolk attended, but no attempt was ffiade againft him. Jealou- 
fies and apprehenfions had now arifea to fuch a height, that he 
no longer thought himfelf fafe without his brother, and accord- 

iivy: ■ ^ 'I 

* Pillar of the Hate. 

■ * Feftival on conclufion of the great faft of Ramazan. 
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ingly wrote him to haften to Dhely fo*r -their mutual Jfecurity, 
as the moft powerful vailals of the empire were coIle£led in the 
capital, and Ferokhfere was daily planning fchemes for their 
deftrudrbn. 


The ameer al amra, enraged by the intelligence from his 
brother, refolred to march to his affiftance, and by a decilive blow 
to deftroy the power of their enemies. He had already, in order 
to alarm Ferokhfere, received with great pomp and ceremony 
from Raja Sahoo, a youth called Moien ad Dien, faid to be a 
fon of ‘Sultan Akber, and had requefted leave to come to court. 


as the air of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere 



was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with 
the vizier j who, in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother, 
took a frefh oath of fidelity, as did the emperor of regard and 
attachment i but there was no fincerity on either fide. Akhlaafs 
Khan was difpatched to afTure the ameer al amra of the emperor’s 
regard, and prevail upon him to remain in Dekkan. Kbdttub al 
Moolk employed himfelf in attaching to his intereft, or at leafl 
to ftand neuter, the few confequential nobility, who had not joined 
his party, and he fucceeded. Nizam al Moolk was promifed the 
government of Malwa, and Sirbullund Khan that of Cabul. Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn over ; 
fo that Ferokhfere had now no perfon of real confequence or ability 
attached to him, but Maharaja Jey Sing., He advifed the emperor 
to take the field, and truft his caufe to the alFedtion of his troops, 
who would be animated to their duty by feeing their fovereign at 
their head, and defert the minifter, but in vain. Ferokhfere, 
cowardly, and infatuated, would not quit .the walls of his palace, 
where he continued ; at one time laying fchemes for the aflaffina- 


.H, 1131. 
.D. 1718. 
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,„„ of the brothers, f 

oWpfl- fubmiffions, and imploring torgiveneis , every u 

freedom concluding in greater reftriflions upon his authority, an 

hazard to his perfon. 

The ameer al amra having placed his own gairifom in fuch 
r '^Jr f nptlr^^n as he chofe to retain, and given up the re- 

fortrelfes of Dekkan as ne ^ v« ^f tlipJr friendihio beean 

mainder to the Mharattas,. as the price or their hiendlhip, g • 
maiuu .,1 „„ nf above thirty thoufand horfe, ten 

his march, with an . jg J ^^e fort of * Mando». 

tbmifand of whom were Mharattas. i>iear uic luiv 

he was met > Akhlaals Khan, who had been 

by the emperor to affute him of his regard, and “ ^ . 

to return to Dekkant but *is agent was fecredy a fpy of *c 

vizier’s. Inftead of performing *e royal commiflion, he r^re_ 

S the reconciliaL of Ferokhfere - ff 

the dangerous influence of RUkkim ad Dowlah, and ^ ^ 

danger L vizier was 

Dhely with troops. ley Sing, who would 

Mahummud Ameen Khan, and f J “ „ „:,hdraw 

certainly fupport the emperor, fhould he but conf . ^ 

h’ f ^ fch Rukkun ad Dowlah. The ameer al amra tontmuea 

his march, and upm'hh, atrial ^T^^^YttrSotnib 

the emperor, alarmed at his approach, had paid a vifit 
al Moolk, honoured him by placing his turban upon his head* 
and that the moft facred oaths of friendihip had been tok« 
tween themi that on the following day the vizier, wdh Maharaja 
Aieet Sing, had gope to couit,. where prote^^s of fi e i y 

and favour were. rer^^4 -aha ;F^okh^^ fignified m fuE 

afiembly to Rukkun ad Skwiah «td his , dependants, that he 
would henceforth exclude all jealodies of the minifters from h^ 
heart. The ameer al amra, on hearing this news, faid in public 

» .Occe the capital of Malwa, now in ruins. It belongs- to the. Mharattas.. 


durbar with a loud voice, that if the emperor had imcerely no 
enmity againft him, and fhould receive him with real favour, he 
would on his part form no plans but of loyalty and attachment, 
and would, after receiving audience and delivering up his royal 
prifoner, return to his government. He was not however fmcere 
in his declarations, for it has been heard from the mouths of his 
intimates, that, immediately after, he told them in private, that 
he was convinced the emperor would ruin his family, fhould he 
ever have it in his power, and their only fecurity was in his de- 
thronement. He proceeded on his march, and at the diftance of 
about four days from the capital was met by many of the principal 
nobility, and his brother’s dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, who re- 
lated to him exaggerated accounts of the condud of Ferokhfere 
and his favourites i which enraged him fo much, that he "fhewed 
open contempt to Zuiiir Rhan and others, who had been fent 
from the emperor to compliment and allure him of the royal 
favour. At length they encamped clofe to Dhely, near the minaret 
of Ferofe Shaw, and, contrary to the * rules oF etiqndte, com- 
manded his hand of mufi^ 

faying, that he no longer confidered himfelf as a fervant of the 
emperor, and would not regard the royal ceremonials. 

Fei»fchifere, upon intelligence of fuch a mark of difreiped, 
was overwhelmed with dread, and at a loft how to ad. At one 
time he refolved to exert his authority, and take the field, to 
punifix the rebel j but his fears foon returned, and he had recourfe 
to mediation and entreaty. Maharaja Jey Sing novv again ad- 
vifed him to leave the palace; and encamp } alluring him, that 
he would inftantly be joined by the imperial fervants, who would 

, double ^ 

» Agreeably to the ceremonial, no petfon is allowed, without permiffion, 
to ufe the band or uobut within twenty four mOes of the royal refidence. 
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double the force of the brothers in number, and puniih their 
infolence i that it was moll probable their own followers would 
defert them, Ihould they fee his majefty refolved, and join the 
imperial llandard, when the minillers mull fubmit to his pleafure, 
or fly. Ferokhfere would not be roufed to a£tion. He now de- 
termined to give himfelf up to the rpercy of the vizier and ameer 
al amra, and even commanded all the nobility to receive their 
orders, and adl as they diredled. At length he received a meflage 
from Koottub al Mooik, that if he would difmifs Jey Sing from 
court, and confer the offices immediately about the royal perfon, 
fuch as the command of the palace artillery, the direftion of the 
halls of audience, and intendancy of the domellics, on their de- 
pendants, and admit a guard of their troops into the citadel, he 
and his brother would come and pay their obeifance with readinefe 

allured: 

confer the above offices on Koottub al Mooik and other fyeds, and 
receive their vifit on the fellival of the * noroze, which would be- 
gin in a few days. Jey Sing, having received the royal orders to 
quit Dhely vvithout delay, retired to his zemindary of Ambere, un- 
able to affill his wretched fovereign. 


' 

fi. ‘ 


,r 


ere having confented to the demands 
of the lyeds, on the eighth of l^ebruary their troops were admit- 
ted into the palace, and the royal guards withdrawn ; when 
Koottub al Mooik with Maharaja Ajeet Sing entered, and p^ofl- 
ed their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent 
treachery. None of the imperial fervants, but Rukkun ad Dow- 


lah, Imteauz 



4: ad . 


domellics 
and 


* Firft day of the Perfian folar year, which is obferved as a high feftival. 
The emperor is weighed in a fcale againfl: fomewhat of every fort, from jewels 
and gold to the moft common neceflariss of lif^ which are diftributed to the 
poor, _■ ■ . ■ 
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and eunuchs, were allowed to remain with the emperor. The 
ameer al amra, in princely Iplendour and parade, attended by 
his army, marched through the city, and entered the palace 
towards evening, his troops remaining under arms without, to 
prevent diforders in the avenues. He was received with the 
greateft diftindtion by the emperor, who ihed tears, and placed 
his own turban upon his head ; conferring upon him alfo, all 
the jewels he had upon his drels ; but the ameer al amra 
behaved haughtily, refufed part of the gifts, and having up- 
braided his majefty with ingratitude and want of confidence 
in himfelf and his brother, who- had been the inftruments of 
his exaltation to the throne, took his leave in an hafty man- 
ner, negled:ing the cuftonaary ceremonial of refpedl at his depar- 
ture, and returned to his camp. At the fame time the vizier, 
with his followers, left the palace, and the royal guards were 
readmitted to their ftations. 

Ferokhfere, though thus difrefpedfully treated by his minifters, 
who, it was eafy to perceive, were not no# to bd e 
reconciled to his authority by his condefeenfions, took no means 
to proted his perfon. It is probable, he thought the brothers 
would be contented with the powers of government, and leave 
him the name and pageantry of emperor, and that he had refolved 
to ftruggle no longer for greater privileges of royalty. Seven days 
paired* after the interview. On ; the evening of the feventh, he 
fignified his intentions to hunt in the vicinity of Dhely the follow- 
ing morning, but laid afide his defign on the receipt of a meflage 
from Koottub al Moolk, that the ameer al amra had fixed on the 
next, as a lucky day, to deliver up the captive prince he had 
brought from Dekkan, and to. receive his audience of difrniflion 
to his government. It has been the brothers had information 
that Ferokhlere’s :p'i£h to hunt was only a pretence to favour his 


efcape from their hands, and that he had refolved to dy to Ma- 
haraja Jey Singj hut this does not appear probable, as he had 
fuffered fo many days to elapfe Without attempting to quit the 
palace, which he could have more eafily effected in diiguife, and 
unattended, th'^n with his ufoal fuite and cumbrous train of majefly. 

On the morning of the fixteenth of February, Koottub al 
Moolk, attended by Maharaja Ajeet Sing, fome confidential de- 
pendants and guards, came to the citadel, and were 
before to dififlifs the royal garrifon, and fupply their polls with their 
own* The ameer ai amra then difpatched his troops to occupy the 
avenues to the palace, and about three in the afternoon came in 
great pcWip through the city, carrying in his train, upon an ele- 
ptot in a covered “ ambaree, the pretended captive prince > but 
he did not proceed to the palace, alighting at the pavUicm of 
Shaiffceh Khan, fome diflance frotti it* where he remained. The 
vizier and Ajeet Sing now introduced themfelves to the emperor, and 
demanded certain conceffions and appointments for themfelves and 
friends. Koottub al Moolk in angry terms fet forth, that in return 
Sl^ii8||ii^|g|asperfbrmed by bimfelf and' his; brother, . they had 
• :;iMnWi^;<|i^;ip|^|iided./ and treacherous attempts upon ; 

their lives j of whfelf' the rdyaf d^ers to Daood Khan and others 
to dppofe them were clear proofs j that they could not any longer 
fubmit to his authority, unlefs they had fecurity for their perfonal 
fafety* by all the ofiices of the palace being committed to. the hands 
of their own friends, upon which they mufl inlifh Ferokhfcrc, 
notwithftandhsg he faw hunfelf entirely in the power of his enemies, 
defired they would w^t till - the approaching feflival, when their 
requells Ihould be fcomplied With which the vizier refufed, and 
Rukkun ad Dowlah attempting to pacify his anger, was ordered in 
opprobrious terms to quit the citadel. This he did in the greatell 
confulion, and was conveyed to bis own houfe in the palanquin of 

^ ' . Imteauz 


» A canopied feat, 


Imteauz Khan, not uling his own, through fear of being moleft- 
ed by the troops. Ferokhfere now retreated to the apartments 
of the women, which he hoped would not be violated by the 
rebels. Night was advanced, and day, like the fallen flar of the 
emperor, funk in darknefs. The gates of the citadel were clofed 
upon his friends. The vizier and Ajeet Sing remained within. 
This night was dreadful to the inhabitants of the city. No one 
knew what was palling in the palace, and the troops of the ameer 
al amra, with ten thoufand Mharattas, remained under arms. Early 
in the morning, a rumour took place that the vizier had been 
killed by Ajeet Sing, who had refolved to proted the emperor, 
his fon in law 5 upon which feveral noblemen prepared to rife: 
againft the ameer al amra. By this time a quarrel had happened 
between fbme Ibldiers of Khan Dbwraun and a party of Mharattas, 
and while they were engaged, the train of Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
who was coming to vifit the ameer al amra, appearing, was miftaken 
by the Mharattas for an enemy, which flruck them with a panic, 
and they endeavoured to fly out of the cify. The pc|>ulace at- 
tacked them, and killed about fifteen hundred, with three chiefs 
of note. So great was their fright, that numbers quitted their 
horfes, and fought fbelter in houfes, where they were plundered. 
Mahummud Ameen Khan repaired to the ameer al amra, and ex- 
culpated himfelf from caufing this diforder. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
Sadaut Khan, Ms fons, and other nobles, had now drawn out their 
dependants againft the rebels in one quarter of the city, and in 
another, Munnower Azaree had colleded five thoufand men for 
the fame purpofe ; Eukkun ad Dowlah and other amras were alfo 
ready with their troops in another part. The friends of tlie ameer 
al amra, alarmed at the rumour of his brother’s death, and the 
fli^t of the Mharattas, were in a wavering ftate, and ready to 
make their efcape, when their courage was revived by intelligence of 
the vizier’s fafety. This was foon fpread abroad, and the emperor’s 
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femiits were difperfed with little bloodihed or refiftance. It was 
now confirmed that Ferokhfere had been taken prifoner i and the 
*nobut announced to the people from the walls of the citadel, the 
acceffion of RufFeh al Dirjaut to the throne, which appealed the 
tumult, and order was in great meafure reftored. Many houfes 
however were plundered, and the royal ftables burned, during the 
dillurbance. 

It is faid, that Koottub al Moolk repeatedly requefted Ferokh- 
fere to quit the private apartments, and defigned to leave him in 
poffehion of the throne, if he would confent to certain reliridtions j 
but the emperor would not trull his perfon from the haram. 
While arguments were carrying on between him and the vizier, 
the tumult began without the city, and Koottub al Moolk receiv- 
ed information from his brother, that no time was to be loll, as 
there was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the 
people. Reduced to extremity, he commanded fome Afghauns 
to force the doors, under the conduft of his brother Nudjum ad 
Dien, who having elFeded it, though bravely refilled by the 
Georgian, Ethiopian, and Turkilh women-attendants, entered the 
ladies* apartments. After much fearch, he found the emperor, 
furrounded by his' mother, wife, daughter, and other princefles, 
who entreated for his fafetys but, at fuch a time, in vain. He 
was forced from among them in the moll injurious manner, and 
immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of 
the the Ion of Rulieh al Kudder, 

youngell fon of Shaw Aulum, was then taken from among the 
confined princes, and leafe^ .bo ^tone, the title of '’Abou 
Berkaut Shumfe ad Dien l^ummud* His acceffion was an- 

^ ,’;-nounced: 

® Rand of Mufic. :■ ^ ' 

" Son of divine favour, Sun of the religion of Mahummud. 


nounced by the found of the nobut and firing of cannon, and in a 
few hours order and quiet were reftored to the capital. Excluding 
the reign of Jehaundar Shaw, which by fome is added to that of 
Ferokhfere, he fat on the throne of . Hindooftan fix years, four 
months, and a few days, according to lunar computation. 
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the accefiion of the new emperorj who was yet in his 

minority* it was ag^'eed* that Koottub al IVIoolk £hould lefide in 
the palace j which he filled with Ms own dependants and relations, 
removing even the eunuchs and other domefticks for thofe of his 
own choice. At the firfi: public divan a firmaun was iflued, at 

the capitation tax on unbelievers,, and orders were fent to the dif- 
fhreni provinces Gohfiim 

of their ports. Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under Arid confine- 
ment, his fortune confifcated, and proclamation made for the dif- 
of Ms erteds, as it was fuppofed he had fecreted great 
jewels given him by Ferokhfere among Ms 
friends. Severe tortures were alfo inflided upon his perfon, to 
compel a difclofure of his wealth. . The j^hires and property of 
all the dependants of the late emperor were feized, excepting thofe 
of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing, at whofe requefl: 
they were fpared, and the was allowed to return to her father. 
The “walla fliawee munfubdars and cavalry, many of whom had 
ferved long without pay jba .^lOpe of obtaining jaghires,' and thofe 
who had an allowance but were” greatly in arrears, were difbanded 
without receiving any part j and orders iflued, that fuch of them 
as chofe it, might enter the fervice of the ameer al amra, at fifty 
rupees per month for each horfeman. Mahummud Ameen Khan 

■ was 


A corps ralfed before Ferokhfere’s acceffion to the empire, by that prince. 
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was appointed fecond, and MuzzufEr Khan third bukhflii. Though 
Nizam al Moolk, regarding the uncertainty of the times, wifhed 
to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept the foubahdary of Malwa. 
Sirbullund Khan, who had marched towards Cabul, but had halted 
about thirty miles from Dhely to watch the turn of events, was 
recalled to court, and received a frefh inveftiture in his govern- 
ment j after which he proceeded. Mahumraud Reza w^as made 
chief cauzee, and Ameer Khan, an oH nobleman of Aulumgeer’s 
reign, appointed * fuddur al fuddoor i but all the affairs of revenue 
and jwAice were in fad: only the deputies of Raja Ruttun Chund. 
No alteration was made in the arrangements of the provinces, left 
it fliould occalion difcontent and confiifion, of which little had yet 
occurred at any diftance from the capital. 


The death of Ferokhfere is related in two different modes, 
both of which fhall be given, leaving the truth or falfehood on their 
•authors. : , 

It has been confidently laid by'jmay ciedibfc perfbns, that the 
brothers, without infiiding any perfbnal injury, committed him to 
the care of an A%haun ofEcer in a gateway of the palace. Ferokh- 
fere one night left his chamber, while his keeper was afleep, in- 
tending, to let himfelf down from the battlements of the citadel, 
by his turban and veftband j but was feon difcovered by the wary 
Afghaun, who forced him with: blows from the terrace j which 
difgrace fo affeded the unhappy peiacc, that he beat bis head with 
fuch force againft the walls, of his prifon as to fradure his ftcull, 
and he died immediately. 

Mahummud: Afhum relates the following account, which is 
given in his own woids* 


* An office fomewhat fiif ikr tCK chfef The of charity lands, 

and penfions to the learned and religious, were alfo under its controul. 
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“ The wretched emperor was confined nearly two months in 
** a dark chamber, enduring various calamities. A hot iron was 
drawn over his eyes, but it did not wholly deftroy his fight. 
Stifl anxious for liberty, he fent repeated meflages to the fyeds, 
begging mercy and reftoration to his tk-onej olFering to aft in 
** all afi^s agreeably to their pleafure. Sometimes he flattered 
** his keeper, Abdoolla Khan Afghaun, promifing him the greateft 
** rewards if he would conduft him to Maharaja Jey Sing ■, of 
which the Afghaun informing his employers, they became fear- 
ful of his efcape, and refolved upon his death. Poifon was 
‘‘ twice mingled in his viftuals without effeft; but being adminif- 
“ tered a third time, he was thrown into violent agonies, and 
“ continued long in torture. During his pangs he invoked curfes 
“ on his murderers, and called on God, whofe name had witneffed 

“ to be haftened with the bow-ftring, but it was with difficulty the 
executioners could place it round his neck, as he feized it with 
his hands, and they were obliged to beat tliem with clubs, fo 
that he was put to great pain before he expired. It was re- 
“ ported^ that he^ was alfo mangled with fabres j but the author 
has heard this contradifted by the executioners themfelves, who 
“ related the above particulars to him with tears of compunftion. 
“ The evening of the day following, the body was carried for in- 
terment to the tomb of * Hoomaioon. The populace attended 
the procefiion in crowds, curfing the fyeds, and lamenting 
** Ferokhfere, who was much beloved by the aiekner fort for his 
great charities towards them. They infulted the officers who 
condufted the funeral by abu&ve words, pelting them with ftones 
and filth I nor would any one receive from them the alms 
“ offered as ufual on fuch occafions. On the third day after the 
“ burial, all the poor of the city repaired to the terrace on which 

» Father of the emperor A kber. 
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** the' corpfe had been waflied, to renew their mournings j and 
** having fubferibed to procure “molowees and buy ‘’vidbuais, con- 
“ tinued lamenting and praying all night till the dawn of morn- 
** ing.” Thus far fays Mahummud Aflium. Bat furely the divine 
vengeance was (hewn in the misfortunes and death of Ferokh- 
fere, for he had inflifted thofe cruelties on others which he now 
tailed of hinifelf. As for the fyeds they fhortly alfo received re- 
tribution for their actions. 

The brothers, now pofleffed of abfolute authority and the im- 
perial treafures, aded as they thought proper. They divided 
money, jewels, elephants, horfes, and rich plate between thenii 
and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addided to women, feized 
feveral ladies of the royal haram for his own ufe. The new 
emperor was but a child, and no more than a pageant j but he 
did not long furvive his exaltation, dying of a confumption, after 
a nominal reign of four months and a few days s being fucceeded 
by his ycrtinger brother Rufieh ■ad ^©owIah.::'^:|i'-:f 

^ ^Truffeh 

‘At the fateah, or third day after the interment of a corpfe, the relations 
and friends of the deceafed meet to pray for the repofe of the foul, when 
viiftuals are diftributed to all comers and the poor. This ceremony is alfo 
renewed every anniverfary of the death. 
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Immediately on the acceffion of RufFeh ad Dowlah, a re- 
bellion broke out at Agra. The governor of this citadel, willing 
to take advantage of the troubles of the Eate, fupported by his 
garrifon and fome munfubdars of the province, proclaimed as em- 
peror fultan l^ekoQfeerj fdn of Akber, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer* 
hoping that he Ihould fpecdily be joined by Maharaja Jey Sing, 
and other nobles inimical to the fyeds. The brothers, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with RufFeh ad 
Dowlah from Dhely without delay, and reached Agra before the 
governor could receive any important affiftance. He held out the 
citadel for fon^ days, in hopes of fuccour ; but, finding that a 
plot was laid by his own troops to deliver him up to his enemy, 
he put himfelf to death, and the place was given up to the minif- 
ters, who punifhed a few of the officers with death, and remanded 
Nekoofeer to his confinement. Soon after this, Ruffeh ad Dowlah 
was taken ill, and being pad hopes of recoveiy, Nudjum Ali 
Khan was difpatched to Dhely to bring down one of the confined 
princes to fucceed , him. He upon Roofhun Akhter, the fbn 
of Jehaun Shaw, fon of Shaw Aulum, eldeft ffirviving fon of Au- 
rungzebe, who, with his mother, had been confined fmce the 
death of his father and acceffion of Jehaundar Shaw. Ruffeh 

ad 


Dignifier of the fete. 


ad Dowlah died before Ms arrival, after a feign of only three 
months. This event was kept fecret for fome days in the camp, 
to prevent diforder, till the arrival of ‘Roofhun Akhteri when 
the royal corpfe was fent in great funeral pomp to Dhely, where 
it was interred in the maufoleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his 
brother and predecelTor Abou Berkaut. 
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MAHUMMUD SHAW. 


RoOSHUN Akhter arrived in the camp at Futtehpore on the 
eleventh of Zeekaudj and on the fifteenth of the farhe mohth, 
about eight in the morning, being the feieded fortunate hour, 
added fplendour to the throne of Hindooftan by his aufpicious 
acceflion. He took the title of ‘ Abou Futteh Naifir ad 
Mahumtoud Sha;§4^\:' He was at this' time m hxs’'fijventeen#'3/^i;* 
Navoti ‘I&'mother/ followed ^him'ftom at^ being 


^eat'‘'jttil^ment' and-' good'' ienfo,* '(fid-''tk5t negle£t a 
regard to the circumflances of the times, but devoted her attention 
to acquire the confidence of the brothers in all affairs. The de- 

hufbaud Jehaun Shaw would have gone to 


Bier,;r;;;®^';iflh6 ^forbad, t^^ and commanded that no one 

apartments' to prefent offerings, 

I* refblved to remove every caufe of jealoufy from the fyeds. 

*■ Fifteen thoufand rupees per menfem were allotted for the expenfes 
of lir Itoufehold. The emperor was furrounded by the ^^pefid- 
antsdf Vn^r .^nd ameer al amra, without vvhe^p. i^efitlie did 
not even msbte/ freah the camp to take the air j aiki hy the inftruc- 
tion of his mofeef/ he ftadied wholly the pledlure ,6f hH minifters, 
who conduded the'''afii«''(;f;tiie'dhjirc’^ abfoluM'fway. 

As the brothers were, not fatisfied with the condud of Jub- 
beleh Ram Naggir, governor of Aleabad, who had fhewn them 

difrefped, 

Jl ' BsiiilMr of victory, champion of religion. 

** AW>t hundred pounds ftcriing. ‘ ; 



dafrefped, the ameer al amra prepared to march to that quarter, hut 
iuddenly received intelligence of his death, upon which he impru- 
dently obferved. It was to be regretted that his head had not 
been feen by the people on the point of a fpear. This ipeech 
coming to the ears of Gheerdhir, nephew to the deceafed, he re- 
folved not to fubmit to the authority of the fyeds, colleded troops, 
and affumed independance in his province. Upon this, the ameer 
al amra moved' the royal cainp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be^ thrown over the Jumna, and, giving out that he fhould 

emperor, detached ibme troops againft the 
rebel. About this time Meer Jumlah was appointed fuddur al 
luddoorj but the powers of this office, as of every other, were 
controuied by Ruttun Chund 5 infomuch that he even conftitotcd 
the judges of the Mahummedan law in the provinces. It is faid, 
that one day, taking fom* perfons to be introduced as cauzees to 
Koottub al Moolk, the vizier, laughing, obferved, that he ap- 
pointed mulTulmaun divines, though a Hindoo j upop which one, 
of his companions wittily remarked, thaf ithe hap- 
pily fettled his temporal concerns, to 

Ipuitual a^irs* . , 

Gheerdhir, alarmed at the threatened march of the ameer al 
am|% petitions to court, offering to evacuate the fort of Ale- 
abad, u fend Raja Ruttun Chund to aifure 

him of their tobiMhhip, ,a him to another government. 

His requeft was complied With, and the foubahdary of Oude was 
conferred upon him, with proniotion to a higher rank. Thisin- 
dulgence was conlidered as a proof of weaknefs in tlie miniftots 
by the provincial governors, who now began to relax ip their obe- 
dience. It was alfo rumoured abroad, that the brothers had dif- 
%ed;; .concerning ,the. .divifion of .plunder .ia^ the»citadel..o§i'^gra, 
whfckpt^aftond mMimfl: and Jealoufy antongtiicir-dcpi^^ ■ 




'Nizam 
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Nizam al Moolk, who had been appointed foubahdar of Malwa, 
had by his vigour and abilities reftored that province to a fiourilhing 
fituationj but the reputation he acq^uired rendered hun an objed 
of fealoufy to the brothers, who wiflied to remove him to another 
ouarter, favourable to his intereft than the frontier of 
where great influence with the Mharattas. They oirereo 

K i^e of four other foubahs, under pretence that the 
^a wHhed to refide in Malwa, as from its vicimty he 
•watch the affairs of his government of Dekkan j but 
loolk, not whhing ^ excufed himfelf. 


oik, upon information of the behaviour of the fyeds, 
off his obedience to their authority, amd feek an 
tr in Dekkan. To this he looked with greater 

and other Tooraunee 
weary of the pride and 
means to ruin 


n^^ fe^ donrti ‘had affured him they were 
haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every 
them, which would eafily be efleded if they could be foparated, 
and in^. probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 
ainra to that, quarter, They fent him aUb a pfivate note from 
the empetor, ^prefcg Ma encoumgement of U? extricate 

him from the liaft^. t^'theWKSi^.-aE^auieer and appoint* 
ing him to the nizamut of Dekk^. : Ifeam. Moolk began 
his march frofn Malwa, and intelligence^ of it foon reached the 
l^others, who difpatched Dillawer Ali Khan at the head of a con- 
fiderable army in purfuit. About this time advices were received 


MAHUMMUD SHAW. 


of tibie fuccefs of Abd al Summud Khan, foubahtdar of Lahore, 
againft: the rebellious Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur- 
redion in that province. 

Nizam al Moolk, having croffed the Nerbudda, prevailed on 
the governor of “ Afere to put him in poffeffion of that very im- 
portant fbrtrefs, for a large fum of money j and he was equally for- 
tunate in obtaining the citedel of Boorahanpore on the fame terms. 
He was ahqjoined his relation Eiwuz KJian, foiibahdar of Berar, 
a ^Bfcral cf reputation, and his whole amiy. Runna, a Mha- 
ratta chief inknical to Raja Sahoo, entered his fervice with two 
thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his ftandard; as 
did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the 
mother of Syef ad Dien Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the rmd to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, fent 
her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, who would not accept themj but 
treated her meflenger refpedfolly, and gave her an ejcort of two 
hundred horfe to condud: her to the army of E^wer Ali Khan i 
which adion procured him ^eat- credit* The'^aihed’ al amra, 
reeeivmg adviceof his rapid progrefe, prepared to march in perfon 
againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed 
peace, and that he jhould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to him, 
as ifow^ from the emperor. About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous tttealt having happened in Kaftimeer, between the 
muffulmauns and Hindoc®, ovring-^»to fome religious difputes, in 
which the greatefl cruelties were (COiamitted on both fides. 

This difagreeable intelligence was quickly followed by feme, 
frill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death cf 
Dfrlawer Ali Khan, with little lofs to Nizam al Modfe, who 
imrdbfog rapidly towards Aurangabad, Koottoh 'al MGOlfe''^ «0d; 

' ^ the 










* Once the capital of» the kingdotn of Khan4ethei reduced by Akber. 
now in pofiefiSon of Sindia, a Mharatta chief. 


It is 
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1^ ^ it was refolved, that the emper^* 

jfhoia march to Dhely, and the ame^ 
£ap ^^^^ but this plan .was delayed, owing to the 
the latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, partica- 
i Ameen Khan j' who, fufpeding treachery, had 
in his quartets j but this obftacle was at length 
|^^,j|re^ty of firiendflnp concluded. ^ ^ _ 

■ tq %e * amdmt ; of. fome Aoufends, who had 
e field on the defeat of Dillawer Ali Khan, joined 
Aulum Ali Khan at Aurungabad, who had march- 
■ with an army of five and twenty thouJand horfe 
. oi TWTn^ilr Twelve thou^d of this force were 


Aulitm Ali Kfian was defeated and flain, and his death left the 
nizam without a mal in Dekkan^ 

The grief and diforder which the intelligence of this misfortune 
occafioned to the brothers, is not to be expreffed, efpecially the 
ameer al amra, whofe wives and family were in Dekkan ; but he 
was relieved ftiortly from His fears for their fafety. The governor 
of Dowlutabad, though he had iuffei^d great injuries from him, 
had the generofity to admit them into the fortrefs, where he ihewed 
the&t^ atlention and refpe£t. News arrived that JVIubariz Khan, 

^dvernor of Hyderabad, had joined Nizam al Moolk with feven 
thoufand horfe. 

After much deliberation, it was agreed that Koottub al Moolk 
fliould remain at Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the 
emperor to Dekkan ; accordingly , the former, having taken leave, 
proceeded towards the capital, and the im|)erial ^my purfi ^4 ;|h® 
route to Dekkan. , 

The ufurpations of .the fyeds had long been regarded with dif- 
guft by the nobility, who in general wiihed their deftrudtion. 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkilh language 
with the emperor, had gained his alTent to the plans of Nizam al 
Moolk, and had refolved if poffible to procure the affaffination of 
the ameer al aibra; :^Tle communi^ted his intentions to'Saaudut A. D. 1720. 
Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. It was agreed 
to caft lots who fiiould ftrike the blow, and the chance fell upoti 
the latter. On the fourth or fifth day’s march from Agia^ juft 
as' the emperor had entered his tents, Mahummud Ameen 
pretending illnefs, took a fudden leave, and, com^ttnlcaCed th^ ptot 
to Hyder KodlH' .Khm,' commander of >the'^ rOyd ^trtille^;;:f-|^lo 
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• Afterwards ttavob-Jpf Oud<^‘.and grpat 
Afoph ad Dowlah. * . 
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asreed to rupport him wi* aU 1* force. He tod before gainrf 
over feverel rther chiefi to affift in defending the emperor and his 
friends, fhould the followers of the ameer al amra rife to revenge 

his affaffination. 

The am^r al amra, having conduced the oxj^ror to his 
tents, had taken leave, and was proceeding to ^ m a 

l^lanqiiin. He had reached (he gate *fctilia«l bat, when 

Hfder K.han appeared, holding a peti^i ar^ crying aloud for 
jaftice on Malrommud Ameen Khan. The attendants would have 
•dOT^' 'iiiffl tli€ M EtEirE coromEEded t ^ 

him approach, which he did, and prefented the paper. While he 
was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and 
fide.'. The- ameer al amraL’firdck the ^affin a 
.bis fiTOfc.- ■ at . the fame inftant -ayrng -out* **' I*ttt 
•the' . T&' '&oek ,of ,his motion pvi^&t the 
palanquin, awd he fei dead tiii &e gpMmdi A lumdred fwords 
were drawn in an inftant, and the daring affalEn was cut in pieces j 
bat a band of Moguls who had been placed ready by Mahummud 

M t^Kfean, now approaching, dilperfcd the attendants, and, 
W'lS.fed crf’ iie ameer al amra, earned it to the emperor. 


XShymt Khan, nephew to the deceafed, refolded to revenge 
bis death ^ and colledling what troops he could in the confufion, 
matched towards the emperor’s encampment i but Mal»mi»ud 
Ameeb-ilCl^ &fcaudut Khan, and other noble^^^^ placed Ma- 
hummud an eibphant at the head i&pir forces, and 

•drawn out the .•' artiHfet^.. ; •' A finact ^ 'ftarmiQi ‘ hhwever enfued, 

in which Ghynit" Khafi''Seu%'''kffied,''ihe';dep^daHts.-o^ ameer 
al amra fell into confufion* and were f&ni* difperfed. His tents 
were given up to the plunder of tho camp feilowers, who in an 

inftant 

, '! * • An cnclofure of network round tlxc royal tents. . = 



inftant levelled them with the ground, fet them on fire, and feized 
upon the riches they contained. : 

After this vidtory, Hyder Koolli Khan fent offers of pardon and 
encouragement to Mohukkum Sing, dew'an to the ameer al amra, 
which he accepted. Ruttun Chund had the fame from Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khanj but fearful for his life, he wrote a note to 
inform Koottub al Mooik of .whsat had happened, and then trying 
to make his . efcape, was feized by the populace, who hated him 
cruelty. After being feverely beaten, he was 
carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement. 
Several other dependants alfo fuffered, and many joined the em- 
peror’s party on aflurances of prote<3:ion. Mahummud Ameen 
Khan was now appointed vizier, with the title of * Eatimaud ad 
Dowlah : and Khan Dowraun ameer al amra, with the title of 
^Sumfam ad Dowlah. Their relatibns and dependants were ad- 
vanced to honours and high ftationsj and all whp ’had aJpfie^ hJ^ 
the defence of the. emperor were rewarded, by 
Eatimaud ad Dowlah fept oCthc; bodies al amra, 

Ghyrut Khan, and others, his ^relations flain in the ikirmifh, in 
great funeral pomp, to be interred at Ajmere in the tomb of their 
anceftors. How forcible do the words of the poet appear, when 
we ppOn the above events ! » This world, my fon, is not 

“ eternal, theriioire e:^pea not conftancy from its fmiles j even the 
« power of Solomon pafed awty.^^,^ !^^ he who leaves behind 
** him the reputation of JufHce and mercji” Thefe qualities were 
fully poffeffed by the ameer al .amra. His condud to Ferokhfefe- 
and his favourites, was from the neceffity of felf-prefervation i and 
who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thofe 
who %k to defiroy them? We have never heard of 3ny 
maE^,-wiiiipgly;'.rcjpgning _,thena,,.even among. the ^’chpfen of 'Gpdy^d 
Von.; 11, 1 ; 'i'., ' . . , - ' 

» Reliance of ■ •• ’ 

” Sword of the jikte.' . ' ' ; ' 



tJw proplicts. How could luch eminent peiiona^c« at. 

Moolkand the ameer al amra, fubmit th'eir lives and honours ta 
Ferokhfere, alfer the important ' Cervices they had yielded him, to 
laife the con%(|«ei¥» of fuch wretclKd .fevoutites as IVfeer Jumlah 
and Rukkiift k Ddwkh* who were infemmisJ^ their ykes ? 

■ kl Moolk Vs?a8 arrived within forty of S^^ea 

«‘&e! courier brought him intelligence of his brothers 
ato, ill a CMifofed note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were 
drowned in foriow^* and life to him now appear^ irkfome. Seeing, 
ho^fe^i no r^edy.but patience, he reiblved to proceed to Dhely 
wa&>ut*;ddky. Some^of his friends advifai hiila to march imme- 
dktely agairdlihe emperor, who probably was yet but weak, and 
ii^'ipteed,'t^ thfi' troops rf-theanicer ii amra he refi^d 

^ tippofe MahuiiimiKi'&twi', tinlefr 
fapportpd by'-^Hval'from'iPdelceiMlantB crf.Tipir. He diought 
fr mod: pnident^'to return to "th® ‘capital, 'knotiier '^i&ce'on the 
throne, flrengthen his interell by making friends among the old 
nobles refident in the city, and coileaing more troops. He accord- 
pisp^ed by forced marches; but in fuch diforder, that the 
plundered- his baggage, and fuch perlbns as 
coall’h^''it^^%P‘'wi!di his'- main body. One day, the officer who 
' gqarded his advanced tents was cut to pieces with his efcort, and 
a coiifiderable caravan bringing fupplies was plundered in a village, 
only tfrree mil^ from his army. The f^mers turned jOfttt the 
mana.|^ ‘of the :%eds’ jaghires, and poffieffed theml^ves of their 
rents and ‘IKoottuh al- Moolk- had friifr-.''d;h''tei|frds to his 
brother ad-'.T^ 'Aif -Rham govemdt'''6ff’'libely,. com- 
manding him. to place, ^,o«$:'cd'';ifc-confinM '4n the throne, 

and endeavour to prelWe" (juiefr in bontradiding the 

report of the aflaffinatiiMi, and to levy troops. Nudjum ad Dien^ 
tipon receipt of the order,, gave out that Eatimaud ad Dowlah was 
!;.;: iulled, and fent a force to furround his houfe, and keep his family 
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prifonere ; bat they found it well guarded by trufly dependants, 
who would not fubmit to injury. Notwithftanding his ajfflli€tion, 
Nudjum ad Wen made the ufual proceffion on the ‘eed of lacrifice, 
and upon his return from it, lent to offer the throne to the fons of 
Jehaundar Shaw, but neither would accept it. He did the fame to 
fultan Nekofeer, but he declined it ; when the offer was embraced 
by fultan Ibrahim, fon of Ruffeh al Kudder, and grandfon of Shaw 
Aulum. ^ - 


fums of money to levy troops. He entertained every perfon who 
could bring a horfe and arms, at eighty rupees per month, with- 
out diftindtion of good or bad, which however occafioned much 
di%uft to his veterans and thofe who were well mounted. In a few 
days he had a promifcuous army of eighty 

greater part iH provided-i and it; is ’fen a 

' cofore of rupees on this o^eafioa. Many 5 the nobles of Ferokh- 
fere’s reign were employed, and among ^em Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
Thsey received’ his money, and defected him almofh immediately. 

of the month KoottubalMoolk accompanied 
fultan Ibrahip^ f in as.; g^ pomp as the ihortoefs of iM'eparation 
would allow, from Dhely> and pitched ids camp near the ^ Eedgaeh 
not far from the city. Here he was joined by Ghoiaum Ali Khan 
and two other chiefe, who had efcaped frorn the emperor s camp. 
As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the 

' A Irt <to'romemc»ration p£ AbraHaio^s 
^ iteiritng.’ . ' - , ' ;■ ' 

« A milKoh' ’%Ag. ' >' • ' 4. 

'Place of' woriKi|»'"c«j'-t]|as eeds or- feffivsils.' * • . ' ’ 
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capital by the way of Raajepootana, Koottub al Moolk made his 
third day’s halt at the tomb of Koottub ad Dien j but having intel- 
ligence of an alteration in the royal route, he moved to Feridabad. 
He was jomed daily by numerous bands of fyeds from Barreh, feveral 
Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars, alfo. by many dependants 
of his decoded brother, who deferred Mahumraud Shaw #er hav- 
ing rtceiye«^fums of money in advance and other favours. Choor- 
amun, raja of the Jaots, came to oifer his fervices, and prefcnted 
three elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered from 
1 the imperial aroc^. On the ninth of Mohirrim, Mahummud Shaw 
marked from $hawpdre, where he had waited feveral days in 
hopes of being joined by Abd al Summud Khan and Maharaja Jey 
Sing, but they did not arrive. The latter fent his dewan with four 
thpnfand horfe j and Mahummud Khan Bungufli, with other Rohiila 
ciidfs add them dependants, joined the royal army. 

On the ninth and tenth both armies moved in order of battle, 
but did not come to adion, though feveral Ikirmiihes happened 
between detached parties, and Chooramun attempted, but in vain, 
thn, royal magazine and the bullocks of |he artillery then 
Hyder Koolli Khan,.‘*hieer atuth, ' 


' Hyder Koolli Khan,.'‘^Sieer atulli, com- 

Saaudut Khan and 
i^hntnmud Khan Bungtifli the right, and Sumfam ad Dowlah the 
te wing. Eatimaud ad Dowlah took poll with the emperor in the 
ccntpr. , . Meet Jumlah was entmfted with the baggage of the army, 
and Ali Khan proteded the haram. The artillpry tvas Ra- 
tioned ih' |(ie army,, and behind it the war elephants 

in Rrong armotlr,,^ith chains to; wield with- their trunks. 

Koottub al Moolk, having marched from* Hbuffunpore, pitched 
his camp within three cofi of the imperial army; and on the 
twelfth formed his order of battle, but in much confulion, owing 

■ ' ' to 

* Commander of artillery. 
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to the irregular dilpofitions of the fyeds of Barreh,- all eager for pre- 
eminence. At length Nudjum ad DienAliKhan took the com- 
mand of the advanced line, Koottub al Moolk with fultan Ibrahim 
took poll in the center, but there was no regular commanders of 
the wings. The night of the thirteenth was palled under arms; 
and in the morning, Mahummud Shaw having commanded the 
head of Ruttun Chund to be ftruck off and thrown under his ele- 
phant, as a lucky omen, advanced to give battle. A cannonade 
was kept up the. whole day, when towards evening the advanced 
hud df the rebels was put to flight and the imperialifts took pofleffion 
■of their ground, but did not pufh this advantage farther. Koottub 
al Moolk at funfet ordered a fmall tent to be pitched for his repofe. 
Both armies remaiiilcl under arms, and the imperial artiUeiy con- 
tinued firing all night i which fo incommoded the enemy, that 
• many chiefs with their followers fled, and in the morning not more 
than feventeen out of an hundred thoufand horfe remained with 
Koottub al Moolk. He however wks yet undaunt^ ^a ||t , day- 
light charged the imperialifts. A bloody , and' Iph^ iconjiia 
in which the fortune of Mahummud - Stow preVallnd, Koottub al 
Moolk, deferred by all but a few perfonal attendants, difmounted 
from his elephant and fought bravely on foot ; when he was taken 
prifoner with his brother Nudjum ad Dien, and carried to the em- 
peror. ; The vidtory was now complete, and the baggage of the 
vanquifhed fell into the hands of the conquerors. Sultan Ibrahim, 
who had fled fforh the field, was taken, and remanded to confine- 
ment. The news of the vidlory reached Dhely in the evening of 
the fourteenth, and occafioned joy or grief, according to the hopes 
and fears of different interefts. The wellwifliers of the emperor 
rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub al Moolk were overwhelmed' with 
forrow: Of the latter, feveral efcaped with ; thcff effe<£|s, and 
others were thrown into prifon by the cutwa! of the His 
women,- covering their afflidtidns wMr the veil of pt|deiK?e, would 
not let their feet without the citadel oTmode% i but Abdoolla 

" '' Khan 
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/• I, hciA heen left to protcfl: thetn* extended the 
Khan * “eir eflias, and^ficd with’ a great booty to 

!r „lSmtty renting his name odious and acctrfed topof- 
teown wuutty, ttMor g „^phew to Koottub al Moolk. and 

*™*j' ^ °f ''^Nuitabut Ali Khan, put on ihfguifes, hoping to 

yarded _ to Dhek. On the nineteenth he 

.mOTts, x^ij of tlie hoty ‘Nizam ad Dien, where he 

srs. s 

of Koottub al Mi)ol£ ^Saaudut Kian 
maurattib, and title of Bahadur Jung. On; the 
emoeror entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant m 
Wituoufly caparifcned, and attended by feveral o*=rs m houfin^ 
SfasL and doth of gold. Several travetog thrones and 
^C»KW . %n^m ented with precious ftones, gold, and 
«Uel, SeAl'tii ejes tf the hebijlders. The troops of the 

haifchoU and thofc of the nobilily wm “\”''!?„tf toutfut 
eireafed the fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of ^ea^ul 
t, r • fiifniture fet with jewels and enamelled, were m 
Se^efc ..which was fplendid beyond all defcrip&n. «oney 
fcattered hi pto&aon to, the populace, whoft. a^anons at 

Te refto^tion of^ ^t^Toc^'Xe to 

emneror arrived in the palace : about e^t o^lOC^, woere ms 

^Lr, Koodfia Begum, and Ae oAet paweffes felt 


• A celebrated faint. tt/p, 

* Certain inlignia, the principal of which is a fifh. 
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offerings, waving round his head golden baions filled with jewels, 
and gold and filver coins, which were afterwards diftributed to the . 
poor. After this ceremony, the nobility and people were per- 
mitted to prefent the nuzzers and gifts of congratulation. The 
empire now once more enjoyed perfedf peace, and the faireft prof* 
pe<S appeared of a long and glorious reign to Mahummud Shaw. 


On the laft. day of the month, Abd al Summud Khan came to 
pay his relpeii^ at a)urt from ins government of Lahore, and was 
with great favour j alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and Raja 
Gheerdhir, foul^dar of Oude j at the interceflion of the former of 
whom the religious capitation tax was again repealed, much to the 
fatisfadtion of the Hindoos. An addrefs of congratulation, accom- 
panied by an offering, arrived from Nizam al Moolk, who was con- 
firmed in the government of Dekkan. A petition, with a large fum 
of money, was received from Moorfliud Koolli Khan, navob of Ben- 
gal, who was continued in that foubahdary. Zakariah Khan tvas 
appointed governor of Kaflimeer. On the twenty fpirond of RuWji al 
Awul, the emperor marched from Dhdy -mi ^1^ 
on w^hich he received intelligence of dangerous illneft of Eati- 
maud ad Dowlah. This nobleman died on the twenty niath, after 
%ving enjoyed the office of vizier only twenty two days j nor was 
he reg|:etfed by the people, to whom he was oppreffive. Intend- 
ing to ehiarge palace, he had difpolTelled feven hundred fami- 
lies in his ne^li&urhoOd of their habitations j which, 'however, 
were reftored upon his deccah by his £od Kummir ad Dien Khan* 
The immenfe* wealth Eatimaud ad Dowlah had acquired, from the 
confifeations and plunder of the fyeds and their dependants, was 
given, up by the emperor to his heirs. This contradicts tliC impu- 
tatiqq of avarice, too generally laid againft Mahumintid Stow j fot 
at this period the royal treafiiry was very iow> the late' miii^cts 
having ":^il€d it tff vgfr fums, and even coined into ifioney the 
golden and fitver rails of the toll of audience, ft was the general 
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ufage of the princes of the houfe of Timur, to feize the eifeds of 
their deceafed courtiers ; and they cofifidered it as generous to ieave 
a fmall part to the heirs. In the cafe of Eatimaud ad Dowlah, 
whofe wealth had in fa£t been plundered from the palace by the 
fyeds, the emperor had a right to refume poffeffiion j but, in 
general, the privilege of confifcation is tyrannical, and diigracefol 
to the royal family } a cuftom, which no judgment or law can vin- 
dicate. How unjuft, that a perfon who had fpent his whole life, 
and perhaps facrificed it, in the fervice of his king, ftiould, on 
his death-bed, fee his wives and children employed in difperfing and 
concealing his property, inftead of comforting and alleviating his 
cares by fympathy and forrow ! 

The death of Eatimaud ad Dowlah was attributed, by tjte com- 
mon people, to the effea of divine judgment, for his condt®: .to 
a celebrated ddvoteei ,; :® man, named Nummopd, pretended a 
'heaven to' jcorredt' the abufes which; jiad -nrcpt dnto 
the mufliilmaun religion ; and his fuccefe in making votaries was fo 
great, that the minifters were apprehend ve of a dangerous infur- 
redtion. Eatimaud ad Dowlah, during his illneft, fent guards to 

impoftor had colleded his difciples, ' and 
reiolv'ed!'^;<I^S^’|»ifsifelfi at the fame time' denouncing the ven- 
geance bf GliiS di^inft the vizier,' The guards, either alarmed by 
fuperftition, or the numbere of his followers, returned without at- 
tempting to arreft him ; and Eatimaud ad Dowlah being juft then 
feked with the agonies of death, his women, overcome with dread, 
were v^ak epopgh to fend a melTenger, with a large fum of 
money, to ap|W5afe‘ ^ wrath of ISummood, and to requeft his 
* prayers for the redovery of their Ibrd. The fthpoftpr, on receiving 
the account of his iGMtion,' cried aloud io his companions that he 
had ftmck an arrow into the heart of an infidel, who would not 
recover : and Eatimaud ad Dowlah dying, the belief of Num- 

mood’s 
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mood’s apoftlefliip was confirmed among the vulgar more than ever. 
He continued in high reputation during his life, but upon his death, 
his fons quarrelling with a confidential fervant, he difclofed the 
fcheme of the impofture, and the herefy in great meafure cealed. 

On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al Saunee, Einaiut OoUah Khan 
was appointed to <^erci£b the fundions of vizier, but without the 
title j the emperor wilhing to confer the poll upon Nizam al Moolk, 
who was^detained in Dekkan by feme commotions in that country. 

The inhabitants of Ajmere and Guzarat having fent complaints 
to court of the oppreffive condudt of the deputies of Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, their governor, the emperor removed him from his 
employments, and appointed Hyder Koolli Khan to the former, 
and Muzzuffir Ali Khan to the latter province. Ajeet Sing, upon 
intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebellion, and took pofiellion of 
the town of Ajmere. Here, having affembled the c^f officers 
of the province, he produced before them the imperial firmaun, 
under the fignature of Mahummud Shaw, conllituting him foubah- 
dar of Guzarat and Ajmere during life, which had been impru- 
dently given him by the emperor’s mother,, on his acceffion to the 
throne, in order to enfure Hs fidelity, jfhould ‘the iyeds have medi- 
tated the depofel of Mahummud Shaw. He difpatched a copy of 
this, with a petition, to the prefence, reprefenting his removal as a 
breach of the royal promife, and a difgrace, to refift which he 
would hazard his life ; but that if his majefty would leave him 
Ajmere, he would willingly’ refign Guzarat, and return to his,_ 
duty. Upon receipt of the petition, a council was held, anP 
Sumfem ad Dowlah, ameer al amra, confidering the difordered 
Rate ‘of the imperial finances, advifed that Ajeet Sing fliOuld be 
indulged with the province of , Guzarat, ar^ jiymere. be ehtruftcd 
to a mufliilmaun nobleman, as it was nearer the capital, and a 
place of great veneration to the feithfiil. The emperor and Hyder 
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Koolli Khan were for punifhmg the rebel, and Saaudut Khan was 
fummoned from Agra to command an army againft him. On 1 is 
arrival, preparations were fet on foot, but owing to the difagreements 
of the nobles at court, wh® were unwdling' to be under his com- 
mand, and the indolence of the emperor, they went on hut flowly. 
Jn the nmn time, intelligence arrived that MuzzufBr Aii Khan, 
foubahdar of Aj mere, who, unable to proce^ to the province 
with his foiall force, had halted till he fliouid bb joined by Saaudut 

Khan, had been plundered by his troops, long m was 

oblised to fly, and had returned the commilEon of his government 
to the prefeace. Accounts w^re alfo received that two of Ajeet 
Sing’s fons had plundered feveral of the royal towns, and that the 
rich ci^ of “^ Narnoul had been ravaged by their zemindars. 

correaion of Ajeet Sing, and fent his advanced tents to he pitched 
without the city, and Hyder Kooffi Khan.fwore to affift him with 
aU his. force; but his ardour foon cooled, on refledion that abfence 
epurt might prove hurtful to his interefl with the emperor. 

Bd^ummud Shaw to oifer terms to Ajeet Sing, ob- 
' the lirefeat fttte of the array vidory was doubtful, 

fliouM the rebel be defeated, he would retire to the 
mountains, and prolong the war, which would be infupportable 
from die lownefs of the royal treafury. The emperor, difpieafed at 
this advice, ofiered the command to Kummir ad Dien Khan, who 
would not accept iti, but upon condition of KoottuB al Moolk’s 
being releafed ar|d detached with him, which was not complied 
fcithT -Sumfam ad feowl^i, thfgufted # negled of his counfel, 
ftaid from court; upon whicli Mahpmihud Shaw made feme con- 
ceflions, and put himfelf under his guidance, He pacified Ajeet 
jSing by pfomiies and indulgence. The regulation of affairs was 
' red till the arrival ^ al Moolk, whom the emperor 




» Onlv one hundred miles from Dhely» 
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had invited to court to take upon him the office of vizier. Intel- 
ligence was received of an infurreftion of Afghauns in * Pelhawir, 
who after an obftinate engagement had defeated and taken prifoner 
Khanehzaud Khan, the fon of Sirbullund Khan, governor of the 
province. 


In the beginning of this .year the emperor was married to A. H. 1135, 
Mallakkeh Zummauneh, daughter of Ferokhfere, and the nuptials A. D. 1722, 
were celebrated with great fplendour and rejoicings. 

Nizam al Moolk, having fettled the affairs of government in A. H. 1134. 
. Dekkan, obeyed the emperor’s fummons to court, and was in- A. D. 1722. 
vefted with the robes of the vizarut. He earneftly advifed the 
emperor to dedicate his time to the adminiftration of public af- 
fairs j but Mahummud Shaw was too much addided to pleafure to 
hearken to it. Surafam ad Dowlah, Kummir.ad Dien Khan, and 
other noblemen, favourites of the emperor, and jealous of tlw in- 
fluence of the new vizier, made it their buflaibls # diveirl: the royal 
mind by ffiffipated amufemen&j, 'tffi at length Nizam al Moolk, 
dilgufted at the manners of the court, refigned the exercife of his 
office, under pretence of puniffiing Hyder Koolli Khan, who had 
rehellfid in Guzarat, and obtained leave to march from Dhely. 

He capital after a few months flay, much to the fatisfac- A. H, 1136. 

tion of^ Mahutrpmpd.Shaw and his fevourites, who regarded not A. D. 1723. 
the decline of the empife,i while they were left to the enjoyments 
of luxury and indolence in the capital. 

This year, the foubahdary of Agra was conferred upon Maharaja 
Jey Sing j who had now the fatisfadion of reducing the fortreK 
of Toone,.againft which he had fpent fo much time aiH money 
in the, 'reign of f^erpfchiefe«^ il.ia|a''G|ieerdhir,was^ ap^in^d go- 
vernor of M^il-wn, and fiioreeded in 'the ibu^hdaiy of Oode by 
■ ’ , ' '.Aaa-'. 'Saaudut 


* Dependant on the 'province of Cabul 
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Saaudtit Klian, 
Moolk. 


honoured , with the title of " Boorahan al 


Nizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, Hyder Koolli 
Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofe him, pretended madnefs, 
and retreated with his followers to Dhely, where he renaained fome 
time in difgrace j but having requefted to be fent againft Raja 
Ajeet Sing, who fiill refifted the royal authority, he was taken 
into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where 
he behaved with great gallantry, and difperfed the rebels. Nizam 
al Moolk, after fettling the affairs of Guzarat, left his uncle Hamid 
Khan as deputy in that province, and proceeding through Malwa, 

- which government had been conferred upon him in room of Ma- 
haraja Jey Sing, to eftablilh his authority in that country, returned 
to Dhely, but did hOt ^etpain longi . Finding the emperor immerfed 
in pleafure, and furroUnded by Worthleff .iavourites,- negli^^^ of 
afiairs^and ;in<%abihM 

he refolved to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he 
A.Hr.1137. could be independant. He accordingly left the capital after a.lhort 
A. D. 1724. ffay, under pretence of a hunting excurfion, and haftened to his 
prcwincei : ^ emperor, alarmed at his iudden departure, dif- 
patched a firmaun privately to Mubariz Khan, foubahdar of 
Hyderabad, commanding him to attack Nizam al Moolk, and 
promlfing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeded. Mu- 
bariz Khan obeyed, was defeated, and llain. Nizam al Moolk, 
after the viddry, fent his head to court, with part of his fpoils,‘ 
and a petition Congratulating his majefty on the defeat of a rebel. 
From this pOricki tn^ Cmp%^i Authority only nominal in 
Dekkan, Nizam at Moolk bcihg in ‘ fad. fovereign, though 
oftenfibly the viceroy of Mahummiid Shaw, wbb received no tri- 
bute . but the offerings cuftomary at feftivals and other particular 
wcafions. The emperor removed him from the governments of 
' ' ' Malwa 
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Malwa and Guzarat, appointing Raja Gheerdhir again to the 
former, and SirbuHund Khan to the latter province. 



Nizam al Moolk, in order to divert the attention of the royal 
arms fi-om chaftizing his rebellion, perfuaded his uncle Hamid 
Khan, and the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Coantoojee, to raife 
commotions in Guzarat, Hamid Khan accordingly difplaced the 
imperial officers apd the managers of jaghires in the province. 
This freffi revolt occafioned much confufion at Dhely, and Ma- 
hummud Shaw was fo enraged at the diffientions among his minif* 
ters, none of whom would accept the command of an army againft 
the rebels, that he refolved to releafe Koottub al Moolk, and 
rcftore him to the vizarut but was prevented from doing this by 
the fudden death of that nobleman, faid to have been from poifon, 
given by the contrivance of- the perfons jealous of the royal favour 
towards him. Upon this event, the emperor offered the province 
of Guzarat to SirbuHund Khan, who accepting it was fupplied with 
a * corore of rupees from the royal treafuiy to - raife troops i and 
at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Koottub al 
Moolk, was releafed from his confinement and detached with him. 



A. H.1143* 
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^kbullund Khan from Iiis government, under pretence of having 
dilgraced the emperor by fubmltting to the choute, and Abee 
Sing, the ion of Raja Ajeet Sing, was appointed to fucceed hinij 
but, inftead. of oppofing, he entered into clofer union with the 
Mharattas. SirbuUund. Khan, who made fome oppofition to his 
fuceefibr, was prevented firora coming to court, and ordered to 

rctiie. .to' Agra. . : : 

When Nizam al Moolk faw the depraved policy of the court, 
the weaknefe of minifters, their ill treatment of SirbuUund 
Khan, his wifees to ^cite the Mharattas^ to fubdue the provinces 
of Hindooftan, encreafed. He . perfuaded Bajeeraow, the general 
of Raja Sahoo* to, attempt the reduftion of Malwa and Guzarat. 
Awordingly, BajeiKiaow and, t^her chiefs, whh ^ 
having, marched againft Raja Ghepdhir and. the deputies of.I^ja 
Abee Sing Rhatoree, atteckcl both foubahs, %iiig wate many 
diftrias. Raja Gheerdhir was not deftitute df courage. He oppofed 
Bajeeraow, but, on account of the fmallneis of his force, applied 
for aids to the court j however, notwithftanding frequent petitions 

,ameer/al amra, they.;had. no ::epa:j:v^^^ 
he dyhtS dijting the invafion, was fucceeded by Dia Bahadur, his 
relation, who contiauied gallantly to refill the enemy. He wrote 
to court, that while he lived he would prevent tlie Mharattas from 
purfuing their conquefis, but that if he fell, their attacks would 
penetrate, the, whole empire. Thefe reprefentations h^d no effeft; 
and at lengd^^ pia Bahadur fell in battle, when.Mahuamud Khan 
Bunguflh Wfs appointed ifuj^dif pf h^ but frotn, the repeat- 
ed. incurfioUs ^ ^ had httlejpovyer, and in the 

year 1 145 was fupetfeded- by^ Raja;}ey Sewai. From a fimi- 
larity of religion he fupported Ifejeeraow, who, at his interceffion 
livith the ameer al amra, was appointed foubahdar of Malwa, and 
||mt province became in fad under the dominion of the Mharattas. 
fell to them alfo from the negled of Abee Sing, and 
r - , ' much 
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much devaftation occurred in thofe countries, to the great lofs of 
the empire. The corredlion of fuch diforder could only proceed 
from the hands of the valiant and the wife ; what then could be 
done by the bafe and diflionourable ? The fubtle fox cannot over- 
come the lion, nor is a wooden fword of fervice in the field of 
battle. Sumfam ad Dowiah had laid the defence of the empire 
and chaftifement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit, 
hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch fbrong enemies as Nizam al 
Mooik arid Bajeeraow. As fuch fchemes were ill-founded, like 
fireworks upon water, they were of. no eftedt, and every plan he 
formed, became a caufe of decline to the empire. The minifters 
growing negledtful, the power of the rebellious gained ftrength. 
The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin 
and diforder more open. At fuch a time, an emperor was wanting 
of refolution and firmnefs, who might have plucked out the weeds 
of rebellion with manly oppofition by the roots, and generals, like 
Houllein Ali Khan and Zoolfeccar Jung, who wouM have thrown 
the cord upon the necks of the obftinate with the hand of valour. 


When the Mharattas had reduced Malwa and Guzarat, with- 
out oppofition from the court, they afpired to further conquefts 
in the imperial territories j and, making daily encroachments, by 
degrees foiled upon feveral diflridts of the foubahs of Aleabad and 
Agra. During thefe inyafions, Mahummud Khan Bungufh, fou- 
bahdar of Aleabad, having planned the rediwftion of the ® Bone- 
delas, of whom Raja Chutterfaul was chief, entered that country 
with an army, and took feveral places. Chutterfaul, obferving the 
weaknefs of the imperial authority, applied for affiftance to the 
Mharattas, promifing them large fums. of money and a fhare of his 
territories, as a recompenfe. Mahummud Khan, puffed up by his 
eafy conqucffs, had kept orfij^ what force he judged necefiary to 
' ' ' ' ' fecure 

» Inhabitants of Bantound, a confidashle'. tepritory in the provinces of 
Aleabad and Agra. 
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fecure them, and difmiffed the remamder ; but as he was but little 
acquainted with the roads, Chutterfaul furrounded him fuddenly 
with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior force 
long in the field, took refuge in the fortrefs of Jeytghur, where he 
was clofely blockaded by the enemy. His provifions were foon 
exhaufted, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, afles, 
and even dogs. He afked aid of the court, but no one attended, 
till, at laft, his fon Cairn Jung refolved to relieve him, and his 
wife lent her * veil among the Afghauns, to excite tliem to the 
deliverance of her hufband. The Afghauns colledted, and content- 
ing themfelves with fuch pay as the begum of the navob could 
afford them, marched under the command of Cairn Jung, and 

The imperial mip^ers, making a pretence of Mahumraud lOiah’s 
ill fuccefs, removed him from the foubahdaty of ^Aleabad, and 
: ■■ appointed :ih: ^liisi:- ^itoom ■ Sirijullund^^; ^ 

Khanehzad Khan to command, ’ himfelf refiding at court, though 
he feldom vifited the emperor, being dilgufied with ill ufage. 

emperor being ony'a/hunting.;excurfion, 
reqetver mteiigence of the Mharattas plundering in the neigh- 
bourhood of Agra ; upon which he marched towards them, but 
after a few days, the enemy retreating, he returned to Dhely. 

In the following year, the Mharattas having extended their 
Jncurfioiis into the province of Agra, and feized feveral diftridts 
appropriated to the fqpprt of the royal houfehold, the ameer al 
amra prevailed on Mahummud Shavy to fend an army againft them, 
under the command of his brother Muzzuffir Khan. The Mha- 
rattas, according to cullom, would not engagfe him in the field, 
but hovered round, and diftrefied him by cutting off provifions. 
i,'; , , ' He 

, : Vlpilb''' was to exprefs tl^e cliTgrace that would attend the tribcj if the honour 
. of, the not fupported by ■ 
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He marched as far as Seronje in the province of Malwa, where 
he halted for fome months ; during which the enemy kept 
him in conftant alarm, by fham attacks, and deftroying his, fup- 
plies. At length the order of return was ilTued, for which he had 
impatiently waited; and on the twentieth of Mohirrim, 1147, he a.D, 
arrived at court, and was honoured with a taflel of jewels for the 
turban. Upon his reaching Dhely, the objed of his hopes, in 
fafety, he olfered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his 
followers* gave thankfgivings for the welfare of fuch an exalted 
nobleman. His friends uttered loud praifes of the great condud 
Ihewn in the campaign, and fet forth his return in fafety as a 
prodigy. In this year died prince Ali Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw. 

During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched 
againft the Mharattas, but returned to court without effeding any 
thing of importance. The enemy continued their plunders and 
encroachments every where, with great cruelties. - • 


Arraroo, a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak- . 
nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niflar 
Khan, brother to the vizier’s wife, and feized his family and trea- 
fures ^ upon which Azim Oollah Khan was fent to chaftife him, 
but the zemindar took refuge in his woods, and eluded his purfuer, 
who, tired odh/ffetorned to Dhely, leaving his arrny under the 
command of KhoWanzi&^^Beg iKhaB. ./. Arraroo, emboldened by 
the navob’s retreat, attacked and flew the deputy ; upon which the 
vizier applied for affiflance to Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, 

Ibubahdar of Oude, for the redudlion of the rebel. Boorahan al 

Moolk poflelTed great generofity ana valour, and in the year : I48 A. D. 1735, 

marched againft Arraroo in his way to Dhely. Arraroo on his 

approach refolved to oppofe him ; and having one day intelligence 

from fpies that Boorahan al Moolk had juft alighted at his tent, 

and that he had on a green veft, and was alfo eafily known from the 

VoL. II. B b whitenefs 
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wMtenefs and length of his beard, the rebel ruflied fuddenly from 
ambufli with his followers* Boorahan. al Moolk remounted his 
elephant, and drew up his army as well as the fuddennefs of 
attack would allow. He had however changed his drefs, and 
wore a white veftj fo that Arraroo miftaking forhim Aboo Ter- 
raub Khan, a principal chief, who was habited in green, and had 
a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofe 
to his elephant with fome refolute followers, wounded him mortally 
with a fpear. This occafioned much diforder ; but Boorahan al 
Moolk bravely attacked the rebel in turn, who was pointed out 
to him by Doorjun Sing„ a relation of his own, in the navob’s fer* 
vice. Doorjun Sing aifo engaged Arraroo perfonally, and after a 
fharp condid put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in 
diforder. Boorahan, having offered up thanks to God for his vic» 
tory, returned to hia tontsf, and fent Arraroo’s head to the emperor. 
The Ikin of the body was flayed off, and lent ftufed with ftraw to 
the vizier. Having remained fome day§ to regulate the affaira of 
the province of Korah, he left the command to his fon in law 
Suffder Jung, and purfued his route to court, where he was re- 
ceived with great honours. 

amcef al 

amra, was difpatched with the funnuds of the foubahdaries of 
Guzarat and Malwa to Bajeeraow, hoping to effed his fubmiflion to 
the empire, through the mediation of Raja Jey Sing. This year 
died nasob Roofliun ad Dowlah Zufiir Khan. 

About this ton® the foubabdary of the province of Patna was- 
taken from Fukhir ad Dowlah, and conferred upon Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, the navofa of Bengal, in addidon to that government, and of 
the province of Oriffa. 


MAHUMEiUD SHAW. 

Shiijah ad Dowkh was a native of Boorahanpote, and defcended 
from the Turkifh tribe of Afshar in Khoralaun. During Aurung- 
zebe’s campaigns in Dekkan, he married the daughter of Jaffier 
Khan, foubahdar of Bengal, and accompanied his father in law to 
that province j but, not agreeing with her in difpofition, he refided 
moftly at Cuttac, the capital of Oriik, of which he was govern- 
or. Shujah ad Dowlah was celebrated for his clemency, juftice, 
and all good qualities. Zebe al’Nifla, begum of Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, from duty to her father and refentment at her hufband’s attach- 
ment to other women, remained with her fon Alla ad DoWlah 
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorlhudabad, which was found- 
ed by her father, Jaffier Khan, and named after his original title 
of Moorffiud Koollee Khan. 

It was during the refidence of Shujah ad Dowlah at Cut- 
tac, that Aliverdi Khan, afterwards fo famous as tibe ufurper of 
Bengal, entered his fervice. His mother was diftantly related to 
that nobleman. Her hufiband hlirza w 

in the' fork© ^Of'tte;;- pfiiJBce Az«B""^jawi^''npon whofe defeat and 
death, being greatly diflrefled, he was perfuaded by his Wife to 
feek the proteftion of her noble relation at Cuttac. Shujah ad 
Dowlah received him, with his two fons, Hajee Ahmed and Ali- 
verdi* with kindnefs and favour among his dependants. Aliverdi, 
by his great sqjMilities and important fervices, rofe daily in the 
efteem of his patron j and Haje© Ahmed was alfo much diftinguifh- 
ed. By degrees they btxamc the chikf managers of all the affaire 
of Shujah ad Dowlah j who, fond of pleafure, entrufled the pro- 
vince to their direffion } nor was his confidence abufed by the 
brothers. . 

As Jaffier Khan was much difpleafed at the condtu^ of his 
fon in law, in his inconftancy to hk wife, when he perceived him- 
felf advancing towards his end, he wifhed to be fucceeded in the 

B b 2 govern- 
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government of tlie provinces by his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah Ser- 
ferauz Khan at that time " imperial dewan. For this purpofe he 
exerted all his influence at the court ofDhely. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointing his meafures 
with the brothers j and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe 
the minifters to his views. He allb fecretly difpatched numbers 
of his bell troops, under pretence of difmifllng them his fervice, 
to Moorihudabad, to form a party in his favour. The rainy feafon 
advancing, and marching by land being very difficult, he took care 
to provide fufficient boats for his army, that he might move on the 

Accordingly, when advice came that Jaffier Khan could not 
furvive more than a few days, he began his march, leaving Ma- 
hummud Nukkee,;his Ton % a , concubine, in the direarion of ; af^ 
feirs at Cuttac. When fbmewhat advanced, he received the ac- 
counts Of the navob’s death, and a liMefertltOfb&^^^h^ 
lunnuds, appointing him fbubahdar of Bengal from Dhely. He 
quickly arrived by forced marches at Moorfhudabad, which he en- 
tered without oppofition, and feating himfelf on the mufnud, in the 
chehal fettoon, or ball of forty pillars, commanded the royal grants 
to be read, and the officers of ftate to acknowledge him as navob. 
His fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferamz Khan, finding it in vain to 
ftruggle againft the emperoFs will and his father’s power, was 
among the firft to congratulate him upon his acceffion, and con- 
tented to remain in the office of dewan. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
having thus obtained hB wifhes, conduded the afEirs of govern- 
ment with the advice of Aliverdi Khan, his brother Hajee Ahmed, 
Aulum Chund, his ovra deWan, how appointed roy royan, (who 
was among the Hindoos, truly worthy of confidence and power) 
and a few others, particularly Juggutt Sect Futteh Chund, whofe 
wealth and credit as a merchant and banker exceeded millions, 

- ^ 

* Under the grant of this office the company now hold Bengal, &c. 
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and was never yet equalled by any. In the adminiftration of juftice 
he adled wholly from himfelf, and trufted to the reprefentations of 
no one ; but to the utmoft of his abilities examined every cafe, and 
liftened patiently to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice, 
without regard to rank or ftation. In the time of JaiBer Khan, 
the zemindars and renters had been opprefled with fuch grievances, 
as are too horrid to relate. Agreeably to the following verfe of 
the poet Saadi } « Draw not thy precedents from evil inftitutions, 
** for men will curfe thee, with thofe who invented them.” Shujah 
ad Dowlah upon his acceffion fummoned them before him, and 
demanded how they would behave, if he fhould free them from 
their troubles. They, who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny 
of Jaffier Khan, fwore folemnly to be faithful to his perlon, and 
juft in their payments, according to the fettlements of Juggutt 
Seet. Shujah ad Dowlah then diftinguilhed them by khelauts and 
favours according to their ranks, and difmifled them with joyful 
hearts to their feveral diftrids. Bengal, which, is colled the para- 
dife of regions, truly merited the appella6tic^;:dN!&|:!il^^ 
tion of Shujah . Ad Dowlah 5 - and. p©EiK3|is4t^'Sfi^ i^ living in eafe 

and fafety, were loud in his pnaifes^^rtpofing under the fhade of his 
proiperity. Not long after his acceffion, the government of the 
province of Bahar was added to that of Bengal, the deputation of 
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Khan, for whom, on this occafion, 
he procured the rank of five thoufend and title of Mahabut Jung. 
The favourite acquired new credit in his management of Bahar, 
the revenues of which had been embezzled and kept back by 
rebellious zemindars and military commanders i all of whom he 
either reduced or put to death. 

_ To preferve the connedtion of hiftory, it is proper to return 
to the affairs of the imperial court, before we enter further on 
thofe of Bengal and the navob Mahabut Jung, which fhall be 
feparately treated of. 

The 


-I 



aurijngzebE’s successors; 


H iiiQ. The Mharattas, notwithftanding the appointment of Bajeeraow 
D. 1735 ' to the goremment of Malwa, and other favours ihewn them by the 
emperor, ftill continuing their invafions, and advancing their armies 
nearer to the capital, the ameer al amra, Khan Dowraun, marched 
at length with a great army to -the vicinity of Agra, and the vizier, 
Kummir ad Dien Khan, with a powerful force towards Ajmere j 
hut inftead of adting on the ofienfive, wafted their time in idle ne- 
gotiations for peace in ftanding camps, while the enemy plundered 
the country around them^ 

Booralian al Mooik Saaudut Khan, foubahdar of Oude, pof- 
feffed great courage and ability, and Was anxious to acquire 
fame, by expelling the Mharattas and redeeming the difgrace 
of the em^e. He marched from his cajatal, attended by 
his fon in kw ^der Jiihg, to the affiftance of his ftiend 
the raja of Boddafe a diftria of the province of Agra, who 
was clofely prefled by the enemy in his |rf^incipai fortrefs. 
He could not, however, arrive in time to relieve him. Raow 
Mulhar, a principal chief, after reducing the raja to his 
croied tim Jumna, and wafted the country without mercy from 

fhe :city; :of .Agra.:- /v; At;- length, 
Boorahffla al Mooik coming upon him by forced marches, defeated 
him with great llaughter. llir^ principal officers were taken 
prifoners, and Mulhar with great difficulty efcaped. The fugitives 
» in their pnic miftaking the pafTage of the river Jumna, which they 
had forded, were drowned in great numbers j many ^were taken 
prifoners, and few. regained the oppofite ftiOTe. Mulhar with a 
few followers reached the camp of Bajeeraow, near Gualior. 
Boorahan al Mooik iffued orders for each of his foldicrs to prepare 
four days provifions, and leave his baggage in the camp, intending 
• to purfue the enemy to their own province, and redeem the honour 
cf Hindooftan, when he received orders from the ameer al amra 
to halt till he could join him with his forces, to ad with more 
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Sumfem ad Dowl^ Khan DovsTaun, ameer al amra, pofleffed 
unbounded influence over the mind o£|,the emperor, fo that he 
directed all affairs as he thought proper, however impolitic or unad- 
vifeable j an inftance of which has been already (hfplayed in the 
eompromife with the Mharattas. With the iame imprudence, he 
negleded furnifliing the ufual fupplies of money to the foubahdar of 
Cabul, for keeping up the ftations in the paffes and highways on 
the confines of the empire in that provinces to which caufe may be 
in great meafure attributed the hjvafion of Nadir Shaw,, who would 

never- 


effedt again!!: the invaders. He unwillingly obeyed the mandate. 
This gave time to Bajeeraow to recover the panic of Mulhar’s de- 
feat; and he refolved to march towards Dhely, at that time almoft 
empty of troops for its defence. So rapid was his progrefs, that 
he reached, and burned part of the fuburbs of the capital, before 
any intelligence of his movement had gained the city." The 
emperor and inhabitants were thrown into the utmofl: confter- 
nation and defpair. They were not relieved till after three days, 
(during which the Mharattas committed great devaiflations in the 
fuburbs) by the arrival of Boorahan al Moolfc and the armies of 
the vizier and ameer al amra. The enemy then retreated into 
Malwa, but were not purfued; and the minifters, to the dilgrace and 
irreparable lols of the empire, perfuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur- 
chafe an uncertain peace, by confenting to the choute, or payment 
of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mharattas. The emperor 
would have waited for the concurrence of Nizam al Moolk, whom he 
had ordered to court, hut the vizier and ameer al amra, jealous of 
his interference, concluded the treaty be%e his Nizam al 

Moolk attempted to recover the province of Malwa from the 
Mharattas; but after marching and defeating Bajeeraow, was 
obliged to return for the defence of Dhely again!! the Perfian 
emperor. Nadir Shaw, who was advancing rapidly towards it. 


aurungzebe’s successors. 

never, in ail probability, have attempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefs ftate of the frontier. The grand caufe 
of the Perfian monarch’s difpleafure againll Hindooftan, was the 
protedtion which the rebellious Afghauns- had received in the eto- 
pire after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perfia, though 
he had fent an ambaffador to Dhely, requefting Mahummud Shaw • 
that they might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaflador from 
himfelf; but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minffler 
permitted to return to his mafter. During the fiege of Candahar, 
Nadir difpatched a nobleman of high rank, named Mahummud 
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his requeft concerning the 
fugitive Afghauns, and to exprefs his difguft at the negledlfiiewn 
his embaffies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his minifters were at a lofe what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the difmiffion of the ambai&dor, in hopes that he might fail in the 
conqueft of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would avoid the dil^aoe of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the fbvereign of Hindooftan. Thele repeated 
flights, and the efcape from his vengeance which the Afghauns 
found in the provinces of Hindooftan, determined Nadir Shaw, 
upon the fall of Candahar, to invade the empire. Accordingly, 
after that event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province 
of that name, which he took with little oppofition, and remained 
in the vicinity near leven months ; during which time liis. troops- 
were employed in deftroying the unfortunate Afghauns. It is pro- 
bable he would not have advanced farther, had not a meffenger 
and feveral horfemen, whom h from Cabul to Dhely, 

been murdered 6n their route inhabitants of Jellalabad. 

Upon intelligence of this, he inftantly marched againft that city, 
flaughtered the people without mercy, and purfued his route to 
Pelhawir, where Nalir Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, refided, to 

whom 
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whom he fent a meffage, fignifying that he Ihould arrive on a cer- 
tain day, when, if not oppofed, he would fpare the country, and 

' however, prepared for 

emtance, was defeated, and taken prifoner ; but, after a few days’ 
impnfonment, was reinftated in his government on the part of the 
Perfian monarch. From Pefliawir, Nadir Shaw proceeded to La- 
hore, the foubahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after fome little 
oppofition in the field, took refuge in the capital, which he fliortly 
after furrendered, and was invefted vvith the command of it by the 
conqueror j who, leaving fome of his troops with him to enfure his 
fidelity, marched towards Dhely. 

j Shaw and his minifters had long pretended to 

defpife the arms of the vidorious Nadir, and to difbelieve the 
daily accounts received of his advance. He had indeed taken 
the field, but in the fpace of two months marched only four 
^ys’ journey from Dhely to the plain of Karnali and here the 
late of the empire was decided. The imper^ spiny ,enca-^^ 
the banks of the canal of Alimerdaa Khii^ whiyi ' Supplied the 
city of Dhely with water. Entrenchments were thrown up, and a 
numerous artillery linked together with mally chains, was planted 
round the camp. Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, fent 
frequent mefiages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difmiffion of 
ms ambaff^ddrs,;, but was not obeyedp for what reafon was never 
known. ^ The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour of 
the Raajepootes J but neither |ey Sing,, nor any of the great rajas, 
obeyed the fummons to the royal ftandard on this occafion, fendin? 
idle excufes for their delay in their feveral diftridts. Great dread 
'and confufion prevailed in the camp j and fo bad was the intelligence 
ap|rpach of the invaders, that it was not known how far 
adygm>ed, .till fome wounded. fug|ti?es, from , , 

the 

eina;:._.witfaiij. ..a .few^ ■ rniiesrpf ■ ■ dhA- eritfn n i: ^^rn i*^n ' A 

snfion and alarm- tsAfe' rkfa/w ' iki . 
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emperor waited 
with 
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with the utmoft anxiety for the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut 
Khan, the foubahdar of Oude, upon whofe condua and valour he 
had placed all his hopes of delivery, in the prefent important crifis 
of his empire. The wiflied for inteiligence of his near approach at 
A. H. 1151. length strived. Chi Tuefday the fifteenth of Zeekaud the ameer al 
A. D. 1739. ;^ent to lifeet Boorahan al MoOlk, about a mile' from the 

camps’ aiid having brought him into the imperial prefence, he was 
mceived with the higheft: diftinClion, and commanded to encamp 
near the divilion of the ameer al amra. 

BobraJ^ al Moolk had juft M the emperor, and repaired to 
hiS ground, when word was brought him that the Perfians had 
attacked Ms ba^agC, and were’ committing great Jlaughterj upom 
P^hkhlhe immpdiate^^ his elephant, land fending intel-* 

BgenCe'bf 'tills ..evenf: to the ameer al amra, 'with atequeft''cif ’his 
affiftance,,haife&d'''agaiiift the' enemy. .The attieerual; amra cbm- 
municated the mefiage to the em^r(r, Who coafulted al 

Moolk. He recommended that Boorahan al Moolk ftiould be 
recalled within the entrenchments, as the day was far advanced, 
^yere fetigued with a long march, lb that it would 

to the enemy till the mor- 
'^aW, approving this advice, -communicated it 
tb 'die toieer al amra? hut he, atffihuting it to the negledt and 
. ' indolence of the nizam, reprefented to the emperor, that as Boora- 

han al Moolk had advanced lar from the lines, and was moft pro- 
' . . habiy'''''!&j^y;^ ClEgaged • with the enemy, not -to. and 


Would ' he agaif^ '^fhe . ’diQates’'-of ''"poHcy,;; • Valour, and’’, generofity i 
therefore, perfmftS®'btherS'tb‘i^^‘'-'as/*the3f<'0^ Jfhould haften 
to fupport him. Having Taid ihi^ he from his camp 

with his light attillery, and fuch troops as were inclined to follow 
pim* About a fourth part of the day remained, when became 
a £hoit diftance of Boorahan al Moolk. ‘ Nadir Shaw 
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formed his army ia two diviiions ; one of which he left for the 
protection of his camp, and with the other advanced to the at- 
tack j fubdividing it into three bodies. Two of thefe he detached 
to attack each of the ameers, and remained himfelf with the third, 
as a referved line, to give affiftanee wherever it might be necelTaiy. 
The Perfians advanced with great fury, and in about half an hour 
the troops of Hindooftan were thrown into confufion with great 
daughter. The ameer al amra was dangerouily wounded, and moft 
of his principal followers flain, .His remaining attendants brought 
him back, almofl: dead with lofs of blood, to the camp about 
nightfall j where, from a want of regularity and order, common 
in Hindooftan, Ins tents, baggage, and treaibres had been wholly 
plundered by the foldiery and followers, on the fuppofition of his 
death i fo that not a covering remained for his reception. At 
length his attendants procured a fmail tent, which they pitched for 
him. The vizier, nizam, and chief eunuchs of the emperor, eam§ 
to condole with blui on his lituation, and learn the 
his defeat. The dying minifter, with a , I, J»ve 

** done my dutyi and ftnilhed , my cowrie, jfoture muft be 

“■‘attended to by you: bat I earneftly advife, that the emperor 
may not vifit Nadir Shaw, or let him enter Dhely^ and that 
“ you ^turn back, by any means, this great calamity from this 
“ fp<^/'’ * Ifaving fail this, he became fpeechleft, and continued 
fo till he hrbathcd his left, on the third day following. 

Boorahan al Moolk, wiio had remained on the field of battle, 
being deprived of moft of his troops by death, or flight, was at 
laft quite furroiinded by the Perfians, and incapable of forther 
refillance, when he was known by a young foldier, a mtii'e of 
the himfelf, who calling 

jated hfea'tb/'fefe- bis-. ovvn d^^e^;'by<,bec^M4li^..^Jbis|lriifemar,^^^ 
fame'^fiaiestbatimg'. apr to- fife, -eiepbanti. • afd -^^cefdmg ' feat, by 

the ropes !pc!torahanald^l<w%'B^!®l^ himfelf 
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to the mercy of the enemy, who carried him before Nadir Shaw, 
and he was treated with great kindnefs and diitindtion. 

For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a icene 
of confufion not to be defcribed j but, what is extraordinary, it 
was not attacked by the Perfians. , Boorahan al Moolk, hearing 
reports of the death of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fucceed 
Mm hi office, had prevailed on Nadir Shaw to offer peace, and 
“refreat from Hindooftan, on the payment of * two corores of rupees, 
and receiving ‘ a vifit from the emperor. He accordingly com- 
mufiicstfedjfMsfe conditions to the emperor and Nizam al Moolk, 
who Were r^&Od beyond meafure, being before overwhelmed 
with dreadi ahd vitrefolution. Mahummud Shaw fent the nizam 
Wiffiont ^Iay to the Perim cmip, where he was received with 
gioii d&v'OOir 'hy^^ .l^ ratified the treaty j ahd he 

returned exnifhfg'^h'iik'm^er^''ViThek fidings of-peaceffpread 
through the camp, and gave new life to the diflaeartened troops; 
but their joy was but of fliort duration. Nizam al Moolk, am- 
bitions of the dignity of ameer al amra, requelled it in return for 
his fervices, in the negotiation, and the emperor immediately con- 

_. M,ninindfnl of the offence it would give to 
ioiki- :^he next day Mahummud Shaw went to 
vifit the Perfiah monarfch, agreeably to his requeft, and was met 
near the camp by Nadir’s fon, Nufler Oollah Mirza, who alighted 
Hbai his iKtffe upon feeing him; when the emperor was fet down 
in Ms teavyiihg ihrone, .and they embraced each other. , JPhe prince 
'then him to his,, father jj.who received 

Mahummud '.^^w/ffaSdmg,'- atr^' : entrance; of hiS;'. t^nt, embra- 
-ced -.Mm 'with^Mralnefek ahd':|eadipg-'lfim,:'|p;.;|ife-m^ feated 
him by him* Afcef fbme converfatibnir afii' fhc uf^^^ ceremonies 
of prefente and* entertainments, IVtahummud Shaw returned to his 
pwn camp, where his prefence gave heartfelt joy and affumnees 

■ ■■ , that 

' bl'V . '■ “Two millions llerling. 



that peace was fully cencluded* Such indeed was the opinion 
of the emperor and all his fubjedtsj and juft would it have been;, 
but for the felfilh dilloyalty of a difgufted minifter. ^ 

Boorahan al Moolk, learning that the office of ameer al amca had 
been given to another, burned with envy and difappointment. In the 
fury of his paffions he refolved to be revenged upon the emperor and 
his rival. He obferved to Nadir Shaw> that two corores of rupees 
were too fmali a compofition for the wealth of Hindooftan j that 
he> as an individual, could pay fo much ; and that the removal of 
Nizto al Moolk, who alone had any ability to refill: his arnis, 
would make the Perfian monarch mafter of the empire without a 
blow, when he might march to Dhely, only eighty miles diftant, 
and pofiefs himfelf of the immenfe treafures of the imperial palace 
and the wedthy inhabitants of the capital. The avarice of Nadir 
was awakened by this treacherous remonftrance, and he again invited 
Nizam al Moolk to his prefence ; who, relying upon the feith of 
■ treaties, ::haftenedK,: without fijlpicion • ' to . ■ 

v: ::Comiipad|c|:;’\fp:;Siipi^^ and ' 
letter to make him another vifit. The nizam now reprefented to 
Nadir, that his behaviour, was contrary to treaty j to which the 
Perfian replied, that he did not mean to depart from his agreement 
or irgure the perfon or empire of Mahummud Shaw, but muft 
have another interview. The nizam wrote informahon of this to 
his mafter ;■ who, hot knowing where to look for fupport in the 
abfence of his minifter, came to the camp of Nadir Shaw, attend- 
ed only by a few of his favourite domeftics, forbidding rpany of 
the nobility, who were anxious to guard his perfon, to follow him. 
;l|^pon:,his arrival he was ordered by the Perfian monarch to remain 
i^,. A;,:tent pitched for his reception, and to fend forj his family, 
..eqfopagj^,' and^„the officers ..pfhp houfoboldfs.: which, he "At 
the idme ; time ordi^ were font to, thft Mpgul camp |o break up, 
and the foldiers tp r^ire where focy chpfo wi^PP^ nsple&tiPn but 

' the 
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tJie vizier, Kunimir ad Dien Khan, was fummoned to the prefence, 
Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamafp Khan, a confidential nobleman of 
Nadir Shaw, were difpatqhefi in front to Dhely, to receive the keys 
of that capital and the imperial palaces from the governor ; after 
which the :;OOi*qneror, with his royal captive, proceeded by eafy 
marches to tfrat city. The utmofr dread and confiifioa prevailed in, 
the, hlpgnl army after tlie departure of Mahuhimud Shaw. In- 
diva«als confulted their own fafety by flight, but were plundered 
or killed- j many by the Perfian marauders, and others by the huf- 
bandmen of the country, who, in time of trouble in Hindooftan, 
generayy affume the occupation of robbery. 

On the eighth of March, Nadir- Shaw reached the gardens of 
Shalemar, and permitted Mahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citadel of Dhely, with his family and domcfticks. On the 
ninth, the conqueror njufJo.a triumphant: etitry jnto the city with his 
army, which was encamped on the. beach of the Juama, untler the 
palace j hut JNadk Shaw took up Ms refidchce within it i the grand 
hall of aiidiepice,. and feveral other apartments, being prepared for 

had been ftrach at the imperial mint for this 
to %e people in the cavalcade. 


' King over the kings of the world 

. . ... Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of periods 

On lh^''‘t^fh' dW Boorahan al ,|4oolk,_ ,of ft •* 
hack, with.iwdMGit'he' had been 'll was, 
he poifoned him^lfr' fitnfr Ite it-' 

advifer ©f Nadir’s ' advancing to Ohelyffei run 
true. 
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dilcipline had been obferved by A© Perfians, and 
no perfon fufFered from the vidtors the fiighteft outrage ; when, on 
the night of the tenth, a fatal tumult arofe, which involved the 
inhabitants of Dhely in ruin. It was fuddenly rumoured, that 
Nadir Shaw was dead 5 by fbme, naturally, and by others, th&i he 
had been aflaffinated by a Calmuck woman in the haram, at the 
inftigation of Mahummud Shaw, The DJiellians too eafily credited 
what they wiihed to be true. They flew to arms, and maflacred 
every Pierlian they met in the city j which, during the night, was 
a icene' of confufion and horror. The nobles of Hindooftan, in~ 
ftead of attempting to g^uell the madnefs of the people, by pro- 
claiming that Nadir was Ml alive and fecure in the palace, which 
was garrifoned by his troops, remained inadive ; and at fome of 
their houfes, the Perfians, who refided in them to proted their 
properties, were treacheroufly murdered. Nadir Shaw, at the 
commencement of the tumult, fent out fome officers to ,perfuade 
the people of their error j but inftead of being diftened tOi 
were *flaughteped. -Seeing it 

not chufing to hazard 'his «-oop in the darkheiS of night and the 
clofe ftreets of the city, 'he refolved to let the ftorm fpend itfelf, 
and wait for morning to take vengeance on its authors. About a 
thoufand Perfians were flain. 

Early the ^nekt moraing. Nadir ' Shaw |Mued-lrom the paIacc,N 
attended by his tihops, aiKi -poll at ithe college of Roofhun 
ad Dowlah, fituatcd in a principal flxeet. From hence he dif- 
patched bands of foldiers, commanding them to flaughter, without 
diftinaion of age or fex, the wretched inhabitants of Dh%, in 
every avenue where they might find a murdered Perfian. Bis 
ordere ivere obeyed with a favage rcadinefa. The damage lallad 
from fun-rife dll mid-day,:4bo!it,ei|ht thoufand /Indians, 
and A%haune, wcre^;"imiracred,,;:;>nd their ..'koiifes .'plundered, by 
the Perfians. To '^adid .to broke put 
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in feveral parts of the city. At twelve o clock, Kummir ad Uien 
Khan prevailed on the conqueror to Hop the maflacre, when it 
ceafed at once } fo exa<3; was tide difcipline of Nadir Shaw. 

It is hnpoffihle to defcribe the mifery of Dhely, during this 
and feveral following days, when the ftreets ftreamed with 
hui»a' Hood, and the bodies of the dead obftruded the paffages. 
Thefe were at length piled together in heaps, without diftindtion 
of rank or religion, and burned in the rubbifh of the ruined 
houfcs.. Several noblemen were put to death by Nadir Shaw, 
for bein^ acceflaiy to the murder of Perfians during the tu- 
toult, and among them a fon in law of the vizier, Kummir ad 
■:Dien ita. r' - ^ • . ; ■ , ■ 

©n the Niflar Mahummud Khan was ddpatched to 

Oude, to deitmiH from Suffder Jung the two corores of rupees, 
which had been promifed by Booahan al Moolk from his pro- 
wince. Nadir Shaw this day began his feizure of the imperial 
effcds and treafure. * Three corores and fifty lacs were found 
” A corore and fifty lacs in plate; ' fifteen corores 
' 'fri?|^^‘.:|"M'Mdbrated peacock throne, valued at ■> one corore ; 

thrbh®; of rich though Imaller value, with the 
arniory, eftimated at * eleven corores, were feized for his ufe j 
alfo five hundred elephants, a great number of horfes, and the 
iupefh the- emperor. 

' On:S;&dnth,'a', trea^ of. peace' was, draWn'up, IHpulating, 
that the prbvhiS^ •cafrww'd : of the Sind ihould remain to the 
■ ' ■ emperor 

“ Three millions, five hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 

I , * One million five hundred thoufand pounds, 
l i;: f Fifteen millions fterling. 

Otie nsillion- fterling. 

»':.|fcen millions fterling. - n 


emperor of Hindooftan, and thofe weft of it be ceded to the 
crown of Perfia. Thus, Cabul, Tatta, and part of Multaun, were 
wrefted from the empire. Nufler Oolkh Mirza, Nadir’s ion, 
was betrothed to the daughter of Yezdaun Bukfh, fon of prince 
Moraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun. 


On the iixteenthi Jogul Kiihoor, vaqueel of Bengal, was feverely 
beaten with fticks, for not expediting the collection of the fine 
impofed on the city. 

On the feventeenth. Nadir demanded from the vizier* two 
corores and twelve lacks of rupees j when the latter pleading in- 
ability, he commanded his de wan, Mujilifs Ram, to give in an 
account of the property of his mafter and of his own, threatening 
him with death if he fhould be guilty of concealment. Three 
daughters and feven ladies were feized from the harana of Muz- 
zuffir Khan, fon in law to the vizier, and forced into the leragHo 
of Nadir Shaw. 

On the eighteenth, a contribution w^ demanded from the nobles 
and fofvants of the court, bankers, merchants, and artizans, which 
wa® levied with the utmoft feverity. Nizam al Moolk, the vizier, 
Sirbullund Khan, and other noblemen, were ordered to colleCt 
two corores and twelve lacks from the citizens, and pay it into 
the treafury in ten days, on pain of Nadir’s difpleafure. 

On the nineteenth, the collectors of the fine began their exac- 
tions. Many perfons put themfelves to death to avoid punifliment, 
their property being over-rated in the afieffment. Among 
wa-e many officers of rank. 

» Two millions and one bunA-ed. aftd twenty thoufend pounds. 
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On the twentieth, Nadir Shaw fent nine Peifian horfes, with 
feventy five trays of gold and lilver brocade and fcarlet cloth to 
Mahummud Sha\v, and ordered Saad ad Dien Khan, meer atuih, 
to pat his own guards as befisre over the haram and offices of 
the emperor. 

• On the twenty firft, Loottff Ali Khan, topjee baffia, or com- 
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw, with twelve thou- 
fend men, marched out of the city, efcorting die invaluable plunder 
of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond 
Nadir Shaw’s equipage, among which were all the magnificent 
tents taken from the palace, was pitched on the banks of the 
Jumna, before the Lahore ^te, and a thouiand Perfians of rank, 
who had taken up their quarters in the palaces of Khan Dowraun, 
SaaduUa Khan, &c. marched to Shalimar. Centinels were placed 
at the gates of the city, to prevent the Perfians from carrying away 
any Hindooftan women. A type of the laft day afflidted the inha- 
bitants of this once happy city, from the cruelties of the colledtors 
of the fine. It was, before, a general maflacrej but now, the 
murder of individuals. In every chamber and houfe was heard the 
cry of affidtion. Buflunt Roy, agent of the penfions, killed his 
family and ; himfelf. Kb^Kfc Ear Khan dabbed himfelf. Many 
took poifon. The “ venerable Cauzee al Kuzzaat was difgraced by 
ftripes. 

In the fame manner all the fervants of the crown, the mer- 
chants, bankers, and all fufpedfed of having money, were harflily 
. treated; and manyj to avoid torment, courted death by their own 
hands. Sleep and rdl fetfcfek. ffie>eityv ^G twenty third, 
additions were made double and treble tcFthe demands from the 
unfortunate officers of the court, and they were beaten and abated 
without mercy. Fojedaur Khan, governor of the environs of the 

city. 


* Chief judge. 


city, from whom four lacks of rupees were demanded, of which he 
had paid one, efcaped from his guards, and arrived at his fort of 
Ferokhnuggur, twenty five cofs diftant j where he continued, though 
Nadir Shaw invited him back by folemn prornifes. He pleaded 
old age and inability. The Jauts, under Buddun Sing, rofe in arms 
in the vicinity of the city, and attacked the foraging parties of the 
Perfians. 

On the twenty fourth, a fire broke out in the imperial *ferfii 
khaneh, and deftroyed effefts amounting to a corore of rupees. 
Nadir Shaw now only waited for the paynaent of the fine, and the 
arrival of Niffar Mahummud Khan j after which he refolved to 
march immediately, and replace Mahummud Shaw on his throne. 

At this time, abounding in difafters and calamity, the capital 
of the empire was become, from her various miferies and troubles, 
an emblem of the day of univerfal diffolution. Firft, from the 
general raaflacre, and the plunders and excefies of the Pcrfian 
army, the conflagration, and other events, the inhabitants of all 
ranks were fo alarmed, that like the affrighted animals of the defart, 
they fought refuge in the moft private and concealed corners from 
further infult. Secondly, from the great fcarcity of grain, '’two 
jfeer of coarfe rice were fold for a ' rupee, and other neceflaries in 
proportion. Thirdly, from a pefiilendal diforder; no morning 
pafled that whole crowds in every fireet and lane did not die. 
Fourthly, from the exa<£tions which occafioned a deliberate mafiacre. 
Unprincipled and unfeeling wretches, ever ready to ufe occafion, 
took the various quarters of the city in farm for the colledion of 
the fine, at the original valuation. In place of ten, they extorted 
thirty and forty thoufand rupees. The firfl: fum was paid to the 

» Repofitory of tents, carpets, canopies, cufhions, bed^ &c. • 

•:Abc.utrfVvur:; ppnnds:; 

' Iwo fhiilings and threepence nearly. ’ 
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troafiiiy, and the reft embezzled by thefe infernal wretches. It is 
probable, four or five corores were thus extorted from the miferable 
citizens, who, from the roads being blocked up, had not power to 
fiy from thefe dreadful calamities, nor a hope of affiftance. Dan- 
ulhmund Khan, one of the moft learned men in Perfia, and firft phy- 
fician to the conqueror, who had been before this, at the requeft 
of Boorahan al Moolk, honoured with the rank of three thoufand, 
and now officiated as ambafiador between the emperors ^ was, at 
the defire of Nadir Shaw, promoted to the rank of feven thoufand 
and office of * khanfamaun to Mahummud Shaw. 

^ On the thirty firft, Mahummud Ghazee ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Nizam al Moolk, brought Meer Nizam ad Dien, fojedaur of the 
environs of the city, who had fied to Ferokhnuggur, to an interview 
with Nadir Shaw, to whom he prefented an offering of a lack and 
fifty thoufand rupees. He was gracioufly received, reeftabliihed in 
his office, commanded to bring in fupplies of grain, and invite the 
people to the deferted villages. The fame day, at the requeft of 
Nizam al Moolk, orders were given by Nadir Shaw to his chief 
fecretaiy to prepare edids to the governors of the different pro- 
vinees airf the dbkfa of Dekkan, commanding them to obey Ma- 
hummud aiaw. »'Fifteefi were accordingly written, and committed 
to Nizam al Moolk. 

On the firft of April, Raja Mujilils Ram, dewan to the vizier, 
hsving p^ fesr lacks of rupees, ftabbed Wmftlf to aTOidthc tor- 
tures ordered inffiacd upoti Wm to extort an additional fum. 
Roy Khooflial 'CJiiiiii the Sectamm, farmer 

of feme royal lands and tll« v««, alfc eight or ten 

principal officers, after having given ten, eight, &, and four lacks of 
rupe^. on more being demanded, made their efcape from the c t^ 
Jogul Kdhoor, Nagir Mui, Saadoolla Khan, and other principS 

* Steward of the houfehold. vaqueels. 


vaqueels, were beaten almoft to death to extort money from them. 
People of all ranks de&rted the city in crowds. 

On the thkd, NadirShaw ordered a feizure of the eJffeds of 
many capital merchants, who had not paid the I'ums demanded from 
themj in confequence of which rich goods were fold for a fourth 
and fifth part of their value. 

On the fifth. Nadir Shaw’s feals were taken off the imperial 
flore-rooms and repofitories, and thofe of Mahummud Shaw and 
Danufhmund Khan affixed in their room. The fame day firmauns 
were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abee Sing, 
Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooftan ; alfo to Raja Sahoo, 
Bajeerabw, and other Dekkan chiefs, with thefe contents : 

** Between us and our dear brother Mahummud Shaw, in con*. 
** fideration of the regard and alliances of the two fovereignties, the 
conhedions of regard and friendihip have been renewed | fia that 
** we may be efteemed as one foul in two bodies. Now our dear 
** brother has been replaced on the throne of this extenfive em- 
pire, and we are moving to the conqueft of other regions, it is 
“ mcombent that ye, like your forefathers in former times, walk 
** in the path of fubmiffion and obedience to our dear brother, as 
** they did to former fovereigns of the houfe of Timur. God 
forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelling fhouid reach our ears, 

<f will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation.” 

On tbe feventh of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels, 
a firpeach, and bracelets, to Mahummud Shaw, with a meflage, 
that his march was fixed for the feventeenth of the month, and 
defiring, that on the morrow lie wouM vifit him, attended by the 
nobility with all the in%nia<' of royalty, that he might give him 
fome valuable advice, and take Ms leave* AccoMingly, the next 
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morning, being the eighth of April, Mahummud Shaw, with 
imperial pomp, attended by the court, on a travelling throne came 
out at the gate of the lion tower, and proceeded to the grand hall 
of audience, at the fteps of which Nadir Shaw received him, 
and led him to a throne, after which all perfons retired. The 
two monarchs remained in private for near an hour. Nizam al 
Moolk, the vizier, and other great lords, were then admitted ; to 
whom Nadir Shaw fpoke nearly an hour, in terms of advice mingled 
with threats. Viands were then diftributed, and drelles conferred 
upon . them. Nadir Shaw prefented jewels for a turban, with a 
fword fet with jewels, to Mahummud Shaw, who then took leave, 
and retired to the lion tower in the fame ftate as before. 

On the eleventh, al! the Perfians quitted the city, except the 
body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shalimar. The 
lame evening Niiffer Oollah Mirza took leave of Mahummud Shaw. 
The foubah of Multaun and four raahals of Yemneenabad were, 
at Nadir Shaw’s requeft, granted to Zekariah Khan, in room of 
the deceafed Abd al Summud Khan, in addition to the govern- 
ment of Punjaab, 

Oil the fburtednth. Nadir Shaw began his retreat from Dhely, 
and proceeded by regular marches to his own empire : but as the 
events of his route but little concern the hiftory of Hindoollan, 
they are not related in thefe pages. It is wonderful, but true, that 
the inhabitants of Dhely, at leall the debauched, who were,,jby far 
the morc^- huinerous part, regretted the departure of the Perfians j 
and to "this dayf the excelfes of their foldiery are topics of humour 
in the loofer ConverJa&sii: of . ail ranks^ and form the comic parts 
«f the drolls or players. The people of Hindooftan at this time 
regarded only perfonal fafety and perfonal gratification. Mifery was 
difregarded by thofe who efcaped it, and man, centered wholly in 
hjtmleifi felt not for his kind. This leifilhnels, defirudlive of public 
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and private virtue, was univerial in Hindooftan at the iiivafion of 
Nadir Shawj nor have the people become more virtuous fince, 
eonfequently, not more happy, nor more independant. 

Upon the retreat of Nadir Shaw, the emperor made fome 
changes among the great officers of ftate, and advanced two noble- 
men, who had ffiewn much attachment and fidelity to his perfon 
during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer 
Khan, Ion of the principal favourite of the emperor Aurungzebe, 
of the fame name, and the other Izaac Khan, of a middle rank 
about the court. Mahummud Shaw, jealous of the power of the 
Tooraun nobles, wiihed to remove the vizier Kummir ad Dien 
Khan from office. Ameer Khan was pitched upon to fucceed him • 
but the emperor was fearful of executing his refolution till the 
return of Nizam al Moolk to Dekkan, as he was nearly related 
to the vizier, whofe intereft he efpoufed. This event at length 
occurred; the nizam, being neceffitated to repair to his govern- 
ment, where his fon Nafir Jung had begun .to, aflume independ- 
ance. With this defign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and 
pitched his encampment near the city, having obtained the de- 
putation of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dien 
Khan, who was alfo fon in law to the vizier,. Mahummud Shaw 
now privately befl:ow'’ed the inkftand of the vizarut on Ameer 
Khan, who imprudently boafted of the honour he had received. 
Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam 
how to ad, who recommended him to beg his difmiffion from 
court, and accompany him to Dekkan. He accordingly repaired 
to the nizam ’s camp, from whence he difpatched a petition, ob- 
ferving to his majedy, that as he. found a change towards him ' 
in the royal behaviour, from the arts of interefted perfons, though 
he had been guilty wilKpglyy ;!^,. no crime, he begged periniffion 
to retire to Delian afid refign his office. Mahummud Shaw, 
alarmed at thetepajture of the yizier, '(forhepbffeffied not deadi- 
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nefs of refolution,) confulted with Ameer Khan, and Izaac Khan 
what anfwer to return. The former advifed compliance with the 
requeft, affuring him, that if he was appointed vizier, he would 
take fuch meafures as fhould fecure his majefty from fuiFering 
from the refentment of the difcarded minifter. The emperor was 
filent, and difmiffed Ameer Khan ; after whofe departure he con* 
jured Izaac Khan by his own head to fpeak his real fentiments. 
Izaac Khan, patronized by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in 
the late confultations, was at a lofs j which the emperor obferving, 
again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this he replied, that 
if he fhould recommend meafures contrary to thofe of Ameer 
Khan, he fhould forfeit his word, and if he advifed the fame, he 
fhould be inimical to his majefty’s welfare j therefore begged to 
be filent j but Mahummud Shaw repeated his requeJls. He then 
obferved, that though Ameer Khan was of high rank, and the 
fon of a nobleman of ftill higher, and poflefled courage and much 
wit, yet from the loofenefs of his manners, he could not command 
proper refpedl in the important office of vizier j that his depend- 
ants, among whom was himfelfv by his patronage recommended 
to^M^ -' ii^Jefly, and raifed to diflindions, were as yet efreemed 
only ly great rag®5 of Hindooftan as ordinary perfons to 
whom they would not fobifiit- as fuperiors : that, on the contrary, 
they regarded with veneration the nizam and vizier, and efreemed 
their fervice honourable to themfelves s therefore, it would not 
he advifeable to remove fuch perfonages, for thofe like Ameer 
Khan attd’Mthfelf.' The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate 
the vizier, and; cpmtmmioated intentions to Ameer Khan; 
who immedktely hafrmed.^*|p , 1^^ niZara;, offering conceffions to 
him and the vizier. It 'drat -he for the pre- 

fent, as a proof of his fincerity in rclinquifhing his defigns againft 
the vizier, retire to his government of Aleabad ; which he did im- 
mediately. The vizier returned to court, where harmony was 
eftablifhed, and Izaac Khan became equally the favourite 
' 0 £ 


of the teinifter, as of Mahummud Shaw. Boorahan al Moolk 
was fucceeded in the government of Oude by his fon in law Suff- 
der Jung j Zekariah Khan was continued foubahdar of Lahore j and 
Shujah ad Dowlah, navob of Bengal, was fucceeded by his fon 
Allah ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan j. who being ihortly after defeated 
and flain by Aliverdi Khan, the governor of Patna, the ufurper 
feized the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and was con- 
firmed in them by the imperial grants, for a large pefhcuih and a 
promife of remitting the royal revenues to the treafury. Nizam al 
Moolk returned to Dekkan,. which had fallen into diforder, from 
the difaifedtion of the provinces during the invafion of Nadir Shaw, 
and the precipitate conduct of his fon Nafir Jung. 

^ LTpon the departure of Ameer Khan to Aleabad, Izaac Khan- 
enjoyed the greatcft fhare "of the emperor’s confidence i and as he 
did not afpire to the more important offices of ftate, the vizier was 
not jealous of the favours conferred upon him but Izaac Khan did 
not long furvive his exaltation. Mahummud Slaw truly af- 
flicted at his lofs, and continued, his afleCtion for the fother to his 
children, but particularly to the eldeft fon, Meerza Mahummud, 
often faying, that had he not him to fupply the place of the de-. 
ceafed, he fhould have died of grief for his lofs. 

This year the emperor fiammoned to court Ameer Khan from A. H. 1156 
Aleabad, Suffder Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Zekariah Khan, nizam, A. D. 1743 
of Lahore and Multaun j alfo the rajas Bukht Sing Rhatoree and 
Jey Sing. A mandate was likewife difpatched to Nizam al Moolk i 
but he pleaded in excufe for his difobedience, his great age, though 
in faCt he was at the tfoie employed in fecuring the government of 
Dekkan tO: bis. family. Raja Jey Sing died this year, and three of 
his wives with many concobiira burned themfelves on his .funeral 
pile. Ameer Khan and SuMef jfiing, on their arrival at court,, 
were received wi& the greateft marks of the royal favour. This 
Vox., n. Ec 


' ;aurungzebe*s successors. 

year the emperor’s only fon, prince Ahmed, was married to a 
daughter of the lineal defcendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated 
in the reign of *Jehaungeer.- The foubahdary of Guzai-at was 
conferred on Fukhir ad Dowlah j but, after a feeble attempt to 
recover it from the Mharattas, he returned to Dhely. 

A. H. 1157. ■ Suffder Jung was hononoured with the poll of meer atufli, or 
A. D. 1744, command of the artillery, and the government of Kafhmeer. 

A. H. 115S. xhis year the emperor, at the requeft of Suffder Jung, march- 
A*D-i 745 * to reduce ’’Ali Mahummud Khan, a Rohilla adventurer, who 
had from the negligence of government poffeffed himfelf of the 
diftrids of 'Kutteer, and affumed independance of the royal 
authority. Tie was befi^ a fortrefs called Bangur, and being 
taken prifoner, ^vtWasKOo3mmitted to the care of the vizier j after 
which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zekariah Khan dying, 
the ibubahdary of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who 
appointed two fons of the deceafed his deputies ; but the bro- 
thers quarrelling with each other, the eldefl: obtained fuperiority 
in tte conteft, and was confirmed in the government of the pro- 

A. H. 1159. This year was diftinguifhed by no other remarkable events, 
A, D. 1746. than the death of Ameer Khan, and the marriage of Shujah ad 
Dowlah, fon of Suffder Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac 

. ' ' ,Khan, 

» Mahabut Kban^ perfon, and for fome time controuled 

the royal authority of the emprefs 

’’ The founder of the Rohilla government, in the end overthrown by Shujah 
ad Dowlah with the afliftance of the Engliih, for having negie&d to fulfil 
the terms of a treaty made with him, when defended by his arms from the 
invafions of the Mharattas. 

; Now called, from the refidence of the Rohillas, RobUcund. It is in pof- 
' J^ea of the navob vizier. 
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Khan, the emperor’s favourite. Thefe nuptials were celebrated 
with uncommon Iplendour. Among the prefents made to the bride, 
were one thoufand lilver cups, each weighing- one hundred rupees. 


Ameer Khan had fince his laft arrival at court conduced the 
whole adminiftration ; the vizier being incapable of attending the 
durbar, from a hurt occafioned by a fall from a terrace, and con- 
tentedly allowing his rival to exercife the influence of his office in 
his name, while he enjoyed fecurity and repofe. Suffder Jung, the 
only one of the nobility able ta oppofe him, was his friend j fo that 
he had no competitor for the royal favour. He was naturally free 
of ipeech, and the emperor, fond of his repartee, had allowed him 
more licenfe in converfation than was conliflent with refped to his 
own dignity. As he acquired power in the ftate, this^^^^^^fe 
grew to importunity, when he was on bufinefs with the emperor j 
which by degrees difguiled Mahummud Shaw, and made him wiffi 
his removal from office. The royal jealoufy was alfo excited by 
Ameer Khan’s paying a vifit to the princes of the blood confined 
in the citadel of Seleemgur. The emperor,* however, fearing his 
power, did not openly ffievv any change towards him. At length. 
Ameer Khan one day preffing fome requeft, which his majefty did 
not chufe to grant, he defired him to be filent, and he would hear 
him on the fubjedt another day. The minifter perfifted, and was 
three times mildly put off, but Hill continued his importunity. At 
leno-th, Roze Afzoon Khan, a eunuch, '’nazir of the haram, re- 
buked him in harffi terms for his dilfefped: to his fovereign ; upon 
which Ameer Khan, highly enraged, exclaimed, “ What privilege 
has a flave to interrupt the converfation of a nobleman ?” The 
eunuch replied, “ If I am a flave, I am the flave of his majefty 
alone, and not of others.” The minifter, inflamed with paffion, 
now addreffed the emperor, faying, if the eunuch was not removed. 


» Twelve pounds fterling. 

^ The naz-ir has the foie direftlon of the feraglio. 
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he would no longer attend the court j and demanded the difpofal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own fervants. The emperor con- 
fented for the prefent, and the mlnifter retired; but Mahummud 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, fliould 
Ameer Khan, perfift in claiming poffeffion of the nuzzarut. The 
eunuch advifed the affaffination of the minifter, and undertook to 
effea: it, without delay. The emperor affented. A perfon who 
had been difcharged from the fervice of Ameer Khan, was applied 
to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day or 
two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the 
inveftiture of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah Khan, a 
favourite eunuch, to he appointed his deputy in its immediate 
exercife. The affaffin was placed in the paflage leading to the 
chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft as he 
had reached the door, ftabbed him with a dagger fo effesftually, 
that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inftant. 
His corpfe was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houfe, where tlie imperial officers had been already fent to feizc 
his effefts ; but were refifted by the military followers of the de- 
ceafed, under pretence that great arrears of pay were due to them, 
fatisfaftion for which they demanded, before they would relinquiffi 
the perfonal eftate; ,nor would they fufter the body to be buried. 
After four days, Suffder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of 
their demands, if they would give up the coFpfe for interment, by 
this time in a ftate of putrefadion, they confented; keeping, 
however, the neareft relations of the deceafed in their hands, as a 
fecurity for the performance of his promife. After the funeral, the 
effiedls were fold to fetkfy the troops, and the emperor obtained 
pofieffion of the jewels an^'^JT^onry for a “lack of rupees, which 
were worth ’’fifty lacks, if not a greater fum.. Thejaghire of the 
deceafed was given to the daughter of the.-«inperor, and put under 
the diredion of Nudjum ad Dowlah, foil to the late Izaac Khan. 

This 

^ Twelve thoufand pounds, 

^ Five hundred thoufand pounds fterling* 
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This year was diftihguiflied by the invafion of Ahmed Abdallee, A. H. ii6i. 
and the death of the emperor Mahummud Shaw- Ahmed was the *747* 
fon of a chief of the Afghaun tribe of Abdal, in the vicinity ,of the 
city of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir Shaw, 


who gave him the poft of a * yeflawul, and by degrees promoted 
him to a confiderable command in his army. Upon the affaffina- 
tion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to poffefs him- 
felf of a confiderable treafure, with which he retired to his 
native country, and affumed the honours of royalty over the Af- 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of Canr 
dahar, 'which fubmitted to his armsj and prevailed upon Nafir 
Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, to acknowledge his authority, 
permitting him to continue in office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir Khan would have performed his agree- 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province refufing to con- 


tribute the fum, and perfuading him to refift, he withdrew his 
allegiance i upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched againfl: him. 
On his approach the people of Cabul deferted -their governor, and 
Nafir Khan retiied to ffie c% of 

fome time ; but fearful of falling into the hands of Abdal Shaw, 
as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopes of a fupply, 
he made his efcape towards Dhely, leaving his family and effeSs 
behind him, which, with , the fortrefs, fell into the hands of the 
befiegcrs, two days after his departure. During this fiege, Shaw- 
nowauz Khan, fou3>ahdar of Uahorej offered to join the fortunes 
of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, on condition of being appointed his 
vizier, and his propofai was accepted i but, at the remonftrance of 
his uncle Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier to the emperor Mahum- 
mud Shaw, he repented of his treachery ; and when Ahmed 
Abdallee, on the fall of Pefliawir, claimed performance of his 
engagement, he declined it. The fhaw, being enraged, marched 
againff Lahore, which ftU. into his hands after a Chort refiftarice. 


Shaw- 


Mace-bearer. 
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j i,;^ with a few attendants, to 

d\r^ fuccefe fni^e weaknefs of ^ 

loftl and in the beginning of to y- ^5!" 

^r;o .he the .ei. -p" 

at/snSjung, foubahd. 

:2S'totet:s :ftol^’int - 

enemy, who had artfully paffed them and plundered *e "ch ci^ 
of SkLd, where to heavy baggage of the pnnce was depofited 
Upon intelligence of to misfortune to prince returned, and upon 
S arrival Lar to enemy threw up entrenchments round his 
camp. The Afghaun ihaw did to fame ; and for fome days fevet^ 
fkirmifhes took place between the two armies. At length, Kumniir 
ad Dien Khan, the vizier, being killed as he was at his devotions m 
his tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul army, and 
Eeefuree Sing with his Raajepootes fled from the field. Meer 
Munnoo, the vizier’s fon, and Suffder Jung, however, difdamed 
to fly* ^drefs. r^^ order in the camp. 1 e nex 

day, a magazihe of rockets taking fire in the enemy s canip, num- 
bers of the troops were wounded by the explofion j and Ahmed 
Shaw Abdallee, either diflieartened by this Jofs, or latisfied by the 
plunder gained at Hrhind, thought proper to retreat towards Cabu , 
which he -did unmolefled. Mahummud Shaw being near ms end, 
upon intelligence of the enemy’s defeat, commanded the prince to 
return to Dhely, having firft .conferred the government of Lahoie 
on Meer Munnoo, as a reward for his feiyices.. Before tlie royal 
army reached Phely the emperor expired, aged^forty eight years and 
fome months, in the thirty firfl: year of his reign. His deatn was 
concealed for fome days, till the arrival of the prince ; who on the 
firft of Jemmaud al Awul was faluted emperor in the garden of 



Shalimar, and on Friday, the twelfth of the fame month, went in 
royal pomp to the great mofque, where the khootbah was read, and- 
coins were ftruck in his name. Mahummud Shaw was buried in 
the college of Nizam ad Dien, in a fepulchre he had erefted on 
' purpofe. , ■ ' ■ ^ ^ ■ 

Mahummud Shaw was not deiditute of abilities and judgment, 
but had an indolence of difpofition too blameable in a fovereign; on 
which account he was overruled by his minifters, and goveined by 
his domeftic fervants. He was unable to reftore the empire from 
the decline it had fuffered during the reign of Ferokhferej and 
being very young at his acceliion, and additSed to pleafore, he 
negledted publick bufinefs ^ fo that diforder encreafed. After the 
invafion of Nadir Shaw he became difpirited, and gave himfelf up 
to devotion and the fociety of religious men* He was averfe from 
oppreffion and fhedding of blood, and the people from him fuffered 
no wrong. While he lived, the royal name was refpeaable ; and 
by his prudence he fuftained ^the tottering pill^l of the ftate from 
falling into total ruin, but coujd not repair the unwieldy fabric. 

Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier, though neglectful of bufineis, 
and much addicted to women and wine, yet was fo meiciful and 
generous, that the inhabitants of Dhely ftill remember him with 
gratitude, and affeCtion, notwithftanding his incapacity for his im- 
portant nation. 
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Ahmed sbaw on his acceffion offered the vizarut to Nizam al 
Moolk j who excufed himfelf from accepting it, on account of his 
great age, being in his hundred and^fourth year j nor did he long 
furviye this fefufal,. dying about a month afterwards in the vicinity 
of Boqrahanpore; the 'capM of -Khaadelhe. He had governed the 
Mogui provinces of I^fckan jfbt thitfy years, as an indcpendant 
prince, except in harkis* with great ability and^ihccelSr tie iefi 
behind him fix fons, and Was foceeeded in Dekkan. by the fecond, 
Meer Ahmed Nafir Jung } the eldeft, Ghassee ad Dien, refiding at 
Dhely, in the office of ameer al amra. Nizam al Moolk is much 
venerated in Hindooftan for his wifdom, policy, generofity, and 
learning* • An account of his life would form a volume, which 

Immediately upon the death of the nizam the vizarut was be- 
fiowed on Suffder Jung, who aflhmed the whole adminiflxation of 
the imperial authority; Ahmed Shaw, contrary to the hopes which 
had been formed of Mm, giving himfelf up t%pleafure, and paying 
no attention to the alto of | Suffder Jung’s firfi: 

meafure in office, to aiKsmi|® Rohillas 
from Kutteer, bordering on his province' of; Oude. He for this 
purpofe inftigated Kaium Jung, the navob of Ferokhabad, to de- 
clare war againft them, Ali Mahummud their chief being juft 
dead, and the country in an unfetded ftate, owing to the minority 
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of Ms fbns and the ambitious difputes of their guardians. Kaium 
Jung complied with the wilhes of the vizier,, but was defeated and 
flain by the Rohillas. 

Difappointed in the conqueft of Kutteer, SufFder Jung refolved 
to reap advantage from the death of the deluded Kaium Jung. He 
perfuaded the emperor to march towards Ferokhabad, and confif- 
cate his eftatcs. The widow, children, and mother of the navob, 
unable to refill:, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea- 
furesj .' -The principal fervants of the deceafed were fent prifpners to 
Aleabadj but his mother was allowed to keep the city of Ferokh- 
abad and tweive fmall diftriits, for the fupport of the family, as they 
had been conferred on it in perpetuity by the emperor Ferokhfere. 

The conquered country was committed to the care of the vizier's 
deputy. Raja Nowil Roy. This year, Ahmed Abdallee advanced A.H. ii6a. 
again as far as Lahore ; but being gallantly refille d by Meer Mun- 
noo, he thought poper to retreat, on his agreeing to pay Mm the 
revenues -of -'feuFdiftraS 'ih that;'|movinc^| vI'S'J ^ 

The vizier was fcarcely returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan, A. H. 1163. 
a brother of the late Kaium Jung, collecSted an army of Afghaunsi A. D. 1750. 
and recovered the territories lately feized from his family, Ity de- 
feating Raja Nowil Roy, who was flain in the adlion. The vizier 
was on his mlatch ito affill his deputy^ when he received accounts of 
his death, arid prefied on tO'rcvCnge iti but the fortune of Ahmed 
Khan prevailed. He, in a general adlion, defeated the vizier, who 
fled to Dhely, trembling for the fafety of his province of Oucie, 
now expofed to the refentment of the enemy. 

Ahmed Khan immediately after his vidroty marched tO' Me^ 
aba#* ■ which fowtrels he befie^d, apd difpatchM hfe fon Mhamo 
Khan -to feiae'thoeity vizier foittmotted an army 

of Mharattas to Ms.alMlancc* .with wladch, M months after his 
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lofs, he moved from Dhely, recovered his own dominions fi'om 
the enemy, and obliged Ahmed Khan, with his allies the otlier 
Rohillas, to take ihelter in the hills. Upon his fubmiflion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinftated in the poffeffion of Ferokhabad and a country 
producing a revenue of fixteen lacks of rupees j the reft of the 
territories poflefled by the late Kaium Jung being divided between 
the vizier and the Mharattas. The other Rohillas purchafed their 
pardon by the payment of a large contribution. This year was alfo 
diftinguilhed by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere 
ftom the Raajepootes, who had aflumed independance ; but the 
imperial general was defeated, and returned in difgrace to Dhely. 
The vizier, after his vidory, employed himfelf in • refettling his 
wafted provinces. 

[ I A. H. 1 164. This year was diftinguilhed by the death of Nafir Jnng, fecond 

1 1 A. D. 1751. fon and fucce:ffi>r to Hizam ai Moolk in Dekkan, by a confpiracy 

!; of his own ftrvants, affifted by the Frtench» who furprizied his 

camp while he was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew Muzzufftr Jung, who was taken prifoner j but on the death 
i of his uncle was placed on the mufnud of Dekkan by the con* 

i i fpkators. This young prince did not long enjoy his dignity, but 

was aflafiinated almoft immediately after his acceffion, by the fame 
perfons who had raifed him to power j when Suilabut Jung, third 
Ion of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuftir Jung. Mr. Bufly was 
created a noble of the empire, and the northern -lirkaurs granted 
in jaghirb to his nation.* 

A. H. 1165. This year Ahmed Shaw Abdalia; a^tia advanced as far as La- 
A D. 1751-2. bore, and was oppoffed lor four monffis b^ -Mcer Munnooj who, 
however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being 
di 4 >irited, was obliged to fubmit. He was received into fevour 

' ' ■ ' ' ■ 

a For a detail of thefe events, fee Mr. Ormc’s elegant hiftory. 


by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore and 
Multaun under his authority; and thus were thefe two, valuable 
provinces torn from their dependance on the defcendants of Timur. 
Ahmed Abdallee, during his ftay at Lahore, fent an ambaflador 
to Dhely, demanding conceffions from the emperor; who, much 
alarmed, recalled Sulfder Jung to court. The vizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhely, with his own army, and his 
auxiliary Mharattas ; but . Jaweed Khan, the favourite eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace by 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who re- 
treated from Lahore to his own dominions. The vizier, offended 
at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Dhely, and informed the emperor that he muff 
devife fome means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought 
to his affiftance’ on the proroife of a large flim of money. At 
this period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaw, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
eldeft fon of the late nizam, efteeming the death of his brother 
^ Nafir/:Jung; ia^ to - his ckhns.,Gp^4hp:;?g|^^ 

lean, offered to pay the demands of the Mharattas; if the emperor 
would grant him the Ibubahdaiy of that country. Ahmed Shaw 
readily complied, and Ghape ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large lum of money in hand, and promifes of greater tavours 
when he fliould arrive at his government. 

The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon the departure of the Mharattas, 
entered Dhely, and attended in his. offices at court ; but he was 
much difgufted at the influence of the eunuch Jaweed Khan over 
the emperor, and the difgraceful peace made by the favourite’s 
advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He refolved to remove him; 
and, for this purpofe, having invited him to an entertainment, 
had him affaffmated,by, onp,pf his fervants. This aftion enraged 
the emperor againfl: him, and made him refolve on difplacing him 
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. - but fuch w« the power of 
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He left behind htm ^ „f s„ffder Jung, he was 

exlTEOtdtoatjr whites. ^ ameer al amra, and received ths 

appoint^ to adDien Khan Bahadur, in addition to his 

fame tides „o„ng man made of his power, was 

own. The firftufe whic J to extremities i» his refetitment 
to advifc: the emper or JO accordigly, removed him from 

agauA hk pawm his ^'.Pf “c! 

his office of ^ ' jais fovereign, rcqu^e^ to be 

Suffder Jung, xmwilhng and the emperor 

allowed to “^l!^d encamped at a fmall diftance from 

confenting. he left Dh ^ ,o him the folly of to 

it His friends, howev , ? , | his intention of repairing 

cafiiy r®%hi»g^ Alit^d Shaw; for which purpofe 

tolide, “ l owing off Us alle- 

he called the Jauts to his. was one of 

giance, fet up a youth as emperor, p befieged Dhely 

the royal family who had 1 ^ young ameer al 

for fix- months; h«t Ld of the war, Suffder 

•», f, ~ ^ govern- 

meut, leavmg teme, an^ hia office of vizier was, 

ronfe^t^tom'aTl^wlah. &n of the late viaier, Kummir 

ad Dien Khan. Upon 
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Upon the retreat of Suffder Jung, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
being joined by an army of Mliarattas, which h^ |iad invited into 
his fervice, marched from Dhely againft the Jaut raja, Soorauje 
Mul, who pofleffed the province of Agra. The raja, unable to 
keep the field, retired to his ftrongeft fortrefs, which was fur- 
rounded ; but the minifter having no battering cannon petitioned 
the emperor to fend the royal train from Dhely. By this time 
Ahmed Shaw had been alarmed at the ambitious proceedings of 
the, young ameer ai amra, who had behaved towards him with 
great haughtinefs, and fhewn little; refped to the royal authority,, 
which made him apprehenfive of his own fafety, fhould he ac- 
quire the rich conqueft of the Jaut territories. Soorauje Mul 
had alfo written privately to court, that if the emperor would 
march to * Secundra, he would join him with his troops, and free 
him from the impending dangers of the treachery of his minifter. 
This petition was enforced by the advice of Intizam ad Dowlah, 
who enjoyed the chief confidence of the emperor and his mother, 
to whole aifedions he had fucceeded on the death of Jaweed Khan. 
Ahmed Shaw r^ufed the cannon, and marched from Dhely with 
a fmall army of houfehold guards, but a cumbrous train of fol- 
lowers and baggage, carrying with him all the ladies of the haram, 
to Secundra. Ghazee ad Dien, on intelligence of this, ' detached a 
party of -Mharattas to impede his progrefs. Thefe plunderers fin- 
prized the royal camp at night. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother 
and vizier, made their efcape, in covered litters to Dhely, with a 
few attendants, leaving their unhappy followers to the mercy of 
the enemy. On this occafion, ail the infignia of royalty, the im- 
perial baggage, and many princeffes of the Timur family, (among 
whom was the widow of Mahumraud Shaw) fell into the hands 
of' the' 'MImattas. After the conftifion ed viftosy aow! 'confequcnt 
plunder, tlie ladies were,^relealcdi, ami jfijrai0W wi'tfa an eicort 
to Dhely. ■ ,, ^ ^ ' . 

, - Ghazee 

* A town, between Dhely and Agra. 
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Ghazee ad Dien now returned to Dhely, and affuming the 
vizarut from Intizam ad Dowlah, depofed the unfortunate Ahin^ed 
Shaw, who was blinded, and confined with his mother m Se- 
leemgur. Yezzeez ad Dien, fon of the late Jehaundar Shaw, was 
proclaimed emperor, by the title of Aulumgeer the Second. This 
event happened on Sunday, the tenth of Shaubaun, 1 167. 

This year died Suffder Jung, late vizier, and foubahdar of Oude, 
and was fucceeded in his government and eftates by his fon Shujah 


AULUMGEER 



aulurgeer the second. 


AULUMGEER 2^* 


GhAZEE ad Dien Khan, upon *e eftablifhment of &= new 
emperor’s admmiftration, marched from Dhely, carrying the pa- 
geant monarch with him, intending to wreft Lahore and Multan 
from the Abdallee conqueror, Meer Munnoo, the governor, being 
lately dead and the confequent eonfufion of affairs promifing fuc- 
cefs tojus defigns ; but a mutiny breaking out in a corps of cavalry, 
the officers treachemufly feized his perfon, and treated him with 
great mdigmty. ^ His ote were afraid to ad while he was 
m the hands of an enemy. The emperor, who was difgalled at 
the ha^htineff of his minifter, encouraged the mutineers, and 
even offered them a large fum to deliver their prifoner into his 
hands. In this dangerous crifis, the fortitude and addrefs of 
Ghazec diduotforfake him He foothed the diftontented officer. 
With affurances of paying their arrears and forgetting their dffi-^ 
pea to hi. perfon. They releafed him . end ffie &ft frfS “l' 
rfhis freedom was, to order Nujeeh ad Dowlah with his followers 
to fall upon the revolted corps. Numbers were flaughtered, and 
the reft difperfed. The minifter returned for the prefent to Dhelv 
where he placed the weak Aulumgeer under a guards 


Munnoo ^ •wen betrothed to the daughter of Meer 

Munnoo. and he now pnade the completion of his efponas a 
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pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his dejfigns 
of feizing the government from the widow. Upon liis arrival at 
Lodiana, he difpatched a fplendid efcort and a letter to her mother,' 
demanding his bride. She complied with his requcft, and com- 
mitted the young lady to the charge of his emiffaries, with her 
marriage portion, happy to purchafe fo ealily the protedlion of 
the vizier. While engaged in the feftivities of his nuptials, the 
minifter dilpatched fuddenly a confiderable force to Laliore, and 
the governefs, not fufpeding treachery, was feized and conduded 
with h^r tfeafures to the camp of her fon in law, who conferred 
the government of the province on Adeena Beg Khan for an 
advance of thirty lacks pf rupees. Upon the accomplilhment 
of this affair he returned , to Dhelyi but the widow of Meer 
j^nnnoo w^, not ip be appeafed, threatening him with; fpeedy 
vengeance . from Ahmed Shaw Abdalke^ her 

fovereign. Shortjy jj^eeC^ire Jier affurances fiilfflOteds .and the 
unfortunate fubjeds of HindooAan' fevercly fmnilhed for the avarice 
of the vizier, who, however, by his addrefs efcaped the. danger, 
'which his infidious policy inflided on the people. 

on inteiligen«; of the 
ClS-daW to .Lahore, wliich was 
evabntted on his approa<^i and piirfued his route to Dhely. 
Ghazee ad Dien, koovving himfelf incapable of refifting fuch an 
enemy, begged forgiveneJEs of his mother in law, and obtaining 
hp reffl^y^ndations .to the Shaw, fct out for his camp with a 
few attehd^nte. The Afghann rebuked him fovercly for his trea- 
cherous conuh^^l)^ copfented; fo paakai him,, on promife of 
a large ai|i|atal . minifter 

accompanied him, and, like Nadir Shaw,' the conqueror took up 
his relidence in the citadel. The wretched emperor Aulumgeer, 
being incapable of refiftance, affeded to receive him as a royal 

fo merciieff piun» 
■S' ' der 
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derof the foldiery, whofe avarice was infatiable. Such was their 
cruelty in gratifying it, that numbers of the unfortunate inhabitants 
put themfelves to death, with their women, to efcape difgrace. 
A whole month paffed in terror and alarms. The houfe of the 
late Kummir ad Dien Khan was plundered, and thofe families 
who had been fortunate enough to efcape the rapacity of Nadir 
Shaw, were now alfo involved in ruin. Unfatisfied with the 
wealth of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched againll the Jaut raja, 
Soorauje Mul, who pofieUed the province of Agra, and dilpatch- 
ed Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with one of his generals and two 
princes of the houfe of Timur, to raife contributions from the 
Doaub, or countries lying between the Ganges and Jumna rivers. 


Ghazee ad Dien being arrived at Ferokhabad, Ahmed Khan 
Bungufh, the fbubahdar, purchafed his fafety by a fum of moneys 
and joined him with his troops j the miniller intending to purfue 
his march into the territories of the young navob of Oude, Shdah 
ad Dowlah, who, fufpecHng his defigns, had marched with all 
his forces to the frontier of his country, Ind was joined by the 
navob Saadooliah Khan, chief of the Rohillas, an alliance then 
fubfifting between them. Ghazee, after trying in vain to de- 
tach 'Saadooliah from his friend, thought it prudent to fufpend 

hoffilities, and finally to give over his defigns upon Oude, on 
Shujahs confenting to pay him an offering of five lacks of rupees 
for the young princes. He halted however at Ferokhabad, bein<^ 
unwilling to return to the Afghaun conqueror without the fums 
he had promifed him. 


Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who had marched againfi: the 
Soorauje Mul, after taking Builumgur, a ftrong fortrefs, and 
infliaing a general mafiacre on the unhappy inhabitants of Muttra 
(a city venerated as holy; ambng the Hindoos, and the refort of 
pilgrims from -all parts of the empire) was employed in reducing 

the 
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the citadel of Agra, which the imperial governor had rcluied to 
furrender; when a plague breaking out in his camp obliged 
him to think of retreating, left his army fliould be fo reduced, 
as to leave him a prey to the refentment of the conquered. 
He, accordingly, raifed the fiege of Agra, and returned to Dhely, 
near vs^hich he was met by the wretched Aulumgeer, who en- 
treated him not leave him in the power of his oppreffive 
minifter Ghazee ad Dien Khan. At his requeft, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah was appointed ameer al amra, and eiijoined to protect 
his mafter againft the power of the vizier. At this time, the 
two widows of the late Mahummud Shaw, fearful of rellding 
longer in Dhely,; offered the daughter of that emperor to Ah- 
med Shaw, and petitioned for an afylum for themfelves in his 
dominions. He accepted the princefs in marriage, and com- 
plied with the requpft of the fultanas, who accompanied him 
to Candahar, to whiefi he proceeded immediately after the cele- 
bration of his nuptials. His fon Timur Shaw, who was mar- 
ried at the fame time to a daughter of Aulumgeer was left with 
a conliderable force at the city of Lahore. 

During fhefe ;cakmities in the capital of the empire, Dek- 
kan was alfo vexed by revolutions. Monfieur Bully, the French 
general, who had obtained the fgle influence in the court of 
the nizam Sullabut Jung, was governed in his turn by the ad- 
vice of Hyder Jung, a native nobleman, who lea him as he 
pleafed. Mr. Bufly continued to condufl the affairs of Dek- 
kan, till, by the intrigues of Nizam Alee, brother to Sullabut 
Jung, his counfellor Hyder Jung being affaffinated, and the Englilli, 
who had patronized ikkhuamuA-^ Alee; id the province of 

Arcot, growing powerful, he waS obliged to return into the 
French territories to the affiftance of his countrymen. Nizam 
Alee, being without a rival, depofed his brother, and affumed 
th| gpyeiinment; but his power was much curtailed by the Mha- 

rattas. 
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rattes, who obliged him to refign a great part of bis terrx- 
les, and pay a tribute for the remainder. The Englilh, after 
a long ftruggle with the French, took Pondicherry, which they 

h;t!r^t- rf f f ^ jag, 

iuiu which had been given to their competitors in Delckam * 


Upon the retreat of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, Ghazee ad 
Uxea Khan having prevailed on the navob of Ferokhabad, 
timed Khan Bunguih, to join him with his troops, and call, 
ed to his affiftance an army of Mharattas under Ragonaut 
Kaow aM Holkar, marched to Dhely. The emperor, and Nu- 
jeeb ad Dowlah, after a fiege of forty five days, were obliged 
to u mit to the enemy. Nujeeb ad Dowlah, by bribing the 
ax attas, obtained leave to retire to his government j but the 
emperor was left in the power of his minifter. Ah- 
met^ V lan was. appointed ameer al amra, as a return for his 
lex vices. Ghazee ad Dien now polTeffed uncontrouled what little 
o tie imperial power remained to the poffefibr of I^ely, but his 
jeaJouly was alarmed by the empetor's eldefi: fon. Alee Gohur, 
w Q a^ obtained from his father a jaghire in the vicinity of 
tie capdal, and was employed in raifing contributions from it, 
IS upport, at the head of a final! body of troops. The 
vizier obliged the emperor to recall the prince, who returned 
o the artifices of the minifier Could not prevail 

«pon xm to enter the citadel, where he knew he fiiould be 
toa e a prxfoner. Ghazee, enraged at his refiftance, furrounded 
IS palace, when the prince, by a gallant effort, cut his way 
With a very few brave followers through the troops, and made 
his efcape to Nujeeb ad Dowlah, who proteded him for eight 

fortune m Bengal, the navob of which province, Serauje ad 

,,,Dowkh 

* Thefe events are amply detailed Iri the Works of MefTrs. Orme and Cambridge. 
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againft them. The Hindoo princes alfo were equally oppreffed 
by the Mharattas j who, though of the fame faith, only left a 
bare maintenance to thofe whom they conquered. Both Mufful- 
mauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, that he 
would march and affume the throne of Dhely, in which they 
promifed to fupport him. The Abdallee, enraged at the leizure 
of Lahore by the Mharattas, was rejoiced at the invitation, which 
affured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofe, and 
he reiblved to accept it. He advanced without delay acrofs the 
Attok, and drove the Mharattas before him to Lahore, which 
they evacuated alfo upon his arrival. They were joined in their 
flight by Suddeek Beg Khan, -'the widow of Adeena Beg, and their 
other renters; nor did they flop till they had reached the vicinity 
of Dhely. From Lahore, Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely. 
Upon intelligence of his approach reaching Duttah Sindia, that 
chief raifed the blbclcade of Hhjceb ad Dowlah’s camp, without 
finifliing a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with 
an army of eighty thoufand horfe againft Ahmed Shaw. That 
prince had crofled the Jumna, on account of the great Icarcity 
of provifions in the high road from Lahore, owing to the late 
depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered and laid wafte 
the country 'in their flight, in order to retard his purfuit, and, 
perhaps, oblige him to retreat m his own country for w'ant of 
fubflftance. He was foon joined by the chiefs Nujeeb ad Dowkh, 
SaadooIIah Khan, Ha£z Khamut, and Doondee Khan, who fup- 
plied his army witl%ram and other neceflaries from their terrL 
lories eaft of the Oanges. The Mharattas encamped near Dhely, 
and Ahmed ,Sha^ ^ched tp give them battle. For feme days, 
the Duranny remained hQTO^,^^rquiid their camp, and ilcir- 
mifhing only took place betwherf ofet^hed guttles on either Me. 
At length Duttah, diflrefled for provifions, having firft font ofl* 
his nephew Junko to Dekkan, with a fmall party, determined 
to hazard a battle. With his whole army difmounted, he drew 
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up in front of his camp, inviting the Durannies to aSion. The 

djaUenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement Acceeded, in 
which, at laft, Duttah and the greatell part of his troops were 

Z vi'tr''^; ft T T ™“=dktei after 

tdl he arrived at Narnoul. Here he received intelligence that 
olkai, who was the Mharatta chief k the Jeypore country, 
had marched to Soorauje Mul, chief of the Jants, whom he 
endeavoured to prevaU upon to jom him, but he alleged in his 
excufe for not complying, that he could not fpare troops from 
his garrtfons, which he muft defend againft the Durannies. Holkar 
upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, ■ twenty ccfs 
to the ea/la ard of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefi had colleSed 
ores of gram, and a fupply of money for the Shaw’s army, 
rmping to diftrefs him by feizing them j but the Rohiilas had 
the precaution to move the grain acrofs the Ganges, 
i he Shaw, upon this intelligence, detached Shaw Puffund Khin 
with a body of horfe againft Holkar. jk fehel'ipace of twenty 
tour hours he marched with fifteen thouiknd horfe from Nar- 
noiil to Dhely, the diftance of ‘’feventy cofs, and only remain- 
ing a day at that city for refrefhment, crofted the Jumna the 
knowing, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, where 

Holkar was encamped. The Mharatta chief was completely fur- 

pnzed, and had toarce time to make his efcape quite naked, with 
aoout three hundred kSbwers. The reft *pf his troops were 
either kdled or taken, prifonere, and a great plunder fell into the 
an s o tie vidtois. Ahmed Shaw moved from Narnoul to 
Hheiy ; and at the approach of the rains crofl'ed the Jumna to 
canton at Secundra, for the convenience of being fupplied with 
Ions, as the country round Dhely;, on the weftcrn bank 






One hundred and' forty miles, " ' 


of the JnmM. kwi been laid wafte and defolate by his own 

V enemy’s depredations. , 

V^en intelligence of Dnttah Stadia’s Mte^tched 

t r rTrtT^Arp-- ntielv and the overthrow ot Holkar, reatnea 

to^. commonly caU^ Bhaow 

Ballajee: the pelhwa, 

:^U:t;TI : ZZ.U: Lh of cavahy, macch^ to segata 

if “je": JaT^jafrf tiled fnj 
Mulhaf and Holkar, who had taken re%e with B™- “ ^ 

followers joined them. 

A. H. 1173* -rAfc and attack the Duranny bhaw, 

A.D.1759* would not permit him to crols and attacic j , 

marched to Dhely, which he entered, and m^ediately com- 

menced an alTault upon the palace. One attack was mane at 

the lion baftion, and another at the Dhely gate. Holkm and 

Junko endeavoured to, force the gate, but in vain. At leng*. 

five huiidred! men with matc^docks, under Eetui Raow, Icaled 

the walls near the lion baftion, and forced their way to the doors 

of the royal haram. Some Duranhies now ruihed from Seleem- 

ghur, and by a volley laid twelve of the affailants dead} which 

lo alardaed ti?e that they in the greateft dilbrder turned 

' theh backs/ ahl threw- themfflves The Mha- 

ratta chiefs then re;tked Saadoollah Khan. They 

ereded batteries in' 'Khan Gardee, 

who commanded the difciplined fepoys ah*^ brought 

three’ pieces of cannon to bear on the fort from the bank of 
the Jumna* with which he battered the lion baftion* the odla- 
gonal tower* and the royal haram. Great part of the private 

■ ' audience 
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audience hall, and other apartments were damaged, and the 
unfortunate confined princes and princeffes thrown into terror 
and confufion. For fome days cannonading continued; at the 
end of which, Yacoob AH Khan, the Duranny governor, find- 
ing provifions fall fliort, and feeing that no aiTiftance could 
reach him from Ahmed Shaw, on account of the- fulnefs of the 
Jumna, propofed to furrender the palace, on condition of being 
allowed to march out unmolefted, with his followers and ef- 
fedls. His offer was complied with; and, evacuating the fort, 
he eroded the Jumna in boats with his garrifon, and proceeded 
to the camp of Ahmed Shaw. The Bhaow gave the com- 
mand of the garrifon to Naroo Sunker, a bramin of diftinftion. 

The Bhaow, though he had the prefumption to afpire at the 
empire of Hindooftan, was low and mean -in his adlions. He 
broke down the ceiling of the grand hall of audience, which 
was of filver, and melted it tor coin. The gold and filver plate 
at the tombs of * Nizam ad Dien Ouleah, and thofe at the fe- 
pulchres of the emperors, as cenfers, lanaps, and c^dlefficfcs, 
he alfo feized; and Was .guilty of every plunder eipreflive of a 
little mind. He had the imprudlence to remain at Dhely, though 
the utmoft fcarcity of provifions prevailed, owing to the country 
adjacent having been the feene of war for four years fuccef- 
fively. Towards the conclufion of the rains, he marched out 
to plunder the little cultivation which had taken place. On 
the twenty ninth of Suffir he placed Shaw ‘’Jewan Bukht, fon A. H. 1174. 
of Alee Gohur Shaw Aulum, bn the throne, and appoint- A*^^**?^®* 
ed Shujah ad Dowlah his vizier, to whom firmauns were fent. 

Vox,. II. H h iii' 

* A celebrated Mahummedan faint. 

•* The fame prince, who, in the year 1784, made his efcape from Dhely, 
and threw hitofelf on the protefiSon of Mr,, Haftings 5 who, by his irifiu^iice 
with the ylzkr, obtained for alkwanee/ of, forty 'thoufand'pbwds per 
annum. On Ms death a iihjfM fliare of this perifion Was continued to his 
women and family, wbo yet refide at BanaraSj undet' tW Englifh protection. 




the river at Fzkm near t/aciy, 

of many men, who ^were drowned ^ ’ olunder 

efer, fo aftoi^ed the Bhaow, who had P ^ 

wL >LipitatK>n ^ Pt I" 

dred and forty thoufand horfe, commanded by ^ 

brated and veteran Mharatta chiefs, befides his corps of fepoys 

and artillery i but, with this great 

eaiil m- Wgage the Abdallee, he entrenched himlelf on a plain 

Duranny army • foon arrived 

near him,' ani Ahmed Shaw#ient out parties to prevent gram 
from paffing to his camp. Daily Ikirmifhes took place be- 
tween' bodies from both armies. At length, Ahmed Shaw fin - 
ing that nothing would force the Mharattas from then, camp, 
refolv^ alTau^^^ Jehaun Khan, jPufiu#' Khan, and 

Nujeeb ad &wfehi 'formed die van, and were Mowed by the 
other Indiah chiefe*;' on their approach drew 

out 'at 'a Httle.diftahce ih~ fMt;of'>;theit;:;,^,‘' ' The adion be- 
gan with much fury at twelve o’clock, and continued doubt- 
jful with great daughter till near twilight, when the Rohilla 
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infantiy of Nujeeb ad Dowlah forced their way into the ene- 
my's works, and Bulwunt Raow, a near relation to the Bhaow, 
was killed, with a great number of men ; but night coming 
on, Ahmed Shaw ordered a retreat, and the ftruggle ceafed. 
Famine and ficknefs raged in the Mharatta camp, and num- 
bers died every day j but they ftill held out, in hopes of being 
ihortly fupplied with provifions by Govind Pundit, the chief of 
Etawa and Korah, who had been cdlledling grain and money, 
which he had brought as .far as Shawdirruk near Dhely, with 
ail efcort of ten thoufand horfe, intending to march up on the 
fide of 'the Jumna oppofite the Shaw’s camp, and by degrees 
join his friends. Ahmed Shaw had intelligence of his motions, 
and fent Atta Beg Duranny^ with five thoufand horfe, to inter- 
cept him. This chief eroded the Jumna, and in two days by* 
forced marches reached Shawdirruk, where he furprized and put 
to death the deputy of Naroo Sunker, and all his 
From thence he advanced to Ghazee ad Dien Nuggur, 
cut oiF a party of the enemy , at that plac^,, jfe; then haftened 
to Jellallabad, where Govind Pundit had arrived With his con- 
;:Voy:othe;;yj[afoei::da;y;:» ":::;He ' waS;^^ 

lowers mofiiy fled. Thofe who refilled were cut to pieces, 
with himfelf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy, with 
the condudled to Ahmed Shaw; 

who by this ftroke completed the blockade of the Mharatta 
camp beyond relief. The enemy’s ftation was now rendered in- 
tolerable by filth of every kind;- numbers dying every day of 
famine and ficknefs. The chiefs held a confultation, and agreed, 
that as by remaining in entrenchments they mufl; periffi with, 
difeafe and hunger, it was better to hazard a battle, and, if 
defeated, fly to Dekkan. They marched out of their camp, 
and advanc<^, with their artillery in front, - towards the army 
of the Shaw, 'who prepared; for, their^redeption, and'' per- 

h'.a . , _ , . ' mitted 




manded Shujah ad Dowlah and the other chiefs to fubmit to 
his authority. Sultan Jewan Bukht was continued on the 
throne as regent, till his father, then in Bengal, Ihould re^ 
turn to Dhely; and Nujeeb ad Dowlah was entrafted with 
the care of the city and protection of the royal family. 




' 'A'tt jiVs/" 
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ShUTAH ad Dowlah haying received the khelaut of the 
vfearot fiom Shaw Aulum. who was on his m^h &om Patta, 
where he had been acknowledged by the Enghfli, and the 
navob Meer Caufim Khan, haftened to receive to on the 
conf nes of his province, at the river Camranafla. From thence 
tjbe emperor and vmkt tmxch^d into Bondeknnd, and' fet2;cd 
feveral diftrids the iVIharattas, not yet recovered from 

their late defeat, it the conclulion of this campaign, Meer 
Cauhm having been expelled from Bengal by the Englilh, 
threw himfelf on the protedion of the vizier, who agreed to 
Kim m the recoveiy of his territories, when the events 
! are related in the account of the affairs of 


^ ad powIali> on '' tlie departnre of Ahmed Shaw At>^ 

dallee, being in poffeffion of Dhely, was fliortly after attacked 
by Soorauje Mul, raja of the Jauts, who had already e^ctended 
his ka^|ity . jQVpr the capital of Agra and its depeiwiancies ; but 
the iaja'feei^.:Ja|a,|.a8 ,be ,was imprudendy ' riding ■_ oat with a 
thin’ attendance feo ^ near -die;;'' enemy^is ’ lase, .bis araiyScd, and the 
ameer al amra ohtaimd an almcA. He was 

however fliortly after attacked by |owaSjfMul, the fon and fuc- 

" ceflor 

* A particular account of this, and other tranfaiflons of Shaw Aulam in 
vrill be feeu in the hiftory (rf that province, in this volume. 
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cefTor of Soorauje Mul, when Dhaly fuffered the hardfliips of a 
fiege for forty two days j at the expiration of which, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah obtained a peace by making fome conceffions to the young 
raja. From this time he governed Dhely, and the few diftridls 
yet in poflefllon of the royal family, with moderation and juftice, 
till his death j when he was fucceeded in his dominions by his 
fon Zabtah Khan, who continued to protedl the royal family ; the 
emperor Shaw Aulum refiding at Aleabad, with the Englifli, 

Shaw Aulum at length growing weary of his retirement at A. H. 1185. 
Aleabad, and finding, after repeated applications, that he could A. D. 1771, 
not obtain the affiftance of the Englifli to put him in poffeffion 
of Dhely, over which he had only a nominal authority, or to 
extend his real power beyond the limits of the two fmall pro- 
vinces of Aleabad and Korah, refolved to quit their protedion, 
and call in the Mharattas to efcort him to the capital of the 
empire, near which a confiderable army was encamped^^^^^^^^ 
rcfolution he was urged on by Huflaam ad Dowkh, his feyourite, 
who hoped to acquire the foie adminiftration of ^e idykl affairs, * 
Ihould the emperor leave Aleabad, where his power was cen- 
trouled by Moneer ad Dowlah, an old minifler, who enjoyed the 
confidence and fupport of the Englifli, and with juftice, as a re- 
fpedaWe charader, the favourite being a weak man, and known 
chiefly as: the pander of the loofer pleafures of his royal maflrer. 

The vizier. Shujah ad Dowlah, though apparently againft the 
meafure, yet privately encouraged: Hufliam ad Dowlah to perfuadc 
the emperor to march, and even gave him a fum of money, as 
a proof of his friendfhip ; for he regarded the prefence of Shaw 
Aulum with the Englifli, as a bar to the fuccefs of plans in which 
he reqipred their afliftance. Moneer ad Dowlah, who was well 
acquainted with the charader of the Mharattas, ; and forefavv th|it 
his: mafler 'wouMTn' ' the, '^lid.fall-a pr^' td •theh treachery, en-^ 
deavoured, but' fii , vain, 




u/ 


com-" 




‘ * TO officer. were Tt oining the 

ons .fcave prevailed on the P°^'7 , brigade their conqtJefts would 

emperor. Had they ' accompamed him with a brigade, their q 

Sfe mt been fplendid; but to preferve them they 

taken ^“12 ofB^t t^tey would 
occurred from" c.u:cumftanc^,',^ t^uned *2^, jbe ftig- 

have been ldudlT'‘'i^efe<tt^' to- btaf ebuhtrymen as, afts of b^wnty » tne g 

mati®ed fervants^of 'thfi''dototMnyi'"-;'%' 

rr?n ^ affair/of 

dtfs «£ by Lifted, and, perhaps, envious eloquence, give place to 

tW omL feines of Bnglifhmen, on difeovering that the honour of our country 
t b, Wtom in M. At ho., yon h„o fa «. 

Sk*. Believe, me, we are not fo treacherous m India. Poftmty wih 
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, r 1 nf Aleabad. and the folid revenue he enjoy- 
comforfabfc p^tcaion, for the acquUition of n 

ed from the Engiun p p i q\(q remonftrated i but Shaw 
capital. The Preltdency "jfretn Aleabad, and t.aa 
Aulum was determined. Korah by the vizier and 

accompanied as fa as the fronue« forces. 

Sir Robert Barker, commander ^ 

The latter, at *, but^Shaw Anlum was impatient 

would remain with his nation, anceftors. He moved 

to fee himfelf enthroned in the ° ^l,^ed Khan Bun- 

onwards to Ferokhabad, ^ according to the 

gufh, being lately ^ ,he crown. His fon and 

MUTriang, on the payment of five lacks of mpe«. 
fucceffor, . demLd, was confirmed m the pof- 

m E compofitioa fo ^ a \ nrwtf liad a refpo^taWo .trea-*- 

fcffions of his faher. paid him 

liny, having made co^embkfamgs f^ tne^^ 

by the Enj^ilb, a« alfo W year, 

of rupees for drafts on the Bengal tnoii 

, fi»ai the virier and Moneer ad Dowlah. ““r* ' 2 ^ 

fated, and he had two battalions of feFf®. 


After 
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After a ftay of nearly two months in the vicinity of Ferok- 
habad, the emperor moved to Nubby Gunge, twenty five cofs 
nearer Dhely j where he was joined by Sindia, a Mharatta 
chief, who Came to fettle the terms of fervice, and to efcort 
him to the camp of his principal Biffajee, then encamped near 
Dhely. Moncer ad Dowlah had been left in charge of the 
provinces of Aleabad and Korahj fo that Hulham ad Dowlah 
had now attained his wilhed for office of adting minifter. He 
agreed to pay the Mharattas ten lacks of rupees, when the 
emperor fhould be put in poffeffion of Dhely } but they infifted 
upon the fum in advance j which, after much negotiation was 
given them, and they performed the conditions. .About the lat- 
ter end of December 1771, Shaw Aulura made his entry into 
Dhely, and received the congratulations of his family, and the 
inliabitants of the ancient capital of Hindooftan. 

The emperor’s ftay in Dhely was but Abort. He had fe- 
folved on the ruin of Zabtah Khan, for man)i^''’i*iafons 

are affigned. He had, it, was faM,, been 'de^cier^' ' 'fo refped 
to the royal authority while Shaw Aulum refided at Alea- 
bad} and it was aifo whifpered, that during his command in 
^'e palace of Dhely, he had abufed his truft, by corrupting 
tlfo of the haram, particularly the princefs Khieroonifla, 

the efojKKfof?iS,,i^ee.,i,: a condu<ft certainly .deierving tie royal dif- 
plcafure. "Whate‘Wr,^'\'#ere- ,ffife-:,eaufes^,s- Aulum had deter- 
mined to foize his tertitefo^ and fie Mharattas readily agreed 
to affift him, not only ftofo the hope of plunder, but of gra- 
tifying their revenge for the lofi'es they had fuffered ’ from 
Nujeeb ad Dowlah} to whofe courage the vidory of Shaw 
Ahmed Abdallee at Panniput had been greatly owing* v 


Shaw Aulum marched” -.again in 'January ^i;772,;.'.ifof‘ftfore 
than twenty dayS' after „fos araval- at 
VoL. 'll. ' 
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efly Mharatta cavalry, and without 
of Zabtah Khan j who, unaWe to 
field, evacuated his capital of Ghoie 
and lied acrofs the Ganges, hoping 
bank of that river, 
lyal progrefs. He ftationed 
but this ftep weakened his 
NujeefKhan 


ninety thoufand men, 
delay entered the diftrifts 

refift fnch ^ , 

Ghur, which was plundered^ 
to defend his territories on the eait 
which he trufted would impede the ro 
troops at the different fords j , n xi- 

main body, and was the caufe of his deftruaion or 

Sntly crofled the river, and difperfed the troops at one or 
S= OaLm, when he was followed by the ^ “f * , 

Mharatu armyt after which Zabtah Khan made but h le re 
fiftatice. He fled to Pattergur, where he had depolited m . 

.nd Wbres but was fo clofely purfued, that he had 
^toe to remove ’them. This place furrendered afta a few 
days' fiege, an4, .lus . femily and effe& foil iuto the 
A? enerivi Zabtah Khau, wlA, a few attendau s, trade 

ST eSpTfo Ae camp of 

was advanced to Shawabad, the fonuer city 5/ 

to watch the motions of the Mharattas, attended alfo by S r 

Robert Barker. wiA foir batulions of lepoys, and 

vizier’s regular battalions. The fir 

btoS/’w'fi 'fchionel Cbampipn, had alfo marched as fc a 

Tlanaras ' to be ready to join the vizier m cafe of necellity. 
Thb d^ feafon was fpent by the royal army in ^ « 

remaiSr of Zabtah Khan's poffeflions and part 
the c^ qf, which fled for refuge to the hills adj,ccn^ a d 
L prlap^I^ Hafia.Bhamut, fopaired to tho, camp of bhu- 

jah ad lkwftt:,to';pnr(d3^^ ; ' 

At Ac approach of 

empetbr to canton at Burrelly, Ae capital of Hafiz Khamuta 

' country, promifing, at Ae conclufion, to “ j °rv Jlh 

royal authority, and even to attack Shujah ad 


and the Englifhj but Shaw Aulum abfolutely declined moleft- 
ing the vizier or his allies, and infifted on returning to Dhelyj 
to which, much againft their wills, they at length confented. 

This campaign ended very little to the fatisfaftion of the 
emperor, for the Mharattas paid him but little refped, and 
allowed him fcarce any fhare of the plunder or territory ac- 
quired by the war. They alfo reftored to Zabtah Khan his 
women and children, for a ranfom of a lack and half of ru- 
pees, which was generoufly advanced him by Shujah ad Dowlah. 

Shaw Aulum, upon his return to Dhely, rewarded the fer- 
vices of his general Nujeef Khan, by the gift of fome diftrids 
which had been abandoned by Zabtah Khan^ and eftablifhed 
other chiefs in Sarungpore and other pergunnahs taken in the 
campaign, which had been left to the royal difpofal by the 
Mharattas, who paffed the rainy feafon in the province of Agra, 
in endeavouring to reduce :the Jauts to 
tribute* ’ ' ' ^ : . ' - 

At the conclufion of the rains, the affairs of the emperor 
aflumed a gloomy afped:. His treacherous allies, the^ Mharattas, 
whdfe ‘'Only obje£t was prefent gain, having drained Shaw 
Aulum*s treafury, agreed, for a fum of money, to reftore to 
Zabtah Khan the country, for Which tho^ had been amply paid 
by the fovereign, and to give bock to the Jauts fome diftrids 
which had been refigned to the emperor on his firft arrival at 
Dhely* They infolently iffued their orders to the royal officers 
to evacuate their ftations, and they were obliged to fubmit to 
fiipferi#' 'Torce j fo tliat in a few weeks the unhappy Shaw^ 

. Aufoth f .found -.hiinfelf without, .any ■' terrifoiy - bat ,the:,'f|i’ined 
capital of' Dhely;.' all befides "'feeing Told- bfok; intp:|hbfo.>ery 
hands which had .heM'-them previous with the 

. ' I'l \ . Mharattas 
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Mharattas. The unhappy monarch now experienced, not only 
lofs of territory, but peripnal indignity from his own troops j 
who, expelled from the diftri(3s on which they had affign- 
ments for their pay, crowded to Jp^hely/ and began to be cla- 
morous for their arrears. The. emperor had expended his ready 
money;, on : the Mharattas, the caufers of his diftrefs. The 
minifter, Hufliam ad Dowlah, inftead of attempting meafures 
to’’ alleviate- the fufterings of his mafter, endeavoured to turn 
them to his own advantage, by making them tlie indrument 
of ruiningij^ujeef Khan, . of whofe growing favour at court he 
waS ifoecooie' jealous. The royal troops were moftly difoanded, 
on’^pretence that there was no money to pay them, and Nu- 
jeef Khan’s ’ corps among the reft. The Mharattas were pri- 
stately invited by the^ minifter to Dhely. Nujeef Khan, ho'^v- 
cver» was fo by , hist people, who regarded him as of 

fortunate aiftpices*'Stl»ifcfoEeyv.Wica^ld. not leave inm, trufting to 
happier times for a rewards .aiad' many;;of':the^c difmifled 
by the minifter embraced his fortunes. Nujeef Kha^in vain 
endeavoured to perfuade the emperor to difourfe moiieynpm 
yurfe, and levy troops to prevent the Mharattas frdl; 

only means to avert his ruinj but Shaw 

treachery, would not*^H^ 
confide in him, arid refoivei to truft to chance for the decifion 
of his fote. He was at the lame time inclined to hope, from 
the perfii^ons of Hulham ad Dowlah, that the march l£»f the 
Mharal^yp^ offenfive defigns to the foy|l powrir. 

"di-i,!:. i h i . - j ' 


; ' ' -W , , 

At length^; the ,Jauts^ Rohil- 

las under Zabtah~" ^ ,.8haw Aulum, 

■< when too late, repented of'=^^^^lfgl«*'j»fNujeef. K^ who 
- was now requefted to endeavour to lave the city. Negotiation 
in vain, as the enemy dermnded the edntroul of the em-** 
^ perfon and the garrifon of the palace. Nujeef Khan' re- 

•" • , . Iblved 
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folved to oppofe them. Of the royal troops there only remained 
the two regular battalions of fepoys difciplined by the Englifh, 
and two others armed with muf<^uets. Nujeef Khan had a body 
of five thoufand horfe, and a fmall party of French, who had 
lately quitted the fervice of the Jauts. With this force, but ill 
fuppiied with ammunition, he marched out of the- city, and took 
port at about two miles diftant from it, having the river Jumna 
on his .left, and on his right the old' citadel. His rear was de- 
fended by the artillery of the city walls. The Mharattas made 
a general attack, alnaoft as fbon as he had formed his line, and 
were repulfed with lofs ; but Nujeef Khan imprudently purfuing 
the enemy, was drawn from his advantageous pofition, when they 
rallied, and furrounded him with fo fuperior a body of cavalry, 
as, turned the fortune of the day. Nujeef Khan efcaped with 
great difficulty, after the lofs of feveral of his heft officers and a 
near relation, to the two difciplined battalions, who nobly flood 
their ground. The French had rafhly quitted theirtpoft in giir- 
fuit, and, after much lofs, with' the greatefi 
fhelter under the walls ’-of-ithe old battaiions 

fuftained repeated charges till night, when the enemy retired; 
and Nujeef Khan, grown indifferent to life, was with force, by 
hh friends carried into Dhely. He had attempted feveral times 
to rufli fingly on the enemy and court his death. It was faid, 
that this defeat was owing td the treachery of Hufham ad Dow- 
lah, who had allowed’ the pafs unmolefted unden 

the walls of the city, in the reaf '®‘of Nujeef KJian. It is cerlaiH 
that the minifter was not difpleafed at the lofs of his rival. 

The emperor was now obliged to throw himfelf on the mercy 
ef his enemies. After fome days fpent in negotiatloui the Mha- 
rattas encamped nearer 

Holkar, with Zabtaif ^^rge 'body. , qiP _ troops, 

made a ^ triumphant . entity;' - .p^ce, . ^ ■ iy|pt ,,,|iis maje%. 

'"^5: V- * " They 



Nujeef Khan was now reduced to the laft extremity. He 
faw that nothing but his deftruaion would fatisfy the minifter, 
and was without money for his daily fupporti but courage, in 
fuch diftrefs, did not forfake him or his friends. They colkaed 
their women and children into the quarter furrounding his palace, 
refolving, if forced, to fave their honour, by putting them to 
death, and then feek their own by ruihing on the enemy. Bar- 
ricadoes were formed at the different avenues, defended by artil- 
lery. The quarter was furrounded by the minifter’s troops ^ who, 
however, were too cowardly to make an attack. Huffiam ad 
Dowlah had then recourfe to the Mhafattas j but they refufed 
fending troops into the city, leff it fhould occafion a general 
maffacre and pillage. Upon this refufal, the minifter obtained 
from the emperor, (who was inexcufable in granting it,) a letter, 
written in his own hand, begging their afliftance, but in vain j the 
gallant behaviour of Nujeef Khan having raifed lentiments of 
admiration and compaffion in the breaft of their chiefs. Holkar 
difpatched to him his nephew, with folcmn affurancfcs of Ikfety and 
protedlion, if he wbuld qtut Dhel/ and come fo his cahip. Nujeef 
Khan accepted his. offer j but ffrft refolved to obtain, if poffible, 
the emperor’s difmiffion from his own mouth. His progrefs to 
the palace was conduced with a folemnity, which evidently proved 
the Ib^e ind reverence his followers bore him. He was mounted 
on horfeback, and proceeded flowly through the ftreets, , guarded 
by his dependants to the number of fome thoufands, on foot, with 
drawn fabres, and loaded pieeres^' nxojaiming at intervals, agreeably 
to the Perfian cuftom at the great mourning on the anniverfaiy 
of the maffacre of their Imaums, “ Ya Houffein, Ya Houffein,^” 
with doleful cries. On his arrival at the gate of the palace, he 
ientVaji^iaeff: for an interview with the emperor; but it was re- 
fufed; nor indeed would it have been prudent of fafe to grant 
in the prefehTdifpoMbn ;©f the chief and his followers." 

From the palace he marched hi liie farne folemn manner to the 

Mharatta 


^ 5 ^ 


Mharatta camp, where he was politely received by Holkar, who, 
on hearing that he had not eaten for fotne time for want of ne- 
ceflaries, fuppHed him with a fum of money. After fome con- 
verfation, Nujeef Khan returned to the city j from whence, after 
three days, he dejarted, with his family and followers, and was 
rweived into the fervice of Holkar, at a falary of * fix thoufand 
a day for himfelf and his corps. 


The Mharattas, now obliged the emperor to confer on Zabtah 
Khan the rank of ameer al amra, and to reftore him the grant 
of aliBpft all the diftridts, of which he had only a few months 
before been deprived by their affiftance. The Jauts were allb 
reinftated in pofieffions^ and the Mharattas took to themfelves 
an extenfive and fertile trad, lying between the Ganges and Jum- 
na rivers; fo tlat Shaw Aulura was left almoft cieftitute of re- 
venue. He was alfofeeed to make prefents, and aflign over by 
grant the provinces of Aleabad and Korah fo his rapacious allies; 
which, however, they dared not at prefent attempt to occupy, 
through fear of the Englilh, who fupported the royal governor. 


' cm-i ; ijut foeir progrefs was mtermpted by the arrival of Shujah 

brigade to the ajffifiance of the 

hillas . After plundering the northern parts, on the appearance of 
th® i|hed army, they retreated acrofs the Ganges, from, the bank 
of fiygd a. few foot on the EngUlfr Hne; but their 

cannon mi^;foon''fiiwep«nted .by ..foe- enemy’s fire, /..they retreated 
towards the Jutnna^: .and; foatly mourned to. Uekkan, where 

.■•/ ' , fome diffentions^ in 'foeif^ own goycinrtiein'^^^^ the prefence 

%T' of their chiefs. It is probable, that they Ii« long before refoEcd 


« 

iiiiili 


:;on; 


Six hundred pounds llerling and upwards. 
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on a retreat to their own country, and that the neceffity of it 
haftened their treacherous condudfc to the emperor j being willing 
to obtain what they could, from the territories which they were 
obUged to quit. 



Nujeef Khan had, on the near approach of the allied army, 
taken the opportunity of quitting the fervice of Holkar, the Mha- 
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, who received him with 
great kindnefs, appointed him his deputy in the o£5ce, of vizier, 
and fent him back to Dhely, with the moft earneft recommenda- 
tk)ns to the emperor to employ him in the room of Hufliam ad 
Dowlah ; and this advice was alfo feconded by Sir Robert Barker. 
The vizier now returned into his own dominions, where the Eng- 
li£h army alfo cantoned. 


Nujeef Khan, on his arrival at Dhely, was received with the 
warmed: carefles by the emperor, now much difgufW with and 
weary of the condud of his • minifter^ ; tistho' 'had; 
fioned Ids fufieriftgs 'fom’-'tho Mharattas;* '■I:)^"'hkd''''klfo 'liroken 
his promife of redeeming fome valuable jewels, which had been 
intrufted to him to pledge during his neceffities. Nujeef Khan 

ofiRded riot only to redeem the jewels, but to pay the arrears of 

the fbyal grown mutinous, if he would deliver the mini- 

fler into hiitids. Shaw , Auium affented j and the fallen fa- 
vourite being feized, his effeds were confiicated, to the amount 
of * ten lacks of rupees, little mhire dain a fifth part of whifch, 
however, was paid to the emperor, the reft being withheld bf 
Nujeef Khan. . 

ad Dowlah had -rifen to power fi-qpi a ’menial fitu^- 
tioni hot 'by'idiefit or dlftia^iflaed; abfiifie^,'’Mt''% -inakiag 

VoL. II.;;',, ’ '' ” K k'" ■/' mous 

‘ • Cne handr^ thoaiaaii 
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mms ufe of his maker’s foibles, in procuring beautiful woctien 
for his pleafures. He was without education, and, unable to read 
or write. His infolence in office was difgufting to all. During 
his admiriiffratiott -he , was feared and detefted j, apd his fail was re- 
joiced at hjt.ail ranJes,; :He remam in - dof^ confinement nearly 
two .3refeii'.;;:iwl|eh "Nujeef , ipian "not 'only fet^lfiffi, afiliberty,, .but 
affottf^ him a liberal penfion for his fopport in in 

wMeh he has .fince renrained undiftinguiflied. ■ ’ : 

NujiBef,|C.han was now appointed, fecond bukhflii, and, at his 
recptnipefi^tiph, Abdulahud Khan, his friend, third, whom he left 
to 'manage affairs with the emperor, while he himfelf engaged 
in an eacpeditipn kgainff: the Jauts, over whom he was fuccefsful 
in; a, gendd; adtion^. His army.confifted of three of the royal bat- 
talians, Rofillia irregular infantry,, and about^ eight 

thoufand horfe t^er; various ; adventure ' It was ffipulated, that 
he. ffiouid retain Half the xOnquercd diffri<^} ibr his 

dignity and troops, and refign the other to ’the emperor. Shaw 
Aulum now obtained repofleffion of fome diffardls in the vicinity of 
.affws began to wear a tolerable afped. 

advanced to Etawa, from whence' 
he , had driven the Mharatnt garrifon, with a confiderable army, 
and was waiting the arrival of an Englifh brigade, to proceed on 
an .expedition againft the Rohillas, who had failed in their pngage- 
inete .^^^l^y |dm forty lacks of rupees for his proted^bn of tlicir 
country, ifcij^'yniir, ’ Here he was viffted ,by Hhjtbf Khan, ' who 
had reduoe|;fi'fi^-,c%-..of-Agfa'%)in 'Jthejauts^ > and it. was .'agreed, 
that he Ihould' iiivaiie. .the-.-.j^hlltes^r^pp.pne.lide,'. the vizier 
and 'his allies advanced'^dn; the%theE'""’Th^^ being fettled, 
NuJeef iKhan repaired to Dhely. 



T tfiio^rsutid pound's;. 

One t{«3|)if^ad pounds*... . ■ ■ , • ; . - ' 

FiV® ' pdiHnis.'' , . r '. 

Seteo.'tbbii|^4 five hun'dr^tpouiuils*, 
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Shujah ad Dowlah had difpatched his minifti^r Eeruch Kdian 
to the capital, in the - beginning of February, to negotiate with the 
emperor. The miniiber arrived at court with a confiderable force 
and a large fum of money. With the firft he browbeat the royal 
officers, and with the other bribed largely. He propofed to the 
emperor to take the field and join in the attack of the Rohillas j 
on which condition, the vizier promifed to pay down immediately 
“ two lacks of rupees for the expenfe of preparation, * ten thoufand 
rupees every marching day, tod five thoufand each halting day. 
He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the royal 
difpofal, when, he ftiould have paid his engagements with the 
Engliffi for their affidance. 

The emperor at firft gave his affient ; but his inclinations were 
againft aggrandizing his- vizidr at the expenfe of the Rohillas, 
whom, it is faid, he informed of the defigns againft them. He 
was, however, prevailed upon to march a fhort diftance, and 
eroding the Jumna, encamped at,Shawdirruk,.i:oh.«|^'-caiteto^ 
pretending toj j<>in_:ShuJah- ;ad-’Dowk^' d'thk'nced to 

Coi^ Gunge, mthin an hundred mite of Dhely. Upon his en- 
tering the camp, he received the two lacks of rupees ftipulated, 
and alfo ^ feventy five thoufand during his fhort ftay in the .field i 
but ' fpdifepiy ktigning fevere illnefs, he returned to the palace, and 
his furthef inarch iwas laid afide. Eeruch Khan, however, by his 
money, threats, and ffiqugb, he cdiild not draw the em- 

peror to join in the campaign*:' obfeined grants for the vizier of all 
the Rohilla country, Kinnoje, tod Etawa j alfo of the provinces 
of Korak and Aleabad, of which he had already received polTef- 

Kka - fion 



cBaperpr aa" iaftniment ■ ia'his oi^'’ -iiand' .^writing, eonfti*. 

tute^ foie arbiter ^the royal 

without exception^ ^ 6^611* to &e'j,,re^l^w of 
'For ,thefe conceffionsi impojrtiBlt;;‘^l.^^^y 
i^'^alupi 'received only about * three lacks and’ a"'''h9.¥ 
of ; mpeeS|,,^ from the, vizier upon oath, of half the 

jterritjory bj|*!j^e liohill^s, or an equivalent in the ^ Doaub, more 
adjl^|if'W%e'x8pi<ali but this , c^dition was never performed, 

;K]5aa afe prevailed on the entp(?fpi; .to'give J^abtah 

^IVfheerut,' 'Aea.m'pcKGTefBon, rf 
the“i|TOaiatfe^':’''^^5^ fn^,i?,ai^’^^all'thb- yteftem 

provinces, e3tce|)£'a’iin^''temtoi^‘’m''^^ :.'^Tiie*'t^izier obt^^ 
this favour iii order to fecure Zablah Kbaii in his intereft, againft 
his owp contrymen the Rohillas. 


Nujeef Khan arrived at Dhely Irom 
at firft received with great 
coqiniis, not uhii^f for ^he had neglected the performance 
of engagements to fefign to the emperor half the conquefts 
&e'J[i^Uts, and had refufed to admit a royal officer the 
citadel of Agra, which he had;p]rpmilcd to. do 
when'''’J^^edi;hyVthe\e batta^ons^j ,„,biJt ti 'Simw;Au!um 

could not' pbr^'' d^^pe<a,’ he:.'5yas'’ feen^n^^j-.iecbnciled to 
hk.iJuje^;Klm-Sjm;ai^g7'hejyij^|:a^bro;^ The 

imperiaTfrdbps, ho#eVeri'%ere'''';nb:*'loi|ti:';ii^^ a^ under 

hisordfeire. .■ ' ' ^ ■ 

. ■ ' ' 'Tow^ds 

;*,^pddy thoufand pd'unds. 

: f , Country between the rivt\rs Ganges and Jumna. . 
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Towards the end of April 1774, Nnjeef Khan marched from 
Dhely to join Shujah ad Dowlahj who with his allies the Englhh, 
had defeated the Rohillas in a general engagement, in which 
Hafiz Rhamut, the leading chief being killed, the others fled for 
refuge to the hills, leaving their country an eafy prey to the vizier; 
who took pofleffion of all Kohilcund, except the cMrias of 
Rampore, which were granted in - jaghire to Fyzoollah Khan, 
at the mediaticsn pf . the ; Bnglifh, upop fek ^ulpi^on. to the 
vizier. ^ Zg|i4^:;Khan\affo Joined , Shujah ‘*ad bm being 
to" the royal treafury for the revenue' , of -'his 
cpuhliy, Sim Aulum, in bis abfence, de^ched a force, who 
expelled his collectors from Mheerut and other diftriCts with- 
out oppofition. 

The emperor’s affairs, though fiir from brilliant, yet, by 
the addition of territory taken from Zabtah Khan, affumed a 
comfortable afpeCtj and had he joined Shujah ^ 

probable he _ would have phtained 

he was, <hyie?tfced', frpi®t',.if,byf the jww, 

who foared hm ovra influence vrould be Idft . in; the foperior 
cqnfetjuenee of the vizier f nor was this the firft time that 
. fuffered by facrificing to the felf-intereft of a 

Nujeef Ilplah,; .after .performing^ .'Wh#, of him 

in the Rohilla war, returned . to : ;Pb^y» reinforced by fonje 




his ' fer^^ht8>' 


"auTtheeoi oblige 

of their fincerity expofing thern^ to ^o^ftant 
Upon his efcape from Shujah ad Dowlah at 
BSt^ he firft retired into the Rofailla country, 
ig^ottabie afylumj; to' Ks inmgaes ren- 
ltS®'’i6?:th»rchier- tinder whofe protccfaon he 
ohii^cl ‘ tb leave it,, and took ihelter with the 
Aifer &me years refidcnce in his countijr,, he 
depore, and ftom thence canie ^ « ' to ; tor-- 
like emperor, ib wkick, ,h« ' " 

ejif C^- Alee Rto-ceiiainly: «ff^aWities. ■ 

within. 

iite-'i'" fent a*' ‘ f^e unfit, 
anly fufpicious,'''and"''fiuaM^^ In -his^prof- 
' the friends who had given it him j and in his 
he illufed thofe who flaared it witli him. The 

. Englifla, 
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EngK£h, deceived by His elegance of manners, which he poileffed 
in a very eminent degree, and convinced of his Skill in the 
finances of Bengal, (which province and its dependancies had 
fallen to their difpofal, by the chance of war and inability of 
Meer Jaffier,) chofe him for his fucceflbr j and from that in- 
ftant he became their enemy, and impatient to cut off the 
hands which had exalted him. ,His jealoUly of the Englifh was 
not that of a . great ^mind, which cannot bear 'an equal, but of 
a low cuiWng, feeling |tfeirihcapabk returning confidence 
for Cpnfinerice, and therefore defirous of burying obligation in 
thS 'deftrudtion of his patrons. Had this not been the cafe, he 
would have relied on the promifes of Mr. Vanfittart, whofe 
nobility ; of fentiment and liberality of heart were fully .known 
to him, for the arrangement of connection between him and 
the Engiifh : but the wickednefs of his own mind made him 
fulpeCt others, and he fell defervedly from his high ftation.* 


About this time, -Sumroo, the blc«:^y 
cruelty'; at ’Eatna*'* haying'' 'left the"'feryie6);^^';th©*'-'J^ to 

Dhely, dnd tvas Entertained By fhe mi^ifter^ but at the ex- 
piration of four months, Abdulahud Khan, fearful of exciting 
tl|||||tetment of tl^ Engl^ him, and he was im- 

med&lfeiy ' retained by Nujeef Khan, though he had remon- 
flrated to t&f'! tplperor on the impropriety of his accep^g his 
fervices. ' ' ' V",-’.' , 


It may not be improper in this place to mention fohie 
particulars of Sumroo. His real name was Walter Reinbhard, 
and %! was of obfcure parentage in the Electorate of 'Treves. 
He 'chtg«ed\.early-as a common . Ibldier into the‘.,ferv|ce of, tlj^' 
French,” for his Nm. de wHpfi hir ^ 

rades* ' from' . , hH' ' iktuf nine comptexioc,' turned- ' Into _ $]^l^ifl|^''lnd 
the Indians;-’ by-cottupHbhT Sumroo.\'',^t'’^dong^'^'Kirij'^^|^red to 


For Caufim Alee’s hiftbry, vide TrantaCKoas of Bengal, in this volume, 
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B«.gal, and nnlifted into one of the S^ifs ^ 

Dloyed at Cakuttaj but at the end of eighteen days dekited 
to the French at Chi$%magOJ:e, where he became a ferjeant. 
Deferting ,tbi$ ,, 
for 

fodier ' t6 »|#i m ■ Ijowlah. , 
a'.v»|l4S'’hfe ,ih',:dhFerent provinces 
tSh' tehei fojedaur of Purnea. Upon 
Bengal, SumicW;,,i,-. 
an Arnae]^^''' : 


t^valty pf Sttffder Jung, 
'This*-' fervice*''he'*;|hit|ed,';tod led 
- bht in '"l7hS'' ''W^;'''#ith 
his being eSipelkd frbni 
left him^, apd entered into the fervice of Gregory, 

" - ‘ i: "high,. &Tptir Alee, and dif- 

f -Vpf ! ’hahahit^. ■ of fepoys, and , afterwards obtain- 

6d fioin &e'Sffi'®e'ad4tioa of .aaottef . .'In this ftation he 

wjA k;« 41-' Shpj%,ad.Dhwlah, 

With MS corps,' 

who had gained'him^ by' 

he was entrufted with the proteaion of the Begums, and re- 
mained with the vizier tiU he had made peace with the Englifhs 

«P to them, he retired to Agra, 
the Jaut raja, Jowahir, Singj but 

.difiniSed Smx ^ the Enghth general. 
Hh Ihen again ferved the Jahts j quitted them once more, and 
* i^ipiy ;th‘'T>heIy j ' from whence, as related, he follpyt;^^_ 'ihp, „h>r- 

^ ^®tvice , he,.dM^;H)f^ -Sr® the 

outlines of the fortune of this man, who hkdTdmc ^pri.t a^ a 
foldier, but wholly obfeured by a treacherous and blood-thirfty 
'dhpofition. Hiskt^s\ m the 

name of his fon and a favourite concubine, who received for 
their maintenance the fum of ^lixty five thoufand ropees per 

= ;month. ' ■ 

, ' ' '' , ' ' ■' ToWafds, 

» Six thoufand five hundred pounds. ' i ‘ 
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Towards the latter end of the yea^ 1774, Zabtah "Khan, at 
the recommendation of Shujah ad Dowlah, who had deprived 
him of his territories caft of the Ganges, notwithftariding his 
profellions of friendihip before the defeat of the Rohillas, was, 
to make fome amends for the difappointment, called to Dhely, 
and reftored to his farm of Mheerut and other didriits, on 
condition of paying a revenue of nine lacks ^of rupees to the 
royal treafury. . , * : 

In the month of January 1775, vizier Sh^ah ad 

Dowlah, in the midft of his vi^ories and higheft profperity. 
He had planned the extenfion of his dominions over all the 
territory ufurped by the Mharattas in the provinces of Malwa, 
Agra, and Bondelcundj and, had he lived a few years longer, 
there is little doubt, but that with the affiftance of the Englifh, 
he would have confined the Poonah government to their pof- 
feffions fouth of the Nerbudda river j which would have been a 
blefiing to the diftradted empire of 

dooftan. In' 'the . '.early ■ ■ part-, 'Of-: hfe ’ aiid 'ad- 

di6bd to pleafune, .for which he too much negleded public 
bufinefsj but on the recoveiy of his dominions after the battle 
of Buxar, he fhewed jhat adverfity had been to him a fervice- 
able tptorefs, by bringing forth the better qualities of his mind 
into adion. ,|As a ’prince, he was wife, and dignified in cha- 
raderj as a private man, affable, humane and generous. In a 
fituation, where the attainmeitf of; a fpiendid objeil too gene- 
rally palliates the means of purfuk, however treacherous, and ia 
a country where arts, common to all, are unhappily neptifcy- 
ibr felf-defence, his policy was lefs marked with blood than 
tiiat of mpft princes who are efteei^ed in Hindoofito as 
ferving'‘genftt:;kl' applaufe. ■ - By .•his,, o’syn he 

.beloved 5 and even the. fbns’-of ;Hafiz Rhamut, ' whofe Oowfifty.he 
had feized, wept at his deaths Had iw been pkced among a 
VoL.II. ''virtuous 



Shuiali ad Dowkh was fucceeded in mntory oy 
fon, AfoA‘»d.0ov,lahi and upon to prefcnung a pofticna, 

fdme artUkry to attend ths emperor, was mrefted aUb with 

tbe office of vizier. 

ila mans fent by Afoph ad Dowlah reached, Dhely at a 
time impdrttmt even to the perfonal fafety of Shaw Aulnm, 
having, been 

had rcfufeA paying the revenues of the diftrias of which he 
m^eaion*;^'a^^ up arms to fupport 'his difob^ 

'dience. ' '^Ttf r^i; of 

from becoming mafter hf . BKcly and the fete of m fov^. 
:2:abtah Khan, however, by the mediation of Luttafut, Af ph 
Dowlah's general, who was bribed largely on the occafion, 
W agaip pardoned, his arrears remitted, and re-appomted to 
the betrayed, Shaw Aulum having not reiolution 


affided by Nujeef Khan, who had 
ched once more 
The greateft part 

ly w^, taken,, but little advantage accrued to Shaw 
t't^, tte''rkoyaed diM^' being. ^ven; by the general 

j the '"chiefs' oi dife^nt The em- 

ffil field frOih A|^il"tO^^'i^^t^?‘'''^hen, weary of 
... ' - ufed his 

authority 

:|: |ka account of Shujah ad Dowlah’s warfare with the Englife is given in 
cf; .Ben^ in this volume. . ■ ; . - 


' This year the emperor, 
ojmpleted his conquefts over tfte 
agaiQft.?ab^,Khac, who had again 
of his ccfj^r 
Aulum, ih( 

as fecurities ' fer ,,ihfcte.' 1 
peror kept ) 
being led as a pageant 
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authority to aggrandize himfeif, he returned in dii^ft to Dhely, 
and Nujeef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province He was 
now mailer, and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his 
fovereign. 



No remarkable event occurred in the emperor’s concerns till A. D. 1778. 
the conclufion of- the fains this yearj when fome propofals 
being made by a ^laajeptwte chief, then at war with Nujeef 
Khan, the miniiler, * Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them favour- 
able to his views of humbling the latter, perfuaded Shaw Aulum 
to take the field, under a pretence of a pilgrimage to ‘’Ajmere, 
to cover the real objed of the expedition from Nujeef Khan. 

The emperor, accordingly, moved by flow marches to Namoul, 
about fifty cofs from Dhely, which he reached near the clofe 
of the year. By this time, the raja, to aflifl: whom the carn- 
paign was made, being taken prifoner, Mujd ad Dowlah chang- , 
ing his objea, employed the royal force to fhare the advan- 
tages ,of hi^ deilru«aiOn with^_.Naj€^ 

we^e feWd, ahd -the''- ffirutlef cdw of leading 
his mafler to Ajniere, and exafting a tribute firom the raja of 
Jeypore in the route. Nujeef Khan was fummoned to attend 
the royal llandard, though, probably, his prefence was not de- 
lired By Mujd ad Dowlah. In January the royal army 

arrived near Jeyjwre, and the minor raja, lately acceded to the 
mufnud by the death ; of '.his ^^mcle, wa^ fummoned to attend * 
the emperor. The regent embarafled how to a6l j not 

chufing to truft the royal minifter, who had taken many of ffie 
Raajepoote chiefe, his enemies, into pay^ nor did he Vvifli to 
exaipe^te the emperor by difrefpedt. In this dilemrna, he ipught 
the peonage of Nujeef Khan, who willingly gaveTt him, bang 

, ' ’ * ’ I . ' ' - ‘ 1 ;,'’! wtii,' ,1 ' , * 

* AMHl^Hd„„Kl5an, wh® ^l^'teceived this figuil^ia^ 'Exaltw of the 
jf At this city is the tomb of a cdebraim Mahominedan feint; 
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defiroos of depriving Mujd ad Dowkh of the credit and ad- 
vantage of an influence in Jeypore, on which he had views 
of his own. The ndnifter was amufed, by promifes from the 
regent of coming ’ to an interview) till Nujeef Khan joined the 
royal camp, whei^ft^e., raja declared his wifhes ^ of having him 
only for his focdiator with the emperor, Mujd ad Dowlah 
dared not rcflife, as Nujeef Khan was fuperior in force; and 
Shaw Aulum confented from the fame caufe. Eight lacks of 
rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only, were 
paid to the royal treafury 3 hut . Nujeef Khan obtained a much 
largof fooii^l^ides the advantage which the credit of his fu- 
p^rfority over'MitN^fad .Efowlah gave him. in the eyes of the 
IlaajepooteSti ; was this allj the diftrjfe taken by the, royal 
reigned fo, him "and his friends,- which fre 'gave 
'‘fri'S:'', 4efr ' cojsvenieat; and’' ^nefi^ t£>; 

governmeut.' , 

the empefor returned to' his capital- .ft |.>ti^Toi*t4v'('t^^ptignj5 ^ 
which had only ferved to bring ftefh Mults ^^^^lafeor^ 
from the weaknefr of Mujd ad Dowlah and' fh’§ * ingratitude of 


. ■ fcarce returned to Dhely, when the- 

a^in refolved to take the field, and prevailed on the 
emperor to fend with him his fecond fon, the prince * Ferkhundeh. 
Akifr^.. Great preparations were made, which took up foveral 
moifrlli^' ,, excited foe attent^ of the publip. .^arioifis- were 
the rep(^lof-'hi$;---foteQtipns, ^ one-g^ne, jt- w^;i foppdfed he 
had cnter^'-'iittO; ’'neg(S%fiQns---<ff-- #ia'^ t^'-';Mharattas,. 

who had dcfoat»d’'''foie_'^^^4to|iyyfrpj^BiGM^^ ^d threat- 
ened' to attack them in Otide arai Bengal. : At another, it was 
rumoured that the royal army 'was to be joined by the Siks,, 
su^f.to foil on Nujeef Khan for his negledt of foe emperor. At 

lengfoi 


f Of aufpicioas 
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length, in the month of June 1779, Mujd ad Dowlah with his 
royal pupil moved from Dhely, and advanced to Panniput, with 
fix battalions of fepoys armed in the European manner, a con- 
fiderable train of artillery, fix thoufand horfe, eight thoufand 
irregular infantry, and fome bands of mercenary ‘ Siks ; fo that,, 
in point of numbers, his army was formidable, and, with con- 
dud on his part, equal to the coaqueifo of the p^ty chiefs in 
his route, whom he might ehufe to attack,, .©a his march he 
feized a zemindar, hamed Daiflbo Sing/* from “ivhora. he exaded 
ahoaps two lacks of rupees, and then proceet^ towards Puttiala, 
the refidcnce of Amer Smg, ninety cofs j^orth-weft of Dhely, 
who had ufurped a confiderable territory. 'mHe-: was command- 
ed to join the royal army, and pay a Ibmpenlation ' for the 
revenue of the country j which at firil he promifed, and a nego- 
tiation was begun to fettle the fumj but the wily -zemindar was 
infincerc, and only wanted to gain time, till he ihouldt be affift- 
ed by the Siks from the province of Lahore, who - 
mifed to proted hiin, as his redudioa wot!^i i|iave^ them 

to invafion frOih''"the royal • 'diroy*-'/ ‘•‘■days, Amer 
Sing, joined by many of his allies, threw off the mafk, and 
the Siks in the fervice of the "minifter deferted to him, not 
chafing, to fight againft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowlah, in- 
ftead of ading with refolution, would not try the event of per- 
fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat towards Panniput j 
to which place he was followed by Amer Sing and the &ks, 
who harafled his line of iiiar^ daily, and plundered his b^- 
gage, but could make no impreflion on the main body of his 
army i a proof that had he aded vigoroufly, a different fiite 
would have attended his expedition. , . 

dreading, ,Ae eiirait. .c«f- the 'army coming, to, 'Dhely and'-;^i^aad- 
ing rfieir 'aptars of pay, - wrote . preffingly ^ Khan, im- 

^ ■ ploring 
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ploricff his afliilance, and defiring him to take the adminiftra- 
L of affairs upn himfeff. Nujeef Khan, who had long^w^ed 
for fuch an opportonity of niinkig the minifter, and had, it is 
faid, privately negotiated with the Siks and Amer Sing, hallen-. 
edto Dhely with his army. Majd ad Po^lah, upon his ar- 
rival at the capital, was difgraced and committed to the c^lody 
of his liyaV^ho confifcated the greateft part of ius effo^, a 
ihate of, which he gave up to the emperor. 

From this p#iod tiU the death of Nujeef Khan, Shaw Autom 
remained: uater his controul, a penfioner on his bounty, with- 
oiititl® Mft power of royalty beyond the granting of etnpy 
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Nujeef Khali vm born m I^erfia, of a f&mBy faid to be * 
related to the SufFewec fovereigns of that empire j and in his 
infency was, with many of his relations, a prifoner to the ufurper 
Nadir Shaw, who kept all the perfonages, any way allied to 
the throne, in confinement for his own fecurity. At the re- 
queft: of Meerza Mhofun, the brother of Suffder Jung, who was 
fent on. an embafiy to Nadir by Mahummud Shaw, after his 
invafion of Hindooftan* Nujeef Khan and a filler much older 
than himfelf were releafed. The lady married her deliverer, 
and ffdj&f Khan accompanied her and her hulband to Dhely^ 
He'#as treated, with parental affedtion by Meerza Mhofun, and 
at his death attached himfelf to Mahummud KooHee Khan, his 
fbn, the governor of Aleabad, who was fhortly after feized and 
put to death by his firft coufin, Shujah ad Dowlah, he being 
jealous of his ambitious views in affifting Shaw Aulum in the 
invafion of Bengal, and regarding Aleabad as his right, it hav- 
ing been given only in deputation by his father, the vizier Sufider 
Jung, to Mahummud Koollee Khan, who had refnfei to fur- 
render it to die'fon.'' Nujeef Khaii, iipoa^i'ihis: ‘ev^nt,,’ retired 
with a few followers into Bengal, and offered his fervices to the 
navob Meer Caufim, then at war with the EngliOi, who gave 
him great encouragement. When Meer Caufim took refuge with 
Shujah ad Dowlah, Nujeef Khan, not chafing to truft himfelf 
in the pow^ of the latter, repaired to Bondelcund, and ferved 
Gomaun Sing, one of the chiefs of that cbuntiy; Upon the 
flight of Shujah ad Dowlah, after the battle of Buxar, he of- 
fered his fervkes to the Engiifli, reprefenting himfelf as the right- 
ful lord of the province of Aleabad, was received with relped- 
fel welcome, and even put into pofleifion of a part of its but 
whfen^ fierce was concluded with the vizier, the EpgliiQii difcov*? 
cring^*.lhd.'*fel^i<Spd of his claim, /'fet .'It .xewardediifhhi' 

attach'd^t'-with' pcfllioiif’''pf ' 'two ■ 'kck8'''^'bf 'rapees and' 

recomihendatieHis 'to ^ ' etop^r, ■ JThe greater 

- ^ tham 
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to hi. “f Dovlbh. "4om’he Sd toe joined, 

had he been ^ ,l phcly, where 'the various turns 

he accompanied Shaw preceding pages. 

of his fortune have been already -reia^ 

o-iT^A trreat perfonal coureg*., and a .forti- 
Nujeef ^f^^nd^not trbe overcome by the greateft 

to and mi^rtnno. His affability of man- 

diftrefs, or the tnoft toddcn ^ be patient - m his 

'ft LSe rruSo^rmfolutions of his troops, 

- feraicos _a»d of regular pay. H= . 

often drivpn to ert«®= ft- „f a capital fortrefe from the 

was once, ■ reduflion of “ “P‘“ cdvan. 

S long arrears) fed up«^ by the 

df:a .eatb. -and expofed bare-head^^for a 

tro^, mdimtkd^wth ^ » fcaibnof »dooftani a 

whole day to r, . Ld the apprehenfions of 

inoft fevere the calmnefs of his mind. He 

immediate death, did n tnutineers with his eloquence, 

foothfd the^Bo^^ moro , . • ^ p hy his humourous re- 

tom their p^le ny 

demands, and con- 

tl#y y^re _COfllen^ rtooes^of better times. It is faid, that 

^rL e™ to away^diiatiseed from Nujeef Kh^, fe- 

1 ^ perloa ever wnnM convince the psbt^ner or 

td tip.' :o«5g«^ « 

to his '^‘to^oto, who 

conttoA but toys As he never re&fed 

- his own ftatement with Jhe tarmers. 

of ferviee fiom any maitary adventurers, to evd 


tinually encreafed, and he did not Eve long enough after his 
conquefts to corredl the abufe by a fettled form of government* 
and a redudlion of force adequate to his finances. It is pro- 
bable, had Nujeef Khan been placed at the head of an eftab- 
lifhed government, he would have been an amiable and great 
prince ^ and in the fituation he filled, his charader draws ad- 
miration,® when his difadvantages arp liberaEy confidered. 

IJpoh tl» t^^th of 'Najeef Khan, the EkonfimSed fabric of 
hk foon fell to pieces from the diflentions of hi* 

adherents j while Shaw Aulum, as ufuah fandified from necef- 
fity the. adions of the fucccfsful party. Affrafiaub Khan, an 
adopted fon of the deceafed, was firft appointed ameer al amra, 
and, at his requefl, Mujd ad. 0owlah releafed from confinement; 
but his power did not laft long. Nujeef Khan’s fifter, who had 
great influence with the army, being difgufted at his behaviour, 
invited Meerza ShufFee Khan, a near relation of ; her j , to 
Dhely, and offered him ^ the infant '.daughter. o#:,i^;;:i4«esded' Iwb!- 
ther in marriage; alfb, 'to procure emperor' 

the adminiffcration df affairs, and the hpnours of Nujeef Khan. 

Mema Shuffee, who was then on an expedition againft the 
Siks lib-Ihe noidiward of the capital, readily embraced the jBegum’s 
invitation, sSitf repaired to court; which ASrafiaub Khan .deferted 
on his approach, Icttidng Mtijd ad DbwIA add ** Nujeef Koollee 
Khan to oppofe him." ft would appear" that Shaw Aulum was 
unwilling to grant Meerza- Shuffee the adminiftration of a&H;- 
VoL. II. Mm_ ■ 

Khan, in palliating the delays of payment to bk W|« oft^a 

cxcufes not confiftent with Jmt%^ • 

confemwif ‘inif ’Khan.' • ’ iiiek _ibr ' four 'trife. jU, » 

officer, "'"a 'pdw'i'fnppiyf .tadeedj' 

dW?u«feiaeW of a fingk day. ' '-'*■■■ 'f" , 

6 Aho an adopted fon tjf Ndjeef Kh&’s.' 
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for be did not admit him to the prefence till he had feized 
the two chiefs above-ihentioned, when, unable to refufe his 
demands, he Appointed him ameer al amra. 

Mefetza' Shuffee having thus forced himfelf hito^office, treated 

Skw - i-autt With Me refpea, M the epprtfed j^ch, 

the indignities daily oiFered A^^*rflnh i^an 

fiie Kmiaf from his controd, and reftore Affraiiaub Kh^. 

Moniient Pawly, who command^ Sumroos battatas. and Lut- 

ttfut, a ennach, at the head of a 

with::,o*it e»=6. were drawn over from _^^the 

by Maharnmnd Yacoob Khan, the emperors 

They ifl§«iip;%^ehly under arms at the jpakce, where bhaw 

AuiuBi'vpnttihg himfelf at their head, .^Tbe 

^^:;::of’''2^pa,’Shuffee, intending to'feize 

ameer ^dl’kinmicyekfoured;,, to out 

refofed to ad,’ and he' widi-'difllailty made ,'hkto||ft|e;i'fom' e 
city. Shaw Aulum, fatisfied with his expuldon, d'eclined purfu- 
*ng the fugitive i though his eldeft fon, the prince Jchaundar 
^ ^ ^ mftly, that unlefs his peri>n and that of the 
" and their wealth fcized, - tlfo 


as _ Meerza Shu&e would be 
.. -foom the panic which the 

of this attempt had inlpired. To account for ih.e 
tj of the emperor at this crifis, is impofiibie., fo can pnly 
,;j^at he dreaded treachery fron:|.,^^t^,/,:,0hitff wha 
‘ , ^to^.expel the, .minifter.-., ' '' 



• -‘Meerza oauwefff _ 
fejoiiKid' 'by moft 'of 


4i^'ifofetold was 

^joflKO t>y molt or me 

'eg Hammadaunee, a powerful thief of iSe late Ni^^f iChan, 
^turned towards Dhely, refolved to force the eipperor to reftore 

fe::- 'to office.. . r ' . , : ’ ^ 

T ■ Monfieut' 
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^ Monfieur Pa wly and Buttafat, upon intelligence of this junc- 
tion, prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to encamp at Khizzwahad, a 
mort diftance from Dhely, intending to make a iland againft 
the enemy; but Meerw Shuffee offering to make conceffions 
to his majefty, a negotiation commenced, and Pa wly and Lut- 
tafut were invited to a meeting with the rebels, in order to 
fettle the terms of their fubmiffion. , to the emperor, but in faft 


bdon after this commotion, Meem Shuffee, leaving 
ad Dowlah to adl for him with the emperor, marched ftom 
Phely to reftore order in the province of Agra, and topk with him 
Soleymaun Shekoh, one of the prince;s,. ,tpvndd',dig^^^ 
toxins ,to||^r^hpps, Shaw Aulum 
the IandjSv;S||lptted- Ipf ^c-,;,fuppO^ .pf.his'.'hpdfchoiii 

• Direaor of the revenue fet apart for :the fupport S the houfehold. 
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lifujeef Khani fo that, coafidcring the part he had taken againft 
his miniiler, that chief did not angeneroufly towards him. 
Affrafiaub Khan, who hs^ marched; to take .advantage of the de- 
figns in his fewr, pohtkally kcfjst at a diilapce, till convinced 
of the'%€T»9%:,t£Meerza Swiieei, when he joined ^ him, and 
was .left "nMoolefled in* poffefficMi of the dilhs^'-idWolted hhn 
under ft»'',-late 'Nujcef Khan. ■* / 


Meerza.Shuffee was not a man calculated to retrieve the dif- 
order vvhich had occurred in aiEirs iincc the death of his pre- 
dece,fibCvV-‘-^3i«''‘ was .ddHtuie of that addrcls • and_ afehility of 
which'- Nujeef-Khan ^had .attached ^ to hin^f the 
officers of: each of whom : confidered F^elf as m- 

topendanh : te Beg Khan Hamraadauike in particular, 

#hor'lftdlfo ''greatly affifted iii ellabliffiihg hM *» ^ power,. 
difghfte4'''at.';the'V;.itt^4£»ity-.:l» Qver himi^,-and,,,wiW" M 

refufal ; of' fbme a^Monal ' diftfMfa 'whk^;' 'h& lifc^de^ The 
Begum alfe, filler of Niyeef Khan, w^ dii^ieafed with him 
ffir not allowing her that influence in government which ffie 
p^v^ed .in the lifetime of her brother. The Ihort period 
pa,.ffied in confiant quarrels with his officers; 

• ; Beg, who regarded not by what 

his. 'Views,, refolvedto remove him by trea- 
: fW ffiis purpofe, he pietended a with to reconcile 
th&l diffidences, by an amicable adjuftment, and requefted. an 
which Meerza Shuffee Khan aflented. They -■■met 
befoffi''|^j^|*e6,;|^-jDeeg, on the ffiirtieth of iSeptetetjer,. 17,^3, 
each att«i«,jh|.:-»;-;a!myiK;and.:.Mieerm.Shffi^ by 


Ifinwel while;,', embra- 

cing hini. An engagement; 'hetwe^tt/'^'-v-'-twh %tiies followed, 
and Mpdii^Eimtid Beg was ditvm fiom tlie leSd with fome lofi. 
Affiafiauh Khaa was declared fucceflbr to the murdered navob. 
Begum and the army, and was fiiortly after cott- 

C'l'il, i-';' . ' ' ■ firmed 








i 
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firmed by the emperor m the office of < 

goi^fernnicnt of prov'inces of UKaI j 

Beg. Wve.. refid 

Affrahaub, finding himfelf unequal VClt his 

endeavoured to procure the affiftance of his ^ 

If ^ the Mharattas. 

ot attairs, the prmce Jehawadar Shavr,^ 

cfcape^ .from and lepaired to Luenow wW U w a 

mgs bad. Wrfved to rpo-nUil *^ 1 , ^«ere ftb’. Haft. 

to fee hi. IJ; thremL^ te-' Ae 
wa. kept by Afefiaub Kfen. aM to obfe?i^ 
tion of the revenues for the ftoDort Tl ^ , . “ * 
Otclared, that his efcape was SiA the orivi^' ^ 

his father, and moft probably with truth IZb 
Aulum demanded i beZ iZZel *°“8V Sha«r 

Obliged to it through f^Z £ nSer.^ '^!S^“"• 
00 gmerous to obey commandr, 

We felted an uribrtunate pri«=e to 
not aMnatron. Though .reflriaed by his emnW. t ^ 

tateg an affive part in the royal affairs, he hoprf^ bv T” 

;the p„m:e, to perfnade Afiafianb to ihew pm 
to the rmpw^ &may; and his plan in m^ai ZZtd 
ShZTr ““jot Brown, , the BugK/h rei“t « 

^ob viaier and Mr. Hafags thould li^ullf ^“7^ ”dv^' 
oniperor; and agreed to aft under the pribee i.- 
Sf&lrZ" .‘7-'' ‘'“PB”' '’™ with Ihmc trobos 

hS^^XTcouH® Z ohie^:f rt^a&4 

Stef ST .ohH: tfli 

bp coupiry,., l%|'4iiftbl®■:15W^.H^,yrtX^ 


ameer al amra and the 
, jra. bdabummud 

ge his authority, levied troops 
in feveral diftridrs. 

. _ s power alone,' 
neighbours, the navob 
In this unfettied ftate 
made hb 



Z fo':S/of ..d -Affraiiaub, a>nfeq«=ntly, made 

his aliiance with Sindk. •*' , 

^ ma)c«: Browit Lucnow, 

the affairs of the royal houfehold, confiaed that m«i 
Si'S p^^railed upon Shaw Aulum to march ta Ag^i by 
•protnifes of giving up that city with the fortrefs to his difpofal. 
m empe4 .flSred by the 

or iplwStM % the confinement of his old advifer, Mujd ad 

and arrived at ® 

when the toys of the citadel were pmfented to him by 

Affraliaab, and he' had the iktisfeaion of bemg called I^g of 
the. Woiia^ Ift th^l palace of his anceftpr, the renowned A^ep 
but it wns ^trifonM by -Be troops of the . minifter. Mr. Haft- 
ings had by this rime departed firom Lucpo«, a^ ^was ac- 
companied by the prince to Banaras, which he chofe for his 
refidence, not thinking it fafe to truft his perfon with Affrafiaub 
or J^dia i a recommendation to whom of his interefts, was 
no^v' tte that the Englifti could afford him be- 
yond" theft' 0^^ ffp had an allowance of * five lacks 

of Vitpe^ pk* annum firom the navob vizier, and wifely reiblved 
tO 'Waat for better times. Sha-w Aulum remained in the hands 
of "'his '■ 'minifter, 

6ft'riie;-*’riyemy fecond of 0<ftober . 1 784, - ,Affmfiaub had an 
interview ysri& " 1^ new ally Mahajhe Smdia 5 when it was agreed, 
tfiar they ihould |oiii^y aftack Mahummud Beg Hammadaunec 
but their pkns ' wem'' 4 uft^^''bf event.' On 

Tuefday, tfie.fecond eff NoVefiaber,: Afirafia# 'Khan was affaffm- 

. ated 

This albwanee was given at the eameft requeft 


• * Pifiy thoufand pounds, 
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ated by a foldier, faid to be employed by Zien^al-aub-ad-Dien 
the brother of the late Meerza ShuiFee Khan, and Mahummud 
Beg Hammadaunee, who dreaded the power which Sindia’s al- 
liance would give to the objed of their hatred. This event 
occafioned a new revolution in affairs, by transferring the autho- 
rity of the Moguls to the Mharattas. 

Sindia, by prefente of fbme money, promifcs of obedience, 
and a regukr allowance for; , the royal hoofehold, prevailed on 
Shaw jAoinaa to come to his camp, and beftow upon the 
*pe£hwia the office of vaqueel muttulluk, or Idle diredor of 
the empire, with the deputation of this employment to himfelf. 
Under this grant, he claimed the command of the army of the 
unfortunate Afirafiaub, and the governments of Agra and Dhely. 
As he was at the head of a large body of Mharattas, and 
the Mogul chiefs could not agree among themfelves in the choice 
of a fucceflbr, he eafily effeded his deligns. The different of- 
ficers of corps made their own terms t^ith pfetep^in^ 

to obey.; the- -carders of the emperbf'j'-; ahd/flilahhuslifi 
acknowledged his authority. Shujah Uil Khan, the father in 
law of Affrafiaub, gave up the fortrefs of Agra, after a fhort 
fie^^ ,& a jaghire, and affurances of a provifion for the fon 
of thtf decedcd, his grandfon, an infant, named Khadim Houf- 
fein Khan. ShaW Aulum was -now permitted to return to Dhely. 
Sixty thoufand rupees per month were fettled by Sindia for 
his fupportj but a body of Mharattas was ffationed with him, 
to prevent him encouraging any other power j fo that, in fad^^ 
he was only a ftate prifoner in the hands of Sindia. • 

SliaWf : .^ulum did not remain long at Dhely^ .Being, again 
rcqueftcd''''',iy' Sindia 'to take the field,- to' ,^'r||fcion# by 
pearance, ,th^'',%apturb-of Aleeghur,'_ ^e--’ refidence. of the 

• • " - . 'li \ J,, 

» Chief milate of 
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<rf Aiirafiaub Klian. Jehaungeer Khan, the governor, ^cr feme 
time, fubrmtted. By fall of Aleeghur, the authority of 
Sindia was eftabihhed in all the. tErritories which had belonged 
to the late ameer al amra, Nujeef Khan. He now demanded 
tooute froni feveral rajas, .and among them from; the raja of 
Jeyixjre, towards whofe country he marchcd.with the emperor. 
Negotiation and threatenirigs employed feveral months, till the 
approach ^ the rainy feafon of 1786, when Shaw Auluni re- 
toned to Dhely, and Sindia with his army cantoned at Muttra. 

Mfaarattas, by their interference with 

nfr than ufeful; thepro- 

of I^ely aM Agra being exhaufted of revenue by the 

^ ^ate contending chieis; fo that Sindia Lgan 

find Mmfelf in a trouWefomf Sf-na^Jol r ^ 

fituation. Long arrears were 

; were, unequj .W .4jC- 


itter end of the year 1787, a confiderablc 
under Royjee Pateel, who had been fent to 
m the raja of Jeypore, being defeated, Sin- 
|is whole army into that country, and ad- 
^ .^nce. pf the capital The raja, being 
f of Ji^pore and other allies, diftreffed his 
ff his fapplies; fo that both Mharattas and 
>n ente » and Mahummud Beg Hammadaunee 
to the raja. hi. this conjnn&ire, 

'iiiQuld be- 

Mother If. 

^ of the-'Wo|it: which had given 

I tbeir chief, and viaoiy declared for the 

IfdT deferted by 

of fepoys, who went over to Ifmaeel 
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Beg. This misfortune was followed by repeated defeats, which 
obhged him to retreat with precipitation acrofs the Chumbul, 
to Ae neighbourhood of Gualior, and quit for the prefent all 
offenfive operations j leaving garrifons in the citadel of Agra and 
fortrefs of Aleeghur, in hopes of their holding out till he could 
obtain reinforcements from Dekkan. Deeg and fome other places 
he gave up to the Jaut raja, Runjeet Sing, to whom they origin- 
ally belonged, that he might keep up an intereft: among the 
natives of the country. 

The evacuation of the provinces of Dhely and Agra by the 
Mharatta army, occafioned a lad change in the royal affairs, 
Shaw Aulum, the pageant of cveiy fuccefsful party, marched 
from Dhely at the invitation of the raja of Jeypore, who ad- 
vanced within three days* journey of the capital to pay hk 
refpedtsj but whether he was unwilling to engage in the ad- 
miniftration of the royal concerns, intimidated by £esm of the 
return of the Mharattas, pr refolved ^ ^ a^ iw the pre- 
Icrvation of his own country, he in a flicMt time dbtained his 
difmiffion, and withdrew to his own territories. Shaw Aulum 
returned to Dhely, where he hoped to remain fecure, and un- 
engaged with party, till Sindia’s return with a reinforcement, or 
a decided fuperibrity of his enemies. Unhappy indeed was his 
fituation, and hard the part he had to ad. JEn the hands of a 
Mharatta garrifon in hk capital, and depending for fupport on 
Sindia, he was obliged, at the fime time, to lend his name to 
hk enemy Ifmaeel Beg j who, after defeating the Mharattas in 
the field, had taken feveral places from them, and laid fiege 
to -^gra, under pretence of the imperial orders. 

At -ftik 'crifis Halted 'upi,. a- ' new.adrciiturer, the^ 4tal 
one' of any to the unfoitunate Shaw' Auluni./ *'Gijoia»m'Xaudir 
VoL. II. . . ' " .a v,' ' ' Khan, 

• This chief was Ion and fucceflbr to Zabtah Khan, often mentioned in the 
preceding pages. 
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Khan, a Rohilla chiefs hoping to acquire power in the diftraded 
Rate of affairs, marched fuddenly from his refidence of Ghofe- 
ghur, and appeared befbre Dhefy, which the Mharatta gaififon 
evacuated on his approach. He obliged the emperor to confer 
on him the dignity of ameer al amrajt after which he moved 
to day fiege to the fortrefs of Aleeghur, where Sindia had left 
a garrifon. 

The prince Jehaundar Shaw, who had refided fince the year 
1784 at Batiras, under the Englifh protection, was at this time 
a^ fOlblffed to try his fortune in the troubles. He marched to 
jDhbly, arid joined on his route by fome thoufands of ad- 
venturci^. On' his arrival at the capital he was received with 
much by his fether, who empowered him to direct the 

o^sratkms of Gholatun Kaudir Khan ; and the prince, adter 
obtaining the of his women and children* who had 
been confined fince his flight, repair^ fo' foO fege of Alee- 
ghur. He was foon dilgufted with the brutal difrefpedt of the 
Rohilla, and repaired to Agra, in hopes of finding a better 
Beg, but was difappointed. The< money he 
firom Banaras being exhaufted, -his fol- 
lowers ’'''l^fe^TC‘’'dfenOf<ms forr'pay, and ' the unhappy prince at 
^ length was obliged m divide aniong them his effeCls. .Not 
chnfir^ to return to Dhely, left the influence of his brother 
Aikber Slttw, the favourite fon of Shaw Auluro, foould pre- 
; to confine him in his unproteCbed ftate, he 
threw hinill|, 4 ^iin^^c«i the; generofity -Of ''‘the'-'-BngHfti. They 
again receiv^;_h^'rpd hr’'fbpalfOd‘;ohce;,mofo m' -Banaras, but 
did not long ''About his arriv- 

al he was feized With a puftM feveri ’^^Irolifibned by expofing 
' himfelf for fome hours to a burning fun in 3 vifit of devo- 
: ^ |tpn to the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan faint at Chunar, 
on the thirty firft of May, 1788, after an illnels of 

little 


little iKtore than twenty four hours. He was buried with every 
honour due to his rank j the Englifli refident and principal 
people of the city attending his funeral. He left behind him 
three fons, whom, with the reft of his family, he recommend- 
ed to the care of the Englifh, under whom they enjoy a com- 
fortable afylum and allowance at Banaras. 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on the fell of Alecghur, march- 
ed to join Ifcaaeel Beg in the ficge of Agra; biit they, foon 
difegreeihg, he left him to make conquefts for himfelf in other 
parts of the country. By this time Sindia had received feme 
iuccours from Dek^n, and dif^tched his confidential minifter, 
Rana Khan, with the Jaut rajah, Runjeet Sing, to raife the fiege 
of Agra, near which a bloody battle was fought on the fifteenth 
of June, 1788, in which Ifmaeel Beg vras compleatly defeated, 
with the lofs of all his cannon, baggage, and ftores. He made 
his efcape with much difficulty, by fwimming his hprfe acrofs 
the Jumna, and reached |he camp , of,, 

but, not findil® a kind reception, in a i^w he retired to 
Shekohabad, where he was ^refpeafiiUy treated by Illummafs Alee 
Khan, a coUeaor of the navob vizier, who prefented him with 
the fern of ‘twenty thoufand rupees. Being here joined by about 
fifteen hundred of his routed cavalry, and receiving letters from 
Gholaum K^ndir , Khan, afluring him of future friendihip, and 
apologizing for. his late negled, ,he repaired to his camp. The 
rajas of Jeypore and Jodepore,; whofe intereft it was to keep 
up an enemy to the Mharattas, now fent him a fum of mpnty, 
which enabled him to receive numbers of his followers, who 
rctupied to his ftandard. An invitation was fent Mm by the 
»v©fc:;M^ir, and the few chiefs with Shaw Aujum to mai;ch 
.to , 0bja^,H«hich .1^, awfpt^d .pf^, ^|^,.^pn,his arrival ^ near' the 
.city, the^epp^pr,. 


* Two dioafimd poiunds. 
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cciving his enemy» refufed to admit him* and fent him orders to 
retire. Ifinaeei Beg pretendwi to obey, but did not move, wait- 
ing the arrival of Ghokum Kaudir Khan, .who was on his march 
to the capital, with the intention of forcing Shaw Aulum to^ 
give up his conaeSion widi the Mharattas. To tliis he was in- 
ftigated by the navob Nazir and other oiEcasy who, having of- 
fended Sindk, dreaded his difpleafure, Ihouid the emperor fall 
into his hands. The fupinenefs of the Mharattas after their 
defeat of Ifmaeel Beg, is not to be accounted for. Inilead of 
marching immediately to Dhely, Sindia only advanced to Muttra j 
fo rhe: unfortunate Shaw Aulum was left expoied to the trea- 
chery of hk fervants, and, hi the end, to dethronement, plunder, 
and iok of fight. 

■ ' ''Gliiiatte';Kaaiir ; Kjbn, -pU' 'his, arrival ' oppofite Dhely, ' re- 
quefted the ranpkdf to aiimtt ^ but was refufed; 

upon which he refolved to entor it by fefce f ttod, having brought 
over Ifmaeel Beg to his views, crofied the Jumna in the night, 
with a part of his army. Raja Himmut Bahadur, and the few 
place, fled immediately, and the Mogul chiefs, 
with'' rffe'fe&weik. In the” emperor's fervice, joined Ifmaeel Beg; 
fe tlat Shaw Atdum, -un^ refift, was obliged 
^ to o|»a the gates of the citadel, and receive the rebels. They 
were ktrodaced by the navob Nazir, who anfwered Jfor their 
fidelity |o his majefty, and that they would free him foim the 
controllt,^ |he and the difgrace of depending for a 

fupport cA;a®!i;4® n^ral enemies to tJbe faithful. Ghokum 
Kaudir and rtie Ptoperor’s feet,'\affured him, 

their only objeft md theiPis|»plfil«i' 'of the Mha- 

lattasj which'thev promrfed to effeS:/ if of the princes was 
permitted to accompany them to the field. A treaty was then 
drawn up, and folemnly ratified by oaths in one of the mofques 
ih the palace, by which it was fHpulated, that Shaw Aulum ihouid 

receive 
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receive a third part of the revenues for the fupport of his dig- 
nity. The emperor then committed his fon Soleymaun Shekkoh to 
their care, and a day was J&xed for his march againft the Mha- 
rattas ; but this adjuftment was deceitful. In a few days, Gho- 
laum Kaudir demanded a large fum of money to pay the troops, 
which Shaw Aulum refufed 3 and the Rohilla refoived to poliefs 
himfelf of whatever treafure might be in the palace, by dethron- 
ing the emperor, . To this relblve he was excited by the trea- 
cherous, navob t Nazir, who, forgetting thirty years of confidence 
Md lavour, had informed him that his mailer pofiefied hoards of 
treafure and jewels, though hn pretended inability to fatisfy the 
troops. , ' ^ 




The degraded and wretched fituation of the once augufl: fa- 
mily of Timur, will appear more fully, in the tranflation of a 
journal of the monftrous tranfadlions of the unfeeling Gholaum 
Kaudir, from the dethronement of Shaw Atdum, to the flight 
from the city of that cruel traitpc. > .. 

Journal, July 26th. A.D«*?8i 

.j^bout feven in the morning, Meerza Ifmaeel Beg with his of- i 

fleers and Meerza MuttuUab Khan, repaired to Gholaum Kaudir, | 

who was feated in the hall of private audience; and, after fome \ ' 

converfation, fent repeited demands of money from the emperor, , 
through the navob Nazfr. Meerza Muttul^^ obferved, that had ' 

ids majelly poflefled fuch a confiderable fum, his affairs would 
not have fallen into fuch extremity. He was commanded to be 
filent, by Gholaum Kaudir ; who, at length fent two attendants to 
Iwing Bcdar Bukht, fon of the emperor Ahmed Shaw. - This prince 
being conduced into the^^g^lory, was feated on the throxie, and 
the oifromary Mutations rf . fnyalty made , to him by the chiefs, , ; 

Gholaum Kaudir then {fiQiatcked Shaw Aulum, with nineteen ^ 

■ princes, i 

* The Nazir is the fuperintendant of the private apartments, always a eunuch. i: 
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Drincet, his fons and grandCms, under a guard to the.ap^tment 
Sd Noor MahaL After dm a difpute arofe between Ghola^ 
Kaudir and Ifciaeel Beg, concerning the latter’s remaining in e 
palace; and Ifinaeel Beg at length departed in wrath to his camp. 

Bedar Shaw received the compliments ^of the officers, and 
ordered feveral o£ the depofed emperor’s fervants mto confine- 
Zmt Solcymaun Shckkoh was brought from the camp, and 
Crooned with his father, who was thia day denied even water 
by Gholaum Kahdir. The minifters of the 
qnejfted to know in the name of what empero ^ J 

were to he read; and the Rohilla anfwered, « In the name of 
« God and to prophet” He this day fent ^ 
ceffes, » Ma31ekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh^ l^ 
honfe: in. the cto,-;, On theiy ap:ival in the palace, he ms 
refpeas, and tcM them the : priva^ 
ihould be under their dircaiony Th^ s^p^ved of; h^ 
but warned him not to aft in fuch a manner as to raw 
the fcorn of mankind. He replied, that, under the royal auf- 
pijpes, the empire would be properly regulated. The ladies of 

that for two ’days they had 

'.iHe.-ordered them viftnals. ^ 

'‘■'■'I ', - ' ^ ..Thfe 

* Mies we the -widows of Mahummud Shaw, and tlw foriiar -^s 

daugbtF*il''fe^^^^ Ferokhfere. When Ahmed Shaw mvad 
HWooftai^ ii*i6|®nkd Mia on Ms return to his ima tenitonc^ and re- 
fided in Ms court' «I';,his,datth;:^ When -th^^'canifl. bach » Wy, and al- 
lowed fay Shaw .'‘2 



into the hatids of Gholaum Kaudir. It is laid, they prompted hun to depofe 
Shaw Aulum, by an offer of ten lacks of rupees, to place on the throne Bedar 
Sjbaw, the grandfon of their hufband, by a public dancer. If this report is true, 
tfa^ misfortunes are lefs pitiably as Shaw Aulum had always treated them with 
attcnfioB Mid refpeft during his whole reign. 


<'■ } 
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This (ky, the princefs Mallekeh Ziimmaneh, afBfted by the 
navob Nazir, fearched the apartments of fourteen of Shaw Aulum's 
women, and ordered aO their money and effeds to be collated in 
the Oratory } after which they delivered them to Ghoiaum Kaudir 
Khan. The efieSs of Meerza Akber Shaw were confifcated. 
Bedar Shaw conferred the rank of ameer al amra on Ghoiaum 
Kaudir Khan. Infbrmatmn was l^ged» that Meerza Mindoo 
had privately conveyed fourteen cakes of bread and fome water 
to Shaw Aulum. The mercilefs Rohilla ordered the benevolent 
prince .to be beaten with clubs i but the attendants refufed obe- 
dience. Mallekeh Zummaneh fent to Shaw Aulum, defiring 
him to give up his buried . treafures, and he fliould be rein- 
ftated on his throne. He replied, he was weary of fuch em- 
pire. Agga Sundal complained to Bedar Shaw of the diilrefifed 
lituation of the depofed fovereign and his family, periftimg with 
hunger. The Shaw gave him five rupees. The Agga obferv- 
ed, the fum was infufficient for fuch a number, evdh for a 
meal- Bedar aflured him he had no-" money ih Ip pofo 
feffion. ' ■■ , 


To-day, a quarrel occurred between Bedar Shaw and the 
Begums Mahekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, who threat- 
ened to ‘leave the palace j obferving, that they had feen four 
reigns, and been independant of all j had come from their 
houfes to ferve his femily, hut would return, and commit him 
wholly to the pleafure of Ghoiaum Kaudir. This filenced the 
Shaw. Bedar this day fent to Soleymaun Shekkoh and Akbw 
Shaw, aflhring them they fhould not want whiie he could re- 
lieve them, but'fhat they muft be reconciled tp the decrees of 
providenc<|, and coiifider, that their father reigned 
years,. ■ wl^-:...his. fufie^i{^e. diftm^^^the^.^-nw 
Gholmm Kaudir Khan, iKtymg pnepar ed five whips,: pHiged the 

fultaa 
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iultw to tekc one m 1ns h%ndii> siid. acconnpsny hini to extort 
a confeffion of his treafures from Shaw Aulum. 

July 30th. This day, the apartments of Shawabadee Begum were fearch- 
ed, and a caiet of jewels, fome ftrings of pearh and gold and 
filver plate, being found, were delivered to Gholaum Kaudiri 
who alfo feized ninety nifte horfes from the royal ftables. 
Thirty thouland rupees were found buried in the floor of a 
. room, befides &^c plate. The Rohilla fent the latter to the 
mint, and coins to be ftruck in the name of Bedar 

Sha^^,\;;'WtA./tfiei,foilowing inferipdons 

The fh|p3fter of the true religion of Mahummud, Bedar 
** the'- 'grace of_ Giai fl^ped poina - throu^ut ' the 

« world.’* .-v ; , /■. , r 

To-day, live rupees, a bed, ahdi- « 'cat|3lt, font by 
Gholaum Kaudir to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum. Several la- 
dies of the haram were tied up and beaten with whips, to 
force a r their effe« 3 :sj and the palace was filled with 

cries 1^, ' Except the garments they had on, every 

' . thkg 'was'fol^sad.': . 

July 31ft. Gtelaum Kaudir agreed to giye Ifmaeel Beg five lacks of 
rupees froto ibe plunder of the palace. Several of the cc®fiaed 
princi*%|9fo::ii!yrulted ^ ^ blows^ and feven 'bankers, '';'aad corn- 
merchantss ^prifonfed.. -to .extort 'money ' from them. 

Anguftift, -The navob’ li'azfr''aad'-;* 3 iO',^e!anuA^ to the em- 

1788, peror, that they had by fevere chafttfeiBent extorted a difeovery 
. from fome .of the ladies of the haram of a quantity of gold 
.apd filver plate, with fome jewels.' fJe ordered them to be font 
Kaudir. Meerza Buddoo, an ancient prince, uncle 



fearch. The navob Nazir repents, now too kte, ol his con- 
dud; j and will have more caufe every day. Ilmaeel Beg is 
treating with Sindia, who has promifed to give him a jaghire 
and command in his army. , . '■ 


To-day, '-perfom' were ien* to ' dig'' the fbors the- apart- 
ments of Meerza Buddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing ap- 
parel, were found. The prince and his family were ordered, 
to be - kept without food } but at the earneft interceffion of 
Meerza ttnga, uncle to Bedar Shaw, it was allowed them. 
Gholaum Kaudir to-day ropghly demanded from the emperor the 
whole fum he had promifed for his throne. Bedar Shaw faid, 
** He had given every thing as yet difcovered, and dedred the 
jevfels might be valued.” The Rohiila replied, Jewels 
** were to him of no value j he muft have moneji or plate 
♦* to coin.” A meffage coming from the princefr Maliefcefa 
■■ foat £he wiflied to fee him, -he , ys^uid- riot go, but 
abufed her^'<o?'the''>epripclis,ty^ 'brought the ‘'fcomplimenty':* Bedar 
Shaw eritreafed'''Bim''td'!;^^^^^ every' exertfa» '-'ihould 





Gholauiii 


The di&epesa he could be guilty of to the fovereign. 
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Gliolaum Kaudir Khan to-day forced . the doors of the royal Auguft sth. 
baths i and finding two filver chairs, fent them to the mint. The 
apartments and effeds of Meerza Akber Shaw were ranfacked. 

Thirty two elephants and one hundred horfes from the royal 
fiables were fent to the Rohilla camp. A requeft of Shaw 
Aulum for fome foot cloths was complied with. 

The thrones and other feats belonging to Shaw Aulum, or- Auguft 6 th. 
namented with, gold or filver, were broken to pieces, and the 
plate fent to the mint. Gholaum Kaudir feized the clothes and 
ornaments of fifty or fixty dancing girls belonging to the palace. 

On their complaining of his oppreffion, he commanded them 
to fing and dance, and being pleafed with their performance, 
gave them back their clothes, but kept their jewels, and turned 
them out of the citadel. After this, he went to the apartments 
of the prince Meerza Baber, which w'cre raniackedj and fent a 
■woman to fearch the haram. When every 
the prince and the ladies were ordered to be put with the refe 
of the rpyal jEamily in confinetiient. The duelling of Meeraa 
Khoofd, brother to Shaw Aulum, was next plundered. The 
chief woman fervant of Kirrammut al Niffa Begum was feized, 
at|d^ ft her difco'ver the eift<fts of her 

mfefej , but {he would not confefe, and was put into prifon. 

The floors of the Begum’s apartments were then dug up, and 
lbn.e gold ornaments found. Gholaum Kaudir to-day threatened 
Bedar Shaw with punifhmenl^ if he would not ^^eedily fup- 
ply him .with money, as the troops were becoming clamorous 
for pay. He then went to Shaw Aulum, and demanded a dif- 
coveiy of the money he had faved from the revenues of Ben- 
gar'^iihd Aleabad. The Shaw replied, “ that what was in 
« tihe palace was feized; he had no more ; and begged to be 
« put '‘to, 'dkfh,':that , he’';'''mugh'f’;,be' feed 'fern -mifcjj.”,- -’iThe 

Rohife.replfed^'i.<*' he hutt'A-iam, 

■ - - 0- 0,0";" '■ " feffion 
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« feffion from his fons Meerza Akber and Soleymaun Shekkoh.” 
Upon which Shaw Aulum J^id, “ I am in your hands, hut 
« injure not my children.” Gholaum Kaudir _ threatened the 
princes; who declared they knew nothing of their father's trea- 
fury; but inform^ hkn/ that there a Cafhmirian woman 
in the fisrvice of Koottubee Begum, who, if money was con- 
cealed, was informed of it. Upon this the woman was fent for 
and queftioned, but confeffed nothing; when fhe was confined 
for further examination. Bedar Shaw to-day gave Gholaum 
Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets, and twenty five thoufand 
which; had beep difeovered,- with which he was well pl^ed, 
and to. thev Shaw five trays of apparel from the wardrobe, 
and five fiiver {ditss. Bedar Shaw defired he would carry 
him to the general raofque to pay his devcAions j but the Ro- 
■ hilij|-,,,feAd' ,h|pi;,;i^;:lp bq.in-hafte, and^he fliopM. go at a con- 
venient • time ' m • fele. ;j,^1i',he ;.di|fen|ion ^ ywth , ^ Ifipaee eg 

encreafes daily,. a”that 'chief is treating:)wi&.: dte.^Mharattas; 
but, till their arrival, waits to get what he can from Ae plun- 
der of the palace. The furniture of the royal elephants was 

?th. Tmt a meffage to Gholaum Kaudir, « that he 

** had, tb gratify him, tAligh ’ wnbeewaing his dignity as a 
. . affifted in rifling the palace, and furrendered the trea- 

fere, ifcovered. Nothing more was left, but he was ready 
«■ lb tewpW ^ acquire wealth for him 

'** with’i.the-'fy^hh** ,.;Gh®^mn Kaudh vifited' 
tplii him,.''’^‘;iiie;';:was :;,fenEy, f«,;,:,hfe'-.freafeos» ^bpt rWquid’ make 
*• attends’ by. iea4ng";:-li;4;‘|bh:‘lde^za' r;A3y3^l throne. ^ 

Sbaw' Aulum rcplwd, ■. but as fer 
y ** himfclf, he was weary of Itich degraded empire, and only 
^ : . *<: wiihedto be retired, and employ hirafelf in devotion.” Bedar 
: 4 f 5 | 5 ||,w was feverely threatened this day with corredlion, if he did- 
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not procure more money i upon which he replied, ** that he had 
** given all in his power, and ihould be happy to he releafed 
** from fuch mock royalty.” 



Bedar Shaw was again threatened with corredion and confine- Auguft 8th* 
ment, in cafe he did not produce more money or jewels j and 
again replied, « that Gholaum Kaodk might ad as he pleafcd.” 

In the apartments of Mubaric Mhal, upwards of an hun- Auguft 9th, 
dred women were fearched, and afterwards impriibned. Mallekeh 
Zummaneh was this day violently indifpofed. Bedar Shaw de- 
clared- to Gholaum Kaudir, ** that there were no more valu- 
** ables left in the palace; but if he chofe, he would attend 
** him to colled money from the rajas and zemindars.” The 
Rohilla anfwercd, ** that if money was not brought him on 
the morrow, the Shaw muft take the confequence.” Twenty 
chefts of lace and tilTues were this day burned by Gholaum 
Kaudir, to ' extrad , the filyc.r.,,-; Betfer 'Mi in- 
terview, , hut- 'was' ''’nidely refuf^ ^ itH-the' "A- 'meeting 

took place between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg Khan. 

The navob Nazir was threatened with flagellation if he did not 
produce money. 

Gholaiim Kaudir, attended Ity five Rohillas, went to Shaw Aulum Aag. loth, 
and demanded a difcoveiy of Ws hidden treafure. The unfortunate 
Shaw replied, « I have hone; take wlat ywi can find in the fort.” 

The villain then ewdered his attendants to lift up the princes IVIeerza 
Soleymaun, Akber Shaw and others, and da£h„them on the 
ground ; which they did. Shaw Aulum in the agony of hk 



1 



orders for the like cruelty to be inmctea on me prinecb, out 
was prevented by ' the entreaties of an officer, named Seetuldafs. 
The palace refoundeid with lamentations among the ladies of 
the haram. They were commanded to be lilent, on pain of 
chaftifement. Jn the afternoon, Bedar Shavst was Carried into 
the city, attended by the Rohillaj but the latter, lufpeaing 
treachery from Ifmaeel Beg, returned fuddenly with the Shaw 
to the palace. The inhabitants defert the city in crowds. The 
bankers’ and jewellers’ fhops have been fhut up many days. 

T>vo furgeons were fent to attend Shaw Aulum, who lies 
in great agony of pain. Some money and effeds were fent by 
Gholaum Kaudir to Ifmaeel Beg, who is much diffatisfied. A 
meeting afterwards took place between them, and they vifited 
•Be<te;:Shi^, in,,^^ompaByi, ' 

Shaw Aulum petitioned for fome relfeS his femily had 
been three days without provifions. Gholaum itaudir ordered 
* twenty eight rupees per day to be diftributed for their fup- 


an efcort to condud the 
Boeder tW^ The cooking utenfils of 

the royal kitchens were feized this day. 

. etpperor Bedar Shaw delired the navob Nazir to pre- 
pare a ffie palace for his devoiions i but was in- 

formed, ' fhaf ?’i^;;c^peting,' ■ &c. ■■_>bad . been- feized.-, .Upon his 
inkportunity, 'hbv^efii/iftjffl*' ;;fbft prep^fiop.tyas' .paade ; and 
Be& heard, for ‘in his own 

name as emperor. Two infant fons of the prince Soleymaun 
#ikkoh to-day dkd for want of food. Shaw Aulum difmiffod 
^ “ • his 

" , , • » About two pounds twelve IhUlinp, 
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his phyficians, and declined nourifhment, faying, ** it was more 
** preferable to die, than live, and behold his family perilhing 
** around him.” Bedar ordered the children to be buried in 
the Mhal. He faid, “ that Shaw Aulum comp lained unjuftly, 

** and fliould be reiigaed to the decrees of providence.” Giio- 
laum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of Nizam ad Dien, 
where he was met by Ifmaeel Bpg, and mutual oaths of re- 
conciliation paffed between them. 

The ladies from feveral apartments of the haram were turned Aug. 14th. 
out into « Sulleemghur, and Bedar Shaw was commanded by Gho- 
laum Kaudir to dig up the floors in fearch of treafure. Parties of 
Mharatta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw Aulum ^ 

is in great agony, what he eats voiding by the nofe. 



The Rohillas mutinied, and Gholaum Kaudir was obliged Aug, 15th. 
to remain clofe in the citadel. Meerza Ifmaeel Beg confined 
feveral inhabitants of the city to extort money fmm them. 

Bedar Shaw defired Ghoknin Kaudir to fhihfe of preparing Aug. i6tb, 
to refift the Mharattas, who were now plundering round the 


» Sulleemghur, or Selimghur, is part of the old palace erefted by the em- 
peirea; jehaungeer, whofe name was alfo Sulleera, or Selim. Since tlie comple- 
tion of th^ new palace by Shaw Jehaun, Sulleemghur has been uftd as a prifoo 
for the of the royal family. It is larger has feveral Court^ and g;ardens 

for their itcreatlah. Till the tuning emjf^r became himfetf in they 

were allowed every "amveeiii^ce 'rf- -'life -'.hut liberty j a&dias ^they. 
born and bred up in con&Jemeni, perha^ did not mneih fee! the want of it. 
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Shaw Aulum to Bedar Shaw, were this day taken from him by 



the Rohilla, 


To-day, Gholanm Kaudif and Ifmaeel Beg vifited Bedar 
Shaw, and d^anded money, that they might jpay the troops, 
and attend him to the field. The, Shaw replied, “ that he had 
'none i hut would confign over to them the navob Nazir, 
« litjni whom they might extort it.” A convoy of baggage. See. 
from Ghofeghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many 
Rohilks cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumna 
in trying to cfcape from the feaemy hy fording it. The Mha- 
rattas ^ppeafed on the bank of the Jumna oppofite the citadel. 
Bedar Shaw, defired Ghokum Kaudir to march, offering to ac- 
company him. . 

’ '■The"b^afaffi'eontkuea thdr approaches^ all fupplies were 
flopped' from the and the fhops fhut up. ikirt of the Ro- 
hilla army crofled the river, unoppofed by the enemy* Gho- 
laum Kaudir went into the apartments of the confined princes, 
and ordered the property of Khier al Niffa Begum, Mer of 
^hf,;j^|.%,:to.,be^ feized.- 'Ifer money, ornaments, and even 
tftfi had' on, we^® taken. Several princes were 

brought^ him, 'Whdm he-^dreffed, faying, ** You afpired 

give me your 'treamres for ’it.” In reply, they 
wept, and kid, You have taken all we hadj there is nothing 
** tet^ainisg but our lives.” He then caufed them to be beaten 
wilh ^ fept them back to confinement. A demand 

was Mafiekefi Sahebeh 

hflial for 

of the 'f wo- ■ iegums' sbofe^entioned were this 
feifed, guards placed on their houfes, and their attendants 
pri&nets to the citadel. A letter was prefented from Shaw 

: '.fvii i„. , , ' . Aulum 
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Auluoi requefting relief as he and his family were perilhing 
with hunger. Gholaum Kaudir threw the letter on the grpund, 
and exclaimed, ** I came not here of my own -will j but, as 
“ I flept in a garden at Secundra, fuddenly an apparition 
ftruck me on the face, faying, March fpeedlly to Dhely, de- 
“ pofe the emperor, and feize the country,” Meerza Meendo, 
uncle of Shaw Aulum, was fo-day fo feverely flogged by or- 
ders of the Rohilla, as to faint away, and at length difcovered 
a chamfe, under the floor of which were fecreted fome large 
chelte, two of which were filled with gold coin, and others 
with rich cloths. -The contents of this hoard were unknown to 
Shaw Aulum, and had been depofited there by Shaw Begum 
in the kft reign. 




A guard was placed over the navob Nazir, and his effeds feized. 
He was alfo commanded to difcover the hidden treafures of Shaw 
Aulum, on pain of punifliment. Bedar Shaw fent a requeit to 
Gholaum Kaudir for the releaie Meerzn 'J&itfdoo j; hut the 
meflenger returned delivering it, the navob being in a 

violent rage, which made him fearfol of going into his pre- 
fence. About nine at night, the Shaw ventured to fend again, 
*hat he would, for pity’s fake, allow fome viduals for 
the women j upon which he fent a fmali quantity of oil and 
flour. Many ladies of the haram were jfearched to-day, and 
Rohilla foldiers placed at, their apart^aents. Gholaum Kaudir 
came into the oratory, ^d .had much converfation with the 
emperor and the Begums Maliekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhalj when it was agreed, that the ladies belonging to Bedar 
Shaw Ihould be removed from the haram, and a ItriS fearch 
be ma^.for treafure in every room. Shaw Aulum was fent 
for, arid 'ppfjbrted' difcpyear'^Ms.;,hc4ids.; - He replied,' '-ihat' he 
knew 'pF^hane*' and be^ed efe his nhleries, 

VoL. II. ’ ‘ ' ' . , ' K 'P o • ■ ■ ' • ' , ** and 
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and his family dying with hunger.” The Rohilla told him, 
he fhould yet have more calamities to fufFer.” 

To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh Mhal from their chambers into the apartments of Ak- 
ber Shaw, and alfo the Begum of Bcdar Shaw. Upon this 
Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of his infulted honour j 
wlipn the Rohilla turning: him back, told him to go and keep 


them company j when he recirea to ta«u x 

ladies died of grief and hunger this ^y. Their bodies were 
thrown into the open court, whUe Gholaum Ka^udir was fur- 
veying the labourers, who, by his orders, were buhed m dig- 
ging up the floors of the haram. He to-day commanded fome 
of the princes to fing for himj and one of his^ attendants en- 
treating him hcrt' to he lb difrefpedtful, he exclaimed, ** If they 
« cannot fin^, what are they, fit for? They are the off- 
« fpring of fingers. Had thdy been princes, yrould they have 
« tamely fuffered me to adt as I have done ?” 

Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requeflred him, 
frM W :iGod and the prophet, to allow fome proyifion 

for his a^ childreaj when the Rohilla frowned fternly 

upon him, and uttered much abufive language. The Shaw with 
the Begums are now confined in the odlagon turret, furrounded 
only by flcreens. Gholaum Kaudir fent for Akber Shaw and 
othet to fing and play before him, which they dared 

not refiiifel^Ai^r & perfbrm^e, he exprefled his approba- 
tion, and/^|?^ S^ family Thould mo longer 

** be diftrefred'■^\Recc&ic3S;;aQ^i.;|«^^’^;;_; , 

1 * . The ,houfe of the navob Na2ir was fearched, but nothing 
;©f much value difcovereih The Rohilla chiefs grow clamorous 
. ■ for 
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for money. Gholaum Kaudir , pretends he has none, and is 
dividing among them the efFeds of the palace. 

A daughter of the prince Meerza Toghriil died of hunger, Aug. 24th 
and was buried in her chamber. Meerza Ifmaeel Beg fcnt to 
enquire of Gholaum Kaudir if he meant to march, as the ene- 
my were now furrounding him. Gholaum Kaudir excufed him- 
felf for his behaviour to the navob Nazir, by- declaring, that he 
had feized his property, only left it Ihould be fulpeded that he 
was his advifer in the plunder of Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh Mhal. Parties of the Mharattas appeared to-day clofe 
to the old citadel, and carried off fome horfes and bullocks. 

Munniar Sing, who commanded the palace guard, having al- 
lowed fome provifions to pafs to Shaw Aulum and the other 
confined princes, was rebuked feverely by Gholaum Kaudir. 

Meerza Ifmaeel Beg threatened Gholaum Kaudir, . that if he Aug, 25th 
would not deliver up his fhare of the plundex, he would lea^e 
him j and the Mogul chleft alio declared, if he remained longer 
in the citadel, they would quit his fcrvice. Gholaum Kaudir 
made no anfwer. Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal fent 
a petition that they might not be, left to periih with hunger, 
but rather, be relieved from their miferies by immediate death. 

Bedar Shaw threatened to put on a * religious habit j but was 
told by the Rohilla, that he muft prepare to march. He re- 
plied, that he would not , move. 

Bedar .Shaw requefted of Gholaum Kaudir to dethrone him, Aug. 26th 
as he was weary of a dignity which did not afford him and 
his jfamily the moft common neceffaries of life. Gholaum 

■ ' .'■'-'r. - ■ '-'P; P',.2' -Kaudir 

In HWooilan, for a'perfoti .'nnder the prote£y 0 o , of , anotlicr to afibme 
tlie habit of a fakeer, or religioos^ 'ia,rf@ckop€4 difgraccfor to the party promifing 
and believed to bring doWii'lbe. ciirfes’ of heaven upon him. 
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Kaudir feized all the horfes of the royal ftables, and diftributed 
them aSg his followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value, 
for the Shaw’s ufe. Six ladies of the haram died of hunger, 
and their bodies were thrown over the walls of the citadel, on 
the Xands of the : JdBiaa. On , its being reported, that many 
others were in a dyi«g the fame caufe, Gholaum 

TCauflir fent a fmall foDoiv for the women of Bedar Shaw, but 


«g, ayth. Four ladies of Shaw Aulum’s haram, weary of hie, tlirew 
themfelves froth a window into the river, and were drowned. 
T|ieir bodies 'Were flxipped by fome foldiors, one of whom was 
wounded in a /ieuffle for the divrfion of the garments. The 
unfortunate Shaw Aulum, almoft familhed, fent a fmall filver 
how ring, by a foldier who pitied his condition^ iato the market 
for fale. ^ ‘ It .prodae#: ’ *Xeven , pice^. with. , .which", , fpme , oprfe 

bread was purchafed for Ms meal.; , . A, ; tha)ide 
money, many valuable jewels and rich effeas, were found in 
the houfe of Sahebeh Mhal, and feized by Gholaum Kaudir, 

, ; ,V,i; J- 

^ug. aSth., allowed, to Shaw Aulum 

and 'Ms!fi^j^';';^<h^ekchv^ 2 uramanch and Sahebeh Mhal en- 
treated,, but in vain, to be allowed to retire to their houfes in 
th© ei^y^ Gholaum Kaudif refufed , to vifit Bedar Shaw, though 
repeat^ly fent for. The navob Nazir was releafed froni Ms 
confineai^^ - TM ihops in the city are fhut up, owing to 
f the riotohS'hehaykpr of.the Rohillas from the .delp^^ 

.. , the. Mhamt^')pr|«enidhg,,a%fopp|eSj.frpm\,^^:COtm 

A^29di. ■ • Gholaum Kancbr, in a frolic intoiietU^, ; fent for Akber 
' '^w and /eyeral .other princes, fens of Shaw Aulum, to the 

lion ]ba|lio% Where he eneiitained them with a feaft and dan- 
cing. 


About fecpence. 
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The troops of Gholaum • Kaudk are mutinous for their ar- 
rears. He has fpent this day in trying to appeafe them, but 
In They threaten to defert him. . 

' Gholatuai '-feMilir’wei^’ pat ' to ’ tomb'-of', Hopmaro^ to 

pacify" the''’E.olnSKaf.^'''Af$' much 'i^gument, 'Siie muti- 

neers, drawing his dagger,; rnihed ^hiin*;^ but was ftop- 




, Bedar Shaw went to vifit Gholaum Kaudir, who would not Aug. 30th. 
fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. The 
women of the haram are in the greateft diftrefs for want of 
viduals. 


cinig. After fome time, laying his head on the knees ^ Akber 
Shaw, he flept for two hours. On awaking, he w%t, fay- 
ing, “ he had been guilty of great crimes, and repented of 
** his behaviour; that he would reftore ail the property he 
** had taken, but could not replace the eyes of Shaw Aulum.” 
Akber Shaw, after fome confideration, obferved, that the pro- 
vidence which had given , eyes to his father, had alfo taken 
** them away ; and the inftrument of heaven was not to blame.” 
They fat at the entertainment until funrife. 


Bedar Shaw, by meffage, entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order 
&me relief to the confined princes and ladies of; the haram; 
but was anfwered with angt^; refui^Si Kaudir); in 

pafiing by the Mhal; was accofted with ihud’ edmpaints from 
the unfortunate women, who begged him to allow them food, 
or let them leave the citadel ; but he paffed on, faying, “ that 
«iin four days more he would* relieve them.” He went to 
the empetor’s bedchamber, and finding a feymetar on the bed, 
took it away; at the fame time commanding the guards not to 
let Bedar Shaw come to him on any account. 


Aag. 31ft. 



News arrived; that the zemindars in “Sarungpore were in 
irttisj oh which account Gholaum Kaudir has refolved to 
march to Ghofeghur, leaving Ifmaeel Beg Khan in Dhely, to 
defend it againft the Mharattas. 

Gholaum Kaudir is preparing for his march. A new quar- 
rel has arifen between him and Ifmaeel Beg Khan concerning 
the divifion of the plunder. 

Bedar Shaw .requefted, by melTage, that Gholaum 
would permit barbers to be admitted to Shaw Aulum and' his 
fon^, who had not been , the day of his dethrone- 
ment. It was allowed. Ghokhm Kaudir has whole 

day drinking, and liftening to the finging girls. 

A wife of tire deceafed emperor Ahmed Shaw died in the 

would not permit the body to be 
carried ,qiti'b’ fe>r'' ihte&ent* ..thdugh' Bedar 'Shaw entreated ■ his 
pVtoiflion. The Rohilla haV been this day confulting with his 
oMcers, concerning his defence againft the Mharattas. 

As 0^ was fitting under a -tr^e this day, a 

pne of the branches, but he 
and; Jewels was dif-^ 
aer. Part of the Rohilla army 
Mharattas -retreated to fome 


black fnake fell i 
received no injur 
covered in the C€ 
crofTed the . riverj 
difiance. ■ ' 


^witory fehcrited by Gholaum , Kaudir from his father Zabtah Kbauj 
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Bedar Shaw obferved to his attendants, that his 
ftrange empire, for he could not even obtain necellarieS* for his 
family j that he read the koraun nightly, flept upon the bare 
ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God in his 
mercy would have pity on his fituation. Gholaum Kaudir re- 
viewed his artillery, and is preparing to march. 

Gholaum Kaudir continues his preparations to march. 


was z Sept. 8th* 


Sept, gth. 


Gholaum Kaudir divided the royal tents among his chief Sept. loth, 

;;folMwers,’>;v::h , „ : 

Nothing remarkable occurred till the fourteenth, when Gho- 
laum Kaudir, alarmed at infonnation of Ifmaeel Begs being in 
treaty with Sindia to deliver him up to that chief, fuddenly 
left the palace, and fwam the Jumna on an elephant to join 
the part of his army encamped on the other ^ 

days, however, he returned j and going to Sha^v Aulutti, aflured 
him, that though . he might reign ag^n if the Mharattas were 
viftorious, hfr^^ not eryoy Ae prefonce of his^^^^^^c^ 

they foould be put^^^^^^ in cafo of his defeat. The lavage 

the fons of the unfortunate emperor 
-crofs 'the rivef;:to':;his;:camp,;':r Akber^^ 
Shaw::mafehg::;fonie':refiftance,: GhGiaum;Kaudir:ftrew:;hiS' fcyinafor,^^^, 
and threatened to kill him if he did not embark, when the 
prince was obliged to comply. . The plunder of the palace, was 
alfo all carried off in boats. The day following, the Rohilla 
returned to the citadel, and feverely beat Shaw Aulum widi 
his own hands, threatening to murder all the princes. He then 
obliged the aged Begums Mailekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal to go to his camp, in dofpifo of their lamentations , and 
entreaties. Then''feing..fifcjto, ^aB.;the>ombuft^^^^ prts^^ of the 
citadel, he evacuated it, ^ith’ h^ foftpwers, and repaired to his 
' '■/" ■ ' ' ' ‘ camp; 
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camp. Upon his departure, a detachment of Mharattas took 
poilellion of the city and palace. Rana Khan, the chief, re- 
leafed Shaw Aulum from ids confinement, and ordered refrefh- 
ments for the unfortunate emperor and the numerous perfons 
in tjje haram, who, for .feven days, had been able to procure 
no fuftenance, hut dry grata and water. New coins . were or- 
dered to be ftruck in the name of Shaw Aulum, who was 
again treated as emperor; but he wiiObed to decline the throne 
in favour of Akber Shaw, whom he had always intended for 
his fuccefibr, 

Ghplaum Kaudir, a few days after his departure from Dhely, 
difgufted at fome behaviour of Bedar Shaw, cw hoping to ob- 
tain an aepomme^iation with the' Mharattas by regaining the 
iavoup rf ShaW Aulum, dethroned his newly made fovereign, 
and acknowWgedi . as emperoe, . Akber Shaw. Such was the 
alFedion of Shaw Aulum to Im' 

exaltation, he wrote to Gholaum Kaudir and the treacherous 
navob Nazir, afluring them of his pardon for the injuries he 
had fuftained by their condudt, and thanking them for placing 
his foh He entreated Rana Khan, the Mha- 

«tta geneml, fo aekn Shaw; but that chief re- 

&fed, faying, ** He couH not, while the .prince was in fad 
•* only' a prifoner, in the hands of Gholaum Kaudir Khan, 

Rani having fettled affairs at Dhely, and being re- 

inforced li^{; aiypb AdeS Bahadur with a c@nfider^le force from 
-V . Dekkan, cfofi^vtbe Jumpa^^to oppofe^ ;Gholaum Kaudir Khan. 
That chief, fb^- powerful 

an enemy, endeavoured'' to make kis own coun- 

try, but was intercepted. He took refuge in the town of Mhirto, 
and made propofols of fubmiffion; but the Mharattas would not 
i and on the twenty firft of December, 1788, made a 

^ ' _ . general 
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general aflault on the place. Ghohvm K^ud^ it^fc^nded him- 
fclf a whole day againft their attacks j but feeing that he mpfe 
in the end be reduced, he in the night mounted a horfe 
and made his efcape, leaving his followers to fliift for them- 
felves. He had not rode many miles, when his horfe ftum- 
bled, and Gholaum Kaudir was fo bruifed by the fall he re-^ 
ceived, that he could not move. :ln this Situation he was ibund 
by feme villagers, who took h^ prhhner |0 Jh? h^haratta camp. 

He had, previous to his . Sjghti, .concealed IRoft valuable 
jewdb acqB#ed feonJ the plunder of the palace, ’in his fad# 
and houfin^f To whofe lot this ja-ize fell, is not known, as 
the horfe was never found. The navob Nazir, and other chiefs 
who had remained* in Mhirta, were in the* morning obliged to 
farrender with the troops at the,s(iifcretion of the enemy. Oho- 
3aum Kaudir was at Ml treated with diftindioii ,• but foon put i 

into heavy irons, with his companion in treachery, the navob ■ 

Nazir. Akber Shaw and the other fons of Shaw Aulup^ Frith 1 

the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh ,|idhaly alip the 
depofed Bedar ShaWe<,.Fem yefpedlfuBy . Kana Khan, 

w# feht t^m' 'fe'''’'weiyi'' with\ a "proper :efeort''''fe^^ their pro- 
tedion. Bedar Shaw was remanded to imprifonment. 

The poffeffed themfelves of Ghofeghur, and the 

territories of jGhofeum Kaudir Khan. They are now without 
a rival in the diredion of the emperor,' and hkcly to remain 
fo, as long as their own ilate fball remain feee from internal 
commotions, and the neutrality of the Englifh and the navob 
vizier, with refped to the impejfial aifairs, be obferved. 

l^i|e _a prince of the. houfe of Timur is efteemed as a 
necedary ’ pageant for -the veneration of the. pcopde, we feafi 
continue" to "hw’*: of ^peror ‘of ifindoofeEtaf 'hiit it .'is"ydiy 
improk'bfe ' ' Miy ’ ijt# ' ' ';of t# ' 
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ftcqoiie finalleft independance on tiie will of the power 
which protects his perfon, whether Hindoo or Mahummedan. 
The rulers of the different provinces have, as yet, been con- 
tented to acknowledge a nonunal fubtniffion to an emperor, 
from motive® j o|‘ convenience. It has prevented the jealoufy of 
their equals, arid given a fandidn to their ufur|»tions with the 
pe^ie, who have yet regarded the Timur femily as the foun- 
tain of honours and employments j but, except over Dhely, a 
fmall trad around it, and during a few years in Korah and 
Aleabad, the emperors have had no reaL* territorial authority, 
fince the reign of Mahummud Shaw. The Mharattas once 
attempted to fet up, a fovereign of their own at Dhely and, 
Ihould they hot be interrupted in their prefent career of vic- 
tory, easy, .'ih a few years, tkow afide the family of Timur, 
aq^id^ctore . raja of Sittarra, or their peihwa, emperor of 
lihdooftoa; ihare of it io their 

pofleffion. ■ 


Since this conclufion, the wretch Gholaum Kaudir was 
pumifhb^lliy Siadia- I^s ears, nofe, arms, and legs, were cut 
off) he was fent to Shaw Aulum, 

but died on the road to Dhely. Shaw Aulum has reaffum- 
cd the throne, if fuch it may be called, and fublifts on the 
tenty of Sindia, who is employed in reducing the Jeypore 


By the kft':.'- advice^,^ Sind^’^;ltad,,': ^ from 

Jeypore, Odi|K)re, them to 
'' ^ ^ . cede 


• Tlte feitere of which attempt has been related in the defeat of the Bhaow, 
dip"AbdaBee Shaw, inf the preceding pages. 
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cede fome parts of their country, arid pay tribdte for the reft. 
Shaw Aulum continues a mere penfioner on this chief; The 
fucceffes of the Englifh, Nizami, and Mharattas againft Tippoo 
Sultan, and the partition of his territories, promife fome con- 
tinuance of peace to Hindooftan j where it is probable, how- 
ever, the fun of Timur has fet for ever. 




END OF AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS 
":^!|N#:ThI;EMPIRE'^-OT 
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PART VI. 


HISTORY OF BENGAL, 


FROM THE ACCESSION OF 


ACIVERDEE KHAN MAHABUT JUNG. 


' ' ' 

; ■■ 





P R E F A C E. 


It was fuppofcd, that an account of the affars of Bengal, 
with which we are fo nearly concerned, would be more agree- 
able to the reader feparately detailed, as its connexion mull 
have been frequently broken off by the events in other pro- 
vinces, if inlerted in the genei^ hiftory of the 

-Bengal, ^;,fincc:''iiew^ath.;qf ,]^|M^^ 

feveral nawbl teihi^^ a hrifliitig part of the revenues to 

court, and the Englilh government, fince the departure of Shaw 
Aulum in 1771 from under our protedion, has ceafed to pay 
:;:::ajt^;:-oth^|i||li|li^d^ent::;of ,;,his .fovere^n||^^^ 
:;-name-m'-:-'ti|®|i®i||p^|i|a|p?ffitev 
to native officers; if we except a few inconfiderable prefents 
offered him On the great Mahummedan feftivais. 

At{ §f death of Aurungzebe, and for feme ye^ prior to 
that evdM|y?;i|(^gad\was''goyc^^ by MoorlliUd Rwllec Jailer 

,V Khan,' 



Khan, of whom an account has been publiflied by Mr. Glad- 
win, and alfo of his fucceffor Shujah ad Dowlah.' His fon 
Serferauz ad Dowlah was depo&d by Mahabut Jung, ftiled 
alfo Alirerdee Khan, whofe life begins the following pages. 
This was compiled 4ona a Per^n mamfcript. The tran- 
fadions from his laft illnefs were tranflated from the Periian 
hiflory of Bengal, as htemHy as poffiMe, of *Gholaum Houf- 
fein Khan, a learned and reipedable charader, once of 
greater i^n^iieace, but now, if living, a member of the na- 
tite comt pf Judicature under the moft worthy navob Alee 
Ibrahim ;fhe eftablifhment of which by Mr. Hastings 

rei0^4; J#ioe ffld police to A grea^ capitat in which the^ had 


% rt . 1, 




* An Englifh tranflation of this has, I underftand, been publiflied in Calcutta, 
bj 3!kCt|fl:^h% a french muflulmaun, which I fhould have wilhed to have com- 

have ’fiot 136611 able to procure 'it. 
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MaHABUT Jung was originally named Meem Mahummud 
Alee. HiS father, Meerza Mahummud, an officer in the fer- 
vice of the prince Azim Shaw, on the death of his paferon 
felling into diftrefs, moved from Dhely to Ct|tttaC| ^ capital 
of Oriffa, in hopes .of mending, his, .ad 

Ddwiah,; a ■'dift^fi^ia&d''-to‘ ' was 

fori in latV to Jaffier Khan, feubahdar of Bengal, from whom 
he held Orilla, as deputy governor. He received his relation 
wiffi kindnefs, appointing an allowance for his fupportj which 
indtthl^^^ria Afehiwnmud to fend for his fon, who accordingly 
repaired. »#•' €l|t|^, and = wa^ entertained by ad;Powlah 

in his fervitty^'W^a ;^ndMy:ft|)ei4:,,'‘of ■;:««»«■, |a 
a fliort time, the' nbiKfre^'':crf''::'M^htimmhd engaging the 
efteem of his patron, he grai!u^l|' entrufred him with coifr- 
^*«ands\agaiofr: rebellidiis zeixandars,' in which Jie proved hiailelf 
wodhy of confidence, and was generoufly rewarded ;by higher 
trufts.' Me now invited his elder brether-Majee^ Ahm)^, th^ 
returning; froiii\a pdgrima^e to Mec^' to’ ■jofe‘';him) ,';and'' on 
his ' arrival ^ he, as alfo, his"tin-ee £om, Mahummud 
hommud. %eed, and hfehisamud were eiwfcjl in the 
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fervice of Sl^jah ad^jJowian, -a|^|ianes oi niiy, uiiuy, twenty, 
and fifteen ^rti|lees^s6f month} but as the influence of Ma- 
hummud Alee encreafed, they were proportionably raifed to 
higher employments. 

Jaffier Kfeari, being difpleafed at Shujah ad Dowlah’s hav- 
ing E^gleded his daughter for other women, left at his death 
the fucceffion to his government to his grandfon Alla ad Dowkh 
Serferauz Khan; but Shujah ad Dowlah having more intereft 
at the court of Dhely than his fon, procured the Ibubahdary 
for . hirafelf} when Serferauz Khan dutifully fubmitted to his 
ahthorityi on. prom of fucceeding his parent, and continued to 
hold the ‘imperial de wan under him. 

ad-:'|fo,wkh, thinMag himfelf greatly indebted to. the 
abiitfcs 'isftd.f;«dii^ ;o£>;,h^umim«d; -Alee, and Abmhd* 

for his eafy ac*Jflifttidn'''df 

90 ineafure without their advice. On ^e ifermer ne bellowed 
the '' fojedaury of Raujemahal, and procured for him from the 
ej^jper^ a *pipnfob and the title of Aliverdee Khan. The latter 

the cuftomS' of .MfJorfliudabad, 

H,'’' ' ' 1- ‘-s* , .'n-.'’ , j and 


of the colleffiion#. While the authority of the emperors 
'Wts iroperiy obferved, the dewan of a province managed the revenues, and 
the or foubalidar, had no power over them, his office being folSly that of 

comiti!#^, I9 iPhief and difpenfer of criminal Jawj but as the empire decKued, 
he nfufi:^- A ^ the dewan, whole office became nominal only. Lord 

Clive obtiijM 1 l & tho W reclaimed the proper exertion of the 

but 'ijayeta*9''‘i|s|'^e ^J^itted_ any, part of the revenue to ■ hely. 
Dtt^, Shaw' Auiom's rei^dmee^if^r, .tb<!ir:,:''yrot6^^.‘.;he ' received annually 
tvveniy x\fecs -.of rupto j ''hut on "quitting Mbutift' was withheld. 

^ The fbjedaur in his diffiift had the feme authority, as ihe nazim of a 
^yince } but Ikutrfy, his office has been confined to the fuperintepdance of 

■ CoBninandtef of. a body of cavalry, fometimes nominal only, fi)f tlte pur- 
|i(^ a titles as all rank is militaiy in Hindooftan. 
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and his three fons to confidqrabll employments. Thefe diflinc- 
tions were but the paths to higher offices. Is, ift^a ffiort time 
after, the province of Bahar being conferred by the emperor 
on Shujah ad Dowlah, he entrufted the government of it to 
Ahverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional rank, and the 
title of '’Mahabut Jung. Hajee Ahmud was created dewan to 
the navob, and his fons raifed to the governments of large dif- 
triits in Bengal and Bahar. 


31S 


ad Dowlah after twelve years’ government of Ben- A. 
(the inhabitants of which ftill fpeak with veneration of the. 
lenient exercife of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Alla ad Dowkh Serferauss Khan, a young prince, whofe 
charadter as a moral and religious man ftands high on the pages 
of native hiftory. Eufuff Alee Khan, who. writes that of Ma- 
habut Jung, and ftrives to apologife for his ufhrpation, as the 
effedt of neceffity and felf-defence, fays, ** Ser%aus5 Khan was 
** a prince of exemplary vhtue.;., 

youih#, yet he iwas not addidfed to Jenfeal enjoymentsj and 
during his fhort government, in the courfe of which I was 
ponftantly with him, never beheld in his condudt even a 
towards a vicious adlion. But, alas! he was ig- 
** policy, and 'poffeffed. mot- an addrefs or 


€4 


u 


i€ 


to the mac 


Ae .World, that: he'^fete 
Btiplri; _of‘|lk .Ptlfwes.l * . . ' ; '' 


a prey- 


Serfeiuuz Khan at firit confirmed all the fervants of liis 
^ihc^i in office, biit 'fliortly, impelled by the clamour of his 
own who naturally wilhed to fhare in the advan* 
taga he- took ,^e ,dewanny fi’qih-''Ifcjee-(yij«|^, 

and 'i^ored his' fiiends. '-Auimn' 'Cliund.'Iteyrayan' and Jl^gntt 

^ tz ' Sect. 


*■ imj^eMae toror la was# 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

Sect from their employments; which gave much difguft to the 
“two brothers, who had for fome years, through their influence 
with Shujah ad Dowkh, governed Bengal. Hajee Ahmud re- 
folved on the deikudion of his mafter, and privately Concert- 
ed with Mahabut Jung to deppfe himj but at the fame 
time had the addrefs* to makO Serferauz Khan believe, till too 
he was attached to his interefts, and even to perfuade 
hii^ to dilband a great part of his army, fo unneceflfarily ex*- 
penfive in a time of profound peace. He pretended that he 
Was weary of, the cares of oflSce, and to thank the navob for 
relieving Kim of a burden, and giving him the indulgence of 
religious rntitMoent in his old age ; at the lame time exprell- 
his rei6^€|ii to give his advice on public affairs. His 
J^eeded die unfufpa^ng mind of the prince, 
■•fiequendy warned , .friends, ; of ■ die , dangnt ■ hf 
confiding and co|itiniii%; hk. ; 

dependants in -the go'ternmehl: ®W- 

Jo)red. He even communicated to Hajee Ahmud advice which 
ha/t been given him to fcize the perfons of himfelf and fa- 
f I ^ mark of lincerity, inftead of gaining their loyalty, 
diem -haftea the work of treachery, lefl: 


■S.V. -.'.r , 

'tlie''\|av(p-' fhohid,;-'m ^ be 'prevailed upon to follow the 
comdM of'* his real 'fnciids. The apologifts of Ma- 
Jung fay, that he had originally no defigns on Bengal, 
httt y|il|icd only to be continued in the government of Baharj 
and , have confpired againfl; his patron, had he .not 

been '_by^^ his, brother,' , that his office- and eyep,, life 

was in inpdihs ^,,a^r^his’ ac- 

' -I-. V -ceffion. 


.l-ff!' i, ■ 


aft IttS' few, (how it corn, radiated 

- many pfirfous) that, the following circuctiftance encreafed the dlfguft of the 
; A near relation of their% a young lady of uncomtnon beauty, was forced 

■ |bew herfelf to the navob, who, however, did not offer any other injury i 
|?sU| one, not to be forgiven confident with Indian honour. 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

ceffion, Serferauz l^an, who had mt fet: received the royal 
grants o confirmation in his government, received intelligence 
torn his agent at Dhely, that Mahabut Jung had employed 
milljies to bribe the impenal minifters, and obtain for him- 
lelf tlie foubahdary of Bahar independantly, if not of Bengal. 
It IS moft probable that this information was true, as the cLt 
ot Dhely was become notorioufly corrupt; and even its weak- 
nefs made Ae emperor, on the vacancy of government, deaf 
to juftei: claims and bellow the fucceffion on him whofe force 
WM the llfdh^ft, as the only mode of preferving an acknow- 
ledgment of his authority. 

Serferauz Khan now began to be alarmed; and, in order 
to reduce the influence of Mahabnt Jung, he recalled the troops 
itationed with him in Balmr ; but they did not obey him. He 
next tried conciliatory meafures to gain his attachment,* and 
propofed an alliance between his own ion and a niece* rif 
Ahmad, ^ 

to tlma# to another. Which made the propofal af 

he revenged, 
complaints of this in- 

folt to Mahabut Jung, afiuring him, that the navob meant 
forcibly to eeleto the -nuptials, and unlels he prevent 

them, by fpced^.--marchmg '-to - Bengal ^ and/refcuing the lady 
and themfelves from his powfcr; tholr -ferhay would be dilhoaow- 
ed, and perhaps cat off in defending their reputation, by t|je 
l^t. To account for the foif-fecurity of Serfermz Khm at 
permd is impoffibld; for, though informed that Mahabut 
Jung W«s-.^^Creafing his forces, and .thatr.'he.'eiltytained, 
fonable dhfigns,, Hajce Ahmud. and .'his fons.Were -left i-at; jHwrty, 
too Atta‘-Ootlak Khan^i ^ the rf Ae 

mand of' the fioatier jftalfoii'^ towards Bainds'.'iWt,' dii ' he take' 

the 
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the precaution to colled: his troops. Suddenly he received ad- 
vice> that Mahabut Jung had arrived at R,aujemahal> not more 
than three , days’ march from the capital, with his army, hav- 
ing gained the pafib by the connivance of Atta Ooliah Khan, 
the fojedaur. of that diftrid. From hence he had a letter from 
the febd, fethn^ 'forthj that as the indignities offered to his 
faoqufyslM^ amounted to perfonal difhonour, he had marched 
diiis feir without orders, but hoped he fhould not be obliged to 
come to extremities he wifhed to avoid i and promifing to re- 
tire, if the navob fend his brother and nephews with 

theif.!,'„fipiihds ahd'jcffeds to ‘his 'camp.-. ' 

Serferadf ^ occafion rejeded the advice of his 

f)ne!ttd»^':'to:''Odnfiae :tta|ee Ahmud, who, -with .folemn affevera- 

would .on ;='Ms being dlow* 
ed to vifit govsipment, unlels 

/hould invite him to his prelenibe ^ a iharfe".^ favour, was 
permitted to depart with his family. The navob dilpatched with 
him two confidential perfons, to affure Mahabut Jung of his 

real intentions. At the fame 
th& capital With about, four thoufand 
hbife, ■dud' pafy naarches towards the rebel..' On 
.tMi;‘'§feth’''^'‘iay '“his'' agents Teturned,, bringing him afiurances 
. ^^ -Mal^bUt Jung that he was loyal to his perfon and go- 
fCrtoiftent J but requefted that Ghofe Mahumraud Khan and 
otheri>l^:^; 'hb'\ Imew had prejudiced the navob' agajpft him, 
might " 6 .fern court, that, he - might' Fafeiy: come and 
.pay of-.R^ee§"i-yvould be 

to pa|*' thb •^oppa.:.who h#:diiheea detached 

with Mm ffom Bengal' ‘ the •■'Ste'" :havoM : ■; ..''-i . 

jy.,^';,Serferauz 'Khan now was not to be longer deceived. '^He 
'l&.^^^^demani of the 'rebel in their true light, gs made-, only 
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to deprive him of his^ real friends* and render* him a defence- 
lefs prey to treachery ; but, inftead of boldly continuing his 
march, he imprudently oppofed art to art; in which he was 
unequal. He feemingly aflented to the requefts of Mahabut Jung, 
while he fent emiflaries with large fums to bribe his followers 
to defert him j but they betrayed their commiffion, and the rebel 
taking immediate advantage of the navob’s fecurity in the fac- 
cefs of his fcheme, while negotiations were depending, furprized 
his camp; Serferauz Khaft was flain, it is foppofed, by the 
tn»chefy of his attendants, in the beginntog of the attack. His 
troops, after a very gallant refiftance, in which fuccefs often 
remained doubtful, were defeated, and Mahabut Jung became 
by his victory, Ibubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. Ser- 
ferauz poflefled the government only one year and two months, 
being in his thirty fixth year at the time of his death, which 
happened in the year 1739. 

Two days after his viiftoiy, 

ter to Shujah dd Dowlah, entreated her pardon fer the flaughter 
of -her brother, and aftured her of his protedlion to herfelf and 
tike furvivore of her family. He then afcended the mufnud in 
the hill - of aadience, and his authority as foubahdar was ac- 
knowledged by the ofticers of goverimient and inhabitants of 
the city. Having ipof^ed ,-;himfeJf of/the .'treafwes’-of the un-, 
fortunate Serferauz KiMn,S yrhich had accumulated to an im- 
menfe amount by the favings of his grandfather and father, and 
had not been diminilhed, Mahabut Jung fent a corore of. rupees 
l -woney, and to the amount of feventy lacs in jewel?, plate, 
as an offering tq the 
.■,.©1^ ©hedieacc, ^fiioitly "after 'confamed 

■' 'three -foul^ of . ^h^,l;aha 

were;bttt a of his 

' ^ ' ‘Itions. " 



and 
turn 
in > rife* 






acqaifitions. He conferred large fums on his relations am aa- 
hcrents, and beftowed an ample gratuity on the troops. Having 
arranged the affairs of Bengal, he prepared to reduce Orifla, 
which was as yet nafubdued to his government. 

Moorfhad Mlee Khan, deputy governor of Oriffa, fon m 
kw W Shujahad Dowlah vs^ho had mafi|ed the to of the 
fete mvob, on hk overthrow had at firft quietly acknowledged 
Mahabutjung as foubahdar, and was contmued m office; but 
foott afeer^ds, at the iaftigation of ^ wife and Baukir 
Khan, life fon in few, who reproached / him with cowar^e m 
fdfehikttng= to a traitor, he withdrew his allegiance ana pre- 
pared. to toi^en^ 'die murder of hfe brother in law; for winch 
nHi«4»j4; he levied aa armf, and invit# the cheers ca _ the late 
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On intelligence of his approach, Moorlhud Koollee Khan 
having fummoned his friends to a confukation, laid his fabre 
before them, and after inveighing againft the ufurpation and 
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his intentions of oppofing 
him, fliould they be firm in fupport and attachment ; but otherwile, 
to retire to fome place of fecurity with his family. The afiem- 
bly unanimoufly affured him of their fidelity and readinefs to 
engage in war, and the chieis of the army at his requeft re- 
girt the iabre round his waift. After this, he moyed from 
Guttac, ahd encamped in a ftrohg fituation, furrounded by thick 
woods and a river, fortifying his camp with nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of (^nnon* 

Mahabut Jung fpeedily arrived on. the bank of the river, 
within a few miles of the enemy, and halted long, being inca- 
pable of diflodging him from his fecure pofition. In this fitu- 
ation his camp was but ill fupplied with provi%|W,,, the. ^ 
being attached to. Moprflhud 

fesSn; '•began Meer- 

za Baukif Khan, learning the dii&tisfadlion of the navob’s 
army, contrary to the remonftrances of Moorfhud Koollee Khan, 
at length imprudentiy moved from his camp and offered bat- 
tle j -wMcht was gladly accepted by Mahabut Jung. The en- 
gagement #aa long and bloody, but finally . decided in favour 
of the latter. Moorfliud Koollee Khan, his foa ln law, and chief 
dependants, made good their, retreat, to a feaport town, 

from whence they embarked on board fiiips, and arrived fafely 
as MaffuHpatam, on the coaft of Coromandel, where they were 
geileipouily received by tbe fojedaur, Anwer ad Dkn Khap. The 
raja'',oi,'l|3t^|jore, on the borders of ^ Ori|^_.' hearing.. 
flight, ;Whhj^a''.’magnanimcws,.hum;^^ 

tac, .arid /brojlghs '©fi' their ^Tamilie^’^arid- treasure „inM*^'fy"to' his 
y©!., II ; ' ."-i: rcfidence. 
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refidence, where he delivered tibem to Baukir Khan, who was 
fent to receive them. 

Mahabut Jung after his viftory marched to Cattac, and hav- 
«ig arranged the sdfidrs of the province, pntnafted the govern- 
ment to his mephew Sowiut Jung, one of the f<His of Hajee 
Ahm«d. He ftien returned to Moorfliudd)ad, and din|loyed 
hhtf^ in regulating the concerns of Ben^; in which he' Scffl*. 
Mted the eafe and fatisl^on of the public. To the women 
and dependants of die kte navob granted Hberal allowances, 
them lands afid hoafes at JOacca, where they rc- 
drei Hnffe^ Begum, After to Aik ad Ddwkh, having accepted 
the fapermfeiiandd of the haram of Shawamut Jung, was treated 
with : itfpea:, and the revenue of : ^ “ Khauft Ta- 

\xkg% M .gmndfether, Jaffier Kto» 
left ^ at- her ’ ''difptdM.'' - ,pa;.;.die day 

of his death, whom the had >a(k^ed, ^ Wsk' |&nMt$ed to refide 
with her, and treated With parental fondnels by Mahabut Jung 
£ttld hk ne|diew. 

' -gcweintnenf of ’Ckt^ did ^not.ad with 

thk' prtt^h-'becbmiagrhk.fim He vexed' the adherents 

pf*dMbntfhud : Kooilee Khan, who had renaainKi in the province 
•dyfflter promife of not being molefted in their eftates, by fines 
and tWOltibn, on pretence that they had fecreted money be- 

being much "ad<^^bd ■ to- pleai- 
.fore, w^'- ^.pipcuring' women' for 'Isis haram 
ftom' ,the’' il&1»ia6^h<--'"'Th-,^ufe;oppihff^ b^*,.,^ddbd’ imp^ 
fitic'ne^ed of' the' phoned :>Widi< uncle, in 

l eftfinmg t^ir pay- to ganifoff •a1ibwadt^,''''#raM; gave ^eat dd"- 
^ft, fo that numbers left ifis-fervice. Thdr places he filled 
■ - ' . . - ' - ■ - ■ - ' . with 

* A Moorfiiudabad, of which Jaffier Khan had purchafed the 
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with natives of Cuttac, who, for the iatisfedbn of living at 
home, accepted of a trifling falary. Thefe men were fecretly 
attached to the late governor, whofe fon in law now refided 
on the borders of the province, in hopes of opportunity offer- 
ing to renew his attempts. The conduit of Sowiut Jung be- 
coming daily more oppreffive to the people, they at length 
invited Moorfliud Koollee Khan to return but he was too fond 
of his prefent retirement to hazard his perfon, and rejected, their 
ofiers. They then had recourfe to Baukir Khan, who gladly 
accepted their promifes of fupport; and meafures were fo fecretly 
contrived, that Sowiut Jung was fuddenly taken prifoner in his 
palace in a general infurredlion of the people, and delivered to 
Baukir Khan, who affumed the government of Cuttac. 

Mahabut Jung, -on intelligence of this event, loft no time 
in preparing to remedy the diiafter. His brother Hajee Ah» 
mud, and the mother of Sowiut Jung, for ^ 

fafety of ■ their fon, wcMld/Imve^ • 

up 'ib;'-Baukir "Khan an prhmife 'of .aMe^Hce, and at- 

tributed his focceft to aids he had received from Nizam al 
Moolk, whom it would l>e impolitic to difpleafe, as it might 
i#h^ 'Upon him the force of Dekkan and lofs of Bengal j but 
he paiii ho attention to their advice. In a Ihort time his forces 
were ready ; and, - having left Shawamut Jung in the command 
of Moorfhudabad, he:; began hia march at the head of twenty 
thoufand horfe and foot As an 'encouragement to his chiefs, 
he had ordered them to make confiderable additions to their 
«»rp«, and promifed a reward of a lac of rupees to the perfon 
who A»ouid rccoyer Sowiut Jung from captivity, and if fee JbpuM 
he tte. • otHamander of a corps, to give two months pay •?•;«#- 


Baukir 
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history of BENGAL.. 

Baukir Khaa, on the approach of the navob, entrenched 
himfelf on the banks of the Mahanuddee j but having little 
hope of fuccefs againft fo powerful an enemj, fent off his bag- 
gage and family to Dekkan. Refolved that Sowlut Jung fliouid 
npt furvive Ms , defeat, he placed him in a covered ‘rutt under 
the charge of' iwo Moguls, who had orders to kiRhim, Ihould 
the troops of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with them. 
To' make his death the furer, he privately ordered the efcort of 
horfe who guarded the carriage, on the approach of an enemy, 
to thruft &eir fpears into it, and deftroy both the vidim and 
the ^eSecdtidnetfi* Mahabut Jung attacked- the entrenchments of 
Bauldr' ■Kh^.t-who was deferted in an' inftarit by his troops^i 
too much Intiiaidated to make refinance j and the vidors; pur- 
fubd fe-folo^y, that they fpecdily overtook the efcort of Sowlut 

'thruft. .into the; carria^» 
and one' of 'thfe-’te^ta'v^was^ykilied, ,b«t'.Sq^lh£,_,,|u^;;efcap'ed 
unhurt, by the wounded man’s Ming; ufkih 'Mtoy . The other 
Mogul was flightly wounded, and made his efcape, while the 
purfuers were releafing their recovered prince. Mahabut Jung 
;i;i^yuS3^ thanks for his ealy vidory, and the fafety of 
his imm^ danger,, fent him, with a 

COpfidOrafe: ptotedion,. to Ms parents at Moor- 

iftil&lwdi :’hdt t^ prudent to entruft him again with 

the 'gjDvernment of Cuttac. The women and family of Sowlut 
Jui^,* lyho had been detained prifoners in a fortreis, were re- 
JeaM’’;’ of the vidory by _ the garrifon, , ^ and efcotted 
fafcly to’lphs‘;;'\;Tjbe regulated,, the affans, of the 

rnGpyered’'''|ldthfeei'i;,;'^ve';i^,' &pQ,taticm ,o^ to-.,^; ..officer of 

cxperieiMfe,' no 

new danger n^, permitted mdft' of the trdops 'to retire to their 
homes, while he, with oMy his principal chiefs and about five 
thoufend horfe, marched flowly towards his capital, enjoying 

' the 

' V ' * A carnage dawn by oxen. 
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the amufement of hunting on the way; but this calm was 
fuddenly o?ercaft by ftorms, which threatened his deilnjdion, 
and the defolation of the provinces. 

Mahabut Jung was encamped near Midnapore, when intelli- 
gence arrived that Boikar Pundit ‘had been detached by Rago- 
jee Bhofelah, the Mharatta chief of Berar, at the head of forty 
thoufand holte^ to demand the “choute of Bengal, and was 
rapidly advancing towards him ; but the navob, not expedling 
that ribey would enter by Orifla, was little alarmed at the re- 
port, as he had received advice of their intention to pafs through 
Bahar, and had intended on his return to the capital to take 
meafures to relift them, for which he fancied he Ihould have 
ample time before they could reach that province. In this, 
however, he was miftaken, as an exprefs fuddenly arrived that 
the enemy was within twenty cofs of his camp. Mahabut Jung 
upon this haftened his march to Burdwan, a. confid^We.town, 
intending to ^Rlace in h#, hi^yy,. ,^gage,./ia&iy;ett^ 
lyi h ftr bf f ''his‘' an-ival thef appeal,, ’ihd'laid wafte 
the envirobs of the camp with fire and fword. Some fkirmilhes 
took place with little lofs on either fide i the enemy, whofe 
objea was plunder only, not chufing to riik a general aaion. 
Some days pali^ in tins manner, when Boficar R.aow propofed 
evacuating the country for a contribution of ten lacs of rupees, 
but this was refufed j and Mahabut Jung refolvcd to pulh his 

way to Moorlhudabad, where he could recruit his fcattered 

force. He iffued orders for the greateft part of the heavy bag- 
gtge and camp followers to remain at Burdwan, but in vain, 
a^ they- were too much alarmed to truft themfelves in the town j 
but , tte .'^^Sp&djuence of their ^ difobedience was^ ,^n«^ly ,iatal. ^Pn 

the firftfw%’''hMtohf''the ■ furrounded die, pfle,,‘and 

, " ■ ’ '.j';.'*"' '' ‘ ,'■■! M^iabut 

• A fourth part of the lerotnded from every 

-province. This clsum is explained in the account of Dekkan. 
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Mahabut Jung, unable to defend the numerous crowd of ufe- 
lefs attendants arid market peogic' of his army, now reduced to 
lefs than five thoufand fighting men, had the mortification of 
lofing the chief part of his baggage, artillery, and tents. When 
he halted for the night, only x fmall tent could be procured 
for Ms foccptidn. He now difpatched a meffenger with olFers 
to pay the ten lacks of rupees to the ISdharattas; but Bolkar 
Rabw refufcd, and demanded a • corore, with all the elephants 
belonging to the navob. Mahabut Jung refufed fuch degradmg 
concdEonsy and the next day proceeded on Ms march, which 
was totafed as ufiial,- ®^nd what little baggage remained fell a 
pf^ to who, however, could make rio impreffion 

on the maiii'hoAy, and were often repulfed from the charge, 
ilsiee days a running fight was kept up, during which the 

, and- fheltcr .fthm hea.^^ tain, 

easperienced' 'hf'iha 

reached Cutwa, which the h&afattoS'''iiad,'',lajid, Vi^c* and de- 
llroyed large magazines of grain by fire j but enough remained, 
though in a parched ftate, to be an . acceptable fupply to an 
/■^rifbing, with, hunger. Here the nayob encamped^ 
-river ‘ Bhaagtuttec, fe-oared by his pofition 
feom -fartlfe ’ -InfuifivOf . the , «s«my j- ■ - and having , written to his- 
I of d» fitmtioft he was in, Sowlut Jung joined Mm ex- 
fly with a confiderable reinforcement, and plentiful fup- 
' provifions from the oppofite bank of the river, which 
w#''5^|uStoofeftcd by the_ enemy. ‘ ' 

Bo&ar' paff- 
ing ithe rairis '-M- lb gal- 
lantly oppofed him, would have now , retreated to Berar j . but 
Meer Hubbeeb, an ofBcer of Mahabut Jung’s, who had been 
taken prifoner and accepted the fervice of the Mharattas ad- 

" : ■■ ■ , ^ ■ vifed 

i; • » Upwards of a million ‘ 
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vifed him to remain, offering to provide fubfiftance for his army, 
and to guide a detachment to Moorfhudabad, i^hich might eafily 
be plundered, it being unfortified. Boikar rclifhed his propofal, 
and entrufted him with the command of fome thoufand horfe. 
The navob, having intelligence of this defign, left Cutwa, and 
haftened to the capitaV where he arrived one day after Meer 
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered die fuburbs, efpecklly the 
fadory of Juggut Sect, to the amount of three lacs of rupees. 
On ihe trrivii of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and prevailed , on 
Boflar to encamp at Cutwa for the rainy feafonj andthenavob, 
i&tisfied with having preferved the city from plunder, deferred 
further operations tUl he could recruit his army* and ftrengthen 
the capital by new worlts. The enemy, while the fords per- 
mitted, two or three times advanced to Piafley and Dacodpore; 
not many miles diftant from Moorfhudabad, plundering the vil- 
lages, till the fwelling of the Bhaugruttee confined th^ to the 
c^pofite Ihore. During the rains, BoJQbu: Pundfc 
Mccr Hubbeeb, pc^effed himfetf..of aH 

th©' ■ Stif^an'''aii^^ Midnaprore. as alfo 

Bhcerbhoom, itaujcfliawee, and Raujemahal; fo that, except 
Moorflmdabad and its environs, nothing remained to the navob 
weft eff the Ganges in Bengal; but the diftrids to die eafi: of 
that river afford^ him ample refourccs. Thfe inhabitants of 
the capital, during the tainy fcafon, for the moft part moved 
with their families and effeds acrofe the Ganges for the greater 
fecurity. The families, treafures,' and valuables of Mahabut 
Jung and his relations, were alfo fent over that river to Go- 
dagauree, under the care of Shawamut Jung, who returned' to 
tbf© tapitai after he had provided a place of fafety for th^to. 


Bdahahttffjnttg "pafled’^ the;rainyv'.feafon, 
and encourigfog''his .toobpsV,;;to whom fe ';d|i|i|buted;':tej^ lacs 
of rupees, 'Which he had^' proi&d '&»■' when '-furrounded by 

\ ’■'‘'■■It'®-. ’ ' ' the 
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Mharattas. The diy weather had not yet commenced, 
sn he marched l^pm Mooriliudahad, and croiled the Bhaug- 
■ee over a bridge of boats, .without oppofition from the ene- 
, who Ml continued in their camp at Cutwa, which was 
ded from' tbp mvob’s army by a deep rivulet, much fwollen 
the^^ES. foahabut Jung during the night ordered abridge 
l^ts to be thrown acrofs it, which was done without being 
oeiVed by the enemy. About midnight, Meer JaiEec' K-han, 
tftapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofen 
Jy, began to crofs. Half of this detachment had fcarcely 
pilpcivtbP oppofite bank, when a boat in the middle of tlie 
and funk by the weight of paflfengersi 
i &e die- rear preffing on, numbers were pulhed 

apd.v^pymed, before the accident was discovered. Six hun- 
,tp, have ..perilled in thisi, manner ; but.^fwh 
ls die cpndni^;jOf,,J^]^b:Ut_'Jang, 

It the accident 'was' food VepairteA^/aSt^i^^d ,4e. whole 

ny had croffed, and prepared to attack the enemy. Bolkar 
■ow was fo intimidated at this bold and uncxpedled meafure. 


# 





R^hto® of tie ftato 
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Maliabut Jung having at laft procured intelligence of the 
change of the enemy’s route, marched bade, and haftened to 
Burdwan. From thence he advanced to Midnapore, v^here Bojfkar 
Raow, encouraged by his late fuccefs agamft Mafoom Khan, gave 
him battle, but was defeated with great flaughter, and fled by 
way of Cuttac, to the borders of his own country. The navob, 
not thinking it neceflary to ptirfue beyond Ms own territories, 
now completely evacuated by the enemy, having entrufled' the 
governmerit of Cutfac to Abd al Ruflbol Khan, returned triumph- 
ahtfy Co his capital. The emperor Mahummud Shaw, as a mark 
of approbation, now conferred upon him the title of * Hifham 
ad Dowkh, with a khelaut, fword and dagger fet with jewels, 
allb a firpe£u:h and collar of pearls. The title of '’Itifliam ,ad 
Dowlah was conferred oh Shawamut Jung, that of “ Mahaum ad 
Dowlah on Sowlut Jung, and that of Hitteram ad Dowlah on 
Hybut Jung, his three nephews; and inferior ranks and titles 
on the principal officers of his army. m ; ' 

■■ ' ' -RMialsat 'Ji&g*-' '’oh l^arattas, had 

applied to the emperor for affi&nce; and Suflder Jung, navob 
of Oudei was ordered with his troops into Bengal, but had ad- 
vance no farther than Patna, the capital of Bahar, when Bolkar 
Raow was defeated. Mahabut Jung, encouraged by victory, now 
thought himfelf iiilly equal to the defence of his provinces ; 
and informing SufHer Jiing that he had no further occafion lor 
fuccours, requefted him to quit Patna and return home, which 
he did, though with fbme reluctance, having intended, it is laid, 
had Mahabut Jung been worfted by his enemy, to have acMed 
Bahat to Ms own government. During Ms flay at Patna, he 

Tt ;had 
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Iiad fele£ied fame pieces of artillery and elephants belonging to 
the deputy governed for his own u/e, without the confent of 
Mahabut Juog j and he mt relHhing fuch aifts of authority in an 
auxiliary, was miich offended, fo that a coolnefs took place be- 
tween dienij: Jung thought proper to re- 

treat, Ml a|lprc|abili(y an open rupture would have foon fuccceded 
l^s re&fel. _ , * ' ^ ^ 

The attempts of the Mharattas on BengH did not end with 
the ddf«t of Bofibr .Raow, Ragojee Bhofela, enraged at the 
of,, .general,' immediately prepared a new army, 'at the 
htead whiA he entered Bengal without delay. At the fame 
tkie, 1‘BaIi^ Show, the principal Mharatta chief, advanced 
«^ja^-fcw^eabic force to, receive payment ,pf a draft, of ‘’eleven 

emi^ hut'^^^ith 

profefled decSthSw/ of ''.aj^thni- h&,, , ai^slisi^e ■ "ai^hi: 
the former, by orders from Dhely. Ra^# aay^;. entered the 
country by way of Beerboom, fixed Jhis head quarters in the 
difciff of Burdwan, while Ballajee marched through Bahar to 

not very far from tlie capital. Ma- 
to meet him, and an intetyiew tQ»&''pIa’ce, 
Mt. which "it, ; i ^t„,lK)th armies flKHiId aff in con.- 
Ragojee. ' It is fuppofod, . the navob paid a great 
h# his' alliance wi& thfe Mharatta general, whofe coming 
accounted for. Some .attribute ',t|^ 
confequence of the/equeft ofjil^abut 

pthea^^ his.ufurp^foa 'of .tfe/^vorhhteut'j 

mg hh pnm, ity he fiiewed any 

;:v.. ' ' - - , ' ^ regard 

. . '4 * • ' , 

B aJIajee and Ragojee ^ this time were at cnmhy as rfrala -for the pefli- 
.W mmiliiy. of the Mharatta Rates. 

'aad tea thoufaad poaads# • 





HISTORY, OF BENGAL. 


regard to Mahummud Shaw’s approbation or diflike of the con- 
dud: of Mahabut Jung. Both armies now marched to expell 
Ragojee from Burdwan, and continued together for fomci .dajre, 
when Ballajee, not liking, the flow movement of the Bengal troops, 
took upon himfelf the punifhment of the Berar chief, and left 
the navob. Ragojee fled, as he advanced, to his own country ; 
and Mahabut Jung, having thus prudently cleared the provinces 
of his enemy, returned to Moorlhudabad : but though he did 
not in this campaign fuffer lofs in the field, that of the revenue 
vm great, as the unfortunate, inhabitants of the defencelefs vil- 
lages were plundered without mercy by both the Mharatta 
armies ; nor were their calamities yet' at an end from the in- 
vaders. 


Ragojee the year following again fent Bofkar Raow, at the 
head of twenty thoufand horfe, to invade Bengal, but with or- 
ders to offer peace, fhould the navob fubmit to .pay a heavy 
contribution, as he had done to Bad|b|e^ Jung on 

thei? .approach moved: .widi akaiwped 'at Mun- 

from bus /capital, 'having if in contempla- 
tion to take advantage of the defire his enemy had for money 
^ the principal chiefs to an interview * by promifes of 

lai^ Ihms, arid cut them off by treachery j which, if effected, 
he couH ^^y .vanguiih an army deprived of its leaders. With 
fuch views, ho’ dfipatched Muflapha Khan and RaJ^. Janegee 
Ram to the Mharatta camp,^ with prbpdfals of peace and an 
invitation to Bofkar Raow to come to an interview, fhould |he 
terms of friendfhip be accepted. Bofkar Raow demanded' fieaiy 
ll^lributions } to which the agents readily confented, plbvifcd 
Iie'’'«^)(^|^,yifit IVhihabut Jung, who at the fame iSme daily ':^t^ 

andyduaW© prefoits* At 'lefigth,' the.JMiia- 
rattajt' avarice, ':ccffiifen6ed,' .and a' day/ wtfM.^>ppinted. 

<» his., nephew 
T/'.f’ft- ■ "H' ‘ Sowlut 
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the attempting' to revenge the mai&cre, 

'habut and having diflributed 

teti'kcs of ^.conferred liberal 

rewards da. tibofe iMe& . the com- 

•pietioi¥' of hk.,infidious ,andhIcfe^'’.fiJE^f;-^'|i^^ about 

das time, »beiiig-’ofi*eaded. at his hrothejr ,. ■,% ^im the 
of Haghly, ■ though he 'had a, great€f^;.|rf _ than 'lie 
■•''¥ ■''■'■■ ' ' ' , ' ■ - ' could 
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Sowlut Jung, JafHer Khan, and Fakeer Oollah Beg, commanded 
them to fcle& a confidential band of men, and draw tliem up 
within the Ikreens round the tent of audience, with orders to 
rufii upon Boflcar and Ms attendants upon a fignal, which he 
appointed, promifing liberal rewards for their obedience. At 
length, the dat fixed being arrived, Bofkar Raow moved from 
Cutwa with the greateft part of his army, and on his arrival 
Jieaf die navob’s encampment, leaving his troops drawn up in 
order of battle, advanced with other principal chiefs and his 
attendants. The Bengal troops were drawn up to receive 
him. Near the tent of audience he difmounted, and entered the 
enclofure of ikreens with his companions, fupported by Mufla- 
pha Khan and Raja Janegee Ram, who foon after, however, 
contrived to quit him. Mahabut Jung eagerly enquired . as he 
advanced, which was Bofkar Raow? and on his being pointed 
cait, dried out.w^ a loud .voipe, ** Cut down the infidel.” la 
an inftant the appinted band rufheid pa , their vidims, and Bofkar 
Raow, with nineteen officers of rank; Vcre llaughtered. The 
navob now mounted his elepiiant, and putting himfelf at the 
furioufly charged the .Mharatta linej wMch, 
■iSb#is^pki»g‘,an attack- and. deprived of , thp^ was' 

.MMiabut,^ Jung .pmfudd; die enemy to 
•Cutwaii tlieif Handing 'camp, which had been left under the 
diOTimi o£*5Ragdj;Gicowaur, who had uniformly rOfufed to ac- 
;cdMp^yiM)lkar tq, ihe fetal interview. Being informed of the 
fatei^;^^,^ .|eneral, he .fled with precipitation, and evacuated 
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couM expend, and the office he defired was conferred on his 
own ion Sowlut Jung, who had been without any coniequcntiai 
employment fince his unfortunate adminiftration at Cuttac, re- 
tired in difguft to Patna, where he devoted himfelf in his old 
age to fenfual enjoyments. 

Mahabut Jung, now freed from foreign enemies, was affidu- 
oufly employed in the regulation of his provinces, and forming 
plans for the repair of that defolation which the Mharattas had 
fr)read through all the difhi^ts weft of the river Ganges 5 but 
a ftorin foon arofe within his own dominions, which was more 
threatenmg to his power than the armies of Dekkan. He had, 
ill order to attach his chiefr to his intereft during the war, 
been lavifh of his favours, and more Co of promlfes of future 
rewards j but which, now finding inconvenient to fulfil, he broke 
through; which gave offence to many, but particularly to *hi$ 
principal general, Muftapha Khan. 
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a fltua- 
tion which his high fpirit could not brook. To fuch a pitch 
had Mujftapha Khan carried his influence, that the zemindars of 
Bengal, when the dewan, or revenue coUedors, puflied them 
for payment, or enferced arrangements, they did not chufe,. 
however neceflaiy* arid juft, bribed him to flcreen them from 
the refeiitmeat of the navob ; who, to pleafe his minifter, ( whom 
he' wifted not to difguft in a feafon of danger) too often re- 
pealed hh own orders, to /the injury Of his treafury and autho- 
rity, iafomuch that the civil- officers of government became of 
litd^ >C(tet|netK:e ^ m the eyes of the renters^ Mahabut Jung 
bore^Atf AH' was'' becoming dangerous j but'dn^^the 
/the province - of Bahar, he was obliged '#0 
rciufe, . Ifrdm hh, own conduct in a fimilar fituation, that 

Would imally -direQ: the 'Toftife'- yrhfch :that go- 

:|ialrditi,,;as he hinji^'ltoii 

done 'againft'-'flie 

however, by every means to fatisly him for his " Breach of pro- 
mife, but in vain. Muftapha Khan had refolved to eltablifli 
ia Bahar, and would not be put off. It is faid, that 
**1^ '.Bengal,’’ to, latisfy which he,. Would 
his /_i:naftef JediodfieS now took 
,jJace*/'aijfl,each'-^Wty^‘’'t}ieaffie'-ftif^^ the” other’s intentions, 
that affaffiaation was an engine they each could make 
lift of without remorfe, and which, perhaps, bodi watched an 
to employ. Appearances of regard- - w«aft IftweWC 
kept navob and his geneii^'i;.'fet||t'’th?l iattW.''ii©W 

always an 

accident open 

ruptefs, ‘ . 'f 


Khan, one day ^tending to pay his refpeas te the 
difpatcht^ beftre him. two of his principal officers, to 

obferve 
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obferve the ftate of the audience chamber, and remark if there 
were figns of treachery againft himj a precaution he ha4 iifed 
fince the^ coolnefs had taken place. The officers having made 
their obeifance to the prince, fat down to wait the arrival of 
' the general, when, juft as it was announced, a eunuch came 
from the interior apartments, and informed Mahabut Jung, that 
his Begum was fuddenly taken ill, and defired to fee him, the 
mvob rofe up, and, retiring, defired that the osE^cers would ex- 
ajfe |iim. for a fevt minutes to their general. At this inftant, 
the tread of feet and uncommon ruftling was heard in the 
paflage to the haram, which the officers,^ ever fufpicious of 
treachery, fuppofing* to proceed from armed men concealed to 
afiMinatc their lord^ and the navob’s departure giving colour to 
their apprehenfions, they rufhed out, and' informed Muftapha 
iChan, who was now alighting in the court, of their fears. ^Tbc 
general, prepared for alarm by the confciounefs of hijS own evi^ 
defigns, remounted 1 and, haftening pteop^l^, . Oanton- 

ment?,: ictttfit,;,.;tha^I|A^^:^;it^^ ^d'. almoft 

‘mfehtadiSQtijfy. come back- to 'the 'of aadiencc, "di^atch- 

'cd after him his nephew Shawamut Jung to inform him that 
fe ws waiting to receive him, and anxious to enquire the 
cafife of his fudden departure, with folemn durances, that no 
treachery I had been intended. On the rpturri of his nephew, ‘ 
Mahabut Jung would have gone in pedon to perfiiado hipi of his 
fincerity j but the entreaties, of , hfe- ,::^miJyn' were alarmed % 
his fafety, prevailed U|^s -him to give np that hazardous de%a. 
Every trial was made to calm the apprehenfions of the general, 
hat in vain j and he now openly declared his intends of 
qidl^g|j|ie navob’s fervice with his friends, and demaid^d-^ 
arredr^ ;of‘''^pay due to Hmfdf and fcHoweiii'j 'Mahabllt 

.irsdfehsfig:-4^?,| l#vea- 

teen •ik#.,dF j, tib ; feme 

' --i- , ; ' . tiixie' 

* * Om btmdi»(J 4ind fevmty thoafand pounds. 
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time commanding him. at he refolved “ 
to quit his domWom. Muftapha Khan, emboldened by the 
rales with which the natob fitisfied hS demands, and re- 
garding it as >: proof of weakneS and fear, ^ftng 

tire AfeMim cowntnnders of corps to depofe Mah J £’ 
and alS' fe 't“titories equally among them. ^ ; 

a qSnIdirable chief, agreed to join tor •’’"if ' 

Kton, Rahim Khan, and ote, declmed, faying, Aat ^^aha 

Jung had injured to by wtooldmg his ju eman , 

readily have adifted him in enfw^g . ^^tor they 

r- “* rfftr-a 'at“ it 

toSia^Sety o4is,capital by proceeding » naretoe 

:fdlir‘paritoy iTbS^Sure. Kto 

having ufed every art, but without efFed, to 

marcSd from Moorfliudabad with upwards of eight thoufan 

hbrlc' and a gr^t number of foot, ® 

his c&miUeblV wi^^^^ intentioftof Pf btmietf ^ 

The inhabitants of the aty, who during the quarrel had been under 
the greateft alarm for their perfons and property, receive new i 
from ibis departure. The navob, having liberally rewarded his 
troops ios their fidelity, particularly Serdaur Khan, R^m 
and Sihmftj^r who had been gained over from joming 

the rebel,' to purfue him. After a few days, 

leaving the cifti'&xhargc _of -nephevv/Sha'waipUt Jung, he 
began his march/'' at 

governor of Patna, the capital of Bahar, hdt to: hazard an en- 
gagement in the field, and if he thought that city not defen- 
to crofi fEe ri?er, ,*aiid mo?e down ^ the oppofite bankji till 
COuM form a jundiion with his grand army. fia 
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Muftapha Khan having plundered Raujemahal, and taken 
ftnie elephants and cannon Rationed there to his own ufe, pro- 
ceeded to Monghyr, of which he gained poflfiflion with little 
lofs, the fortrefs being in a ruinous Rate. He next advanced 
towards IPatna, hoping to make an eafy conqueR of that cityj 
but intelligence of his defedtion having reached Hybut Jung, who 
was then engaged in fome operations on the oppofite bank of 
^ , the Ganges, he returned expeditioufly, and encamped near the 

town, refolved, notwithRanding the contrary advice of Ris uncle 
^ the navob, to oppofe the enemy, however fuperior in num- 

ber. He difpatched a meflenger to MuRapha Khan, deliring to 
i know his intentions, declaring, that if they were to feize the 

city, he muR produce the imperial orders for his condud, be- 
: fore it fliould be given upj but, if ^ delign was only to 

pafs through the province into Bcnaras or Oude, he was wel- 

L come to purfue his route any way but through the capital. The 

I rebel infolently replied, “ That Re. thought it incumbent upon 

; ** him to deRroy ‘heretics hke IM^abut and as the 

J ** feriptup faith, f Temtpiy who can conquer it,’ 

! ** there was no occafion for the imperial grant.” He concluded 

by alking, By what authority was his uncle fupported in feiz- 
; ** ing Bengal, and murdering his fovereign Serferauz Khan ?” 

i ' ' - 

I -Hybut Jung, not intimidated at the rebel’s approach, pre- 

I pared to receive him, though his army did not conRR of more 

- than five or fix thoufand horfe, great part of them new levies, 
raifed in a hurry, and inexperienced. The enemy foon appear- 
; VoL. 11. U u ed, 

. * ^4uftaph| Khan was a SoonnJ, the fe^arles of which are advocates for 

i the juftice focceffion to the prophet of the three firft kaliphsj Afaouheker, 

; Otnar, and in prgudice tp the prophet’s Ton in law, Mahabut 

! Jung was of the Sheea>fe6l, who r^rd Alee ^ the fucceflbr of the prophet, 

I and ey^eh his equal in holinefiV The fuperftitious atnong them even fay, that 

I ^ God commiflioned the angel Gabriel ro deliver his revelation to Alee, but that 

I hcj by miftake, ^ve it to Mahumoiud. 
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ed and attacked his camp without delay ; when Hybut Jung 
was deferted by all his troops, except a few veterans 

who guarded his perfon, on the firft onfet, Muftapha Kha,n 
was furioufly charging this fmall body, when his elephant dri- 
ver being feiled by a mufquet fliot, the animal became un- 
ruly, and at fhe fame time two of his principal officers, Oudal 
Slaw, and: Hakeem Shaw, were mortally wounded. Unable to 
manage his elephant, he alighted in order to mount a horfe j 
but his troops, on miffing him from his *howdah, fuppofed 
him flain» were feized' with a panic, and retreated in confulion 
tiOV|)||:^ ffieu! pyro camp. Muftapha Khan endeavoured in vain 
to them of their error, but was obliged to 

retire, H^ihiiijung, not thinking it prudent to purfue, was 
Conta?ii|# ih® tepulie of the enemy, and remained within 
iki, IPapt -.^cannonade-' and fldrauftung was'^kept up. 
for but on ,theYeighA, the 

rebel, after fending off his ft^gg^gc and tents fome miles to 
, the weftward of Patna, again attacked the lines of Hybut Jung, 
who defended his poft with gallantry and refolution. Muftapha 
Khw*. in the beginning of the aflault was 

Wfuadod with an arrow, which obliged him to re- 

treat; and feyrng noyri, intelligence of the near approach of Ma- 
habut Jung, he judged it beft to give over his defigns on Pat- 
na, and march towards the frontier of Bahar. He was foon 
purfued by the united forces of the navob and his nephew from 
place , to- place, till he had paffed the borders into the territories 
of Suffderr Jln^,^ not chufing to hazard an epg?igementi as his 
troops were ffif|frrjt^ 5^by ymd: the lofs of their 

two principal chiefr.>"®He % joined by 

a body of Mharattas, in co^un^bn i with whom he hoped to 
more fuccefsful at a future period. He retired under the 

walls 

• A feat ufed on elephants. 


f!;:, 
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wails of tlie fortrefs of “Chanar, and Mahabut Jang did not 
chufe to run die rifle of embroiling himfelf with the navob of 
Oude 1^ carrying the purfuit into his dominions. 

The navob had fc^rcely returned to Patna, when he received 
intelHgence, that Ragojee Bhofela, encouraged by affurances of 
afiiftance from Muftapha Khan, atai eager to revenge the aifaffin- 
ation of Boffcar Raow and his ofEcers, had marched towards Ben- 
gd with a large army, and was rapidly advancing. Mahabut 
Jung, leaving Hybut Jung to defend Bahar and watch the mo- 
tions of the rd>el, haftened to Moorfliudabad for the defence 
of that city, and prevent, if poflible, a junftion of the Mha- 
rattas with Muftapha Khan. At the lame tkne he fent an 
ambaflador to endeavour to divert Ragojee from his invalionj 
but that chief, fuppofing Bengal to be in a ftate of difaffec- 
tion, and the offers of the navob to proceed from fear, de- 
manded the unreafonable fum of ‘three corores of rupe^ as the 
price of his forbearance. Mahabut; refolved not 

to o©nf«ft to terms fo ext«hitant aid diftaanoorable, yet willing 
to gain time, m hopes that the rainy feafon, now near, would 
ftop the Mharatta from adion, and allow him effedually to 
punilh Muftapha Khan, inftruded his ambaflador to amufe Ra- 
gojee with profeflions of compliance. In confequence of this, 
nearly two months were.; wafted in negotiation at Burdwan, where 
the enemy encamped j and, at ti»s expiration of that rime, Ma- 
habut Jung received, the happy mtelligeiKe of the defeat and 
death of Muftapha Khan, who had with great additions to fals 
former force invaded Bahar, thinking to make it an ealy con* ** 
queft, as the invafion of the Mharattas would prevent fuccours 
being feht from Bengal j but the abilities and good fortune of 

Hybut *Jong' Iwpvajjfed' agfti»ft.';hi®i- ‘ . 

' '■ XJ u z , .. The 

* Chunar is a diftri<a in Benaras, and "will be long celebrated in India for 
having been the refage of Mr. Haftin^ daring the rebellion of Cheyt Sing. 

** Three millions fterlkg. 
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** of each other, aiid fbruggle till one party ihall, overpowered, 
**, .bjeg. Jbr quarter.” Ragojee replied, “ that to obtain this crifis, 
« he had -^eady advanced near a thoufand miles from his 
** own c 6 xtix^:i\. fet the navob had not yet moved one hun- 
f dred,,. to. do him the honours of a meeting.” Mahabut Jung 
'ie|cHiic4 .,^;.|hati',di|^'ramy .f^on being arrived, and Ragojee 
having ful^d '^^i^fir^nyeme^t^, from -his- -Ipog-- march, 
« it would be prudent Ijf’ Hfm to f^ thclement months 

« in feme convenient fpot, that his troops might refrefh, and 
** prepare for engagement in the dry feafbn, when he would 
?< refpe^fhUy. wait upon him, even to his own dominions.” 
Ragojee, ,;tcc£*'(fei^y»' cncsimped , in Beerbhoom, and reduced the 
province erf" Cattac aaid moft of Burdvon by his detachments. 

In the beginning of the Cool feafon of 1158, Mahabut Jung 
marched from his capital to offer battle to the enemy. Rago- 
jee bad % this time moved into Bahar, .in orda: to form a 
Jun<abH wilhi' remains of Muftapha Khan’s adherents, who 
frill contiimei: m M that province under 

Mortuzza Khan, to frie deedaf^ . ch^ Khan, 

a principal officer, but were :tcct* we^^ tO venture into the open 
country alone. The navob, not being able to overtake the 
Mharattas, encamped at Baukipore, a fhort diftance wefr of 
Patna, for fbme time; but on hearing that the enemy had 

eroded 
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Cfoi!ed the Soane to Join the Afghauns, he proceeded to Mohib 
Aleepore, on the banks of that river. 


Ragojee having efFe<3:ed his purpofe of joining the rebels, 
advanced towards the navob’s army in great force, and feveral 
engagements took place, in ail which the latter was vidorious, 
particularly in one, when the Mharatta general was fo com- 
pletelyi^urrounded that he muft have been taken prifoner, had 
not Shumfheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, two of Mahabut Jung’s 
ofBcers, who were privately negotiating a treaty with the ene- 
my, purpofely let him . efcape. This difcovery of treachery 
alarmed the navob, and he again offered terms to the Mha- 
ratta, but Ragojee would not accept themj and feeing no ad- 
vantage in oppofing Mahabut Jung in the field, by advice of 
Meer Hubbeeb, he proceeded fuddenly by quick marches towards 
Moorfhudabad, in hopes of being able to plunder that city 
before the navob could reach it with his army. Mahabut Jung, 
however, moved with fuch e^editicp^ only one 

day after the (fenemy# ravage part of the 

fuburbs, and retreated, on his approach, acrofs the river Bhau- 
gruttee. The navob followed Ragojee 'to Cutwa, near which 
he obliged him to engage, and defeated him with great ilaugh- 
ter, when the Mharatta retreated towards Midnapore. Here, 
having received intelligence of infurredlions in his own country, 
Ragojee returned haftily to Berar with the, bulk of his army, 
leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the A%haun chiefs for the defence 
of Cuttacj upon which the navob, giving up for the prefeat 
the recovery of that province, returned to his capital, in order 
to refrefh his troops and corred: feme abufes which he had 
difeovered among his principal officers. 


It has beeri <alr^dy mentionedi that Serdaur Khan and Shum- 
flieer Khan, during thcf can^aign hadj^^^ Ragojee to efcape. 
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when tliey might have made him prifoner. The navdb had 
alfo, wHle the Mharattaar were in the neighbourhood o£ Ae 
capital, entrufted the prote^Hon of the roads between it and 
Bogwaungolah, from whence the city was furhiflied with fup- 
plies tom the diftrias eaftward of the Ganges, to thofe officers, 
who, throngh negleS or defign, aliowed the marauders 

more ^n once to plunder the convoys. The nayob, hpon tbis, 
removed them from that duty, which he entrufted to his ^ephew 
Sowlut Jung, who fulfilled it to his fatisfadion, and intercepted^ 
letters from Ragojee to frae former commanders, which proved 
thfik odfiffivanoe; Mahabut Jung had concealed his fufpicions 
till lie, of die Mharattas } but, upon his return to Moor- 
jChudabad, fr^niffed them with their followers, about fix 
thpftfiimd ^ frtvioe, but allowed them to retire to 

/diftfid^pf, pmbunga, the eaflern fide .of 
ffie''i3fanges,^'fe*‘’^M^pfhy^ ]Bahar.,O..In'dhis'' fraffin 'df frhi-. 
porary repofe were c^lehmted the marriages of ’ hk grandfon, 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and Ikraum ad Dowlah, fon to the late navob 
Alla ad Dowlah, who had been adopted by Shawamut Jung, 
whp Upwards of two thouland rich dreiies 

wem oh thki* occ^ieai among the attendants at court, 

add, during a' AvhoSe' moaffi, were fcafted at the 

e^enfe of the nashh. The magnificence of thefe nuptials, the 
brfilknt illuminations, fplendid pageants, and grand proceffions 
of thq bridegrooms, are.-ftill Ipoken of with admiration by the 
inhabiaa|s;, of Bengal. 

Mahabut Jimg, ^ re&tlved to attempt the cxpul- 

fion of the appointed 

“Mcer Jaffier Khan to the’ detach- 

ment for that fervice, giving him, by way of encouragement. 


» The fame perfon who, after the deceafe of Mahabut Jung, by the affift. 
ance of the EnglMh, acquired the mufhud of Bengal, 
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the fojedaurees of Injalee and -Midnapore, in addition to the 
office of paymafter general. Meer Jaffier, on his arrival at Mid- 
napore, defeated a fmall body of the enemy, when, being much 
addided to luxury and indolence, he did not purfue his ad- 
vantage, but put his troops into cantonments, though the navob 
ordered him to proceed to Cuttac without delay, before the ene- 
my could be reinforced jfrom Bemr, the chief’s fon of 'which, 
Janojee| was preparing for a frefli invafion. At length, the 
expedeA Mharatta army entered Cuttac, and Meer Jaffier, not 
ehufing to hazard the defence of Midnapore, retreated towards 
Burdwan, when the advanced party of the enemy, obferving 
his pufillanimity, hung upon his rear, and plundered his bag- 
gage , of feveral elephants. Mahabut Jung, upon this, dilpatched 
A±ta Oollah Khan with a reinforcement, to fuperfode him in the 
command, and moved alfo himfelf from the capital with his 
army, to fupport him, if neceflary. Atta Oollah at Burdwan 
engaged the enemy, and defeated themi but having fecretly> 
defigns on the government,, djy aoccffipn ^ 
foretold hy ^a- featk officer' In his %vk)9, . who pretended to 
the gift of prophecy, he thought the' prefont a proper occafion 
to aflume . independance. For this purpofe, he endeavoured to 
corrupt Meer Jaffier by a proraife of the government of Bahar, 
if he would affift in depofing the navob. Meer Jaffier at firfl: 
liftened to the propofal, but, at the remonftrances of his friends 
on the danger of the attempt, withdrew his concurrence. In- 
telligence of this treacherous combination, however, having reach- 
ed Mahabut Jung, he determined to leffen their influence, and, 
on his arrival at Burdwan, reprimanded Meer Jaffier feverely 
for his condua in Midnapore, upon which that chief refrained- 
from his ufual attendance at the durbar. Atta Oollah Khan, 
proud of his late vidkoiy, and not fufpedting that hk evil de- 
figns were known to the naybb, demanded the command of a 
thoufiuid horfe for Meer Alee Algir, the fenatic officer who 

' ■ ’ had 




HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


had prophefied Bis exaltation, and had greatly diftinguifhed hitn- 
felf in the action j but this the navob refufed, and Atta Oollah 
being difgulled, threatened to leave the army. Mahabut Jung 
was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with his fol- 
lowers to Moordmdabad. , The navob would now have over- 
looked the feulcs of Meer Jaffier, and, on the death of a re- 
lation, condefcendingly went to pay him a vilit of condolance, 
as a mark of returning favours but that chief, fuppofing this 
honour to proceed from a dread of his influence, infolently ne- 
gledled the complimentary advance from his tent to meet himi 
on which the navob, in great wrath, laid afide his intentions, 
alti^ he, Ipdagone half way, and returned to his camp. He 
now ordered h^ to give in the accounts of his office, and 
i^nd Shiy^ Sing,' his deputy, with them to the durbar. Meer 
upon wi^h^ navob removed him from all 
1^ ■'dmploym<h*fc4)fimd,:i#ered tO' ;his followers in,, other 

corps, which they readily embraced^! The geneialj finding him- 
felf deferted, would have made conceflions, but the navob or- 
dered him to leave the army, and retire to the capital. 

» Jong*^ n^ this diflention and the lofs 

of two of lus generals, kept the field, and defeated the Mha- 
lattas' in feveral engagements. Janojee attempted, like his fa- 
ther, to jflunder the capital; but the navob followed him with 
fuch rapidity, that he had not time to execute his defigns j and, 
on th^i^pproaph of the rains, retired to Midnapore, where he 
cantoned,; .®^ Jung marched to Moorffiudabad, not 

chufing to dry feafoii, Meer Alee 

Afgir, the prophefjing rfrmatfci^ was j^ the navob 

to quit the provinces, thought Shawaniul ufed every en- 
treaty with his uncle to allow him to remain in the city with 
Atta Oollah Khan, whom the navob yet permitted to refide 
there. 
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The rains had fcarcely fubfided, when Mahabut Jung pre- 
pared to march againfl: the Mharattas, and was encamped at 
Amaunee Gunge, not far from the capital, when he received 
fudden intelligence of an infurre<fl:ion in Bahar, the afiaffination 
of his nephew Hybut Jung, and the captivity and difgraceful 
death of his brother Hajee Ahmud. It has been already re- 
marked, that the navob had dilcharged from his fervice the 
A%haun chiefs, Shumiheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, with their 
followers. Thefe general" 'had refided iince that time in their 
Jaghires in Derbungai but the exiftence of fuch a body of 
armed men, free from any controul of the governor of the pro- 
vince, could not long continue without endangering its fafety. 
Hybut Jung, according to fome reports, dreading their rebellion, 
or, to others, by attaching the Afghauns to his interefts, mean^ 
ing to enfure his fucceffion to his uncle, or to aflume inde- 
pendance on his authority, had during the rains reprefented to 
him by his agent, that the difcharged chiefs were fony for 
their paft condudl, and defirpus pl being teadmittwl to ; his for- 
vice. He therefore requeft^, that he might' be aHoVved to 
entertain them, as the only mode of preventing a commotion, 
to which they would have recourfe, Ihould their petition be 
rejected. Mahabut Jung with fome reluctance confented, and 
Hybut Jung made propofals to the two chiefs, which they re- 
ceived with feeming fatisfeClion. The terms of fervice being 
adjufted, they marched from Derbunga to the bank of the Ganges, 
oppofite Patna ; and Hybut Jung, to afliire them of his con- 
fidence and fincerity, condefcended to vifit them with a few 
attendants. He was received with proper refpeCl, and a day 
was fixed for their croffing the river with their followers. The 
navob returned to his palace fatisfied of their fidelity, and iffued 
orders for the provi^on of boats for their conveyance. Cfo the 
day appointed, the Afghaups crofied thfe Ganges, and encamped 
VoL. II. W w near 
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near the city; when Hjbut Jung again vifited *Serdaur Khan. 
The two next days were chofen for the generals to pay their 
refpeas to him feparately, at the palace, and the navob, in 
order to obviate any fears they might have of treachery, com- 
manded that" Cttly his donwftic Servants ftiould attend ium, 
even to the exCrlufion of his ufual body guards. Serdaur Khan 
came Ae lirfl: day, and having received the cuftomary totos 
of efteem, returned to his camp. The following morning Hy- 
but Jung repaired to his hall of audience, to receive the pro- 
mifeci yifit of Shumflieer Khan, and, as on the day before, 
would not permit any guards to attend, allowing only a few 
officjers of #s %oafehold to be prefent. Firft came nearly a 
thoufand of the Afghaun infentry, with matchlocks and matches 
Hght^r -who, arranged themfelves in the fquare 

rf named Moraud Sheer Khan, next en- 
tered, with a filed the hah» and -fia^tly 

preffed to prefent their ofiefin^. This being done, Hybut Jung 
enquired after Shumfheer Khan, and was told he was not ar 
off. Moraud Sheer Khan now ordered his companions to take 
leav^, ^d- make room for others. They rofe, and according 

betel from Hybut Jung, who was 
earneft in diftributang when one of the Afghauns, fud^n^ 
drawing a d^ger, aimed a ftroke at him, but without effect. 
One of the nabob’s attendants immediately cried out Treachery ; 
but Hybut Jung had only time to draw his fabre, when Moraud 
Sheer cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of 
Ms muliidai Several of his attendants were flain; and the pa- 
lace being filled with the traitors, alf^ the llreets of the city 
by the foldiers of Shumfiieer Khan,^; made 

by the dependants of committed 

great exceffes in the town, the inhabitants of wMch had n^re- 

» It is faid, this chief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as refF<aed 
the aflaffination. 
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medy but to fubmit to their authority. Shumflicer Khan ordered 
Hajee Ahmud to be^ brought before him> and demanded an ac- 
count of his treafure ; but, declining a difcovery, he was tortu- 
red in various’ modes for feventeen days, till at length he expired, 
not unjuftly puniihed for his treachery, and fhare in the murder of 
the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. About * feventy lacs of rupees 
were found buried in bis houfe, befides jewels and other valu- 
ables to a great amount. The effeds of Hybut Jung were feized, 
and his Begum Ameena, the daughter of Mahabut Jung, with 
i his .other women, forcibly carried to the camp of Shumflieer 
Khan } who, leaving the* city under charge of his deputy, fixed 
his head quarters at a little diftance, and engaged in laifmg 
new levies with the plunder he had acquired, intending to in- 
vade Bengal. The wealthy inhabitants of Patna were obliged to 
pay large fums, to fave their houfes from being plundered, and 
a heavy contribution was exaded from the people at large 
the rebels. 

Mahabut jUng* ihdugh 'ihwardJy deeplf afieded at the deaths 
of his brother and nephew, the dil^aceful captivity of his 
daughter, and the lofs of Bahar, threatened alfo with that of Bengal 
by the invafion of the Mharattas at this alarming crifis, did not 
lofe his intrepidity of mind, but fuftained the ftorms of cala- 
mity with manly refblution, and prepared to combat the attacks 
of misfortune. He convened his principal officers, fome of whom 
he had reafon to fuppofc conheded with the rebels, being of 
the fame tribes, and defired their advice for his condud in the 
prefent unhappy jundure of his affairs. They unanimoufly de- 
clared, that they would loyally obey bis commands. He replied, 
that his beloved brother and nephew being flain, and thfeir 
femilies plungdd in -dffgraccftil capfiyifyi he found life,' tinder 
■ "W '^w . ' fuch 

» Beveh hundred thoufand pounds. 
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fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, therefore knew no re- 
medy but to punifli the rebels, or die in the attempt. If there- 
fore any wiflied to follow him to this extremity, he would fparc 
nothing to reward themj 
who might chufe to quit 
more < 


his fervice, having already receiveci 
obligations from them than he could repay; and as he 
had refolved to feek death rather than lead a dilhonourable life, 
but few followers where neceffary to enable him to obtain the 
former. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, “ that they owed 
« him inviolable gratitude for his long experienced bounty to- 
** wards them^ and had no views but* to iacrifice their lives if 
neceffcy jia- his fervice;” to perform which, they bound 
themfelves %\okth on the ICoraun. Mahabut Jung, now con- 
vinced of their fideli^, paid up their arrears* and prepared to 
ih^ch ,^ifdt~ithe ir^ls. The Mharattas by this tkne had ad- 
vanced '''Jfroid'' “tod ‘began^to lay wafte .within 4- 
didance from the capiM; but the navbb knowing that* to fol- 
low thefo marauders, who always avoided coming to adtion, 
would be vain, and give time to the rebels in Bahar to gather 
ftrength, was not to be diverted from his purpofe. He ftati- 
ont^d BogWaungolah, to preferve the communi- 

cation for iuppfes open between the Ganges and the city, which 
he entmded to Shawansuf Jung, Atta Oollah, .and Nowauzufli 
Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A 
proclamation was ifliied, that he found it neceffary to march 
agamft the , rebels, though the Mharattas were in the environs 
of the recominending, to fuch as chofe it, to retire 

with their faihili^^^'to of greater fecurity, previous to his 

departure. Moft of die ’ iAabkants Who could prc^ convey- 
ance, accordingly moved''' MnaMes'- and effeds acroff 

the Ganges ; fo that foarce any but the foldiery and poor rer 
mained. Having finiflied bis preparations, he moved from 
Amaunee Gunge, with an army of twenty thoufand horfe and 
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as many foot. In order to fecure provifions, he had colleded a 
large fleet of boats, amply laden, to accompany his march up 
the banks of the Ganges. Meer Jaffler on this occalion was 
again taken into favour, reftored to command, and the office of 
paymafter general. 

Mahabut Jung reached Mbnghyr without oppolition, except 
in a trifling fkirmiih tvith the Mharattas at Bhaugulpore, who 
had marched to join the rebels. Here a meflenger was inter- 
cepted with letters from Atta Oollah Khan to the infurgents, in 
which he encouraged them to jftand, ■ and offered to embrace 
their caufe at a convenient opportunity. The navob was joined 
at Monghyr by fome of the Bahar zemindars and dependants of 
the late Hy but Jung, who informed him, that the rebels had 
left Patna, and were encamped at Bar, in number about fifty 
thoufand horfe and foot, expeding to be joined by the Mharattas. 

Janojee and Meer Hubbeeb haying, reac^d the vkhiity of 
the rebek’ caitopii mvit^ them ’to a conference**: at which they 
embraced the fervice of the Mharatta chiefi and Shumfheer Khan 
was invefted by him with the khelaut of the foubahdary of 
Bahar. The next day Meer Hubbeeb vifited Shumffieer Khan, 
who after .his audience left him to repofe, but privately diredled 
the guard over the tents, when he ihould prepare to return to 
his own camp, to detain him, as a fecurity for the payment of 
the expenfes he had incurred in levying an army for the fervice 
of the Mharattas, at whofe inftigation he pretended he had 
affaffinated Hybut Jung. This fcheme by fome means coming 
to the knowledge of an attendant of Meer Hubbeeb, he ,dire(ff- 
ed feme of the horfemen who had accompanied him, to leave 
the camp, ; but to return Jtiddenly, as purfued by an enemy, 
and Ipcead an alarm that the navob s army was in figljti in 
hopes that, by this flraingsm, he might fave his mafter from 
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the intended treacheiy. The horfemen fpread the alarm, as 
diredled, and much confufion occurred in the rebel’s camp r hut 
notwithdanding the reprefentations of Meer Hubbeeb, that the 
preient was no time, for fettling accounts, he was not allowed 
to depart till hje had paid a confiderable fum, and given the 
fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved 
highly ,fev<Mjrahle to Mahabut Jung, by preventing the Mha- 
rattas foom aiding in conjunction with the rebels, as the former 
now refolved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army. The following day the navob offered battle to the ene- 
my, and,,,, by hfe ufoai good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a in^jcblpscik ball in the beginning of the adion, which in- 
volved cme ha3^ c£.t^ rebels in confufion, and fpread alarm 
through , the troopi of .Shumfheer Khan. At this jundture the 
Bpuiiatttt ai^i^aed ,ia the rear, hoping to effcCf the plunder of 
the ^ .engaged. Upon^.'Seranje ad 

Dowlah’s reprefentmg that fi was proper to detach a body to op- 
pofe them, he replied, “ that he would firft defeat his enemy in 
front, and then wkh eafe difperfe the Mharattas.” Having 
feid this, he charged the rebels with great fury, and they fled 
he%e hha. ; Shumfo^ Khan, being deferted, was 
attacked M Jhfe elephant by .an officer named Hubbeeb Beg, 
who flew; him, and^ cutting, off his head, brought it .to Mahabut 
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat of the rebels, withdrew 
from the field without jftriking a blow, and the navob quietly 
took pofieffion of the Afghaun camp j which they had left 
franding, . tents and baggage, a prey to the vic- 

tors. Here the^^^yob,,fcall^d his daughter, the Begum of Hybut 
Jung, and the f©lh5d£,hfe\''|^ily,.,,;Whq;.;ba^^ made prifoners 
at Patna. Having offcml'tip'that&S''fw!\'tl^l>-oft"his fide, almoff: 
bloodlels victory, and the happy retrievaj of his infulted honour, 
he proceeded to Patna, where he difiributed large fums to the 
religious and poor, in gratitude to God for his fuccefs, and 

took 









Mahabut Jung, at the conduficsi of the rains, moved again 
from his capital, in order to drive the Mharattas from Cuttac j 
and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. He followed 
them from place to place, during the dry feafon, without being 
able to bring them to adiomi bat op his retara to Moorihud- 

' . - ' ■; V ; ■■ ■-* "abad 


Seven hundred thouiand poandsu; 
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meafares for repairing the lofles of government in the late re- 
bellion. Having fent for the women and children of the prin- 
cipal infurgents from Derbunga, on their arrival he lodged them 
in his own haram, treating them with humanity and kindnefs, 
and after a £hort time fet them at liberty. At this time aifo, 
he permitted the women and family of Meer Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince bis joining the Mharattas, to return to 
him, and furnilhed them with money, conveyances, and an ef- 
cort for their protection to the enemy’s camp. Having refet- 
tled the government of Bahar, he returned triumphantly to 
Moorfhudabad i but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At- 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as foon as poffible, his do- 
minions 5 permitting him, however, to remove with all his e&Cts 
and nearly * feventy lacs of rupees, which he had acquired in 
his fervice, though he had repeated proofs of his having con- 
fpired againft his life and government. Atta Oollah Khan retired 
into the province of Oude, and was foon afterwards iain, in 
an aCiion in the fervice of Su^er. agsSfi# Patans of 
Ferokhabad. Jaapfee, the iMBiaiatta 'cimff afe’ toe defeat of 
Shumftieer Khan, not thinl^g himfclf ^ual to Mahabut Jung 
in the field, retired with his army into Midnapore ; and foon 
after, on receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march- 
ed to Nagpore, leaving Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment for 
the defence of Cuttac. The navob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troops at Burdwan, to watch the .motions of the enemy. 


A. H. ii6o. 
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shad, the enemy again obtained poffeffion of the province. Ben- 
gal was this year free from their depredations; a point, which 
die navob efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. The next year he renewed his elForts, and the ma- 
rauders evaded his purfuit as ufuai; which made the navob 
refolve to canton for the rains at Midnapore : but buildings were 
fcarcely eredted, when he received intelligence that Serauje ad 
Dowlah, his favourite grandfon, had left Moorihudabad, with 
intentions of taking poffeflion of Patna, which was governed in 
his name by Jaunejee Ram, and affuming independance. 

Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to diftradlion, was 
more alarmed rfof; his fafety in any oppofition he might receive 
fepm the : governor of Patna; than any ill confequences to him- 
fejf ifom the te He inftantly left his army at Midna- 

poi^, ind to Moorfhttdahad, where 

he remained only one day to fefrelh Mis trbops, and then fol- 
lowed the imprudent youth ; to whom he wrote in terms of 

the greateil aliedtion, affuring him that he meant him for his 

fucceffor, and entreating him to return to his protedion. Se- 
A. ad i3k>wlah wrote an infolent reply, in which he accufed 

•P- navob of ptofiiodttg his uncles to offices of truft, and treat- 

ing him only with pretended fondnefs ; that he was weary of 
being controiiled like a child 5 and, fmce he would not give 
him a fliare in authority, he was refolved to feize what he 
regarded aff his juft right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather 
would nc«? to oppofe him, as the confequence muft be, 

that eiffier he wc^d have his bead in his bofom, or his own 

muft be laid at ffie feel of the: ekghanfr of Mahabut Jung. 
The navob, returned for anfwer* dial Semije td Dowk^ through 
imprudence and want of judgment had caufelefsly accufed him 
of want of regard; for he not only intended him the fucceffion 
to his owh dominions, but to the government of the empire, 

could 
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could, he obtain it for him. He concluded his letter with the 
following fentences. The reKgious champion, eager for mar- 
tyrdom, is unmindful that the martyr to love exceeds him. 
In the laft day they will not be pompared together, for one 
“ is flain by an enemy, but the other by a friend.” 

Serauje ad Dowlah* on his arriy^l near , Patna, fummoned 
the governor. Raja Jaunejee Raiij, to deliver up the city and 
repair tp, his prefeppe; afluring him of fevour in cafe of his 
obedience. The raja was at a lofs how to ad, being fearful, of 
furrendering his charge without ; orders from the navob, and 
alarmed, left any accident fhould happen to Serauje ad Dow- 
lah if he oppofed him; but, at length, he refolved on defend- 
ing the city, till he fhould hear frotn Mahabut Jung. The 
imprudent young man aflaulted the town without delay ; but 
Mhadee Niflar Khan, the principal advifer and leader of his 
rebellion, being killed early in the attack, his fpllpwers fl^l^ .and 
Serauje ad Dowlah with lhe||^e4i 

the.-fubu'^|3^,^,!, ’ipja; ■ fe|^ro(i'^t$at'".he,', had'-'-fe^t^ped .uafjurt, 
immediately fent feme of his principal officers to attend him to 
a refidence befitting his rank ; and by the perfuafions of his 
friends, -he confented to return to his grandfather. Mahabut 
Jung was overjoyed at his efcape, and haftened to meet him. 
Inftead of reproaches, he received him with the greateft affec- 
tion, and a joy bordetmg on \yeakiiefsji , as it made. Serauje ad 
Dowlah exert the infiuenpe he now, faw. he had over him, to 
his difcredit and diftionour. The riayob, having fpent a few 
days at Patna, returned with his grandfbn to Moorftiudabad ; 
bpp .yfas feized on the road by an intermitting fever, which 
cpptfeued Jpng upon him. On his recovery, he. mafch^ agaiaft , 

the fefeftedl the i.proyfecc pf 

nfual# . ftOfible' ■ tp ■ hrfeg ■, them to a decifi ve',r engagement, i-fpent 
the dry .months' ife ipurfufeg. ■ftiem-.ifepm,' place to place, . The , 

X X . '■ two 
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WO folfewing years wre errpeoded m the fame defultory wara 
fare, when at length both parties, being tired of war. l^an equally 

to wifli for an acconiiBodaiioa of their difputes. Mahabuit Jung 
yielded to the Mbarattas the province of Cuttac, and agreed to 
pay annua% twelw lacks of rupees, as the * choute. of Bengal, 

’ ■ , ' ♦ 
^he. na?*^ by . this peace, being freed from all hia enemies, 
STadually difoharged his foperfluous troops, and employed him- 
iTm Loumg4 Hs Pe^le to rebuild the villages which had 
been de|xoy©4 a# cultivate the lands fo many diMds, long 

of the inhabitants during" the repeat- 
pesiod- we find no&ing ren^kabie- m 
hia government being uninterrupted 

Serauje. ad; Efowlah /or his 

- him w-kh.-a pow» -whfohi was 


he 'had any. 

fein Kodlee Kban and Ms . brother, the fovowites of:his unde 
Shavvamut Jung, he aflaflinated, and put to death other perforis 
being punhhed by his grandfather i which ads 
him the ^ minds of ^ the .people, and 
■|tfisp®tedl'''''^®v for ‘his ■ o^yn . fiiture defijudion. 

/'l/ia ;iie year 4169, <hed Shawamut Jung, nephew to the navobj 
and fon to Hajee Ahmud. He pofleffed many good qualities, 
efleemed by the people for his elenaency, and cha- 
rides His death' was fpcedify';fcdlo wed ^ 

by that':'i/'h^ Jung>: who k:d'.for years go- 
verned the difti^' 'watfc;credit ^;,hte/etf aM fatisfadion 

TO the inhabitants' i correded the_ 

warmth of his Mfpofition, and tabght fiini prudence and huma- 

• - ■ . ' nity 

*» The Mhai^tas ffill keep up this claiiD, but, fince the death of Serauje ad 
Dowhdtj it has not been paid. 
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iMty. Both Aefe princes are well Ipoken of by tlw natives of 
Bengal, and their memory refpeded. Shawamiit Jung died with- 
out iffue ; and Sowlut Jung left only one fon, who fucceeded him in 
his government, under the title of Shokut Jung; but was Ihortly 
depofed and flain by his coufin Serauje ad Dowlah. 

Mahabut Jung did not long ftaidve the death of his ne- 
phews. In the eightieth year of his age, being feized with a 
dropfyi he fubmitted for fom& days to the advide his phyii- 
ciaM; 1^' finding himfelf growing worfe, and judging that at 
his time of life a recovery was not to be expected, refrained 
from medicine, and refufed longer to follow any regimen. The 
expedations of his death caufed great diiputes among his rela- 
tions. His eldeft daughter, Goofeety Begum, widow of Shawamut 
Jung, retired with her treafures to ‘Mooteejeel, and diftributed 
large fums among the followers of her late hufeand, in hopes 
that they would fupport her againft her nephew Serauje ad Do w- 
'lah on her father’s dendfe._;. 

Ma&iiit ■1«''*his laft 
agonies; feme 5f his women defired he wuld recommend thena 
to the care of his intended fucceflbr; but the navob knowing 
his bad’ qualities, obferved, fmiling to them, that if he for 
three days fhould behave dutifully to his grandmother, then 
they migk entertain' hopes of his tendemeft.^’ Shortly after this. 
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c. Thou dm guide him, O Lord, for he was among thy ferv- 
« ants. O forgive him his offences, for thou art moll mercifuL 

Mahabut Jung &om his early youth was not addided to 
idle pleafures,t,as whtei or ‘.opiates, mufic, or the compa j 
of courttons. He was regular in his devotions, and affiduoufly 
•abted &om aU things forbidden by tl^ 
aerally rofe two hours before day, and after ablution and grayer 
drank coffee with his {hh& companions. ^ day break he gave 
public audience, when the commanders of his army, ^he avd 

# ranks who 

• admitted referve to fet forth their bufi- 

nefs, aS:'feod:Atiaaion from hi. boimty. At the expi- 
.»ll0b;.4frtw0::';how:fce retired.^.to a private, ^ ap^tment, where 
■a^-Wte:;®Tited. oame^ , Tfref? ,wero .generally, ne- 

' phe^k 

kd Dowkh, ana>rfrcti^ak^fHeEds:/^Beoe,a,of,,.i^^ 
recited, or hiffory or anecdotes read to himj and fometimes he 
even amufed himfelf with giving dreaions to his co^s, who 
.prepared yiauals before him accordmg to ® ® ” 

o 4 kc€t;^ehtiddp^merits, ff necellary, alfocaino>t coders 
. He then down, to: ^ ^ .friends, and ma^ foared th 

J^es .of » .«abfo^ the meal was over the company 

to repofe. At this time, a ftory-teller always a ® 
relate fome amufing narrative. He generally ro e a out m our 
afterr;mid-da.y, performed his devotions, and . read in ti;? Koraun 
till riei.:'.fr)te.i,Aft^ faying the prayer? for,;^^. ||me, . md ,drmk- 
ing a -Cooled ..with .foe (|^'!i;fa,ltp^tJre,, fre^^ receive 

fevcral learned” men,^m',#hpfo-,comp?!hl\;|^:,;,^ 

hearing them difcuk poihtk of divinity for his infoima- 

ation. When they retired, the officers of revenue, with Jug- 

eutt Sect, his banker, were admitted, and gave, him the intelh- 

' *»,. ' genes 

f Commonly nfed in India to intoxicate. 




fflSTORY OF BENGAL. 


gence received from Dhely and every province of the empire, 
alfo of each diftridt of his own governirient, when he iflhed 
his orders to them as affairs required. An hour paffed in this 
manner, and fometimes his near relations were allowed to be 
prefent. By this time night fet in, lights were brought, and 
with them certain jefters and buffoons, who entertained him. with 
their repartees on each other fc^ h fhoit time. He then retired 
to prayers ^ after which he fat in privacy writh his own Begum, 
to receive the of near "female relations, till nine o’clock. 

The- tvoitieh then departed, and meh were admitted whd had 
bufinefs with him, till he retired to fleep, generally early, and 
without eating. In this rhanner he paffed his time, having ftated 
hours for every employment. He was unequalled in his benevo- 
lence to his relations, friends, and former acquaintance in his lower 
fortunes, particularly to thofe who had fhewn him the fmalleft 
kindnefs when he was diftreffed at Dhely in his youth, fending 
for them or their children to his court, and inferring fovburs 
upon them beyond their ,ex|«£foticaf/\.rfll’te^’pe^ld-4t''-large^<d'af- 
ing iuiflffe 'ei^eip:^'Mch'"cafe-'a'nd^^ his gen- 

tle adminiilration, as- could not be exceeded by the indulgence 
of a parent ; while at the fame time the loweft of his otficers 
grew rich in his fervice. He was intelligent in all affairs, and en- 
couraged the deferving of every profeffion. Affable in manners, 
wife in flatb affairs,, courageous as a general, he poffeffed allb 
every noble quality. When the French general, Mr. Buff/, after 
the death of »Nafir Jung, wrote to Mm in pompous terms of his 
viaory, and recommended the’faaory of '' Chandernagore to his 
proteaion, he reflefted upon the fimilarity of difpofition between 
hi^ intended fiicceffor, Serauje ad Dowlah, whofe enmity to the 
En^llfh he was apprifed of, and the unfortunate foubahdar of 
^ .Dekktn; 

* Nafir Jung was of Dekkan. He was furprized and. flam in a 

confpiracy of his nobles, aCifted^y & French, in the year lyss* 

'•Belonging to tb.e”F^?|Kcbf*n ;t.,. ..li; ■ 
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Dekkanj at die teie tkie %aig, ** He feared that after his death 
the Europeans would heccane mafers of many parts ofHindooftan.” 
Muftapha Khan, his ' principal general, . Jbad ^deavoured to pre*. 
vail upon him io exp^ the . Englilh from and feize 
their wefdthi , weiwng no an%er to , hh^ urged it 

agsun, darou^ the navob’s nephews, Sowiut Jung and Shawamut 
Jr^gi lilahabut Jung returned no anfwer, but fhordy after faid 
in private to the latter, ** My child, . Muftapha Khan is a fd- 
dier, and wifties us to. be confently in need of his fervice; 
** but |itQ|y 5 ;^^ yon to join in His requeft?, What have the 
«< 1 , fhonld ufe them pR.B: is 
".fexidngmfli fire on land j- but ‘.fliould' the lea 
' fay , om put ^em out? Never hften to fuch 
■%Si^y,'as"'ysi''&'!3ie ctmfequences'' wouM be.fttal,'* . 


f An allufion to tfae fleet. 




SERAUJE 



-- ■ » 
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SERAUJE AX> DOWLAH, 


SeRAUJE ad Dowlah,. after the cuftomary mourning, Jiaving; 
afiiimed the mufiiud of his grandfather without oppofition, feat 
a party of his troops to remove Gbofeety Begum, his aunt, horn 
the pdace of Mooteejeel to a pkce of iecurity, and to confif<* 
cate her effeSs. Her adherents^ who had received large fum& 
from her to oppofe his acceffioiii deferted her immediately on 
the death of Mahabut Jung, except a few, who alfo were ,fo 
alarmed when the pakee was furrounded, as to he inca|jahle of 
refiftance. Meet Nuzzer tvho.^hfi|;..h®^vh«;- adtdfer 
and, cmihdaat;^ bris^f^iii^hMoeaS'- ‘of to 'make 

Ms |»aee with the navoh, left thr B^para, whofe patfon was 
confined, and her treafures feked. Serauje ad Dowlah difplaced? 
many of the ofiicers of government, and filled their places with 
young men,, the companions of his pleafures. He treated the 
lervants of the late navofe, moftly perlbns advanced in years, with 
fuch flight and difirefpea:, as gave them great offence^ ami eflranged 
them from hig intereft. Not long after Ms acceflion, he march- 
ed towards Raujemahal, with a dfc%n to difpofiTefs his coufin 
Shokut Jung of the province of Poorness but was divrated ftom 
his purpofe, by information that Eiftien BooHub, fon of Rauje- 
booMift),, ; dewan of Shawamut Jung, had fled to Gdcutte, ^od 
was proifeaedv' by the,, Englilhi.,5h5* ^Prake, thg,' governor,. htft?w 
ing' refofed'-to;. 'deliver,; him -up- at. die 'demand of the'- naTOb's 
officers, Hpoa t%the capiiihl' of Mo 

fliudabad. __ 

■ , •: ^ \ “ oerauje 
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Serauje ad Dowkh, in whofe brain the vapour of pride had’ 
arifen, and made him wander , far from the path of caution and 
forbearance, having refplved on quarelhng wkh the Englilh, was 
tortured with the fire of impatience. Tile companions and old 
fervants of Mali^ut. |qng duri^. a ^repipnftrance in 

his prefer^e,:, and many Eom the degradation,^ tliey , had under- 
gone ipd'&a^^ of low perfons, wiihed tHjoy^rthrow 

of 'ins power i fo that no one gave him proper advice, nor did 
h^ alk it. Thofe who were his counfellors and favourites, were 
moftly ra£h, and weak of underftanding, unacquainted with the 
rules policy, and infatuated with their hidden prombtipp y or, 

his Vill..as/'deftru^ve to 'their qwn"^-. 
to contratfiSt him. Sbrauje ad Dowlah was 
fufeSir qualities, and Moxickted, with yoiith 
The probable .cb^afeqnenbfes qf any me^nre en- 


iSfefi:,' ' d0 _ib| ' 
:,.Enahii^ 



tered"-hof:'‘’ihio':hiS' ttnnd'; 




■''isi't|'l8s:'unfea-. 


^ _ ',thc .'Ijiearte o 

derdaiiding aSouf him 

fonable fuiy, or the difpute with tfe '‘^n|’li^^^g® have bben 
fettled ealily by negotiation. There was no caufe for kindling 
the flames of war; but as providence had decreed the downfall 
^:|’|id',^i^y,'io£,Mahabut Jung, ^ and oth^r^ great calatpitiesi the 

and'.Oriffa, which form 
aa ; e;:rtenhfe of two weak and ty- 

fli^c^ ybufe, Serauje ad l>owlah and Shokpt Jung, who in 
tibfe end fuffered for their crimes. 


To %!ra«je ad Dowlah in the beginning of jlalh* 

zaun marched';: fbw|r(is iCalcutta.; ■ and - die Engliih,; > whp’ had no 
force to' oppolev-Mn 'ia[ 'die,‘'fetd,"; retired' 'ih§d;‘ to 

defend themfelves; 'Th^'';ddtpbfb'‘'-'^bfe‘rfi:lii the navob, 

who had a great army j-. and Mri'''D^lb;'’'''ISe /governor, being 
ftruck with a panic at the ftate of his affairs,, faw fafety only 
in. flight. Without informing the whole of hk countrymen of 
' ' ' ' , " ' 'Mi 



- ^ , * I 
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lie^ ied ,to a ihlp with a' fefr re- 

Ettaind^, out ©f re^fai'd to their honour, fought iviule they had 
any ammunkk®, preferring death fej {hfgracefbl'life, ahd ^ 
the ffattlsWt didolution with heroic valour. ^ Some heitig ovet? 
ctwie, fell' prifoners into die hand of provident. An invaluabie 
treafore in moody and effeas #as i^unda-ed feom the ware^ 
houfes of the ,Cona|}^y,;_-':i^yighg 

tnercl^fits, hy the arid fefiot^rs of &e f hii|: Serauje 

ad feoai his ' ’ocMi^ueiljj 

Efeving' reanained'^'a fe# ^ days 'at dalcutta, ''he 
Eeturifea to the capital, leaving the comnaahd of the place to 
Manneck Cbipd, dewari of the JRaja ef BurilWan, a weak ^4 
cotwcBj jperioa, who had grvcn proof of his txeacheiy hy 4e- 
fettii^ idWiafeot jung when he was fmixmnded hy die h fhigif aftfls. 

Soon after the conqueft of Calcutta, Serauje ad 
ed againft his coufin Shokut Jun^, 
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of Arcot, which he h^d refcued from the hahds of the 
ft was agreed, by the governmeut of Madrafs, that 
repah with a force to' Bengal, and endeavour to^ re- 
^(fhj^-'rf'^cutta, ^either by ’fo«ce,:,or paypfient, of 

^S|^}|s'',me chiefs' bf the Englilh^^« 

' having lent propofals ^^,of 
. , f^:'iDowy.,' te cntrAted his 
‘Safe, and -offered 'fome lacs;. of J..«pefc's* 

^tie"'' 'Vafe&'”^feid’‘ 'ahMiheS, , ''of' . the 


fcduteous. 


IW 


ttlactef ■''■them.' hffanneck 






' flau^te 

i^adp aijiiin^ tfte. teoops of the' navot). Dotte Mahutomud , 
and ^ merit, .was wounded. .It-.' was ref 
j^.mteaJed if poffible to . can^ ' dif "Sferau 
but ^at , this time a' thipk-,'fog".;o^vere 
.'^etij^ed. Chard to'-dSioKuilh 'herfd^' ch 

each 

toCh^d another 'xyayi',' the . ^|^^''''this ' acSdeht efcaping 

tivity. - The Englifli regained the town In fafety. Serai 
^^l^.and his. cowardly army, from’ the- alarm of this 
to.%“ -f .,|»bol ,of ,the laft , day, , ^ 




Watt$--.aEd Saaiioa, 






eedingsr whoj obferving 
amp to a greater diftance, 
rhich counfel Was imme- 

tbe al»ais 

fa pten#»d'-by 

, whkh,’ afar muob'fafofa- 
a.1 -DomUh gave i|> ' 

, as a fccurity till tbe i 

A treaty having faen ratified and 
■of.Mn Watts* ^Seranje 
ai4 now reflea:ed,flf<» 

' ' eonfidered* H® tr< 
M; was^ irrefptetb , faw ^ to regwkto 
.liefeoiliEe'afa 


,ther chiefs, to confult oM 

bis terror. adviTed the removal of the 
end to o&r t«tn» of eccommodaMii, 

dktelf execttted.- ■ The 

t* .^.wfet I® 

ti®«.i'w*s>''agfeed to, >a J’ 

i» In the Vicin# of the factory, 

fettled ihonld be paid - 

f"® “®!®r 


:to 

Khim>'ftii|a' '!»»«»■’«« ®“ 

aed to his perJbn, and wifad to e^ 
tek difloyalty, but knew not how to ef- 
fintM i^ghl fiitiis.r^yo 

lip fnimfars capa- 
aifars of Ms gov«rliment. He. had m 
feififaereft to perfuade him to ^plc^ 
of Mahahnt Jung in preference to. 

;W to from l^.ppofper*ty tfaOT,-.:W»^ ^ 


Saflaram j Mera- J 
officers, he fonrwi 


ddvfa 'fae 


■of Mieer'''ja®tr 
lavoaritei Mean 
■-ife.eats. ' / 
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Al this time, fhe Englifh having'taken die fadory of Chan- 
dernagore frotn the French, Mr. Law, with a band of ibldiers 
and fome artillery, having efcaped from the enemy, fought pro- 
te£lk>n at Moorlhudabad, and offered his fervices to Serauje ad 
Dowkh, who reac^ly received him. Upon this the Englifli, 
either at the inftigatba of the di»apd chiefs, or of their own 
accord, reprefented through their %«f, there was a treaty 

fubfiffing between them and the navob, by the articles* pf which 
the friends Or eneraies of either p|irty were to be; cdilffdered as 
fneh by both, he aifted contrary jrb/it by receiving the French, 
with whopi they were U wajr* The navob advifed with Mr. 
Law how to a<fr; who obferyed, that if indeed he affifred Ms 
nation againfr the Engliffi company in the, field, it would be 
a breach of treaty ; but that it could be none fpr him, who 
entertained thopfands - of every caft, if he kept a few French- 
men abb in his fervice. An anfwer fimiJar to.,^s ,)||Lg,;Cpjivey- 
ed to^ the^ Englilh, who, however^,, 

' that 'to' quarrel * 

.with the Englifli frjr da© lake df a few diftreffed Frenchmen 
'yws ^as^wife, and , wwld oecafion much confufipn. At length, 
&j»uje Dowiah commanded Mr. Law retire tp Patna. 

Mr. Law at taking leave ^tpld him, that pp^ of Ms chiefs 
^wcre, d»faieded:' to 'hfe and:.leagpe<|’;,yfith. „lhe_ Englifli 

in intentions to deppfe hip*, whpkh] the: capfe of adyifing 
Ms difmifiion; that on; Ms departure they would fet him at 
variance with the Englifli and deftroy him, which they, cpuld 
not while he repained to affift him. Serauje ad Ppwlah 
'';fp||::'.|he, trpth of his Pbfervation, but was, too tin^, i'to ;keep;hi«i 
. ':ir'-hfe"‘)ca|awl* - ■ -He, ffcah .hi%!#l^».;hpce^^,; ■ but 

0 Ms _ '■’^^'l;h^yob*8 ,‘,^^b(pufes; - w|m , ,h^r , la®®***' :J5oolub- 

'and ote bhiefr;^'^fe to greater..'. heights, '^infomuch that 

they 
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’ I fear of tiieir lives* relbived* 
effed ihis deftmdion* Goofeety 
ad DowUh, and was irritated 

refeote^ or fe irk.* "agaittft . to ajd 

■ whom ihe alfo- fapphed^ 
which die had fecreted by means of Het 


they* with Jugg’'^^^ Sect* being in 
in order to fave themfelves, to ' 

Begum alfo, who hated Serauje 
at his feizure < 
excite the ^ 

their. ' atflft^hce'Jfof Meer . Jaffier, 

. ' 4>, L ^ 

'lEfgCt ''fU'ffltS'' of^ IBOIlCy» ^ 

eunuchs End feiUElc EttcudEnts. 

Me^ liihtthimud Jafc and the other chwfe agreed, 

/ xf Serahie ad Dowlah, would 

fhat ftSe'ftffeft method of -depoling oeraujc <iu^ , T.,rv«,ii-fr 

be tVexcite''i^'^Ehgliih againft'him. •, With this .view, JW 

SJ^nli^Ved &lgent, Ameeh Chhpd, a. principal merchant of 

to reprefented''the outrageous'^ chndha''of' ' nav^ ' to ^ ^ 
principals, and the general defire of the , provinces for 
LDV^h, , ::^ even produced a written requeft to the Engliih, 

for .this purpofe, and, by a btde pr)U- 
Wk '^®pt:#>«*ian.? and: bppreffio»> for which 
l^uld *thl of rupees,.- add other favours, Tm 

and others, 

we^i difp%ed, and the paper was attefted under the feat 
.of ■'thAi.p^fqnf, vvho fuffereid injuries^ " - 


Ttiree ra'iUibns fterB^* 
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was, ynoft probably, that of Ms delay m pa,ymen£ pf money fet- 
tled, by treaty for the Ioffes at the capture of Calcutta. 

War being refolved on, colcmef Clive, known here by the 
title of Sabut Jung, prepared to march; upon intelligence of 
which, Serauje ad Dowlah, overwhelmed with dread, tried, when 
too late, to reconcile his dependents, who pretended to be at- 
tached to his perfon, ' the better to cover their own defigns. He 
difpatched Doolubrapa, with the greateft part .of Ms army, to 
t^ow up intrenchments at Plafley ; but he Ipent his tkhe in 
fecret negotiations with the English, and fecuiring' the troops in 
his own intereft and that of Jafiier Ali Khan ; who, renewing 
his attendance at the durbafi and apparently reconciled to 
Serauje ad Dowlah, found means, by promifes and other me- 
thods, to draw over moft of the officers about the navob’s per- 
fon to his defigns, fo that very few remained loyal. Upon in- 
telligence of colonel Clive’s having 

Calcutta, Serauje ad Dowlah. with 

hpi^;,%d^i!^r,^lhi 6 Ved'*^i 5 i^ir^^ "Ififfey, where 

ii#', jIfiglMi '"’aCffie utmoft not' bxcedilmg'thffee thbuland men, • 
natives and Europeans, ffiortly arrived. On Thurfday, the fifth 
of Showaul, 1 17b, the flames of battle were lighted up. As a.D. i756< 
&iiopeans, and the Engliffi in particular, are celebrated for the 
flcilful management of artilleiy, colonel Clive began his attack 
With a cannohade, ib linremitted in<f ihftantaneotisy as confound- 
ed the fight of his oppofert, and dvbfcaiiSe their faculties of 
hearing. Meer Jaffier Khan, apd his aflbciatcs in -treachery be- 
held the enemy at . a diftarice, fafe from injury ; but Meet 
hfudiiun and others, ready to facrifice their lives or acquire vic- 
f6l^,']b^vely oppofed the enemy. They were, however, ’’unable 
'to chargis ^m. t|ie ^ 'viplepce 'cf ■ &e danhc^ade, but kept fefo- 

Mirigt,h’’’they 'IgaMed the 
Grove' 'of ■ Plaifef^ ;&i£h' 'cdldnbl--dIive,’''hot ex- 




peffing focli abnfed Amctfi Lhund. toa aoctiicci nioi 

of treacherf, faying, “ thgt lie had reprcfcntcd^ the army- of 
Serauje ad Dowlali as diCa%£l;ed 'to hte perioQ^ but bow the 
** contrary appear^ , , oppofition.’* Ameen 

Oiund repli^, Mat tite" prefmt Memy was ' only Meer Mud- 
** dun and a few chiefs, who were faithful to the navobj bat 

the truth (£ his reprefentations wpuid 

! was decreed 

of Serauje ad Dowlah, Mefer' Muddun, who was 

in his . heart, re- 
He 'Was caitied' 


-W .yras routed; 

** ap|wW-.” Daring this converfetion, as revenge 
for the crimes < 

truly bmy^ ,a|4-cheri% the feeds of fidehty 
ceiv 9 dj.'.h.^,im 9 l^'’ ’woimd, from % ■cahnon ball. 
|mM^|t%''i^;M«s,Mavah, and ^ haying uttered a few Vords ex- 
preifiv4„o^ refigiied ' his foul to. the Creator of life. 

';by' 'his lofs ' was .involved In 'defpair^ Hav- 

tiw 'fuia&oiB. ^ F°tec- 

tionj and, I have hear^''' ■!liat'''‘lara%^Me''’'wlih‘;M^ own 
head, he placed it at the feet of Jafficr, faying, ** I now 
.** truly, itep^nt of my behaviour towards you, and offer your 
** toJ Mjahabat Jung, ,,my grandfather, and our re- 

« ^ fey jdur.., for^ivepedfe, ■ I now regard 
*‘-|ypju;'^'Jh?dtog“'^:.|Mf;place^.|.'’M^ pardon to your 

** .;;^y|?*’;',con|i^g,'you to aa'is, becomes your character as a 
^ defendant from the- prophet, and your ancient obligations, in 
*y,d®ftp|^g .my life and reputation.” Meer Jaffiey .hdian^Juf|g- 
mg to complete his, treacheiy,'^ advifed, 

that as- lidt: d^: reii^ung, 'the ,t|:cKjps ffiould 

to re- 

pulie the^ enemy. jwss of another 

n^ht attack 5 , W Jaffier_afli»il^,:iiM'.-fe'*^wnM^ againft 
it, he fent or^fers to his dewan Moin Laal, who had accom- 
psuuf^ Meer Muddun and was Itill engaging the enemy* 

1® camp. The dewan fent for anfwer, that the pre- 
■ - ■ " ’ ' , feat: 
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fent was not a time for retreat, for, if he fhould retire, alarm 
would fpread among the troops, who would probably fly in 
confufion. The navob a fecond time advifed with Jafiier Khan, 
who infifted on the retreat of the dewan, or he would not 
a£t j upon which he repeated his orders, and Moin Laal re* 
ludlantly obeyed. 

When a man’s ill fortune prevails, he does that which he 
fhould not. The troops, as had been forefeen, conftruing the 
return to camp into defeat, began to fly in great numbers. 
Serauje ad Dowlah feeing this defertion, much alarmed by the 
enemy in front, but much more apprehenfive of thofe about 
his perfon, at length left the camp, about half an hour be- 
fore funfet, and arrived early, the next morning at Munfoor 
Gunge. Here, though he befbught his attendants to remain 
with him till he could prepare for efcape, and fix on feme 
proper place of refuge, he could not prevail, 
by uumbers.:; Even;, his , wife’s 
though;Kthe;; ■lia'ihb 

to defend him where he was, or accompany him in his retreat, 
refufed, and haftened to his own houfe at the city of Moorfliud.* 
abad. As a laft refource, the navob opened the doors of his 
treafury, and diftributed large fums to the foldiers, who received 
his bounty and deferted with it to their homes. An immenfe 
fum was thus, to him unprofitaWy, expentied. He was un- 
generous when he fhould have been liberal, and oppreflive to 
mankind, and now faw the confequences of his crimes, fuffer- 
ing in his own perfon for the calamities he had inflidled upon 
others. Having remained till night at Munfoor Gunge, and 
finding himfelf almoft deferted by all, he took with him his 
Jewels and feme other valuables upon elephants, and with Lootf 
al Nifla Begum, and two ©r three fevourite women in cover- 
ed carriages, quitted Ms .p^e about three in the morning, 
VoL. 11 . ; ^ » '''' '■ ' and ’ 
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and haftened to Bogwaungolah, where he embarked upon the 
Ganges, with the defign of feeking refuge in the fort of Patna. 
In this proceeding he was alfo imprudent y for, had he kept the 
land, and called the jemmautdars of the villages to his affift- 
ance, they would have efcorted him in fafety, in hopes o| being 
rewarded, and he would have been joined by numbers of his 
troops, when recovered of their panic and hearing of his efcape j 
but* alas ! who can remedy the ills of fate ? His reafon for 
flying by water, was the hope of meeting Mr. Law, to whom 
he had written preffingly to haften to his affiftance, on the firft 
intelligence of the march of the- Englifh, and to come down 
the river for the ^ter fpeed. Mr. Law received the letter, 
but, accot&ig to the ufual delay in Hindooftan, before he could 
procure from Ramnarain the money ordered for his expenfes, 
fome time elapfed. He left Patna, but hearing of the defeat 
and doth of feaoje ad Dbwlah, on reaching Raujemahal, he 
retreated, and majoir Goote was aftetwards fent in purfuit of 
him to the frontiers of the provinces. 

When Meer Jaffier found that fortune had favoured his de- 
figns, by the retreat of Serauje ad Dowlah, he remained at 
Madl^ inil had ah interview 

and die Englifh troops he the next day entered Moorfhudabad, 
and iffued proclamations of fafety to the inhabitants in his own 
name. His partners in cbnfpiracy, and thofe who, loving quiet, 
were attached to no party, haftened to prefent congratulations 
and ofierin^i and iiich as did not approve his condubt and 
were fccretly attached to Serauje ad Dowlah, (they were but 
few) not chufing to be fingular, thi^ugh fear did the fame. 
Having feated himfelf ' cm the mufb% of the provinces, he 
founded high, the trumpet td" power add exultation, and em- 
ployed himfelf in fettling affairs and dividing the treafures of 
the palace, as had been agreed, between himfelf. Raja Doolub- 
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ram, and the Englifh. As he was ambitious of copying Ma- 
habut Jung, he afliimed the fame titles on his feals, and con- 
ferred thoie of that narab’s relations on his own. He dilpatched 
his jfbn in law Meer Caufim Khan in purfuit of Serauje ad 
Dowlah, and iffued orders to Meet Daood, the commandant of 
Raujemahal, to be vigilant in preventing his efcape from the 
province. The unfortunate fugitive, being arrived on the bank 
oppofite to Raujemahal, and with his women prefled by hunger, 
after a fafl; of two days, difembarfced at the cell of a devotee, 
named Dana Shaw, of whom he afked help in procuring vic- 
tuals. To this man, in the days of power, he had offered fome 
affront, the memory of tvhich ftill dwelt upon his mind. The 
fakeer received him courteoully, and provided food, but privately 
difpatched information of his important gueft to Meer Daood, 
who, with Meer Caufim, haftened to the cell, and took him 
prifoner, with his women and effedls. Serauje ad Ppwlah now 
entreated for life of thofe men, who hadTafe|y 
name, and He b^ged tO; ^ aflc^ 

a moderate income and a retired dwelling. Meer Caufim Khan 
obtained by threats and promifes a cafket of jewels from the 
Begum to an immenfe amount, and each of the captors a va- 
luable booty. The dewan Moin Laal had before this been feiz- 
ed at Moorfhudabad, and his effeais and life were taken by 
Doolubram. On Sunday, the fifteenth of Showaul, Serauje ad 
Dowlah arrived, a difgraced captive in the hands of his fervants, 
at Moorfhudabad. When the people beheld him in this fitu- 
ation, they forgot his vices, and recolleded only the hardfhip 
of his prefent fortune, comparing it with the , fplendour they 
had feen him furrounded with from his infancy till now. It is 
faid, that feveral jemmautdars, as he pafled their quarters, were 
fo penetrated with grief and anger as to prepare to refcue 
him, but were prevented by their fuperiors, who had expeda- 
tions of reward from his rival j fo that the virtue of the weak, 

Z z 2 ,;\V ■ WaS; 
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of no eiFed. Meer JalEer was at this time at Munfoor Gunge, 
but his fon Meeraun at Moorfhudabad. , This young man fur- 
palTed his father in every evil quality* never helicating to Ihed 
blood. He regarded readinefs to punHh as good policy, and 
mercy as folly. With fueh ideas he was fond of comparing 
himfelf to Mahabut Jung. He ordered Serauje ad Dowlah to 
be confined and put to death j but no peribn of rank would 
undertake the murder. At length, a wretch named Mahum- 
muddy Beg, who from his infancy had been cherifhed by Ma- 
habut, Jung and Serauje ad Dowlah, fi-om whofe grandmother 
he had received a portion 'with his wife from chanty, offered 
to execute thd horrid deed. When the unfortunate navob faw 
him approach his perfon, he laid, ** Art thou come to kill me?" 
and, upon receiving a reply in the affirmative, began to prays 
then fiiddea^ ;«*^im«i, WiJi not they let me Kve fome- 
** where ia obfcuriQf ? vKo# no, it cani^t bej I maft be facri- 
ficed for the murder of Houlfein Koollee Khan.'* The affif- 
fin now infiidted feveral wounds, and the navob falling down, 
cried, “ It is enough, my talk is over, and revenge is finifii- 
*<-e4i^ Kbvmg faid thus, he refigned his foul to the Creator, 
and left this world of crimes by the fword of cruelty. His 
body plafei*^ii^^ an elephant, and carried through the city, 
expofed to the populace. It is faid, that the driver of the ele- 
phant, by accident flopping at the Ipot where Serauje ad Dow- 
lah had affaffmated “Houflein Koollee Khan, fome drops of 
blood fell ffom the body upon the fame ground. 


« Be warned by esample,. O ye men of underftanding, and 
view well the revolurions of ffirtee. Place not your reliance 
upon the world’s fuccefe, for it is uncertain and iiiconftant, 
like a publick finger, who goes daily from houfe to houfe. 
Give not thy affedion to a damfel, who every day changes her 

** gailaat. 

? A. near relation, of his own. 
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** gallant. In the eye of the wire> fortune is as chaf^ blown 
** about by every wind. Didft thou poflefs the treafures of the 
** world, what thou haft expended in benevolence will alone 
**' profit thee.” 

Wiien the corpfe of the navob approached the refidence of 
bis afflided mother, gueffing the difafter from the clamour of 
the populace, ftie burft from her apartments, and ran into the 
ftreet, beating her breaft, but was forced back with blows, fay 
order of Khadim Houffein Khan, who fat upon the terrace of 
his houfe to view the expofure of the body of^his lord’s fon., 
Jaffier Khan was afleep when the unfortunate prifoner had ar- 
rived, and did not wake till after the murder, when being in- 
formed of his coming, he fent to his fon, commanding him to 
be careful of his perfon. Meeraun, on receiving the order, 
laughed, and faid, “ I am not fo weak as to be negledtfiil in 
tuch affairs i” and to his companions be vauntingfy exclaim- 
ed, My fothcr juft now- but I M before completed 
«* the am I not, »y fffonds, fon to the fifter of 

“ Mahabut Jung ? How then could I be careleft upon fuch aa 
;:<xx:afion?” : ^ 


MEER 


374 
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MEER JAFFIER KHAN. 


MeER Jaffier having thus become navob of Bengal, Bahar, 
and-Oriffa, Ihortly after his acceffion prepared to march towards 
Patna, having fome doubts of the fubmilTion of Ramnarain, 

the rebelEoa of fome dependants of the late f^^^ 

1 ^»* 7 S 7 . Shokut Jung. In the month of Suffir, of the year 1171, he 
moved to his camp, leaving his fon Meeraun in the diredion of 
aflairs at Moorihudabad. Here, having Ibme fufpicions of Meerza 
Mhadee, brother of Serauje ad Dowlah, he commanded him to 
be put to death. Some repcnrt, that he was difpatched by poi- 
fon, and others, that he was prefled to death between two 
boards ufed to tighten bales of fliawls. The caufe of this ac- 
tion was the dif^edion of Raja Doolubram, who now repent- 
ed of having efpoufed the caufe of Meer JafEer, and was pri- 
vately confpiring to refcue Meerza Mhadee from confinement 
and declare him foubahdar, not having been rewarded for his 
late treachery, as he expeded. 

Upon Meer Jaffier*s amval at Ran]ete|h^, Imving appointed 
Khadim HouflTem Khan fojedaur of Poorneah, he ditmifl'ed him 
to reftore order in that diflxid, which was effeded with little 
oppofition, the rebels being deferred by their adherents at tlie 
fight of his army. Ramnarain, upon the approach of the navob 

towards 
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towards Patna, unwilling to truft his promifes of fafety for his 
perfoa and continuance in employment, endeavoured to obtain the 
fuppoit of the Englifh j for which purpofe he difpatched his 
^ent Geeda Mul to procure affurances of protedion from colonel 
Clive, before he would agree to vifit the navob. Geeda Mul 
reprefented to the navob, that his mafter was fearful of vifiting 
him without the fecurity of the Englifh s to which Meet Tafo 
fier readily agreed. The vaqueel hkving gained over the fecre- 
tary, prepared a paper, and brought it for the approbation of 
the navob, ^ who being at that time fomewhat- intoxicated, would 
not read , himfeif, but ordered his fecretary to tell him the con- 
tend, which he did in a flight manner, and varying from the 
fpirit. The navob being fatisfied, fent the paper to colonel Clive, 
requefting that he would copy and ratify it with his feal, which he 
did, and kept the draft. The contents of the paper were in thefe 
words: « You may come with fafety and fatisfadtion of mind. 

The fecurity of your perfon, honour, fortune, and continu- 
employ, without fettling your accpUnts, refts upon 
• • ::Cfeeda;;’;Mdl7;halied:' ;upbh ■ :th 

narain, who repaired without hefitation to the navob’s camp; 
where, however, he viflted firfl: colonel Clive, who fent an offi- 
cer of rank to in^^^ to Moer Jaffier. The navob was 

offended at his difrefpedt in not coming firfl: to him, and com- 
manded him to remain in the camp, which he did, till the 
arrival ^of yhe-^arhfy;;^^^^^^ ;Patna,:r ■■■y y- 

Meet Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna was vifited by all the 
refpediable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upon his accef- 
fion to the foubahdary, and among them were many, who hav- 
ing formerly lived with him on terms of intimate equahty, hoped 
to fhare the advantages of his exaltation, but were moflly dif- 
appmnted, by a cool reception. Among thefe was Meerza Shumfe 

sd Dien, who. in the davs of his diftrefs, had affffi^^^ 

: a fum 



history OT BENGAl/t 

I rum of money, and now hoped to have it repaid, and to 
Joy the favour of the navob i who, however, affumed towar^ 
hi n a dillant behaviour, fearfcd, as the Meeraa was a man of wit, 
and free of fpeech. that, he might affume too much u^n their 
former intimacy. One day it happened, 

Shumfe adDien being admitted to his Pf 7“’ 

when the navob, expeaing J Lt“ t 

■< gotten your former kindnefs, whwh I ^ j'f 

- orefent the cxnenfes of the Enghfli army and other tontagen- 
.. it hnot inmy power. When 9^ ihall give 

“ me ability and opportunity, : I will not be unmindful of y 
« obligation!” The Meerza. pretending fedmgs of compafiion, 
faid wSi a fobbing accent, « No more, my I^rd, I am ftruck 
« with your fufferingsj but, alas! Serauje ad Dowlah plundered 
my houfe, or I Ihould now have efteemed contributing to 
your relief as an tour.” Meer Jaffier was womaniMy 
of iewels, of which he always wore great numbers m his higher 
fortunes. On this day, his neck, arms, wrifts, and turban were 
more richly ornamented than ufual, aH the Meerza wittily faid, 
■« To be fore, thefe few Hones about your perfon are jt of 
.« any great value to any one j but I foould 

om ^ your highnefs's hands as an honour and fatisfaaion 
Again, feme enemy of the Meerza’s informed the navob, that 
hk attendants had picked a quarrel with thofe of colonel Chve, 
who was much offendedi and the Meerza coming m foon after, 

Meer Jaffier reproved him, faying, « Know you not the rank 
- of the colonel, that your people ffiould dare to 
his friends ?” The Ifcrza, putting on a look of 
exclaimed, « My patron, how dare I even look the 
« the face with Hea&iefs, who every morning of my iite raaRe 
« three obeifknees to his ‘afs.” Meer Jaffier was filent, and 
pretended not to underftand the meaning. After 


» Alluding to Meer JalHer’s being fupported by the colonel. 




HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

After fome days Ipent in ceremony and entertainments, Meer 
JafSer, who intended conferring the government of Patna upon 
his brother Cauzim Khan, detmanded from Ramnarain an- ac- 
count of his difburfements, and the balance of revenue due to 
government i but the wily Hindoo, who had, expefting this de- 
mand, fecured the protection of the Engltlh, complained to 
colonel Clive, who reprefented it to the navob as a breach of 
faith. The navob replied, that he faw no reafon why he fliould 
relign the province to Ramnarain, and injure his own brother, 
for the promife of the colonel. Clive obferved, that he had 
before told his highnefs of the difagreement whidh the inter- 
ference of the Englilh would bccafion } but as, notwithftanding, 
he had importunately entreated hina to write a letter of pro- 
tection under his own feal, he muft therefore now abide by 
the contents, for he could not fuffer a breach of his promife. 
Meer Jaf&r deiiied having font him inftruCticns tb| wr^^^^ 
he; 'had, done;;;;; but: the . colonel* ; |||dddpihg.i;;h|s^^^^^^ 

:';llaihharaihy;;|;vap|ei;® ■ ‘implfirtg j ;up6n' ■ ^h 

infifted that they had written literally according to his inftruc- 

tions, which he had forgotten in the multiplicity of bulinefs. 

lie was obliged to confirm Ramnarain 

ty cblbh^^ obferying the engagyaent.^^ T^ 

. :fair ’■/being;^;:;|ehlcd,;;;^^ d madC' ; ;a;. ;• pilgriihage:;§p;;;:;f^^ 

of a celebrated fakeer, and afterwards convened a numerous 
aflembly of devotees, for whom he made aii entertainment on 
the bank of the Ganges, at Patna ; where he alfo cllebrated 
the Hindoo feaft of Hooly with much feftivity and fplendour. 
He then began his return to Moorfhudabad, hunting on his 
march witl| a feleCt. party of his attendants at a diftance ; from 
the main body of his arpiy.. fje ;vv^. accompanied as he mov- 
ed by troops of muficians and lingers upon elephants, who en- 
tertained him with tiieir harmppy. Amid fuch luxuries he re- 
VoL.'II. ' ■A^''a':a.;; ■ ■ -gulated 
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gulated the country as he .paffed, and at length reached the 
palace of Mahabut Jung at Moordiudabad, where, plunging 
more and more into profufion and voluptuoufnefs, he became 
regardlefs of all public affairs. Meeraun, his fon, puffed up with 
vanity, copied manners of the diffipated of Dhely, ^ about 
four thoufend- of whom he had taken into his pay ^ rf fol- 
diersi Giving himfelf up to women and debaucheiy, with equal 
avidity as his father, though more excufeable, being in the 
height of youth, there was no one to attend to. the bufinefs of 
government. The troops 'at length became fo diftreffed through 
want of pay, that they pined with hunger,, and turned their 
hoffes loofe upon the pkins, for want of grain to feed them.. 
Except the^ few thoufand guards of Meeraun, his women, and 
favourite attendants, with thofe of the navpb his father, no one 
was regularly paid i smd the cohtroul of thefe extenfive pro- 
vinces was left to the;idir’edHon of '- three fpies, Cheeny Laal, 
Munny Laal, and Aknoon Sing. By their influence the renters 
were protected in embezzling the revenues, fo that fhortly there 
was not money fufficient carried to the treafury to bear the 
expenfes of the navob and his fon. 

When only* one year and three months of this wretched 
government had elapied, tl^ troops were driven to defpair, and 
the knife had now reached the bone j till, at length, Abd al 
Hadee Khan and other chiefs confpired to remove Jaffier Khan 
from the ; mufnud by affaffination, when he fhould attend the 
•affem^y the month of MoHrrimj but many 
perfons being in die f betrayed it to the navob 

on the fecond evening^' no more 
into public. Enquiry was made intbl the pirticulars of the trea- 
fon, and many turned informers to kye th^ Jives. Abd al 

■ ■ ■ ' , 'Hadee- 

• In commemoration of the deatl« of the Imaura^ grandfons of Maham- 
ffiud. . 
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Hadee Khan, finding himfelf difcovered, fortified himfelf in his 
own houfe, till, at length, obtaining leave to quit the provinces,, 
he embarked with his, family from Mooi'fhudabad 5 but was 
afterwards feized and put to death, on his way up the Ganges, 
by a band of Afghauns, commiflioned by the navob for that 
purpofe. Meer Cafium Khan, another of the confpirators, was 
alfo afifaffinated. The widow of Mahabut Jung, his daughter 
Goofeety Begum and Ameeny Begum, alfo Lootf al Niffa, the 
widow of Serauje ad Dowlah, and her infant daughter, being 
fufpedted of encouraging the plot, were fent into confinement at 
Dacca. About three months after this, rumours were fpread of 
the prince Ali Goher’s intention to enter Bengal. This intel- 
ligence alarming the navob and his fon, they, for their own 
fafety, paid up part of the arrears due to the troops, and pro- 
MM regularity in 

Ramnarain, the deputy governor of Patna, was a man of 
:mueh:^sedniiitp^,Jni,,:i||^|i^^^ 

;|^liiiiii-^ani:f ^ the^'cohnedtiott; jhe-.; ; 

formed with the Englifh, he dared not openly ad contrary to 
treaty, though fecretly he wifhed his deftrudlion, and was on the 
watch for opportunity to effed: it. Rajas Sunder Sing and Pulwaun 
Sing, two principal zemindars, out of gratitude to the protection of 
Mahabut Jung, hated Meer Jaffier, as the deflroyer of his fa- 
mily, and meditated rebellion. The greateft number of the prin- 
cipal people of the provinces, difgufted with the bad qualities 
and tyranny of the late navob, had been pleafed at his 'depofal, 
judging, that as Meer Jaffier was advanced in years, and had 
Idng fc Mahabut Jung, he^ would follow his example 5 but 
upon his acceffion to power, experiencing his behaviour, and 
more particularly- the cruel aCtions . of his fon Meeraun, a mon- 
fter of his time, they novr regretted the fall of Serauje ad 
Dowlah, and the old faying^ of ** Blefs our former ruler,” was 
. ■ A a a 2; . : ' ■ . revived 






HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

revived on the tongues of the wife and the Ample. Meer Jaf- 
fier, who, when, paymafter to Mahabut Jung, was celebrated 
among the troops for his profufe liberality, upon afcending the 
mufnud, became as much decried for his avarice. It is faid, 
that a perfon afking him. the caufe of this change in his be- 
haviour, he replied, that in Mahabut Jung’s time the public 
treafme was another’s j but now it was his own, his heart felt 
uneafy to part with it.® 

In this fituation of affairs, the prince Ali Goher, elded fon 
of the reigning emperor, having made his^efcape from the hands 
of.his father’s, minifter, who wiihed to keep him in con- 
finement, fought; protedion with Mahummud Koollee Khan, 
the foubah^ac of Aleabad. This nobleman was a young man 
of courage, but of' Me cojndt^. Ambitious of enlarging the 
limits -of his govenuBent, . he was , eafiiy tempted, by reports 
of diforders in Bahar and Bengal, - to attempt their con^ueft 
under the royal fandionj for which purpofe he offered his 
fervices to the fugitive prince, who readily accepted them. Ma- 
hummud Koollee was , alfo fupported in his hopes by aflur- 
ances of aid firom .Shujah ad Dowlah, his coufin, and foubah- 
dar of Pudej .whQ, hovrever, was not fincere in his promifes, 
and only promoted the expedition in order to remove his rela- 
tion from the fort of Aleabad, which he wifhed to feize for 
himfrif. Mahummud Koollee Khan had alfo received invitations 
to invade Bahs.r from Sunder Sing, Pulwaun Sing, and other 
difaffeded z^ifd^s. The former was truly attached to the fa- 
mily of Mahabut Jungi .and burned with ardour to revenge the 
ruin- of his family.' hppt^ courage, and 

many other good qualities i fo that, had ' ^ permitted him, he 
might have attained his objed i but his life was too fliort. 

' - : . 

* In his pleafures, however, he was ridiculoufly profufe, and laviflied fums 
upon them, which, paid to his troops, would have fecured his power. 


HISTORY OF BENGAL* 


M: 


diftrids, and vifiting j^aja 


formed an en- 
While making prepara- 


Under pretence of re^ 

Ramnarain, he left his fortrefs of 
campment, and began to levy troops, 
tions, a favourite officer defired the advance of a thodfand 
rupees j which demand, as the like had often been repeat- 
ed, caufed the raja to fay in a jefting manner to his attend- 
ants, « Gholaum Ghofe iriherits much bravery from his fa- 
ther, but this meannefs of borrowing is From his mother, 
** and darkens his better qualities.” Gholaum Ghofe, hearing 
of this obfervation, was much enraged, and refolved to murder 
his patron. - He came and afked for a thouiand rupees j upon 
which the raja told him, Such importunity was not decent,” 
and begged he would defiftj but the other impudently de- 
clared he fhould not rife till he had given him the fum. The 
raja, upon this, attempting to^irife, he feized his garment, cry- 


ing, Sit down till you give me the money.” Sunder 
exclaimed, *' Are you mad ?” when the traitor RaSbed Km mor- 
:::tal|yi;with:.::«,ia^||i;then^^ 

horfe, he fled from the camp, but was overtaken by Soorut 
Sing, a relation of the deceafed, who called out, “ It is cowardly 
“ to fly, return and fight me.” He ftopped, and difmounting 
from his horfe, a bloody conflidt took place. At length, the 
traitor’s fword being broken, he ruffied upon his antagonifl: and 
threw him to the ground. At this time fome villagers appear- 
ing, Soorut Sing cried out, " Why ftand you? behold here the 
" murderer of your prince !”“ Upon this, they ran upon him 
and put him to death with clubs and fwords. Thus was Sun- 
der Sing prevented in his career of joining the prince. 


royal fiandard of 
the emperor grants 


, Mahummud KooIIee 
GoKr, who had procured : 
i Bahar, and 


» A m Bahar. 


A. 0.1759; 

from his father 
, began his 
. march 
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ftom‘®5i$rrffoIv!Bg to join oithef the prince or the’hayob, 
whoever , (bopld firft arrive in his vicinity. Hearing that the 
royal army had croffcd the Canimnaffa, and that Meet JafEer 
had not yet Jeft the capital, he thought it wiTeft to treat wi* 
the fitintr;, but, firft aikei the 'advice of .Mr. Amyatt, the 
chie’f of ;fe ,%ii<h fiaoty at- Patna, obferving, tto “ with- 
« out the axrS”^^tfa®*»vob’s army, he was, unable to cope 

replied, that « as^to him- 
.h^' remain at Patna; but if 

^ “fhe 

« fome days’ journey to ' the'’ ^^d ;tow^ds^-?erigal^,,^^^^ wait 
** the orders of council or contingency of events; thal: as for 
-** Ramnarain, he fhould try to amufe the enemy as long as he 
‘^:GoAC'm;<|Ci|et%;pf,.># ar, lived from the navob;>ut, in 

as, he iQaouid find moil 

. fot ■, ' ’ ■ ' 

' T^le the advice he wi'lhed for, began 

to amufe both parties. He wrote to Meeraun and colonel, plivf, 
that ii^Jyir^,,.|rfp^r^ to.refift.the enemy,, but -ci^uld.’noElbrd^e 
foem-. thej^.; would- 'haften. tg ,.hl:|s;,'^9K®^» 
and at, ' -.emi'fiaries to '•'fec^e; vopr 
■ of ’thg';piince'r£S'''^«pit^'^^ at, this 

time jati Patiia,' with' m;f‘momer'*aad'familf^.fidl^^ much .dread, 
1 ^ Mger ‘ and ,!Meeraun having heard that my father, 

r ||udda!.ut iUi iChan/ was with tfie prince, had written to Ram- 
tp obferve my motions, as they believed that I and itiy 

, .1’,,/ ’ relations 

, * GfcjhutH'iloul&iD, the native writer of thefe events. 
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relations were the ‘exciters of his expedition, isut me trutn is, 
I had not the lead acquaintance with the enemy, noT; corref- 

pondence with my father, who had long rehded at Dheljr, 

where, like the reft of the nobles, he fpent his time in diffi- 
pation, and had married a Cafhmirian woman j having no con- 
cern at all ■ with us or my mother for near fixteen years, 
during which he enjoyed offices of great emolunient. We alfo, 
from the kindnefs of our relations Mahahut Jung and his 

nephews, 'pafled bur time in cafe and affluence, Aot Wanted his 

notices fb that, except a letter of ceremony now and then, there 
was no other communication between us. 


Ramnarain was well informed of thefe particulars, and on 
the receipt of the navob’s letter affured me of his protebtlon 
from his jealoufy. Upon th® approach of the prince nearer 
Patna, Mr. Amyatt with the reft of the Englifti embarked in ' 
their boats, and retired 

s ' who 

by ^ was confirmed In his refolufton to vifiit the prince * 
and Mahummud KooUee lUian. He was," however, advifed 
againft it by Raja Moorlydher, chief of the fpies, who judged 
Meer Jaffier would in the end prevail from the affiftance of 
the Englifti j and he thought juftly : but Ramnarain was deeply 
impreffed by the awe ^ of royalty, and the flowneft of the na- 
vob and the EnglHh. t¥heh relblyed upon his coiiducft, he lent 
for me privately, and aftbd me to go and - fecure himi the 
prince’s fevomr through the mediation of my father. I complied, 
add fet out for the camp. On the road I met feyeral Ipies, 
(^pfirmed the news of the prince’s approach.. Arriving at 
•‘Afdilli '.i.. faw, . Muddar ^ ad„ Dowlah, .who . was , going on thp |>'ait 
o£ 'dib' ' .Ifefeer^ 'All nn',;bbat-'Cif, Sla- . 

'''■ elephants, 

. * A town a few days’ march from Patiia. 
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elepBants, with one hundred horfe. I was aftoniihed, that any 
other fhould be fent on this bufinefs than my father, who was 
intimately acquainted with the province and its principal inha- 
bitants. When r had travoUecl i little^ farthef, I heard that 
my hrotheT,^!lSfuj[t|cee,.j^ Khan had^'joB&h 'my^iatheL', 
fummoned hiiip hy, better. This gave me muchV oono^n, , as 
there.^..w4s_^n0,,j.canfeTor his thus /ubjedling hiqifelf to me '{re-, 
fentment of Thl payi^ of Bengal. About iunlet 1 reached the 
priflce%, daipp, ; ;ha.d , aii interview^j^with my father, and foon dif- 
coyejr^j it^t^.Trdaa hh haughtihefe of dr^ofition,. he had not 
CQ|!|,ti^i'hs|;|a^in.tion . oif Mahumnind -Koollee Khan, like Mud- 
.dar, ad>,B^I§j^i|^d;.;.q^rs, uqder -fVihofe influence the prince 
•a^)|^^!...ai8> ^j^hvhinihijBdeei he' depended for fobfiftance. I alked 
1 . ptince, , jflnce , .if could anfwer 

** hires . in ’ BaWr, fo 

much time, and trouble.*' He 'gafi&'^'36itte''''^{'lt^^’J^ 

I perceived, that he* felt the truth of my obfervatioiis. How- 

late, and his fltuation was 
p|t^le|f,i]^;.'^|i^y^,the;,;prince4; .who , was_,-hafty . and .iiicon- 

> the-.|W^0S' of.. .-Mahammud . Koollee 
'Kh*|W(',i%,,..e#<M#defed:?i^.^'Odndq|ft.ds;;. originating from the ad- 
vfoe?;#! ■i^^fo||ferk'-':Tn''-foort,:.;Mudddr 'ad.Dowlah, being arrived 
af perfliaded Ramnarain by threats and prpmifes to..vifit 

th©.' |»|j5iqe #m 1 Mahummud Kooflee Khan ; who, on,;their pai“ts» 
agreed ' .■ thW' ihoidd .'he . continued in the ; , fon|phdajr|r;i " 

ing of'tii»,{:;d5^fFd^,;^qre; fo^t.-apj^foted.^;fori^i^iip^^ I 

‘*' 4 nd owumfpea;^t^,:rhll^|;|^^^^?|i^^ and' 

**' the Mpghl .arms,, he -had- Ifoea'-lM 'fo but, upon 
% feeing cte true.fe|te of the camp. Would repent of Ms timidity, 
“ and if': fowled m. return to the city, would - nevep come bapk/’ 
hdy. lather angrily ' replied, that the family of Timufl never 
■ “ dealt 
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" dealt with treachety to any onci” I anfwered, « that I did 
not. hint that Ireacheiy fliould be ufed, but only; that ' the 
“ prince and his army fhould enter Patna with the raja, when 
" he jtouft of neceffity become their friend, and upon intelli- 
" fence of the fall of the city, the navob’s army would ad- 
" vance lefs rapidly.” He anfwered, « that Mahummud Koolle© 
** Khan had the power.” I ad vifed , him to inform himj but 
he faid, that,, as he never confulted him, there was no caufc 
" for his intruding his advice.” This enraged pac, and I told 
him, ** he had g^ven our family to the Winds.” He bdcame 
more angry, and I was filent. 

The day following, I went with my fother to the royal tents* 
The Arrival of the raja, and his being long in private with 
Mahummud Koollec Khan, was announced. Ix)fing all patience,. 

I mentioned what I had obferved to my father, to Moneer ad 
Dowlah and others j but in . vain. At length, Mahw|pcwp.pdi^fe 

entered Ae royal prefence, 

hfe -tm". ^ •; 'Ito ihftandy ’ ' 

begitf^'pmife'the raja, 'faying,.^* He' wa^'a wife Hindoo, and 
** fpoke the Perfian with great readinefs ; in fliort, that he was 
" fo much pleafod with his abilities, that he had appmiKed 
" him his own dewan, and given him the deputation of Ale- 
" afead.” The prince nkturdly alkcd. him, " How lie could 
** place^fuch' cot^dence in '’a .perfon lat-hrU-'^ghtl” 'Whon Mud- 
dar ad Dowlah, and . others^ who &ul b««n'’'|^rified by the raja 
with a fow thoufands; of rupees, immediately uttered forth hiS 
praifes for wifdOm, fidelity, and ail good qualities, oSeiing td 
^ fo a iittie time the raja > arrived, .and ifeiEf 

ohhi^iii^fo'pfe jail the ceremonies of royal audsenocfe^ which; ’-fee', 
had - mw .been acadfom|d;.vt^'; ..fee i i«p.;to’!.'»the 

afped /atid:;^p!akhM;ii^ to 

ofier^^' ■l'''''f«a^et ■ whether-'.-thd'' ‘prince ‘Or ' Mnddaf 'ad 'Dow- 

VoL. II. h-b--./'' ' " -lah 
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fell . took firom hiifiu He, wad theii itivefted with a khelautit 
but, as he had himfelf till now been only a bdftower of them, 
he was much wearied with the numerous obeiiances, neceflarjr 
at receiving every feparate part o£ the drefe!.' When this vvas 
over, '■ ■ ha^hg' • flood ■' auid' ■■ recolM^ed ' 'huidelC , , I^'-iaw him 

obferi^^'i^V- Wished 'tpp'earahce -bf the' |»iiKeir'-?a»d'iiie<‘'fbatige, 
Itfeadants, with -oontempt, 'flume' a# 'Idt'-h^ving 
'ie^ei^iew, and Impatience- to return. He' W'febn 
and MaEummud Koollee Khan to his tents. 

Who permitted him to leave the camp; and the raja, imme- 
‘^ataf'-hjk>h: his""dr^wl at T <>ydeES.to fhut the gates, 

':|^k of the "-city.-- 'For 'feme days, .he ^ contihued 
tO'aihhfe^^r^E^ ahd-VMdiummud' Kooiiee Khan with trifling 
eSi in order to f»^eveat hoftilities hll thear- 
b’a ^'''army }' .aad“fttch^-'was' thd we^efs ''of ;the 

'tpv-.be imi^ofed. , upbhyhy 

his'exoufesi' to 

move' his camp to the caftward of- -the ' ■Cityr'-W^^-' “ vvhidi 
was the common road j but Ramiiarain reprefenting to him that 

*^^*^^* the^^ urregularity 

,di^-j^de»hl^^dfi-%|4ffa^rmade;^ to all, but himfelf, that 

'!^.t^|^>,waS'!'de^ivmijfhii^ .j-t^ approach of the ' mvob^s 

''fe fo'me- “days' near the -gardens of Ja-flieT 
'Uh^tk' ^d the raja kept up the farce of loyalty, by i^MeUd- 
Pgs^-.pj^are a flatement of the revenues* of- the- 
the hsldhcejm^the treafery>.-t^, at length*;* 

colonel-, -GJiv^ 

;orgen|*iiiti||w’''demandsi 
he the' Khan ‘'froni 

-'the ■'eity^-.-hy-.fthe* imiwtunafe : advise", of <^lilfeiydher, 'Who ‘%as 

'#pprch^te. ©f'^thp' navoh’s'-fufpebling*- his • loyalty odief Wife, 



*11 


'd 








“-liave-ufed evsxy. .argumesnt Jacb 

44'i '|p0Wj$ifoi' ' 'iiot^6S ' . as * Shiii|ihi ,ad d[?owlaij and Oinstta^d.- 'Sl, 
'Mwifc to regafete tibfe, enopitie, and attempt the recovery of 
Ben^l from the E^glidi» ttey would not attend to me, nor 
** -! their' 4i®al > fiiterefis*' ' 

sV,..!,.. .V;'!;);. ‘ 

/Soott'''ife%ife.' :Law -had. pafed,. Ac- prince, and with Mm 
«ftr,fW»e^*'“^i^d'^'i^:vsrhd complaioed.^ heavdy of the ■ .behaviour 


df ’the'en^irfo 
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price of jhis retreat j. which lie jcommancied me to compofe, and 
it was fent by Jfobut to the colonel. i 

When Shnjah ad Dowlah heard of the retreat of Ma- 
hummud Koollee Khan, he treacheroufly commanded Beny Ba- 
hadur, his deputy, and Bulwaun Sing of Banaias, %o intercept 
his march, and tahe hhn prifener. v encamped 

their fences near *»Rjan5inuggsif, the h^ rW, and feat word 
tp the prmce ^ t^w, that .they, did tp.. mpleil: 

them, hut oppofe the progrels of hfahummud Koollee 

IChjani upon which the former feparated fiom him, and conti- 
nued their route to Chutterpore. B#hummud Koollee, againft 
the renaonftrances of his fi-jends, confeiMpd to, dilband his arniy, 
and throw himfelf on the prote<aion of Shujah Dpwhhj who 
immediately on his arrival, kept him a prifoper, and fliortly 
after put him to death. 




Meer^^ J.aiher^.KHn,^ 

of';C61d^I 'j^ve, t^Hho - agreed ,h> 'march with his _:^n 'Kfceraun 
to the relief of Batnaj but it was not the in(;ention of tjbe -En- 
glSfh, who at this t|me wore . unacquainted . low i^ate 

of the f |0?qi>|re, to oppofe, if it w?s poffible to , avoid it, tbe' emr 
perbr’s <on, for whofe dign^ had tpuch relpi^^ and is 
ceitaih, had' mahurompd. Kpol^ 

a treaty might -Iwe ^befE 'coiifl«d?d‘'to, th^ir-^^bppwr .an^ 
tage y but their weak condu^.sWnod adairs. Meeraua- 
hi§: ,inareh halted at Kaujemahal, ‘interiding to allure I^adim 
.H^ail^in'Khan, fojedaur of PcM^neph, to an interYiew»:M;-W^^ 
hd' ’il#Med to - affaffinate Kipi, feemg' 
and:fe^aK«#:;;his;:jfimng 

'1^ Cdpprtod'abrpdi';#®’''^^'ed^w*ji#to WfSi^^ '^mh- 

ed,from'|?f^rpoah_.tPp.-the,,|)a^'''pK^ |GangdS^ 'givMi-.l^pt .that 

, , " ' ■ ‘ ' . . ■ . 

» Tbe pakce of the raja of Banaras, 
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fa meant to join the young nnvob, f ^ 

Curranffok, nearly oppofite Raujemahal* he halted, and ien 

cilonel Clive! reprefenting his fears of Meeraunk trea- 
chery, and beggmg his proteaion., -I^e colonel accordingly i - 

fuaded Meeraun fiom hit defign r and hevmg met the fbje^or 

in a boat on the middle of tfa Ganges, affttfed him fafety. 
Khadiid Houflein Khan, however, not chufmg to vifit Meeraun, 
the colonel obtained for him the navob's pe^iffion, much a- 
gainft his inclination, to return to Poorneah, Chve being fecurdy 
for his fidelity to the navob,* and the navobs fincenty to the 
foieddur. Meeraun then proceeded towards Patna with the co- 
tel; but before their arrival the enemy had retreated. Near 
the city they %ere vifited by Ramnarain, who artfully excufed 
his interview with Mahummud Koollee Khan, and became more 
fevoured ^aiii 'be^. Though he had importunately emreated 

IB€ lO' ^ I' W1 ' 

his requeft againft my ovm^lhelhiatiohs, he nOW ab^ the 

navob as a traitor, faying, « It was a ftrange world, 'that I Ihould 
« be fo deceitful as to defert his fervice, and join my father; 
though he himfeif was indeed the traitor, for his refolution was 

' 'their weaknek.;^;':r^f^ ; 

he pmferved Ilk it is furprizing how he 

could perfaade the Englhh that he was their friend, after having 
yiflied the enemy/ The fad is, he was immenfely rich; and, 
in thefe days, money can do wonders, even give vice the ap- 
pearance of yirtoe. After feme days flay at Patna, Meeraun and 
5ie Engl& mamhed againft Pulwaun Sing, who fled to the hilly 
country for ^^»ity; >t the fame time fending offers of fubmif- 

lion which Wefo'"acie^ed/''Kahmarain'''perft^1itedrtlfe'j^^ na- 
vob* to return to Patna;v"Whfch''h%^yiM^‘''W being fatigued 
with the campaign, leaving Ramnarain and the colonel to adjuft 
affiir^ with the zemindar. Pulwaun Sing honourably infifted on 
the pardon of my father and the continuance of his Jaghires, 
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before lie would accept his own, which was granted. God be 
praifed, that what I had forefeen, came to pafs. The Englifli 
approved much the letter I had written to them &r the prince, 
and, being moved with* compaflion, colonel Clive fent him a 
fum of money. All affairs being concluded with Pul waun Sing, 
Ramnarain and the Englifli returned to Patna. 

Meeraun being now anxious to return to Moorlhudabad, pro" 
pared for his departure i but firft wiflied to drive from his fer- 
vice Aflaulut Khan and feme other officers, of whole at- 
tachment he and his father had entertained fome fufpicions, 
but had concealed their jealoufies on account of the prince’s 
invafion, left they flbould have Joined him. Meer Jaffier had 
inftrudled his fbn to leave them behind him without their in- 
formation, left rage might provoke them to attempt his perfon j 
but the truth is, they had no defigns inimical to the father or 
the Ibn. They had ever been attached to 
that account were difplaced - fervice of government by 

: out :;ohip^cpheht:-;ffi^vtweIve^■ moaffis,^: . 

dent already related, obliged to join the prince’s army, I wrote 
a letter to Dilleer Khan, with whom I had ^ exchanged turbansj 
^hviljng fcrvice, and requefting him 

to efcort^ 1^ cainp. He 

that his own head flbould be feeurity for my honour j but that as 
for deferting Meer Jaffier, he never wouldi though he flbould be 

• ^ Meeraun, agreeably to the inftruaions of his father, till the 

arrival, of -I^amnarain pretended much friendfliip for Dilleer Khan, 
but afterward' - ffirbad him his' prefencO, and -departed , fuddenly 
in boats towards the capital, leaving him and his followers un- 

• By exchange of turhans, peifons adopt each other as brothers. 
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der long arrears of pay. Finding he could 
from Raninarain, who pleaded, that he had 
him money, Dilleer Khan, with his friends and followers, w 
to Teekaury, arid offered their fervices 4 o Futteh Sing and, Boo- 
niaud Sing, relations df the late Sunder Slhg, who entertained 
them. Not long afterttards, Dilleer Khan joined, Kaumgar Khan, 
the zepaindar of Terhoot, in , a petition to the prince, that he 
would march again towards Patna, and bis highnefs readily 
embraced their offers of afliffance, Dilleer Khan would have 
prevailed on me to join theni, but I refufed, and repaired to 
Patna. Ramnaraiii would have denied me a refidence, at the 
iriftigation of Moorlydher nnd others; but Mr. Fullerton, fur- 
geori to the Englilh fe^toiy, bjr permiffion of Mr. Amyatt, the 
.chief, gave nae apartments at his own houfe, T being intimately 

prince’s -apfm:fe:hf^Bimttaiiia.,en , with .. his., fot^#.,,.at^^ f^ 

diftance from the cify, and Was. Jomed by captain, Qpchran, with 
fome Englilh foldiers, iepoys, and fome pieces of artillery. 

The prince had eroded the Carumnafla, and jufr entered the 
5,;||hDy|n|0:^!lff he ' received, intelligence:: .of , I, the;?:m^^ 

iojF^hifihtheriAilumgfeeT'Zti:;^:!^ 

mlinyi W 

fence, and aflung his advice on this event. My father, in reply, 
recommended him to affume irnmediately the imperial authority, 
to fend the * inkftand of the vizarut to Shujah ad Dowlah, fou- 
bahdar of Otide, and the khelaut of ameer al amra to Nu^- 
jeeb ad Dowlah Afghaun chief; alfo to difpatch 

Munneer ad Etowlah, .oa;.;an emb^ to Ahme-d Shaw Abdallee, 
to requeft his chiefe 

of Hindoofran to acknowledge him as ethperor. The prince, 

' ' : . ' ■ • accords* 


* The vizier is invefted in office by a prefent of an inkftand and canopy 
from the emporor. 
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accordingly, afcended the throne, by the title of Shaw Aulum, 
and adted according to my father’s advice. He was now joined 
by Kaumgar Khan with five thoufand horfe, Diileer Khan, and 
Aiiaulut Khan, with their followers, when he proceeded to en- 
gage Ramnarain, who was defeated, and with difficulty gained 
the city. Captain Cochran and Mr. Barweil were killed, with 
fome foldiers and fepoys ; but the remainder of the Engliffi, 
having fpiked one of . their cannon, retreated in good order to 
Patna. Raja Moorlydher and Omar Khan, a principal chief, 
were taken prifoners. The emperor and Kamgaur Khan did 
not purfue the enemy, having fuffered much in the adtion, and 
ioft; the two gallant chiefs Diileer Khan and Afiaulut Khan. 
Had the royal army followed the fugitives, - it’ is mofi: probable, 
Patna would have fallen without refinance. For fome days the 
city was in the utmoft confufionj but at length, no enemy ap- 
pearing, the fpirits of the inhabitants revived. 

' ; The emperor ; next march^. 

advancing fiom Moorlhudabaid j but the royal army was defeated 
1^ the gallantry of the Engliffi. f n this adiioh hleeraun was 
wounded. Shaw Aulum, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, now 
haftened by forced marches through the hills, in hopes of fur- 
prizing Meerjaffierin his capital; but the navob having timely 
intelligence from his fon*Meeraun, was prepared; upon which the 
royal army retreated, and marched by another route towards 
Patna, hoping, as Meeraun had moved towards Moorffiudabad 
to the affiftance of his father, that the city would fall an eafy 
prey before he could return to relieve it. Unfortunately for 
them, they halted a few days at Bahar, which gave time to 
Ramnarain to prepare for defence; for the greater part of his 
troops were with Meeraun, and only a few fepoys in the EngUffi 
fadory. Upon intelligence of the approach of the enemy, as 
many troops as were in the neighbouring diftrids were called 
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in and Mr. Amyatt encreafed his force to about three com» 
names of fepoys, from the feveral ftations. At length the enemy 
Lmmenced the fiege, and a few nights after, Mr. Law and 
his Frenchmen attempted, an efcakde, but were deteated by the 
vkilance and aftivity of the Engldh and Raja Shutabroy. They 

reoeated their attempt a fecond evening in a different quarter, 
wfth the feme ill fuccefs; but the fpirhs of the S^rrifon begn 
to fall, efpecially of Ramnaram and his followers, when they 
Ire reviL by the arrival of an Englifli detachment under 
captain Knox, who had marched from Burdwan m_ thirteen days, 
and reached the bank of the river oppofite the city t 
ing after the laft aflault. The following ^ 

made a felly opon the befiegers, who w^e eafaly defeate^ 
Kaumgar Khan now retired towards Gyah Maunpore with me ■ 

Shaw Aulum repeatedly jfemmoned^^^^^ 
fence, but he, unwilling to oiFend the navob of Bengal, evaded 
coming; till at length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him, detach- 
ed Shiipaf^ plunder his jaghue j he w^ men 

irid to comp^^^ 

parture to the royal camp. Upon this, Ramnaram endeavoured 

; of-' the':Engliih ::::againff;,^ 

ing, that my father, notwithffanding the reff oration ot his jag- 
hire, was leagued with the enemy and I with him, at the 
feme time that I 'enjoyed the Englifh proteftion. Mr. Amyatt 
to me on the fubjedt, and defired I would write to per- 
my father from JoidiiJg the emperor. I told him, “ that 
« my writing would be 'of tto efeft, while m was ex- 

** Doled to the ravages of the enemy ; But that, if he diould 
« be allowed to come and refide in the city, he would wiU 
« lingly avoid going to the emperor; that as for myfelf, I^had 
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not the leaft correfpondcnce with the enemy, finee my ar- 
** rival at Patna.’* Mr. Amyatt faw the juftice of my re- 
marks, and alTured me of his protection; but defired I would 
write, which I did, declaring as before, that my father mufl 
of neceffity obey the emperor, while he and his family were in 
the open country expofed to his dilpleafure. It fo happened, 
he repaired to the royal camp againft his inclination, and was 
honoured with the firfl: place in his majdly’s confidence. 

The enemy continued in the country of Kaumgar Khan and 
Teekaury, waiting the fuccefs of the embafly to Ahmed Shaw 
Abdallee. At this period, Khadim Houfiein Khan, being fear- 
ful of the treachery of Meeraun, refolved to join the emperor; 
and having feized all the money he could from the inhabitants, 
marched from Poorneah with five or fix thoufand horfe, about 
feven thoufand infantry, and upwards of forty pieces of artil- 
lery, towards Patna, and foon arrived ^ pea.r Hajeepore, on the 
bank of the river ppp9fite ^|hc^P^^ done this before 

'the::;:jriwal^;;bf;:^captain:-Knox,,';'H 

into the hands of the emperor, and Khadim Houffein Khan 
would have acquired great honour. Ramnarain, upon intelli- 
gence of his approach, confulted with Mr. Amyatt ; who ob- 
ferved, that as the emperor was at a diftance from the city, 
the raja fhould detach the greater part of the forces with cap- 
tain Knox, who had undertaken to crofs the river and engage 
with Khadim Houfiein Khgin. Ramnarain was aftoniihed he 
fhould think of attempting it with fo fmall a force j but Mr. 
Amyatt preffing him, he promifed to prepare his troops to join 
the Englifh. Mr. Amyatt alfo defired the afliftance of Raja 
Shittabroy, who with great willingnefs Joined captain Knox with 
his followers, about two hundred horfe and foot. The En^ifli 
detachment confined of three or four companies of fepoys, one 
©f Europeans, and two field pieces of artillery. The troops of 

C e e 2 Ramnarain 
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Ramnarain, according to the ufage of the prefent times, delay- 
ed their march to fettle arrears of pay and other aftairs, fo 
that not one man of them joined the captain; but on the con- 
trary, Hummeed ad Dien, a principal jemmautdaur, endea- 
voured to perfnade Shittabfoy to return, by reprefenting the folly 
of attacking' fuch a force as Khadim HouflHn Khan’s with a 
handful of men, and infinuating that Ramnarain wiflied his de- 
ftrudtion, and would be glad of the defeat of his own troops, 
to whom he owed confiderable arrears; but that he and other 
•officers had refolved not to rifk their lives and fortunes by 
joining Ae rafli, infatuated Englilh. Shittabroy, however, was 
not to be diverted from his attachment, and accompanied cap- 
:;:;:tai::::iiiciii|pe;::riyer:^ 

"^A&-A«iBei|iiitiori|^of:':-;Ranmara^^ 

-’eh||K3yerei':defia^ ^ flaughter,: :;;iand;.{t|:e | 

part of Aeir baggage and trtaiery. Upon Ais Khadim Houffiem 
Khan retreated towards the diftrB: of ButteA, and capt^ 
Knox, unable to pdrfue him, left the abfence of his detach- 
ment Aould leave Patna expofed to the emperors army, re- 

■ days • -after ; the 

his acquireft the oonfidence of 

the EngHffij 

event, JVIeeraun, who had marched^ fo 

MoorAudabad upon intelligence of the defedtion of Khadim 
Houflein Khan, arrived near Patna ^ with his own army and the 
EngliA forces under Ae command of colonel Galliaud. With- 
out entering the city^^ A^ crofted the river in putfuit of the 
rebels ; who having already been defeated by fo few of Ae 
EngliA, ftrove now only 

Vinces. He kept up a fort of running fight for feveral days 
wit'h Ae navob, till his prpgrefs was ftopped by Ae hills and 
the river Ghunduc; fo that he muft inevitably have fallen into 




gloomy to Meeraun and his affociates, and the iplendour of the 
day of his life and profperity changed to the hlacic night of 
deflrudion. About a third part of the night was elapled, when 
his companions, with his attendants, were difmhled. Meeraun, 
to guard againfl: the violence of the ftorm, quitting his large 
tent, retired to a fmaller one, called, from the inventor of it, 
a Dulleel Khaunee, low, and without walls, fecured by ftrong 
pegs fixed in the ground very clofe. A favourite courtezan, 
with whom he generally flept, alfo two or three other fingiiqg 
girls, a ftory-telleri and a domeftic to '’pat his limbs, were 
:With. him.; :;4^;,.the ■;iife;;of^:;lfe 

pat Ms fiseti add the^^^^^^ft to the 

death. God knows, whether he was fleeping, or his eye wake- 
ful in expedation of the meffenger of fate, when, in the height 
of a moft heavy Ihower, the threatening thunder of avenging 
anger roared, and the lightning of wrath defcended on the 
head of Meeraun j who reached the place of final vengeance in 
the pofture in which he lay upon his bed. The fame flafli 
failing on the domellic and the fiory- teller, killed them alfo. 

* This is the true account of Meeraun’s death ; which Mr. Burke, deceived 
by falfe reports, in the opening of hts charges againft Mr. Haiiings, attributed 
to the treacliery of the' Engliih government.' , • ' 

This patting of the limbs is common in the Eaft, to promote circulation 
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Some time after the accident, when die fury of *e ftorm had 
abated, the attendants, whofe turn it was to watch, coming m, 
S them in the fleep of death, and immediamly, withou no* 

or clamour, informed fome of the' principal ofltcets whofe mnte 

were neareft. Upon examination, fire or fix 
found on the back part of his head, and, on his bcaiy, ftreafe 
like the marks of a whip. His feymetar, which ^ 

head on the bed. had alfo holes in it, and p« of the point 

was melted. The teatpoie appeared as if rotted. 

Meeraun was of a bloody and wireientlng difpofitlon. With 
himi the flighteft jealoufy was fufficient to bring death on it& 
objedt. By his inftigation, Khaujeh Hadee Khan an 

feaied feveml women of hfe haram with his own hand, and 
would boaft of i thb aa. %ing, tMs ^ was the true 
« clearing up doubts, and eafihg the mind of jealoufies Witti 
this favage ferocity, he procured the death of Ameena Begum 
and -Goofeety Begum, the daughters of Mahabut Jung, whom 

was f^nd 

b M had relblved to cut off 

the Gohclufioh of 

himfelf of the difloyal, and fit down in repofe with liis friends. 
But the Almighty, who is proteaor of the univerfe, would not 
perJt fuch bfrbaV Wh^n he beholds a people immerfed in 
wickednefs, he commits the guidance of power over them to 
a tyrant, that he may punifli their offences : but he lets not 
that tyrant remain for eyef over his fervants. The government 
of the oppreffive has permanency, for the feripture truly 
fays, “ Dominion may continue ' even with 'iHfidelity, but cannot 
« v^ith cruelty. If, indeed, after neceffary feverity, the cruel 
« become juft, he may eftaWifti their powers or elfe, remedy- 
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« ing evil by evil, he fends one more cruel than themfelves to 
** overthrow their profperity.” 

On the nineteenth, in the morning early, the fate of Mee- 
raun was difclofed by his fervants to colonel Calliaud, the com* 
mander of the Englifli army, who agreed with them on the 
propriety of concealing his death from the troops. The body 
being opened in his prefence, the bowels were taken out and 
buried on the fpot. Orders of march were iflued, and the 
corpfe was carried, drefled as if alive, upon an elephant, a re- 
port being given out that Meeraun was indifpofed ; but his 
death was foon fpread abroad, and the carrying of his corpfe 
in this manner was regarded as an expofure of it, in revenge 
for the difgrace offered to the body of Serauje ad Dowlah. 
Colonel Calliaud when arrived near Butteah prepared a hearfe, 
and fent off the corpfe to the Ganges, where it was embarked 
in a boat, and carried down to Raujemahal fcr interment. The 
army then ’ returned to - Patna,, 

lub, . Meeraun’s de wan, wherb it remained during the rainy 
feaibn V the eniperor ffill con^ in the vicinity of T^ek^ 
and raifing contributions in the 'diftri<fls for his fupport. About 
this time, fome changes took place among the Engiifh. Colonel 
Clive had returned to Europe, leaving Mr. Holwell in the 
government till the arrival of Mr. Henry Vanfittart, who was 
appointed to fucceed him, from Madrafs. Mr. Amyatt, hav- 
ing received fame flight, repaired to Calcutta, where colonel 
Calliaud was alfo ordered, and the command of the Englifh 
army at Patna devolved upon major Carnac. 

The navob Meer Jaffier having, through grief for the death 
of his fon, lofl: what underflanding he poffeffed, the public 
affairs became neglected, and confufion pervaded every depart- 
ment. The navob, from neceffky, encreafed the confequence 
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of Ms fon in law Meer Caafim Khan, to whom he had a great 
averfion, and fent him to negotiate fuaie bulmeis at Cucutta; 
Xre. during his agency, he m.preffed tire 
cii of his fuperiority of ability for government 
jier or his fon j and, indeed, he was eminently diftmgar.hed 
among his coteitporaries and family for penetration and ton- 
dua. Havij^ finiftied his embally, he returned to ^ 
who. pkafed at his fuccefs, ihe«ed h.m more kmdnefi than 
formerly, and he became of mnth influence at court. 

At this time the troops, being greatly in arrears, furrounded 
the balace in a mutinous manner, demanding payment j an 
Meer^kuOm dW the addfeli to quell them, by offering hun- 
r V fnr the rcdrcfs of thck grievances. Soon after 

felf as fecurity for the renreis «i g r^lcntta 

m it became neceiary for hnn m tepatr agam to Ca cu^. 

would not didw iffth to '^rei^t^ him \ ■ ; 

Mr. Vanfittart was by this time arrived. To^ him Meer 
Cauflm related the negleia of the m»ob m the affairs of his 
>^me«, the difordered ftate of the revenues and army, and 

“fc offtlm hou^^ ' U:,; Mun“ny Li^I 

S“Ak^ Sing Hatoah, over eve^ Ws'jidgi 

fittart who was unequalled among the Enghlh for his judg 
.^ift’end abilities in Vte affairs, perceive! that Meer Cauhm 
Khan was among ah the relations aiid lervants of the navob 
moft diftinguiflied in Hsderftanding, and he. wiihed to form lome 
plan for the regulation of the declining pm*«ifes.^ ? °TTht 

to him that Meer ICto iflrodM with the 

ndtliLdon of the government, as the deputy of his &tb« 
in law the navob, to whom he fliould regularly pay a lum 

, adequate to the proper fnpport of his dignity. He laid hts^ plan 
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before the council for their advice and approbation, and the 
majority alTented to its execution; but Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Ellis, 
Mr. Batfon, and major Carnac, difapproved the meafure. Though ' 
the inability of Meer Jaffier was not fo problematical as not 
to be perceived by them, efpecially Mr. Amyatt j yet, as he 
wiflied his own party to prevail over Mr. Vanfittart, he op- 
pofed his plans, according to the maxim, * It is impoffible to 
“ love Alee, and not hate Maweeah.” The two parties ac- 
cufed each other, in their letters to Europe, of every mif- 
management j and their mutual enmity caufed the ruin of num- 
bers, as I foall hereafter relate. The governor’s party being the 
Ilrpngeft, his meafures took place. Meer Caufim w^as congra- 
tulated on his fuccefs, and returned to Mooiihudabadj where 
it was agreed that Mr. Vanfittart fliould repair to execute his 
plan. This he did very fpeedily, accompanied by Mr. Haftings 
and fome other gentlemen, with a detachrnent of the arrny. 

Upon the governor’s arrival 'at Moradbaug, a garden houfe 
oppofite the city, on the bank of the river Baugruttee, Meer 
Jaffier the next morning came to vifit him, and was informed 
of the plan agreed upon by the council, which he flrenuoufly 
refufod to accede to, though Mr. Vanfittart ufed every argu- 
ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity, 

but that he only meant, by appointing Meer Caufim his deputy, 
to eafe him of a load of cares, which his infirm ftate of health 
rendered him incapable of bearing, and to refcue his honour 
and fafety from the dangers they fuftained by the ill behaviour 
of Ignorant and felf-intereiied mmifiers. After fome time, the 
navob took leave, and returned to his palace. On the way 
back, he met Meer Caufim, who was coming to Moradbaug, 

VoL. 11. ■ O d d and 

» The faiT-ily of Alee, fon in law of. Mahuromud, was deftroyed by the 
caliph Maweeali, who is held m ifehorrence by the fc£l of the iomier on 
dhat; • account. ' • 
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and commanded him to return; but he pretended not to hear^ 
and proceeded. 


When Meet Caufim heard what had paflcd, from the gover- 
nor, he exprelTed his fears that the navob’s having been in- 
formed of his plan, without being obliged to its execution, 
would prove hazardous to his (afety. Mr. Vanfittart exprefied 
uncertainty how to adt; upon which Meer Caulim was llill 
more alarmed, faying, “ If you are at . a lofs, what mufl I be, 
who am without any other fapport ?” It being now dinner 
time, the governor retired to table, and Meer Caufim to a 
feparate apartment. Here he confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan, 
who advifed him to wait patiently for another converfation with 
the governor, and to fee how he would adt: that^ if he gave 
up the plan, he could retire with his permiflion imtpigpBeer- 
boom and join the emperor, who would gladly recede him. 
Meer Caufim refolved on this ftep, as a laft refource to fecure 
himfelf from the jealoufy of the navob, fhould the Englifii give 
up their defign, and with much policy, for he would have been 
joined by many perfons of rank, and the troops, for whofe 
arrears he had ftood fecurity, were attached to him; which 
would have enabled him to have aflhmed independance. Din- 
ner being concluded, Mr. Vanfittart renewed the converfation, 
and it was at length determined, that Meer Jaffier Ihould be 
jEbrced to accede to his meafiires; for which purpofe he would 
accompany Meer Caufim to the palace the next morning. 

In the morning, Mr. Vanfittart, attended by the Englifh de- 
tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meer Caufitn 
and his friends. Repeated afiurances were fent to the navob, 
that no injury was intended to his perfon or dignity. Mr. 
Vanfittart endeavoured to perfuade him that the appointment of 

* A woody Bengal, 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

a deputy in fo near a relation, would reinftate his affairs from 
the confufion in which they were involved by the mifmanage- 
ment and rapacity of his prefent favourites, but in vain. Some 
time paffed in fending and receiving meffages, when the Eng- 
li£h, finding that the navob would not confent to their requeft, 
defired Meet Caufim to affume the mufnud in his own name, 
which he did without oppofition; the friends of Meer Jaffer, 
who remained in the haram, having moftly deferted him, through 
fear of the Engliih. Meer Jaffier had the offer of refiding at 
the capital, or Calcutta. He chofe the latter, and embarked in 
boats with his family, carrying with him unmolefted the treafures 
in the haram, the jewels and valuable efiedts, which had accumu- 
lated to an ineftimable amount, during the governments of the 
four laft navobs of Bengal. At Calcutta he built a palace for 
his refidence, and had a monthly allowance adequate to his 
dignity. 


A. 

A. 
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MEER CAUSIM KHAN. 



!M[eER Caufim Khan, on his acceflion to the mufnud, finding 
the treafory low, was diftreffed to pay off the arrears due to the 
troops, for which he had giv'en fecurity, and the debts of the 
Englifii; on which account he haftened to reform the revenues 
of the feveral diftrids. He gave Burdwan in mortgage to the 
Englifh, and pledged to them fome of his jewels. After muf- 
tering the army, and deteding the impofitions of Several officers, 
he fatisfied the troops, by paying them partly money, and 
partly by orders on the colledions. He fettled the difburfements 
of his houfehold, fo as not to exceed his revenue, and reformed 
feveral ufelefs departments, hitherto kept up for fiiew. He oblig- 
ed Cheeny Laal and Munny Laal to refund confiderable firms, 
which they had embezzled under the late government. Meer 
Caufim, being well acquainted with the circumftances of the re- 
lations and dependants of the three late navobs, now eraded 
money from all whom ,he knew to be rich, and even obliged 
feveral courtezans to refund fums and valuable effeds which they 
had received from Meer Jaffier and his fon Meeraun j nor did 
he fpare the women and eunuchs of Mahabut Jung, who had 
retired from the court and its affairs. In fliort, the advice of 
Saadee tlie poet, “ Why coHedeft thou not from every fubjed 
** a grain of filver, that thou mayeft form a treafiire?” He had 
attentively liftened to, and now ftridly followed. Raja Suknut Sing, 
who had held great offices under Mahabut Jung, voluntarily de- 
livered 
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livered up all his \vealth to Meer Caufim, who gave him up a 
part, and ever treated him with particular regard and attention, al- 
lowing him to fit clofe to his Mufnad in public. Having thus col- 
leaed a great treafiire, he fatisfied the army, and dilbanded fuch 
of the troops as he could not truft, levying others in their room j; 
after which he prepared to reduce the power of the refradtoiy 
zemindars. In fadl, this defcription of men are in general faith- 
lefs, and ready Upon the fimalleft commotion to forget the in- 
dulgence of their governors ; on which account former emperors 
never relied upon them, but always managed the pergunnahs by- 
their own officers. On this account, in their days, the provinces 
were fiourifhing, and men of all ranks fatisfied and fecure^ but 
fince the zemindars have been left uncontroaled in the govern- 
ment of their diilridfs, confufioU has prevailed, and the country 
is decaying. Meer Caufim having marched from Moorfliudabad 
againfi: Affud Zummaun Khan, raja of Beerboom, who had re- 
fufed to pay an additional demand of revenue, eafily defeated, 
him with the afiifiance of the. Englhh*,:^ 

It is now neceflary, for the fake of regularity, that I iliould 
return to the affairs of Patna and the occurrences in that province, 
fince the death of Meeraun. 

At the conclufion of the rains, major Carnae with the En- 
glifh army, accompanied by Ramnarain, Raujeboollub, and the 
forces of Meeraun, marched to Gyah Maunpore againfi: the em- 
peror and Kaumgar Khan, who were defeated, and Mr. Law 
was taken prifoner. Major Carnae alter the vidory fent Raja 
Shittabroy with propofals of peace, and an offer to vifit the em- 
peror, who at firfi: declined them, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, 
but on the i-emonfirances of my father, be feat again for the 
raja, and confented to an interview with the Englifli. Upon 
tliis, Kaumgar Khan, retired to his own country. Shaw Auluni 
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having moved nearer the Engliflx camp, appointed the next day 
to receive the major j who came agreeably to his promife, and 
after the cuftomary ceremonies, conduced his majefty to Gyah, 
from whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ftandard 
to Patna. 

Mc^l/SCaufim, upon intelligence of this event, haftened from 
Beerbopni to Patna, much alarmed at the connexion of the Eng- 
lifli with the emperor, efpecially as major Carnac was of Mr. 
Amyatt’s party, which had oppofed Mr. Vanfittart in his accef- 
fion to the foubahdary. He refufed to vifit his Majefty in his 

camp, either from fear of treachery, or pride, but, after much 

negotiation, confented to pay his refpedts to him at the Engliflt 
fadtoryj which was accordingly adorned for the occafion, and a 
throne placed upon the dining tables, which were covered with 

a 4rich mufnud. Shaw Aulum came to the fadory on the day 

appointed, and Meer Caufirn being introduced, made the cuftom- 
ary offerings, and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks 
of favour, when he agreed to pay the emperor * twenty four 
lacs of rupees annually from the revenues of the three provinces. 
After the interview, the emperor took up his refidence in the 
citadel, and the navob returned to his own camp; but being 
jealous of my father’s attendance on his majefty, he prevailed 
on the Englifh to procure the royal order for his return to his 
jaghire, which they did, though againft their inclinations, to 
quiet his fuipicions. 

Shaw Aulum, after fome ftay at Patna, having received in- 
vitations from hia vizier Shujah ad Dowiah and other chiefs, 
marched from that city to join him, greatly to the fatisfadion 
of the navob, who feared that the attachment of the Englifh to 
himfelf might be weakened by their regard for the royal caufe. 
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Meer Caufim had long wifhed to demand of Ramnaram an 
account of the difburfements and receipts of his government, which 
had never been given in, fince the death of Serauje ad Dow- 
lahj and the navob, who was intimately acquainted wdth bufi- 
nels, well knew that the deputy had converted great fums to 
his own life. The protedtion afforded Ramnaram by the Englifh, 
alone prevented him from proceeding to extremities f and the 
raja, depending Upon their fupport, payed no attention to the 
juft demands of the navob. Mr. Macguire, the chief of Patna, 
was of Mr. Vanfittart’s party, and fupported Meer Caulimj but 
major Carnac and Mr. Hay oppofed his demands upon the raja. 
In this ftate of affairs, the navob, knowing my intimacy with 
Mr. Amyatt, fent me to Calcutta, that I might endeavour to 
make that gentleman his friend, and to confent to Ramnarain’s 
being left at his, difcretion. Soon after this, colonel Co«5te 
was appointed to the army at Patna, and Ramnarain, thinking 
it his intereft to excite jealoulies in the minds of the Englilh 
againft the navob, bribed the "colonel’s Ipies to convey him iaife 
intelligence, which he too eagerly believed. Thefe men carried 
their impofitions fo far, as to affure the colonel that Meer Cau- 
hm had fixed a day for attacking him by furprize i upon which 
the colonel, early on the morning mentioned, went with fome 
armed men to the navob’s camp j but finding no figns of pre- 
paration, and the navob afleep, he was vexed at his credulity, 
and returned without feeing Meer Caufim; to whom he excufed 
himfelf by a meflage, that he had come with intention to vifithim, 
but hearing he was afleep, would not difturb his repofe. The 
navob complained to the council of this behaviour, which he 
attributed to its juft caufe, the intrigues of Ramnarain, of which 
they were now convinced. Colonel Coote was recalled, and orders 
fent to the gentlemen at Patna, that they flbouid not interfere 
between the navob and his deputy. 
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This event rendering my farther ftay at Calcutta needlefs, 
I returned to Patna i and indeed it was in vain that I endeavour- 
ed to draw Mr. Arayatt over to friendfliip for the navob. He 
one day faid to me, “ You well know, that I have no regard 
« for Ramnarain, but, on the contrary, diilike him; yet, as I 
have from the beginning taken an oppolite party to the go- 
** vernor, and oor diiputes are referred to England, I cannot 
befriend Meer Caufim without contradicting my own ai^er- 
tions. If a decifion fliall arrive in favour of the governor’s 
** party, he will not feek ray help; but if my opinions are ap- 
** proved, and the government committed to my charge, ihouid 
the navob offer me his friendfhip, I fhall have no objection 
** to return it.” Upon this, I wrote freely to Meer Caufim 
the determinations of Mr. Amyatt and his friends. 


nawh, upon 

Ramnarain to give in his accounts, which he did. In them the 
raja had put down large fums paid to jaghiredarsi but the 
navob required the receipts of the perfbns faid to have receiv- 
ed them, as vouchers for the payment; alfo raufter rolls of the 
troops, and the books of the feveral payoffices of each corps, 
as proof of the exadnefs of the difburfements ; for which pur- 
pofe he ordered the fervants of the raja in each department to 
attend with their papers. Ramnarain, confcious, of his mif- 
management and embezzlements of the colledions, was alarm- 
ed, and at a lofs how to ad, being no longer fupported in his 
contumacy by the EngHfh. So-ne of his friends advifed hsm. to 
relift the navob by force; but, as he was void of perfonal 
courage, he faw no remedy but fubmiflion, having firll pre- 
vailed on fome of the heads of offices to fly with their ac- 
counts, in hopes by that means to confufe the navob’s auditors, 
and cover his own defalcation. Meer Caufim, upon this, put 
a guard over his houfe, to prevent his eicape, and having de- 

i teded 
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tea:e4 embezzlements of large fums from the revenues, the jag- 
hires, and pay of the troops, confifcated his effeds. About 
»feven lacs of rupees in money and goods were found in his 
houfe, and nearly the fame fum was recovered from perfons 

The effeas of Gongabilhen, his treafurer,. and Munfaram his 
anker, were alfo feized, under pretence of having concealed his 
treafures. A large fum was alfo colleaed from Moorlydher and 
the cutwal of the city, who had been partners in guilt with 
the raja; nor was a fingle perfon of his dependants exempt 

trom fines or confifcation fo that the navob acquired a er^t 
treafure. ^ s 

Meer Caufim having fettled thefe affairs to his fatisfadtion, 
entered the with much pomp, as a proof to the 

inhabitants of his poffeffing full authority in his government, 
which in faa he did not, tiU the fubmiffion^ 

pr^onS'mXdS Moorlydher 

prhoner to Dacha, and- Ameed Roy, the royroyan, . with revend 

other perfons, to Moorflindabad. Having obtained from the 
emperor the^dewanny of the^province, the government of Rhotas 
Ghur, and the jaghires of Eatimaud ad Dowlab, wliich had 
ten under the dMion of Raja Shittabroy, he demanded of 
him an account of his condufti bat he refufed to fubmit, and 
with feme ihithful followers refolved to defend his hoiife againft 
the troops of the navob j but the Englifli, who owed great 
obligations to Shittabroy fer his affiftance in the battle with 
Khadim Houffein Khan, prevailed with Meer Caufim to fub- 
mit his claims upon him to the decifion of the council, which 
he did, depending on the governor’s fupport of his caufe. Shit- 
accompanied major Carnac to Calcutta; but 
E e e 


tlioufaod pounds* 

Yiziar’ to Mahummud Shaw, 
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c nn enaulfv, no fault could be proved upon him, the gover- 

Z Zd counca granted him an efcnrt to ^ 

L of the provinces fuhjea to Meet Caufim, into the temt 
rfe of the Mvob of Ondc, where he chofe to retire. 

Meer Gaufim, fince his acceffion, had paid f 

fo the fonaung hia army, which he greatly ftrengthened by the 
Sd"a^egnlar Liery^and ieveral “ « 
rlothed and difciplined like the Engliflu alfo a body ot re^ 
ft Thefe were commanded by Gregory, an Armenian, 

tfo^S^didilUed by the title of Goorgeen Khan, ^nd was 
tlie chief confidant and advifer of the navob. With this force 
he refolved to reduce the power of the Bahar zeminto, who 
had hitherto been too independant on government. He com- 
manded the»r«ll to attend hia F*"- 

inenuniftiment forthis foppoEt of the emperor, Iheltercd mm 
Sff rSTmounodnons Ffts rf bis conntryy ^ refnfed to obey 
the fummons. Boonniaud Sing and Futteh Sing of Teekaury, 
miyin. on their fideUty during the lall invafion of Shaw Aulum 
S pToteaion. came in. but were immeduitely ordered into 
con&iement. Pulwaun Sing and other zemindars of Bhojepore 
refnfed fubmiffioni u^n wWch, the navob prepared to march 
in perfon againft them, ani detached a confideraUe force undei 

his nephew Abou Alt Khan to reduce Kannigar Khan. 

Uoon the approach of the navob, the zemindars of Bhoje- 
nore Ivacnated their diftrias, and fled acroft the Ganges into 
die dominiolis of Shnjah ad Dowlah; and Meer Canfim, hav- 
ing aooointed confidential 0ffic«ta.for the proteaion ot the coun- 
ts mcamMd for feme time at SaffaranlJ after whch he re- 
Z’n.i to Patna, and .from thence to Monghyr whicfr fortrels 
he had ordered to be repaired, intending to make it prin- 
cipal jefidence. During his flay at Saffaram, feveral perfona 
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were put to death, and others con^ned on fulpicbn of trea« 
chery, which occafioned the Englifh to remonftrate upon his 
cruelty i but as, by the articles of the treaty with him, they 
could not interfere in the government of the provinces, he little 
regarded it, thinking it fufficient to inform them, that he had 
reafons for his conduit. 


As it is incumbent on the recorder of events and adions 
of men to Ipeak the truth, I fliall now mention ibme of his 
good deeds, as I have already done the evil. Though Meer 
Caufim from experience was very fufpicious of the fidelity of 
the troops of Bengal, and the attachment of the great to their 
patrons, and therefore, for flight offences, puniflied with confif- 
cation and death j yet, in judicial proceedings, in criminal and 
civil affairs, and difputes between man and man, in regular 
payment of his army and houfehold, in attention to the learn^ 
ed, ill a liberal oeconomy and well-jud|;i^ .^boupjy ' to all, he 
was the mirror of his age. ■ ,^w Xii^f'd3ys^*in*~ the week, after the 
nmgt of former times,, he held a 'court' of' jamcej at which 
he reviled the fentences of the^^^ i^ courts, and examined 
himfelf the plaintiff and defendant, with their witneflesi fo that 
it was not poffible for any officer of juftice to change wrong 
into right for a bribe. H the owners of fmall 

villages and farms from the rapacity of the great zemindars, 
who in the time of Ramnarain- in Bahar had uforped the 
rights of the poorer landholders. He coined the coflly deco- 
rations of the » Lnaum Bareh, prepared by Serauje ad Dowlah 
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into money, and diflxibuted it to 
the poor and pilgrims to the holy fepulchres, with an additional 
fum from his own purfe. His neglea of the claims of his de- 
pendants I never heard one perfon complain of ^ but it is cer- 

■ Ee.e.a - , ■ . ' tain 

* The place in which the celebration of die annual mourning for the Imaums, 
or family of Alee, is celebratedv 
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J- u Aeir dread of his feverity, that no one flept 
tain alio, fuch was th a iv/r pr Ciufim wiflied to be upon 

with faurity i« his f=m«. f Meat tofim whW Dowlah, he 

an equality m rank T b right thou&nd and title 

procured from the emperor the ^„pver mentioned but 

of *Ali Jahi from which time he was never mentione 

hy that appellation. 

Some difputes having arifen tomU, 

hlh and the navob, concemmg duties on met h 
ed by the latter, Mr. Vanfittart , paid “ finable 

on his way to Patna, m* a view o ht be 

ifcuffion, and fettle a plan for future ‘“him , bout 

- V The navob oame to meet iiim aooui. 


■cable to both parties. TO navoo . - 

'nnles ftom Monghyr, where 

lays with s»t d{4endour, ,Ss ocifion 

;o give him lome men y , . r t ^ Vtnnpd it never would 
Biiy had a fine army, but for h- fta„d, 

be oppofed to an Enghfli one, again _ jji„dooftan relied with 
that at prefent the honour and welfare^ could dif- 

Sm and nothing but his breaking with the Enghfli coul 

thet. He advifed him to combat his ““'y ^ 

he P», when he would be fure of vifioty, and to fo ow * 
rfes which he had laid down for Europeans and rnttives 

their condud: to each other. 

At this intetview 'Meer Caufim complained, that m^h m^- 

1 J- ifc^A the cuftom houfes free of duty, under the name 
^Sllh^ trade, beloiJgtog' to. oiier perfons, by which his re- 
f ilff -thefelbre L hoped that all goods, 

ir ho e® 1- company, Ihould be made Uable to the cut 

but tfaoie or obferved, that it would be diffi- 

tomary duties, ine govciuu* 

■■ ■ ’ ^ 'Exalted 'in dignity.,' •;:; v 


bengai..'^^^ 

cult to annul a privilege which had been for fome time iifual, 
but that he would, on his return to Calcutta, endeavour to 
redily the abufej and advifed him, till he fliould hear from 
him on the fubjed:, to permit matters to remain as they were. 
Meer Caufim, prefuming on tlris promife, refolved to colled the 
cuftoms, and wrote to his officers^ that as he expeded fliortly 
permihion for tlie purpofe, they ihould contrive to fcop by one 
pretence or other, all goods till its arrival. The officers, eager 
to otey, but not pofleffing fuffident caution, began immediately 
to enforce their orders and demand duties with great rigour j 
upon which the Engliffi chiefs of Patna, Dacca, and other places, 
whofe agents they had ill treated, took the officers of the cuf- 
toms prifoners, and complained to their government, from whom 
they had yet received no intimation of the abolition of the pri- 
vilege of trade, which had not yet been agitated in council. 

The navob was at this time on his . nnfuc- ' 

country to the north eaft of 
|ai^ gold, whidi he was eager fo poflelS. 

The intelligence of the boldnefs of the Engliffi, made him re- 
turn to Monghyr with greater expedition. Pie paffed Patna with- 
out vffiting, as ufual, the Engliffi chief, and iffued orders for 
feizing their native agents in the feveral diftrids, and fending 
them to his court. At the fame time, he difpatched an envoy 
to the emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah to fecure their affiftance, 
in cafe he ffiould find it advifeable to break with the Engliffi. 

By this precipitate condud of the navob, Mr. Vanfittart was 
prevented from procuring the aflent of his council to the plan 
he had intended, and obliged, by a majority of votes, to de- 
mand fatisfadion for the confinement' of the agents, and an ex- 
emption from duties in future.. The navob upon this ifiued 
orders to excufe the merchandize belonging to perfons of every 
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defcrlptlon^from^^^^^^ to evade the 

SomsfV muft, to avoid tho oppreffioa 

anniWato the coUeaioo. W.* r^^d to “^al- 

iMots he wrote, that when hts ihonld be hl^tea 
cLa, and arrive at Monghyr, he would fet thens free. 

' This determination offended the prevailing in councar 

t, It was intended to afltont them, by putting them, on 
with common merehantsi that if he meant to live m 
amitv ^th the Englifli. he muft excnfe their trade, as formerly, 
S from others i to attain which objeas, they would 
fend wftf to bW “ *= ambaflidors. Mr. V^- 

■toari: tog in a minority, was obliged to ^ecute the refolu- 

Meffieuts : Amyatt and Hay were fent to 

Mnnnhvr - but he' wtbte"' pny|tely to Meet Caufim, enttrating 
hh own fake to'comjffdr'&e pr«fiht>l^ 

4 Tncvvjtpver difao-reeable it might be to him, as a little time 
w3’ bring orders from Europe, that would fatisfy Ills utmoft 
m Lit if bv his raflinefr he fliould provoke a war, it 
S’be lt of hi^ power to heal the breach. The navob 
,1 this letter to Goorgeeu- Khan, and alked his advice how 
thinkU, fljat as he had feed among the EnglKh and 
hadl’-bS Vd at Calcutta, he was weU informed of their 
eenius and cuftoms. This man, mconfiderate, md concerted of 
frown ahiUties, recommended a difregard to the governor a ad- 
vice laying, that the prefent was a fttu^le or upenoruy e- 
Iw«n ie MVob aia the Engliflr, and if he gave np, he woidd 
twKn tne , that if he., now aded wtth 

2util, they would be cftiiged to fubmit:' Sdeer Caufiin was 
oveTme by to argument; and determined to foUim advtce. 
;^re»4 to banker Juggutt Sect, in cafe of a 

» P»kr„fi.. an eminent Annenian merchant. 
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talght affift the Englifh, as he had before done m the depofi- 
tion of Serauje ad Dowiah and on his own acceflion to the 
mufnud, he fent for him and his brother to Monghyr, where 
he commanded them to fettle, and placed fpies to obierve their 
condud. 

Thefe two perfons were grandlbns to Juggutt Sect Futteh 
Chund, the principal merchant and banker of Hindooftan, and 
inherited his immenfe wealth. They could, pay a bill of ex- 
change at fight for a ‘corore of rupees. When, during the firft 
invafion of the Mharattas in the time of Mahabut Jung, their 
warehoufes were plundered of two corores, the lofs was confi- 
dered by them, as trifling. Even at this time, when, fince the 
power of the Englifh their bufinefs has decreafed, every one of 
their defeendants is in a ftate of opulence and high credit.'’ 

When Meer Caufim heard of the ambafladors’ ^.^rival at Moor- 
ihudabad, he fent Abdo pll^^ meet him ; ob-. 

feri^ingr‘lBa!^s'*^^*^^r^ acquaintance of Mr. Amyatt’s, 

he would fpeak before us without referve, fo as to enable us to 
inform him of the true objed of the miffion. 

writer, and two head fpies, who were to at- 
tend us, difguifed as fervants, whenever we fhould vifit the 
Engllfla gentlemen, or they us, with orders to communicate daily- 
to the writer what at fucli times they might hear or fee s the 
particulars of which were to be conveyed to the neareft poft, 
and forwarded by exprefs for - his information. Under fuch cir- 
eumftances we proceeded, and met Mr. Amyatt at Gunga Per- 

land 1 

® A miUion fterling. 

* In the native adminiftrations, this houfe was.jfecurity for the renters of re- 
venue j and thds the collections in general pafled through their hands. Of late 
years, the Sects have leffened their concerns. Their houfe was plundered of a 
yaft fum by Meer Caufim, when he began his war with the Englifli, but is 
yet very wealthy and refpe^able. 
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faud j but during our embrace at the firft interview, contrived 
to hint to him that we were accompanied by fpies, which pre- 
vented him from talking too freely. We had feveral converfa- 
tions in our way to Monghyr, all of which were conveyed to 
the navob, by ourfelves and the fpies j but one day, to obviate 
his fufpicions of our referve, I faid to Mr. Amyatt, What 
** are the true objefts of. your embafly? we are well withers 
to both parties, and if you would communicate your fentiments 
freely, we will declare what we think for the benefit of both." 
Mr. Amyatt, with a loud voice, replied, “ You, natives, fpeak 
** before us what you think will pleafe us, and in prefence of 
“ the navob, what will pleafe him, fo that neither can learn 
** the truth j therefore I am come as ambaflador, that he may 
'Sf^S^jEentiments ■ ';ahd;';: we 

** and 1 haye. B^ occafion for your confidence or advice.” We 
wrote' the" albve^^tdlf .'the did _ the ^ ; fpies alio j and we. 
often repeated our requeii'^' |5*‘ the Englifh geiitleip®P» that he 
might not fuipedi us to be negledful of hia commands. At 
length, on our arrival at Bhaugulpore, we received an order, fet- 
ing forth, that as the Englifti gentlemen would not open their 
minds to us, our ftay with them was unneceflaiy. Upon this 
we took lea before them to Monghyr. When 

we arrived, the navob alked us feveral queftions, . and then dif- 
mifted usi but in a few hours after fent for me again. When 
I reached the palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with him, to 
whom the navob was relating what I had faid. I fati down at 
a diftance with Ah Ibrahim Khan. At length the navob called 
me to him, defirihg that I would repeat what I had heard from 
the Englifib, to GoQr|tefi;' Kh4i,, ;;l did fo j and the navob fiiew- 
ing figns of anger and urihefie^ ' Gootg€«h' Khan obferved, that 
if the bread of an Englifliman was to be cut open with a dag- 
ger, it would be impofiibie to (hicover the fentiments of his 
heart: then turning to me, he continued his queftions. I had- 

nofe 
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not laid much, when he impatiently exclaimed, Why are you 
fo tedious? I will afk you only your opinion on four points. 
What are the caufes of Mr, Amyatt’s coming ? Does he in- 
tend treachery to the navob? Is he come as a fpy, to learn 
the ftate of the fort and army ? Is he come with friendly or 
inimical defigns?” I was much diftreffed, but replied, “ I am 
“ aftonijQied at your queftions, after declaring that it is impoffi- 
“ ble to difcover the fentiments of an Engliiliman, even if you 
“ cut his breaft open with a dagger. How ihoiild I learn Mr. 

Amyatt’s thoughts? As for treachery, he is without troops, 
** and therefore has more caufe to apprehend it, than form de- 
** figns of pra6:iling it on others. With refpeil to being a fpy, 
** every one who enters the fort muft make obfervations, fo 
" that he has no caufe to come himfelf for information. As 
** to his intentions, they are thefe, to learn the fentiments of 
“ the navob from himfelf to the Englifli. If they are friendly, 
** he will be fo too j but if not, ^ rupture will certainly enfue 
** between his'gWMme^^^ The navob approved what 

I had faid, and difmified me ^ but Goorgeen Khan was much 
dhpleafed. 

Three days after the above converfation Mr. Amyatt arrived 
at Monghyr, and was vifited by the navob. The next day Mr, 
Amyatt returned the vifit, accompanied by Mr. Hay, captain 
Johnfon, and Mr. Gulfton, an amiable young man, who fjpoke 
the Perfic fluently, and two or three other gentlemen. Thofe 
were meerly vifits of ceremony j feveral others pafled, in which 
there were warm arguments and upbraidings on the part of the 
navob and the ambafladors. At one, Mr. Amyatt being treated 
difrefpeafully by the attendants at the palace gate, complained 
of the infult; which the navob attributed to the ignorance of 
his fervants : but Mr. Amyatt knew they dared not adt info- 
VoL. II. F f f . lently 
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iently without the pleafure of tlieir mafter, and bore the affront 
in his mind, though, from politenefs he accepted the excufes. 

Another day, Mr. Gulfton and captain Johnfon, agreeably to 
the cuftom of the Englifh, taking a ride into the country, were 
flopped by fome horiemen and “ peons, who threatened to fire 
upon them if they proceeded. They complained to the navob, 
who pleaded ignorance of the mifbehaviour of his p{=:ople. Such 
occurrences as thefe threw daily impediments in the way of 
friendfliip. The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and 
other principal fervants, who advifed amity and forbearance to 
the Englifej which he would often determine upon, but as often 
altered his opinion, from the incendiary councils of Goorgeen 
Khan. At length, All Ibrahim Khan freely told him, “ That 

'he wifhed: to, ; be ifi 

“ from his councils ; but that whether he meant war or peace 
** with the Englifh, it was unbecoming hik own dignity and the 
uiage of fiates, to afifont their am baffadors, whom he ought 
“ rather to diftinguifh more kindly than ever.” Meer Caufim 
was alarmed, and altered his behaviour- j upon which Goorgeen. 
Khan left off attending the durbar. 


At this time, fome Englifh boats laden with goods and five 
hundred mufqiiets on the way to Patna, vrere flopped by Goor- 
geen Khan ; upon which Mr. Amyatt remonflrated to the navob, 
but in vain. Ali Ibrahim Khan reprefented, that the navob was 
wrong in reftraining them, for, if the Englifh wifhed for war, 
the addition of five hundred m'ufquets was of little confequence. 
Upon this the navob afked, if he would declare this opinion 
before Goorgeen Khan. He anfwered, Gertainly. Meer Caufim 
then fent him to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to afk his opi- 
nion 5 but the Armenian infblently exclaimed, I am a foldier,. 


Foot foldiers. 
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and have no buiinefs to advife j let the navob confult with 
his minifters, and call for me only in the day of battle.’* 
Raja Nobut Roy being intimidated, was filentj but Ali Ibrahim 
Khan replied, “ The navob alks the advice of his general, and 
it is plain he has ever adted from it. Why then do you not 
** give your opinion vs^hat you think will be for his intereft.” 
Goorgeen Khan, placing his hands expanded together, faid, The 
** navob and the Englifli are like thefe, equal.” Then, fold- 
ing the fingers of one hand, he exclaimed, “ If the navob re-* 
*' folutely oppofes Mr. Amyatt, he will be like this hand, over 
the other; but if he fubmits to his demand, the contrary, 
crufiied and overpowered. He is the mafter, let him ait as 
he chufes.” Ali Ibrahim Khan communicated this to the 
navob without referve. All thoughts of conciliation were laid 
afide, and he prepared for war. Mr. Amyatt, feeing his ftay 
was ufelels, demanded his difmiffion ; which at firft was refufed, 
but, after much argument, the navob permitted him and the 
other gentlemen to depart, keeping, |diVi,:fiay as an hoftage for 
his agenit& 4 » 42 ©afiiie*#MffirtWt'€^ they fiiould be difcharged. 

Mr. Amyatt on his departure from Monghyr wrote to Mr. 
Ellis, the chief of Patna, to be upon his guard, as the difagree- 
ment with the navob, mufi: fliortly break out into an open rup- 
ture. Mr. Ellis, who regarded a declaration of war as certain 
when Mr. Amyatt fiiould reach Calcutta, having allowed as many 
days as he thought would carry him out of danger from the 
navob’s troops, refolved to poflefs himfelf of the city of Patna 
by furprize. Accordingly, near day break in the morning of 
Friday, the twelfth of Zeekaud, 1176, captain Carftairs, with a 
detachment of Europeans and fepoys, fcaled the walls with little 
oppofition, the guards being moftly oif their pofts, not fufped- 
ing an attack. He then formed his troops into two divifions, 
and marched firing towards the citadel, each division by a fe- 

F f f 2 parate 
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narate ftreet. Meer Mhadee Khan, the foubahdar, being infortn- 
Tlf the attack, colleaed aa many of his garr^n - h= -aid 
and oppofed the enemy; bat, after a (hort ftraggle, fled by way 
of .he"eaftem gate, with his followers, oat of “e «ty — 
Monghyr. An officer named Mahummud Ameen Khan,_ letiied 
into^thl palace of Chehul Settoon, relolved to defend it j and 
Laal Sing, the commander of the garnfon in the citade , .lu 
the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two place^ 
the whole city was now in the poflefiion ot the Engliffi, wh 
troops, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to 
plunder the houfes of the inhabitants. Meer Mhadee Khan on 
his arrival at Futwah, about fix miles from the city, met a de- 
tachment which had been fent to reinforce him tom ong 
hyr, and hearing alfo of the refiftance in the palace and_citadel, 
he refolved to attempt recovering the city from the Engliffi, 
and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaftem 
o-ate. The Engliffi on his approach drew up under the walls, 
with two pieces of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over 
the ditch; but were obliged to relinquiffi their poft by a fevers 
difcharge of rockets ; and having fpiked the cannon, they re- 
tired towards their fadory, and were purlued by the enemy. 
The remaM^^ the city, being alarmed, firi- 

lowed the example of their companions, and having gained the 
fadory, ffiut the gates. This being furrounded by the enemy, 
about midnight they retreated to their cantonments at Baukipore, 
and from thence in boats up the river to Chopperah, and to- 
wards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlah; but being attacked 
by the fojedaur of Sirkaur Saran, were obliged to lay down 
their arms, aud furrender themfelves prifoners, when they were 
fent in confinement to Monghyr. - 

The navob Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of tliis fuccefs 
of his arms, iiTued immediate orders to the officers of thefeveral 

diftrids 
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diftridis to flaughter every Englifhman in them. Mr. Amyatt, 
unfortunately for him, was at Moorfliudabad at this time. It 
was in vain that he defired to be fent prifoner to the navob. 

A Jemmautdaur, named Shawfowaur Beg, put him to death with 
his companions, and fent their heads to Meer Caufim. The 
Engliih fadtory at Caufimbazar was plundered the fame day. 

When intelligence of this event reached Calcutta, Mr. Van- 
fittart wrote to Syed Mahummud Khan, governor of Moorfliud- 
abad, threatening him for his cruelty j obferving that the mur- 
der of ambafladors was againft the law of nations, for which 
he jfliould fufFer, if it had been done without the orders of the 
navob his mafter } but if Meer Caufim had commanded it, he 
fhould fee what the Almighty had determined. A council was 
held, but Mr. Vanfittart being much indifpofed, and unable to 
attend, he deputed Mr. Haftings to deliver his fentimeiits to the A. D. 1763. 
members i but fome difpute arifing in the violence of debate 
between Mr. Batfon and Mr. HaiHngs,,«th®^«gwernc^ hearing of 

ill as he was, ordered him- 
felf to be carried to the council. Upon his defiring to know 
the pleafure of the members, the majority declared for war with 
Meer Caufim, and the refloration of Meer Jaffier to the muf- 
nudi which being determined upon, he was proclaimed at Cal- 
cutta, and preparations made for his march againfl: the enemy. 


Meer Caufim Khan, on the probability of a rupture with 
the Engliflh, had ordered Mahummud Tukkee Khan, foje- 
daur of Beerboom, to march with his troops in order to oppofe 
the palTage of an enemy over the “ Bhaugruttee ; and Syed Ma- 
hummud Khan, governor of Moorfliudabad, was directed to afliit 
him with what troops he ^ could fpare from the defence of the 
city., A reinforcement was alfo fent from Monghyrj but on its 

arrival 

» The river near Moorfliudabad. 
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arrival on tlie banks of the river, the chiefs in command re- 
fufed to crofs, though Mahummud Tukkee reprefented the ne- 
ceffity of their ading in conjundion. 

At this time a fmall detachment of Englifh fepoys was on 
Its way to join the army at Calcutta. Hybut Oollah Khan, 
the commander of the Monghyr troops, refolved to intercept it; 
but the EnglHh defended themfelves in a village during a whc^ 
day againft his attacks j and being joined by a battalion from 
Burd wan during the night? they marched out in the morning 
to give him battle, in which they were fuccefsful, and purfued 
their route. The next day Mahummud Tukkee Khan attacked 
them. Succefs was for forae time doubtful. He had two horfes 
killed under him, and had mounted a third, when a ball lodg- 
ing in his forehead, he expired, and his followers fled, yielding 
up the vidtory tq thq Englifh. In this engagement, Hybut Oollah 
and the other chiefs from Monghyr flood at a diftance, out of 
danger, and upon the defeat, fled towards the city. The Eng- 
lifii committed their wounded enemies to the care of their phy- 
iicianS, and remained two or three days on the field of battle, 
when they proceeded. Syed Mahummud Khan, upon intelligence 
of the defeat, without taking any meafures for the defence of 
Moorfhudabad, or even fecuring the effeds of Meer Caufim, fled 
from the city ? upon which Mahummud Eeeruch Khan, the 
father in law of Serauje ad Dowlah, afllirning the command in 
the name of Meer Jaffier, went to meet him. In a few days 
Meer JafBer with the Englifh army arrived at the capital, and 
proclaimed fecurity to the inhabitants. After a fhort flay, he 
proceeded towards Monghyr, to engage the army of Meer Cau- 
iim, which was advancing firdm that fortrefs. 

Meer Caufim Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Mahummud Tukkee Khan, was much alarmed. He 

: ' ■ ordered 
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ordered the remnant of the beaten army to fake poft at SooteCj 
and reinforced them with fix thoufand horfe under Afl'ud Ool- 
lah Khan, fojedaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meet Nafir, 
and feven or eight battalions of fepoys, with fixteen pieces of 
cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Sumroo a 
Oeinian, in order to oppofe the advance of the enemy. Sheer 
Arfi Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diftrift, 
alfo joined them. 

On Tuefday, the feventh of Mohirrim, 1177, the Englifh 
army reached Sootee, and an engagement took place, which 
ended in the fuccefs of the enemies of Meer Caufim, though 
they did not exceed more than three thoufand men, Europeans 
and fepoys. The defeated army fled without halting till they 
reached the brook of Oodwab, on the banks of which Meer 
Caufim had thrown up ftrong entrejgl^jpitR. -*^-Meer Caufim 
had, upon the former women and treafures for 

fecurity fort of Rhotas, and he now prepared to march 

in perfon to Oodwah from Monghyr. As he was naturally prone 
to filed blood, and this difpofition was encreafed by the infti- 
gation of Gporgeen Khan, in this feafon of alarm, he refol ved 
on the flaughter of feveral perfons, whom he had imprifoned 
on fafpicion of their fidelity. The principal of thefe were. 
Raja Ramnarain, Raja Raujeboolub, Meeraun’s dewan, the Roy- 
royan, Ameed Ram, with his fon. Raja Futteh Sing of Tee- 
kaury, and feveral other principal zemindars. All thefe he 
put to death ; and it is faid, the firfi %vas drowned with a bag 
of fand tied round his neck. The EnglHh captives were con- 
fined more firictly, and Goorgeen Kbin advifed their death ; but 
the navob had a private reafon" in his own breafi; for as yet 
preferving their Jives. His army, according to the wretched 
cuiiom ' of Hindoofian in a feafon of diftrefs, began to be dif- 
orderly j but he kept them from mutiny by gentlenefs, and 

marched. 
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marched as far as the Nullah of Chinnanuggiir, where he halt- 
ed, and detached fevcral bodies to join the troops 
He would have fent Goorgeen Khan to command, but the Ar- 
menian evaded his wiflies, by pretending that he had ^o^ed to 
remain for the defence of his perfon, from which he could not 


At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from the 
perfecution of his relation Shuj ah ad Dowlah the wizier,^ came 
to offer his fervices, with his followers j which Meei Caulim 
gladly accepted, and fent him to join the troops at Oodwah. , 
Thefe, confiding in the ftrength of their fituation, weie immcif 

in floth and pleafure, felf-fecure from f 

but too cowardly to offer battle* Meerza Nujee f 

after his arrival at the camp, wUUng to deierve the favour of 
Meer Cauflm, having feledied a band in whom he comd con- 
fide iffued one night from the entrenchments, and fording a 
piece of water in the rear of the Englifli camp, where Meer 
Jaffier’s tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak. 
Meer Jafiier fled to his boats j but his allies coming Ipeedily 
to his affiflance, repulfed Nujeef Khanj who, however, fre- 
quently alarmed them by fimilar attacks.. ,, Thefe, .occahoiied th^ 
Englifh to endeavour to explore the way by which he came 
upon them, but for fome days in vain. 

At length, a deferter from their camp, who had embraced 
the nayob Meer Caufim’s fervke, of which he had grown weary, 
and wiflied to return to his countrymen, having obferved the 
route of Nujeef Khan, one night purfoed it, and fording the 
lake, placed ftakes to mark the paflage. Reaching the camp 
of the Englifli, he communicated tlie difcovery he had madcj 
and offered himfelf as guide to furprize the enemy, on condi- 
tion that he fhould be pardoned his defertion, which was readily 

. granted. 
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granted. Scaling ladders being prepared, on the night fixed for 
the attack, the grenadiers of the army, putting their cartouch 
boxes on their heads, began to ford the lake. It was agreed, 
that on their afcenvling the entrenchments a portfire firould be 
lighted, as a fignal to the camp, when an attack was alfo to 
be made on a bridge over the brook of Oodwah. The grena- 
diers, after a difficult march of near a mile up to the waifl; in 
water, gained the fiiore under the entrenchments. The guards, 
depending on the improbability of an enemy’s croffing the lake, 
were afleepi and the Engliffi, mounting the walls by their 
ladders, entered the camp. At tliis time, a trumpeter awaking, 
difcovered them, , but was diipatched by a bayonet before he 
could found an alarm. They lighted their portfire and ruffied 
upon the fleeping guards. At the- fame inftant, the Engliffi 
from the camp attacked the bridge, and made a heavy dif- 
charge of cannon and howitzers. The grenadiers commenced 
a dreadful firing within, with great llauj^ij^|.,,^The-« 0 emy were 

Ihuch cojifuM^to^j aaSiMi^ every one tried only to 

effe(ft his efcape from between two fires, the Englifii troops 
having now forced the bridge and entered on that fide. Mal- 
kaur and Sumroo had fled with their battalions on the firfl: 
alarm, and fuifered little iofsj but numbers of the other troops 
were killed by the fire of the Englifli, and many drowned in 
croffing a brook in their flight. Aflud Oollah Khan, deferted 
by his attendants, was obliged to run fbme diflance on foot be- 
fore he could procure a horfe. Meerza Nujeef Khan with his: 
followers fled into the hills. A great plunder fell into the. 
hands of the vidtors, with little loifs on their fide.. 


The intelligence of this defeat plunged Meet Caufim into, 
3air. He left his camp privately the night after, haftened to 
Monghyr, and was followed by his army the next day in great 
diforder. At Monghyr he remained a few days to sfecure his 
Von. II. G gg 
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effects, and revive the exhaufted fjpirits of the troops. At this 
time, AH Ibrahim Khan advifed Mm to releafe the EngMi 
prifoners, and permit them to join their friends, as a means of 

foftening their refentmentj but, at all events, if he did not 

chufe to reieafe the men, to fend the women in boats with 

a meffage to major Adams. Meer Caufim advifed with Goor- 
geen Khan, who refufed his aflent. Arab Ali Khan with two 
battalions of fepoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navob 
moved towards Patna, carrying with him the Engiifli captives, 
who fuffered great hardfhips from the want of proper accom- 
modations. When he approached the *Rowah Nullah, he halt- 
ed, intending to make a ftand ; but this refolution was laid 
afide by the hidden death of Goorgeen Khan. 

This man was univerfallj hated by the troops for his feverity 
and pride! “’He had introduced the Englifti difcipline, and wanted, 
like them, to keep up the l&e order and refp(^ in time of 
didrefs as of good fortune, never confidering that they poffefs 
qualities peculiar to themfelves, which enable them to maintain 
M lervants at all times^ He had^^ t^ 

fiiniption^^ m that an Armenian, always ufed to 

ftfangers to fubmit to a difcipline they had 

: ;:heyeff:been;::a«:^^ to.. 


To proceed : Meer Caufim halted a few coft from the 
Rowah. Goorgeen Khan, according to cuftom, remained to 
guard the rear of the army. He was fitting in a fmalP tent, 
when feme troopen came to demand their pay. He gave them 
abufive language, which they retiirned i and being enraged, he 
called for his attendants to carry them to the guard j, but the 
troopers, drawing their fabres, cut him down, and made their 
efcape. Confufion prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur 


A rivulet m Bahar. 


fbme fiiot at the murderers. The report of the cannon reached 
the navob, who, thinking the Englifli had attacked Goorgeeii 
Khan, was fo alarmed, that he mounted his elephant and led. 
The troops followed his example, and during the whole night 
were employed in eroding a bridge of boats thrown acrofs the 
Rowah. Meer Caufim now advanced haftily to Patna. 

On his way, he put to death the two bankers, Juggutt Seet 
and Raja Serroop Chund. On his arrival near the city, he 
halted for fome days at the gardens of Jaffier Khan, and en-^ 
trufted the defence of Patna to Mahuramud Ameen Khan. 
Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Monghyr, in a fit of 
rage, he ordered Sumroo to put, the Engliflx prifoners to deaths 
who, notwithftanding his being of one of the feds of chriftians, 
complied with the order. He proceeded during the night to 
the houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jung, where 
they were confined, and difpatched fhen^ .hi& jEi»o|g8 firing into 
their , ,,a par| j sgMSi. .Jfc.Js^^ what .refinance they 

could, by throwing bottles and ftones at their murderers. I 
have heard alfo, that a few days beJEbre, they had endeavoured 
to bribe their guards to give them arms, with a defign of 
efiFeding their efcape, or dying in the attempt. Dodor Ful- 
larton was the only one who was fpared, he having been of 
great fervice in his profeffion to feveral chiefs, and efleemed by 
Meer Caufim. 

The morning after this maifacre, of which I was ignorant, 
I happened to go to the durbar, and after fome time was 
rifing to take leave, when the navob defired me to ftay, lay- 
ing, that a friend of mine was comings but immediately after 
ordered me to depart, and he would fend for me when he came. 
I repaired to my tent, and in a fliort time was called by a 
meflenger from Meer Caufim. Soon after my arrival, Dodor 

^ S S ^ ^ ^ Pnilarfeih;: 
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Fullarton was brought to the durbar in an Indian drefs, and 
according to the cuftom of our country, prefented fome rupees 
as an offering, which the navob refufed, faying, “ This has not 
« been ufual between usj” and embraced him, commanding him 
to fit near me, which he did- Meet Caufim, addrefiing him, 
faid, « How can you juftify treachery to friends ? You^ received 
the Engliih troops into your houfe, on pretence of indifpofi- 
** tion, to, furprize my people.” The Dodtor with much for- 
titude replied, “ I fear not death ; you have murdered my 

** companions, and may kill me; but I am innocent of the 

** charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my 
** neighbours, and one of them, Ukkedutmund Khan, is prelent.” 
As this charge was without foundation, it was immediately dif- 

proved by the khan and others; upon which the navob fpoke 

kindly,^ ^ might go to Galcutta, o 

' hhh^'-^ y ^The dpdtor yy pruien deelineff 

die former offer. Meet Gaufitlft hoped, that through him Mr. 
Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me 
to retire with him, and found him on the iubje<3:. I did fo; 
but the Dodor declared, that after the mafficre of Mr. Amyatt 
and fo many Engliflimen, a reconciliation was impoffible. Upon 
my communicating this, the navob called him to him, and 
queftioned him himlelf-; but receiving the fame reply, defiiled 
from urging him further on the bufinefs, faying,^ 

“ would not go to Calcutta, he might ftay where he pleafed.” The 
dodor requefted he would fix him a refidence; and the navob 
ordered Ali Ibrahim Khan to give him a houfe in the city, but 
to put perfons over him, to take care that he did not converfe 
with his people : he alfo took bail of Himmut Ali Khan for 
his fecuritj. : . 

The Englifii, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by 
the treachery of the governor, Arab Ali Khan, were advancing 

faft 
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fail towards Patnaj upon which Meer Caufim moved to Bik- 
krutn Serai, fome diftance from tlie citj, ilationing troops in 
different pofts to keep up the communication with his camp. 
About this time. Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with his bail’s- 
man to the Dutch fadory, croffed the river in a fmall boat, 
and joined fome Engliih troops who were on the oppofite bank. 

The Englifh army, arriving at Patna, gained poffeflion of that 
city with little trouble, the walls being in a ruinous Hate, and 
unable to ffand againft cannon, Meer Caufim now retreated to- 
wards the frontiers of Bahar, and fent for Ms women and ttea- 
fures from the fort of Rhotas, intending to retire into the country 
of the vizier for protection. Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had 
experienced the treachery of Shujah ad Dowlah, advifed him 
agaiafl putting himfeif into his power, offering if he would truft 
him with the command of his troops to tire out the Englhh, 
by falfe attacks and cutting off their fuppji es. the country, 
while Meer Caufi m at Rhotas. The 

navob refufed his offers, alleging, that the air of Rhotas was 
dangeroufly unhealthy - but it is probable he was fearful of giv- 
ing him the command of the army. Nujeef Khan then pro- 
pofed his returning into “ Bondelcund, and calling the Mharattas 
to his affiffancej but this he declined, from a dread of the ra- 
pacity of thofe marauders j and refolved to join the eipperor and 
vizier. Intelligence now arrived that the Englifli were rapidly 
advancing, and had fent a detachment over the river to oppofe 
his retreat on that fide } which fo alarmed him, that he 'moved 
immediately to Saffaram, and the next day continued his march 
to the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. Here the troops became 
clamorous for payment of their arrears, and the camp was a 
fcene of confufion. The next morning Nujeef Khan took Ms 

* A territory weft of the Jumna, belonging to a tribe of Raajepootes called 
Bondelas. , 
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leave, not chaSng to trufl: himfelf in the vizier’s country, when 
the navob prefented him with a lac and half of rupees, and 
five elephants. At this timev a treaty under the vizier’s feal, 
promifing by oath on the Koraun protedtion and affiftance, ar- 
riving, Meer Caufim crofled the *Garumnaffa, and entered the 
diftridt of Bulwund Sing, fubjedl to Shujah ad Dowiah. He pro- 
ceeded to Banaras, where he halted fome days, and difeharged 
k confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difeiplined 
fepoys, artillery, and a feleiSed body of cavalry. Meerza Nu- 
jeef Khan retired into Bondelcund, and entered into the fervice 
of the raja of that country. : 

The emperoir and Shujah ad DowHh being encamped at Ale- 
abad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau- 
fim ma,rched to join thenii. Upon his arrival within a few cofs 
of the ‘ campr thb rMer came in great pomp to meet him, 
and was received with equal •magnificence, fuperb tents being 
pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in two lines 
from them to a great diftance. Meer Caufim and his principal 
attendants in rich drefies met him at 'the entrance of his tent, 
when the two navobs embraced and fat down on the fame muf- 
ftud. After a fliort converfation and the ufual ceremony of va- 
luable prefents of rich cloths, jewels and elephants on the part 
of Meer Caufim, they mounted an elephant together, and re- 
paired to vifit the emperor. The day following, Meer Caufim 
returned the vizier’s vifit, and was received witli the higheft 
honours, and encouraged by promifes of his utmoft efforts to 
recover Bengal from the hands of the Englifih, A few days 
after, he prefented to the* vfem', 'jewels to the amount of fome 
lacs of rupees, a chariot drawn by elephants fumptuoufly capa- 
rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va- 

* A rivor feparating Bahar and Banaras, then belonging to Shujah ad Dowiah, 
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laable gifts to his mother, who had honoured Meer Caufim 
with the appellation of jfbn. 

Meer Caulim preffing Shujah ad Dowlah to lofe no time in 
marching againft the Eiigliih, he pleaded that he was at pre- 
fent employed againft the Bondelas, who had refafed payment 
of their revenues j upon which Meer Caufim oiFered to reduce 
them with his battalions ; and the vizier confenting, he crofied the 
Jumna, and laid fiege fuccefsfully to one of their forts. The 
enemy, alarmed at this lofs, and imprefled with awe by the bat- 
talions of fepoys clothed after the European mode, their fuperior 
difcipline, and the artillery, offered fubmiffion through Nujeef 
Khanj and Meer Caufim, having adjufted affairs to the fatis- 
fadlion of the vizier, returned to his camp. It was now agreed to 
march againft the Englifii, and the allied armies moved to Ba- 
naras, to make preparations, Meer Caufim promifing to pay the 
vizier * eleven lacs of rupees month^y.--fc!p®-Hd»e» he ihould 
croiSs Bahar, till the conclufion 

of the war. 

A bridge of boats being thrown acrofs the Ganges, the al- 
lied armies began their march, in numbers not to be reckoned, 
covering the country far as the eye could reach j but, from the 
ignorance of the generals, and want of difcipline, murdering 
"aird"plundering each other. It was not an army, but rather, a 
moving nation. Some of his more dilcerning minifters reprefented 
to the vizier, that he fliould not truft to fuperiority of num- 
bers againft the Englifti, or engage them in a general acftion, 
but rather feledt his beft troops, and leave the reft, with his 
women and the fuperfluous followers of the camp, on his fron- 
tiers, when he would be fure of vidlory by haraffing the ene- 
my with continued alarms and cutting off fupplies of provifionsj 

in 


“ One hundred and ten thoufand pounds. 
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in which cafe, they would by degrees be obliged to retreat.; 
The vizier, vain of his power, liftened not to advice, and thought 
meanly of the Englifli; who on their parts, fatigued with the 
late campaign during a rainy feafon, and alarmed at the reports 
of the abilities of the vizier and the . vaftnefs of his army, had 
marched from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The 
emperor, Shujah ad Dowkh, and Meer Caufim, having entered 
the province of Bahar, followed them, their diforderly troops 
fpreading delblation for miles round their line of march j which 
fo much difgufted the inhabitants, who before were anxious for 
the fttccefs of the vizier, that they changed their wifhes into 
prayers for the fucccfs of the Englilh, who had never molefted 
them. The Englifh having placed their heavy baggage and 
fuperfluous followers in Patna, returned as far as Arole to op- 
poie thi j^iesf to Jkeep the field, 

up entrenchments to defend tlieihfelves, being clofely purfued by 
the enemy j who, elated by this fuccefs, became fiilf 
confident of vidtory. 

^ after halting one day at Phulwauree, 

about four Engiifh miles from Patna, marched the next morning 
to attack the enemy, who defended themfelves gallantly againft 
three fevCral aflaiiltsi and on the approach of night, the vizier 
returned to his tents, having loft a great number of men by 
the enemy’s fire. ‘ Meer Caufim greatly offended his ally by 
ftaying at a great diftance with his battalions, and negleding to 
move to his afliftance when required. Nothing farther was at- 
tempted for fome days, the vkier _ being indifpofed, according 
to one report, from a wound he ftad received in the acftion, and 
by another, of a violent eruption of boils. On his recovery, 
he moved his camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing, 
except now and then Ihewing himfelf under arms, major 

, Garaac, 
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Caraac, the Englilh commander, with Mhadee Khan, who had 
joined him from the army of Meet Caufim, and a few fepoys, 
being one day reconnoitring, met the vizier, who was riding 
for the fame purpofe, with fome of his attendants, ignorant of 
each other, they began firing at a diflance. Upon their nearer 
approach, the vizier was known, and pointed out by Meer Mha- 
dec to the major, who fent for a reinforcement. A fkirmiih was 
kept up, till more Englifli troops advancing, one of the vizier’s 
attendants rode bailily to his camp, to give the alarm of his 
danger* and the vizier, feeing the fuperiority of the enemy, 
turned his horfe and made his efcape, 

A month elapfed in inaftivity; and the rains approaching, 
the allies, not chufing to remain longer before Patna, retreated 
towards Buxar, where they continued, intending to return after 
the wet feafon. My fa^^^ who had come from his jaghire to* 
pay his re:^e<a:s to the emperor, was in the camp^ jaiwi I, be- 
ing difgufted with Meer had left' his fervice and joined 

his '^“Udiftof * with whom and feveral other 

Englilhmen I was intimately acquainted, had frequently written 
to me to perfuade the emperor to quit the vizier, and join them. 
I communicated this to my father,, obferving, that fuch a ftcp 
would certainly prove for his majefty’s welfare, as, from the ir- 
regularity of the allied army, the Englifti mufl: in the end be 
vidlorious. My father and Moneer ad Dowlah propofed it to* 
the emperor i who, weary of the negledt and difrefpefl: fhewn- 
him by Shujah ad Dowlah, wifhed to free himfelf from his 
hands, and join the Englifh. His majefty accordingly wrote a 
letter with his own hand, teftifying his wiflies of accepting the 
fervices of the Englifh, and defiring that they would regard as 
his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing, 
or through me by meflage. With this letter 1 departed for 
Patna, my father at the fame time retiring to hfe* ja^ire. Upon 
¥gi.. U, H h h my 
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my arrival, I found that a great coobefs had taken place between 
major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I was hovvever introdueed to 
the former, in prefence of the navob Meet Jafiier, and deliver- 
ed the letter, which the major received with great refpea, plac- 
ing it, according to cuftom, on his head. Upon hearing the 
contents, he told me, “ That as his majefty was not at prefent 
m a fituation to ad from himfelfi but dependant on the vizier, 
« he could not obey his orders, or negotiate with him.” An 
anfwer was given me; but as I law my endeavours were vab, 
I lent it to the emperor by a courier, and returned home. The 
major having given the letter to his fervant Sadooram, he dif- 
patched a copy to Shittabroy, the deputy of Beny Bahadur, mi- 
jo ^tliefidzierr ^ ; . 


•I||lpiingfina3^:f|ayjatiby:;'^fet&^ 

confimng confifcating his elFeds ; the particu- 

tars of which, as given me afterwards by Ali Ibrahina Khan, I 
lhall relate. 


to pay the vizier for his affiftancc 
eleven lacs of rupees monthly during the warj but, finding that 
it v^as hkely to be of tong continuance, he wilhed to be out of 
his power, in cafe his refources Ihould fail him before the 
conclufion. With this view he made a requeft to the vizier, 
through Ali Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him to march 
towards Moorlhudabad and colled the revenues of the coun- 
try, which he could readily effed, while the .Englilh had the 
vizier to employ their attention. Shujah, in reply, exprefied 
fears that Meer Caufim might not return to him again, but 
laid, he would detach ^notherv'perfon to, raife contributions in 
his namej which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re- 
no fupply from the provinces. A few days afterwards, 
e vizier demanded payment of his fubfidy, and Meer Caufim 
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pleaded inability. Shujah ad Dowlah then pretended that the 
emperor was preffing for the Bengal tribute, and had refolved 
to fend his officers to feize his effects. Upon this, Meer Cau- 
lim difpatched Ali Ibrahim Khan to befeech the protedion of 
his ally from the royal demands } but the vizier replied, that 
he could not interfere, and he muft fettle his accounts with 
the emperor. Meet Cauiim was covered with defpair, and ad- 
vifed with Ali Ibrahim Khanj who recommended him to pay 
the demands of the vizier, if he had money ; or if he had not, 
to go to him himfelf, and remind him of his promifes of pro- 
tedion. Meer Caufim negleding this, thought it fafeft to ‘af- 
fume the habit of a devotee, thinking that the vizier would 
relent, not chufing to have it faid of him, that he had reduced 
an ally to fuch a lituation. The next morning, he with his 
friends affumed facred habits, and, laying afide the mufnud, feat- 
ed himfelf on a bare mat. Intelligence of this proceeding being 
carried to Shujah ad Dowlah, he affoded much cpnge^ 
paired to Meer Cauiim } whopi, alter much argument and affurances 
of fnendihip, he prevailed upon to change his habit, and re- 
alTume his ufual date. A few days after this event, Sumroo 
the German, who commanded the difciplined battalions, fur- 
rounded the tents of Meer Cauiim, clamorous for pay; and the 
navob having no rupees, was obliged to fatisfy them with gold 
from his haram ; after which he told Sumroo, that as it was 
not in his power to keep them longer, he mufb difcharge them 
his fervice ; but deiired he would deliver the arms and accou- 
trements of the fepoys, with the cannon, to the officer of his 
arfenal. Sumroo iniblently replied, that they now belonged to 
thofe who poiTeifed them, and treacherouily deferted with the 
battalions to the vizier, who received him into his fervice; 


* Doing this is regarded as a great refleflion on a patron. 


]m5: 
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being now convinced that Meer Gaufim had a feeret treafure, 
relblved to leisse it. : 

The following night, Monfieur GentU, a Frenchman, for- 
merly in the fervice of Meet Gaufim, but now of the vizier, 
coming with five or fix of his countrymen to the tents of Ali 
Ibrahim Khan, with whom he was intimately acquainted, in- 
formed him, that on the morrow Meer Gaufim would be taken 
prilbner and his effefts feized by the vizier, when there would 
be much confufion in the camp; on which account, left any 
injury fliould happen to his friend, he had brought his country- 
men to ftay with him till the danger fhould be over. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan thanked him for his friendfhip, but declined accept- 
ing his olFer, as it would have the appearance of his having 
deferted Meer Gaufim, and put himfelf under the protcftion of 

About nine the next morning the vizier’s army furrounded 
ihe tents of were placed over them, and 
M^r Gah^ mount an elephant; 

ally/ Mr.;:;;Gentil;'^ 

fervices to Ali Ibrahim Khan> but he again refufed, determined 
td M his patron. In the evening he was called 

to the vizier’s tent, and received with much attention by him, 
who afked him feveral qUeftions concerning Meer Gaufim, hop- 
ing, from his replies, to draw Ibme apology for his own con- 

Shujah ad Dowlah . finft : What cvE had I done to 

** Ali Jah, that, on the day of nsgi* ato^ Englifh at 

** Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fire upon me, as I was re- 
turning to my tents in the evening?” Ali Ibrahim replied, 
« I am ignorant of fuch an order; and woe be to the navob. 


** befought him to apply to the emperor and your highnels, 
** thinking^ the throne and vizarut the only fit urns for Meet 

after fome compliments to the fidelity of AH Ibrahim, retired 
into his haram, leaving Beny Bahadur, his minifter, and other 
fervants to put further queftions to him. He was now defired, 
as he muft be entrufted with the fecrets of Meer Caufim, to 
inform in whofe hands he had depofited his treafures, and to 
deliver up forty thoufand gold mhors, which Nuttoo Sing, Sum- 
roo’s ipy, had faid were committed to his charge. He defired 
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confidence of Meer Caufim, were not believed, he might judge 
what degree of credit was due to the information of a wretched 
fpy. Upon this, Beny Bahadur, convinced of his fmcerity, in- 
formed the vizier of what had pafled, and Aii Ibrahim Khan 
was permitted to retire without further moleftation, and to keep 
poffeffion of his effefts. A ftridl exadtion of the treafures of 
Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his women, eunuchs, 
and fervants, to a great amount; but a confiderabie number of 
valuable jewels, which he had fent away before the alarm, undef 
charge of a faithful domeftic, named Shekh Mahummud Afhuk, 
into the Rohilla country, were faved, and honeftly delivered up 
to him again, when he elcaped from the hands of Shujah ad 
Dowlah. It is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might 
fave fomething, notwithftanding the jftridtnefs of the fearch. 

which ftill held but for Mbit : Gaftfim;^^i^^fe 

negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery. I had, before his 
arrival, received a letter from major Munro, through dodlor 
Fullarton, expreffing his defire that I would endeavour to bring 
over the kelladaar to Meerjaffier’s intereft; and, accordingly, I 
reprefented to him the probability of the fuperiority of the 
Englilh, and the advantages he would derive to himfelf and his 
family by fecuring their friendihip. Raja Shawmul was a pru- 
dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propofals of Meer Soly- 
maun and myfelf ; but at length he refolved to follow ray 
advice ; and giving me a paper with certain conditions for the 
acceptance of major Munro, I fent it to him, with a requefl 
that he would difpatch : a force to garrifon the fort, which 
would be delivered on bib- ratifying the raja’s demands. The 
major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with a detach- 
ment, 'Rhotas was put into his pofleflion; upon which Meer 
Solymauri returned to the vizier, and complained of my being 
M® ‘ , ' . , . the 


HISTORY OF BENGAl.. 


the caufe of his dilappointment. Some difagreenient occurring 
between captain Goddard and Shawmul, the latter defired that 
I would go with him to Patna, and obtain from major Munro 
the performance of his agreement } and I, being fearful of the 
refentment of the vizier, gladly accompanied him. 

I muft now return to the affairs of Meer Jafiier and the 
Englifli, after the retreat of the allied army from the neigh- 
bourhood of Patna. 

Meer Jaffier at the conclufion of the campaign, upon the 
retreat of the allies, repaired to Calcutta, having affairs of im- 
portance to fettle with the council, and left the government of 
Patna and the diredion of his army to his brother Meer Cau- 
lim Khan, appointing Deerauje Narain, brother to the late Raja 
Ramnarain, his deputy over the province of Bahar. This man 
was incapable of bufmefs, and had no other dahn to favour 
tlian the murder of his blfl£h«L»bf' ‘M^er Caufim. In the fame 
manner, all who had enjoyed his favour, were now expofed to 
the refentment of Meer Jaffier, and obliged to remain in con- 
cealment, till his death enabled them to return to their habita- 
tions, Thofe who had been difliked by Meer Caufim were 
entrufted with the diredion of affairs in every department. Meer 
Jaffier remained fome time at Calcutta, endeavouring to prevail 
on the council to admit of ®Nundcomar’s being his firfi: minif- 
teri but Mr. Vanfittart, knowing the navob’s weaknefs and the 
bad qualities of his favourite would not confent, dreading the 
oppreffions of the people, from Nundcomar’s tyrannical difpofi- 
tion, which had been already experienced. The navob departed, 
much difappointed, to Moorfliudabad without his confidant, whofe 
return, however, foon after took place j and, notwithftanding the 
earneft remonftrances of Mr. yanfittart, he was entrufted by 

* Afterwards executed for forgery. 
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iVIeer JafSer with the foie diredion of his affairs. By his advice^^^ 
Mahummud Reza Khan, the governor of Dacca, was^ confined i 
blit afterwards releafed on the interference of tne Englifli. 

About this time, Meer Jaffier being taken ill, continued to 
decline, till at length, on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Shauban, 
1178, he departed from this unftable world. He would wil- 
lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, and 
given up the province of Bahar to him, with a tribute to the 
emperor for Bengal j to which conditions it is probable the 
Englifli alfo would have affented on affurances of protedion in 
their trade. But the vizier was too haughty to be fatisfied with 
left than the conquefl: of the three provinces. Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an 
army, had not conduft to c^cert his force, though too proud to 
lillen to the advice of his. intelligent friends. 

The Englifli council, feeing that the vizier would not liften 
to any reafonable terms of accommodation, iffued orders to ma- 
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Carnac, to march againft 
the enemy cantoned at Buxar. Accordingly, the major, having 
muftered ’his array, and provided ten days provifions, refolving 
in that fpace to conquer or die, began his march. The vizier, 
informed of his intention, detached a body of Mogul horfe to 
harafs his line, and withdrew fome cannon which had been 
planted on the banks of the river Soanj but the main army 
remained in cantonments, flrongly defended by entrenchments, 
which the vizier hoped would defend him from the enemy, till 
they fhould be obliged < to retire for frefli fupplies. 

At length major Munro arrived within a fliort diflance, and 
encamped on the border of a morafs, which now divided the 
two armies, who remained in fight of each other inad:ive for 


two days. On the third, the vizier altered his relolution, and 
refolved to attack the enemy, taking upon himfelf the command 
of the Mogul cavalry. Siimroo and Mr. Maddoc, with eight 
battalions of fepoys, and eight field pieces, formed the front 
linej to fupport which, Shujah Koollee Khan was ftationed in 
their rear with his own followers, about feven thoufand horfe 
and foot. The vizier took poll: at a defiance on their right, and 
the minifter Beny Bahadur occupied a ruined village on the 
bank of the Ganges, to their left. A Iharp firing of cannon 
and mufquetry commenced, with great llaughter on both fides. 
The vizier haraffed the enemy in flank, and the Duranny horfe 
charging major Munro’s cavalry, penetrated his line, which be- 
gan to be confufed from this attack and the cannonade of 
Maddoc and Sumroo, whom the Englifh could not charge, 
owing to the morals which divided them in front. Major Munro 
detached a force to difiodge Beny Bahadur from the village, 
‘which being effe£led, occafioned fome alarm in the viziers army. 

gaged, anxious to have his fliare in the adlion, quitted his fta- 

tion> in the rear of the battato^^^^^ 

through the morafs in their front, by this means obliging them 
to defiil from firing upon the enemy, left they fliould injure 
their friends. He gained the bank, only to fall an immediate 
facrifice, with moft of his followers who had the valour to ac- 
company him, to the grape fliot of the EnghQi ; and the fut- 
vivors fled upon the death of their chief. The party winch had 
routed Beny Bahadur, at this inftant entered the camp of the 
vizier, which was now thrown into complete diforder. No one 
had time to regard his baggage, looking only for perfonal fafety 
by flighti and the Mogul and Duranny cavalry, feeing all loft, 
dcferted their patron, and began t6. plunder his tents. Shujah 
ad Dowlah, left almoft alone, was obliged to follow the route 
of his army. All the baggage of the vizier an4 chiefs, with 
VoL. II. JiV a great 



a great treafure belonging to the bankers and merchants in mo- 
ney and goods, fell a prey to the enemy, and the treacherous 
deferters and camp followers above mentioned, who plundered 
each other afterwards. A great train of artillery and numerous 
tents were taken by the Englifln It is impoflible to eflimate 
the amount of the plunder, as the cantonments refembled rather 
a populous city than a camp. Great numbers of the fugitives 
were drowned in attempting to crofs a rivulet in then flight. 
Meer Caufim was releafed by the vizier, who alfo had prelent- 
ed him with a forry female elephant the day before the adtiori, 
which enabled him to make his efcape from the field to the 
neighbourhood of Banaras. Shujah ad Dowlah fled to Aleabad, 
leaving his niinifter Beny Bahadur to eicort the emperor; but 
Shaw Aulum, who was diiguffed with the vizier, refufing to 
accompany him, Beny Bahadur after a few days croffed the 
;Gapes,^ybeinpleirfii|.pf;:'the;^|}uri^ 

now his own mafler; 

Munneer ad Dowlah, called upon the Engliih for their protec- 
tion, who obeyed the fummons, and conduced him to Banaras. 
They al£b invited Beny Bahadur to an interview, and held out 
olfers of peace to the vizier his mailer, provided he would de- 
liver Meer Caufim and Sumroo into their hands. The raja pro- 
mifed the former, but pleaded inability to efted: the latter, as 

battalions, who would defend him. 
While a negotiation was carrying on, AH Ibrahim Khan difeo- 
vering the intentions of the raja, informed Meer Caufim KJian, 
who found means to make his efcape into the Rohilia country, 
with his family and few rem#uing friends. At Aleabad he found 
his women, who, after being plundered by the vizier’s people, 
of what little they had left from the general confifeation, had 
been releafed from confinement in the fort, and left without 
protedion at an obfeure houfe in the city. 
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Shujah ad Dowlah thinking himfelf unfafe longer in his own 
dominions, on his arrival at Aleabad difpatched confidential fer- 
vants to his capitals of Lucnow and Fyezabad, to efcort his 
women and effedts at thofe places to Burrelli, the refidence of 
Hafiz Rhamut, a Rohilla chief} where he aifo repaired with 
his mother and Begum from Aleabad. , He refufed to iiften to 
the advice of Beny Bahadur to accept terms from the Englifii, 
thinking it would degrade his character in the empire, and hop- 
ing to recover his lolTes by the afliftance of the Afghauns and 
Mulhar Raow Mharatta } but in order to gain time, he fent his 
minifter to Lucnow, inftrudling him to amufe the enemy with 
negotiations, • w^hich would keep up his authority in the pro- 
vince. He, notwithftanding their family hatred, vifited Ahmud 
Khan Bungufh at Ferokhabad, and entreated his affiftance; who, 
with the other Rohilla chiefs, promifed to fupport him, as did 
alfo Ghazi ad Dien Khan, then at that city. By their advice, 
he called in Mulhar Raow, who was with an army of Mha- 
rattas in the vicini ty of Gualk y<«-t" -Mtflha^^^ the promife of a 
rargrTR!m*S**m joined him} but Ahmud Khan and the 
Rohilla chiefs amufed him only with promifes, and brought no 
troops to his affiftance. 

Raja Beny Bahadur having proceeded to Lucnow, wrote to 
Shittabroy, who was employed by the Engliih, that Shujah ad 
Dowlah would not confent to peace on the proferred conditions } 
that Meer Caufirn had efcaped from his hands, and he could 
not take Sumroo but by treachery, which he abhorred} therefore 
refolved to continue the war. The minifter, agreeably to the 
plan formed between himfelf and the vizier, declared his own 
readinefs to join the Englifli} and Shittabroy, deceived by his 
declaration, recommended his being received, to general Carnac, 
who had now reaflumed the command of the army at Banaras 
in the room of major Munro. The general accordingly invited 

I i 1 2 Beny 
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Beny Bahadur to an interview j upon which he came to the 
camp, and was gracioufly received. He remained till fuch time 
as Shujah ad Dowlah was joined by the Mharattas at- Korah, 
when he left the Englifh, under pretence of fettling the diftrids 
of the province, and returned with his followers to the vizier, 
a fmall efcort of general- Carnac’s fepoys, which he had requell- 
ed might remain with him, being unable to prevent his flight. 
It is alfo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken this 
Hep, being gratified by the confidence of the Englifh general 
and a promife of continuance in the management of Oude, but 
for the following circumftance. Being very fuperJflitious, he en- 
quired of a prophefying fakeer, the probable event of the war. 
The fakeer replied, The Englifh were like a hurricane, vio- 
lent in progrefs, but foori gone.” The minifler, interpreting 
this as a^ prognoftic of vidory to the vizier, thought it fafefl to 
rejoin' hte 'Sbim^ had pledged himfelf for the fide- 

;lity ; of ' Beny' Bahadur^' ' ' was'''ilSiiifed':^fef 

neral Carnac fhould fufped him of being privy to his treacheryi 
but the Englifli, having received fo many proofs of his attach- 
ment, were too generous to fuppofe him capable of betraying 
their confidence, and upon his offering to go to Calcutta, and 
fubmit his fate to the council, eafed his mind of all alarm, by 

him as much deceived as them- 

Before the lafl mentioned occurrence, the Englifh had de- 
tached two battalions of fepoys to Lucnow, and a force to 
befiege the fortrefs of Chunar. The former under major Stib- 
bert, were fuccefsful in operations j but^^ failed in 

a night attack, and fuffered fdme'tofe the prepar- 

ations of Shujah ad Dowlah, caufed general Carnac to raife the 
liege, and march towards Aleabad. The Englifh were now 
joined by Nujeef Khan with his followers from Boiidelcund j 
^ - and. 
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and he, being well acquainted with the fortrefs, pointed out 
the weakeft part, which was foon breached by the cannon } 
when the garrifon, not chufing to brave a ftorm, furrendered, 
and the Engliih marched on to Korah in purfuit of the vizier. 
The conquered diftrifts were fettled by Raja Shittabroy, who 
made ftipulations with the zemindars, and levied native troops 
in the name of the Englifh. 

When Raow Mulhar had joined Shujah ad Dowlah, he ad- 
vanced towards the Englifh, but his army was much difpirited, 
and ftill labouring under a panic from the defeat at Buxar. 
The Afghauns delayed joining him under various pretences, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did come, had only a few followers, 
incapable of fervice. An engagement, or rather a. fkirmifh, took 
place in the neighbourhood of Korah, in which the Mharattas 
were quickly difperfed by the Englifh artillery, and fled acrofs 
the Jumna to their own territories. The vizier retreated to 
Ferokhabad, irrefolute how Khan advifed 

on the clemency of the Englifh, 
than wafte the remainder of his property on troops, that would 
always defert him in the face of danger } obferving, that from 
the charader of the Englifh for wifdom and jufrice, it was 
certain they would pay proper refped to his rank and dignity. 
After this fecond vidory, the garrifon, of Chunar, defpairing of 
relief, delivered up the fortrefs to the Englifh Aumil without 
a fiege, of their own accord. 

The vizier, having confidered the advice of Ahmud Khan, 
refolved to embrace it j and, accordingly, fet out in a palan- 
quin with a few attendants to the Englifh camp. Major Carnac 
being informed of his approach, advanced with feveral officers 
and Raja Shittabroy to meet him. Upon his appearing in fight, 
the vizier alighted from his palanquin, and at meeting he and 
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the major embraced. The major and the eompany then pre- 
fented nuzzers, and accompanied their , noble gueft on foot to 
their tents, where a collation was provided, and every affurance 
given him of reconciliation and future friendfhip. ' The vizier, 
after taking refrelhments, retired to lleep, and in the evening 
returned to his own tents, at fome miles, diftance from the 
Englifla camp. Being now fatisfied of the fmcerity of major 
Carnac, he fent for his followers and equipage. Frequent vilits 
fucceeded between them, and a treaty was fpeedily concluded 
to the fatisfadion of both parties. The Englifh reftored the 
province of Oude to the vizier, on condition of his paying 
“fifty lacs of rupees for the expenfes of the war, half in ready 
money, and half by a draft on the revenues j the vizier to 
have credit for what had been colleded in Oude by the Eng- 
^di&|iTihp;|p£ptdhce^^ ^'fettled:'.hn;;;;th^ 

who was to refide in the capital, and have a detachment of 
Englim for his protedion. Nujeef Khan had a falary of one 
lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute Bengal. 
Bulwund Sing, colledor of Banaras, who had deferted Shujah 
ad Dowlah, was reinftated in his favour and government at the 
requeft of the Englith. The vizier, upon the conclufion of the 
treaty, endeavoured to raife the fum immediately due to the 
Englilh. .He applied to his mother, begum, neareft relations, and 
dependants, to aflifi: him; but they all, except his begum, though 
well able to afford him the demands made upon them, pleaded 
inability, offering, fome half, and others a third. The begum 
generoully fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, even to 
the nofe-ring, and whatever cafh and ornaments fhe could col- 
lea among her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad 
Dowlah was her choiceft ttcafe^e* Though a^woman, Ihe aaed 
like a man in conftancy and fidelity}' juftifying this verfe of the 
poet, « A virtuous and obedient wife makes a king of her 

** hulband, 

Five hundred thoufand pounds. 
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** hufband, though poor.” Shujah ad Dowkh, in return for 
this generous behaviour, always entrufted to her the favings of his 
revenues. Having paid all the money he could raife, he gave 
jewels in pledge for the remainder j and affairs being fettled 
with his new allies, took leave, and returned to Fyezabad, leav- 
ing deputies in his offices of vizier and meer atulhee with the 
emperor. The fort of Chunar was given up to him by the 
Englilh, in exchange for that of Aleabad. ^ 

When providence had dofed the pages of the life of Meer A. 0.1765. 
Jaffier, Mr. Vanfittart having returned to Europe on hearing of . 
the appointment of lord Clive to fucceed him, the council 
placed upon the mufnud of the provipces Meer Phulwaree, eldeft 
fon of JVIeer Jaffier by Munny Begum. The young navob af- 
fumed the title of Nudjum ad Dowlah. Nundcomar continued 
minifter and dewan of Bengal, and Meer Cauzim Khan, bro- 
ker to Meer Jaffier, nazim ofBa|3gfi,«*.a««*4iw**neph^ deputy. 

Sivaft^under himT hat* 
arrival of lord Clive, Nundcomar, though he had been his 
*moon£hee when in Hindooflan formerly, was dijplaced, and 
Mahummud Reza Khan appointed in his room j his lordffiip 
being convinced from a reprefrntatbn which the late 
had left for his examination in the hands of his brother Mr. 

George Vanfittart, that Nundcomar was unworthy of fo con- 
fidential an office. Lord Clive alfb demanded from a deputa- 
tion of the council, the prefents they had received from the 
navob j but they refufed, obferving, that when his lord- 
fhip fhould pay to the company what fums he had received 
from the father, they would willingly reftore what had been 
given them by the fon. Thefe gentlemen at the fame time 
refigned the company’s fervice j; To that the governor could not 
enforce obedience to his commands. 

Soon, 

» Commander of artillery. 

** Perlian fecretaiy. 
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Soon after his arrival, iord Clive repaired to Aleabad to 
tain tlie direilion of the revenues of the provinces for the 
company, and the funnuds were granted without delays the 
ernperor and vizier being fubjeaed as much by the wifdom, as 
by the valour, of the Englilh. An agreement to pay annually 
* fix and twenty lacs of rupees, as the royal revenues for the 
three provinces, was given under the foal of the company to 
the emperor. This important bufinefs was fettled without hdi- 
ration or argument, as eafily as ' the purchafe of an afs or any 
other animal, without envoys either to the king of England or 
the company. Lord Clive returned to Calcutta, leaving general 
Smith to attend the emperor, but who was in fa<3: his ruler j 
for the general refided in the fortrefs, and his majefty in the 
town 5 and the found of the imperial '’nobut in the fort being 
difagrceable* to ^general Smithj he forbad the baud to play, nor 
' dii :refofo; 

Lord Clive, upon his return towards Calcutta,^^ fo 
Patna to regulate the government of Baliar, which was confer- 
red on Peeraujje Nar^, In the room of Meer Cauzim^^ 

retired^^^^^^^fo^ on a penfion of ene lac of rupees, 

ip the ' jaghifos and 

Jung’s acceffion, the Englifo. with great generolity did not abo- 
liih thefo,^^^^^ to every perfon what he held j and for this, 

gratitude is due to God and them, for other wife, the noble fa- 
milies of thefe provinces could not have fublifted. The Eng- 

* Four hundred and forty thoufend pounds. 

The nobut is compofed of 1a^;«nd liaaB .drat»^ ftiriU trumpets, and feveral 
forts of wind inflruraents, horridly grating to a European earj but, it is very 
poflible, the general might not have known the indignity he was oiFering to 
majefly in forbidding them to play, the Englifh being then but little sicquainted 
with the cuftoms of Hindooftan. A nobut was kept in every royal fortrefs, to 
play at ftated hours of the day. 

.‘. Lands, or penfions on the revenue. : 

<* Lands granted in-perpetuity. 
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li& defired, that every perfon’s or allowance Ihould be 

in perpetuity to his family j thus fecuring it from the probable 
changes, in a fucceflSon of emperors, or interefted officers of 
government. Praifed be God ! this rule has continued to this 
day, and by his mercy is likely to remain in force, from which 
numbers, who are content with competence, enjoy eafe and 
fecurity. 

Lord Clive the following year advanced to Chopprah, to 
meet Shujah ad Dowlah, Munneer ad Dowlah, the emperor’s 
minifter, and Raja Bulwund Sing j when feme additions to former 
treaties were concluded between them, the latter being fecured 
in the government of Banaras on the payment of a revenue of 
» twenty two lacs of rupees, the vizier giving fecurity to the 
Englilh not to injure or remove him. Nudjum ad Dowlah 
dying of the fmall pox, was fucceeded by his brother Syef ad 
Dowlah as navob of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla., . Deerauje Narain, 
the governo r of Bahar. being ....ceOTd6ffiy*o^ miimanagement and 
peculation^ was difplaced, and fucceeded by Raja 

Shittabroy in conjundlion with Mr. Rumbold. Mr. Sykes was 
appointed to a£t in the affairs of government at Moorffiudabad 
with the deputy navob Mahummud Reza Khan. Lord Clive 
having fettled the provinces to his fatisfadtion, returned to Eu- 
rope, and was fucceeded by Mr. Verelftj and general Carnac 
accompanying his lordfhip, general Smith became commander in 
chief of the Englifh army. 

The adminiflration of the provinces was now fettled in the 
manner following: Mahummud Reza Khan, the Naib navob, 
conduced affairs at the capital, Shittabroy at ?atna, and Jeffau- 
rut Khan at Dacca, in conj unison with a member of coun- 
VoL. IL Kkk cil 

f Two hundred and twenty tbpufand pounds. 
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dl at eadi dty, as chief, on the part of the Englilh. Two 
clays weekly the naib communicated to his Engiiih. colleague 
his tranfadions, plans, difburfements, and receipts in every de- 
partment, for his fatisfadion, and the information and approval 
of the prefidency. Two days in each week were alfo fet apart, 
in which the naib and chief received appeals from the courts 
of juftice, and confirmed or reverfed their decifions by the affift- 
ance of the chief magiftrates. By thefe means, government was 
properly conduded, and the Englifla became informed of the 
laws, revenues, and cuftoms of the country, agreeably to their 
ufage recording in books every cafe, .and the information re- 
ceived upon it from the native officers, for their guidance. 


Mr. Rumbold returnmg to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceedcd 
him as chief at Patna, and Mr. Becher was appointed refident 
at Moorfhudaba<|, in the room of Mr. Sykes, who retired to 

England. : ^ 

: ' A; ; , ' ^ - ■ 


In the latter end of this year a famine and epidemical dif- 
order began to rage with great violence. Of the latter died 
the navob Syef ad Dowlah, and feveral perfons of rank Ibon 
after. Thefe united calamities continued for upwards of three 
months, carrying off more perfons than can be computed. Mu- 
baric ad Dowlah, third fon of Meer Jaffier, fucceeded his bro- 
ther on the mufnud of the provinces, and » four and twenty 
lacs of rupees annually were fettled for the expenfes of his 
houfehold, of which Ali Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewan 
under Muzzuffir Jung. The Englifh chiefs Jived on terms of 
friendffiip and intimacy with thofe of this country, anxious to 
obtain information of our laws and cuftoms, for the benefit of 
themfelves and their fuccefibrsj and every native officer, fearful 
of being outdone in communication, was eager to gratify their 

curiofity 

* Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
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cuiiofityi but they repreiented for their own intereft, the abufes 
of our laws by oppreffive rulers, as eftablifhed cuftoms conform- 
able to the genius of the people. 

I myfelf was prefent at a court, when a fine was laid both 
upon plaintiff and defendant by Raja Moorlydher. Mr. Rum- 
bold, in ^hofe prefence this happened, and who was of a liberal 
mind, defirous of doing juftice, being aftonifhed at the decree, 
obferved, that laying a fine on the perfon caft, might be a pu- 
mfhment ufual in the country, but he could not fee the juftice 
of exadmg it from the fuccefsful party. The raja and other 
oftcers replied, it was an offering of gratitude, and an ancient 
eftabhftied ufage of the empire. Mr. Rumbold expreffed fur- 
pnze and difguft. The acquifition of wealth, however, is fo 
J^Jluring to mankind, that it is not furprizing if fuch infmuating 
arguments fliould work fome effedt on the Englifh, whofe pro- 
e e objed: here is to raife a their chicB 

f ft- government in politics, ad- 

mmdiration of ju&ce, and the incapacity of their native ferv- 
ants, fome people have fuffered. If they would perfonally 
inveftigate the complaints of individuals, and their charaSers, 
tte iqured would be reUeved from vexation. At length, the 
Englifli becoming informed of feveral abufes of their laidooilan 

deputies, began to interfere, and regulate affairs accordinc to 
their own opinions. ^ 

_ Mr. Verelft returning to England, Mr. Cartier fucceeded 

him m the government. Obferving a deficiency of the reve- 
nues, and anxious to acquire information of the particular modes 
of collcdtion and ufages of the country, he divided the pro- 
vinces into leven diftridls, at each of which an Englifh council 
was appointed, to infpedt and controul the zemindars and farmers. 

Kkk 2 Mr 
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Mf. Vanfittart, who was of great wifdom and forbearance, 
having cleared himfelf of the accufations of his enemies in 
Europe to the fatisfadion of the company, was requefted to 
return to this country for the regulation of their afiairs j but, 
by the decree of providence, the veffcl on which he embarked 
was loft, without leaving a trace of her melancholy fate. Up- 
on this, the company confulted on appointing a fucceifor, and 
agreed, that after Mr. Vanfittart, no one was equal to the 

• t772. office, but Mr. Haftings, at- that time a member of the coun- 
cil at Madrafsj who was accordingly ordered to aftume the go- 
vernment of Bengal, and Mr. Cartier, three months after his 
arrival at Calcutta, refigned it to him. Mahummud Reza Khan 
and Maharaja Shittabroy were ordered prifoners to Calcutta. I have 
heard, that no orders from Europe had arrived to confine the 
latter, but that Mr. John Graham, by his re prefen tations, occa-- 
fioned" him fsj i' tore the difgrace of the former, whom he 

• , wilhed to defend. Upon Mdhrahmhd^^^^^^ R^ 

Munny Begum became the diredrefs of the navob’s houfehold, 
and appointed her chief eunuch, Eatibar Ali Khan, deputy de- 
wan, by whofe hands, numbers were opprefted. Munny Begum, 
though not of a noble family, poiTelTes a found underftanding 
and much refolution, and, had llie a deputy of equal abilities, 
is fully capable of conduding affairs. Though offended at Ma- 
hummud Reza Khan, ffie generoufly tried every means in her 
power to relieve him from his difgrace. Her behaviour was 
manly in another inftance j ffie would not join in the party of 

though lubjed, by her 

Mr. Haftings, foon after his "acoeflioa to the government, 
repaired to Moorffiudabad, to regulate the affairs of the nizam- 
ut; when the allowance of the aavob’s houfehold was reduced 
from twenty four to fixteen lacs of rupees, Mubaric ad Dow- 

■ • ■ ■ ' lah 
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lali being a minor, Munny Begum was appointed to manage 
his expenfes. The abovementioned allowance is not fcr the 
fnpP°^^ of the navob only, but for the families and dependants 
of former Nazims. As his deputy, continually changing, dif- 
burfes the whole, the latter are frequently oppreffed by delays ' 
of payment, and deductions under various pretences j fo that 
many fuffer fuch mifery, as heaven avert from any of his crea- 
tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend not to 
their complaints, though, if this fum was properly divided, 
numbers might enjoy repofe under the ihadow of their libera- 
lity i but alas ! they wafte lacs in prodigality and idle expenfe, 
heedlefs of the fufrerings of others. 

Upon the governor’s return to Calcutta, the committee com- 
menced an enquiry into the conduCt of Mahummud Rcza Khan 
and Maliaraja Shittabroy. As the latter had his. accounts ad- 
J lifted, and his conduCt wasj5:ge.-frtMr*1M^ he was fully < 
aeqt3*M®4~-e#*«fr inveftigation of a year and fbme 
months when the governor and all the committee, having 
made many apologies, and fhewn him much kindnefs, reftored 
him to office, and gave him the following certificate j 



** The fufpicions, which for various reafons we had cnter- 
** tained of the integrity of Maharaja Shittabroy, after the moft 
minute and clofe enquiry, have been found ill-founded and 
“ groundlefs, and we have proved his conduCt to be in every 
“ point honourable and loyal to government.” 

The raja was alfo diftinguifhed by a * khelaut on his leaving 
the prefidencyj but his acquittal could not reftore his health, 
which had been much injured by grief and the unwholefome air 
of Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugulpore by all the principal 

inhabitants 

* Honorary drefs. 
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inhabitants of Patna j by feme, from real regard, and by others^ 
from the inflnence of Ills authority. When he reached Iiis 
home, he complained heavily to his friends of the conduit of 
the Englifli, and with jullice, for a more able fervant than 
Shittabroy was never employed by^ them or any other flatej a 
■proper refpeit to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa- 
trons. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings, who was on his 
way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, flopping at Patna, 
requeiled the raja to accompany him; but he was too ill to 
undertake the journey, and his diforder ending in a violent dy- 
fentery, he died fhortly after the governors depaiture. Though 
his opinions and thofe of his fon were more inclined to the 
Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the fcruples 
of his relations and call, his corpfe was burned, according to 
their cuftoms, Mr. Haftings, to convince the world that he 
had ncr ''hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean 
Sing to his office in the pfifiSdeii though very^^^^^^ y^ 
a weak capacity, with the fame jaghire and falaiy; Me & alfb 
fettled an additional penfion on the widow, mother to the young 

Shittabroy was by caft a Koyt, and a native of Dhely; in 
his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the favourite dependant 
of Sumfam ad Dowlah, fon of Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra 
to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sumfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the oiHce of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the diredion of the lands of his late mafter, for his fuc- 
ceflbr, in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the Eng- 
lifh in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in 
their conneftions with the cbuntiy ’ powers. He was an able 
ftatefman, and underftood completely the diredion of finance. 
He poflefled many good qualities, and, in my humble opinion, 

excelled 
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excelled all Ms contemporary chiefs in Hindooftan. Though 
properly a civilian, he was not deftitute of the military virtues 
of valour and condudt. Though, from his influence with the 
Englifli, he was at times the patron of the emperor, vizier, and 
the chief nobles of Hindooftan, he was not haughty, or vain 
of his power, but treated all ranks with affable refped: to their 
birth and charader, liflening patiently to the requefts of every 
perfon. If reafonable, and within the compafs of his power to 
grant, he complied without hefitationj or, if other wife, refufed 
in fuch a manner, as to gain the efteem of the petitioner. He 
nnderflood well the duties of private life j and was fo good an 
ceconomift as to appear in fplendour without exceeding his in- 
come. His prefents to his guefts of high rank were becoming 
their dignity j and, upon feafons of feflivity in his family, the 
public fhared the bounties of his table. His modefty and tem- 
perance were remarkable, and alfo his forgivenefs of affronts, 
when in his power to revenge the m, often prote ding thofe in 

didrefs, who h ad tried to chiefs againfl: 

hmff'''"HiF'hou'n^ to' " his uld acquaintance in his lower for- 
tunes at Dhely, was diftinguifhed, and his refped and liberality 
to perfons of learned or facred ■ charader among the Mahum- 
medans, more extenlive than thofe of their own nobility. The 
following is an inflance of his humility, and freedom from pride. 

. A Hindoo of his acquaintance, and confidential dependant of 
Naggir Mul, devvan to a former emperor, coming on a pil- 
grimage to Gy ah, a celebrated place of devotion in the pro- 
vince of Bahar, requefted a letter recommending him to Shittab- 
roy fro|n his mailer j but the dewan declined giving it, faying, 
that he Could not bear to addrefs him by his prefent high titles j 
and, fliould he omit them, it might give offence. Thefe words 
coming to the ears of Shittabroy, when the perfon arrived at 

Patna, 
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Fatna, he treated him with the greatefl: attention, and at his 
departure committed to his charge a letter for Naggir Mul, with 
a prefent of rich goods and other things amounting to ten thou- 
fand rupees j humbly rcquefting, that he would now and then 
remember his abfent fervant with a line, when any of his de- 
pendants Ihould vifit Patna. Naggir Mul was covered with 
confufion and regret at his omiffion. lie immediately wrote a 
letter of apology to the raja for his behaviour j and praifing him 
among his frffcds, faid, « Shittabroy has overcome me by his 
** wifdom and politenefs.” 

During * the great faniine, Shittabroy fent for large quan- 
tities of grain from Banaras, which he fold out at prime 
colli and he had a fleet of boats conllantly employed between 
Inaras and Patna to bring iupplies. Every day, during the fcar- 

vidtuak and money to many thoufand poor 
at four appointed places in -the city, as did alfo the Englilh and 
Dutch chiefs, lb that a great multltnrle was faved from perifli- 
ing, by their bounty. The fome precautions were not ufed at 
Moorlhudabad, and the fcarcity w'as made matter of accufation 
againft Mahummud Reza Khan ; but God only knows the hearts 
of his creatures. Shittabroy introduced into his province the 
cultivation of many fruits from Cabul and the more northern 
diftrids, with fuch fuccefs, that grapes and oranges are now 
cheap and common in the markets of Patna, 

* It was for foppofed monopoly and extortion, that Shittabroy was ordered 
by the direaors of the company in, England to undergo a trial 'in Calcutta; 
and as it was rumoured that their fervaais inTridia were partners with him and 
Mahummud Reza Khan in the oppreffion of the people, Mr. Haftings and the 
council were obliged, in contradi£iion to their better knowledge of circumftances, 
to order them to the prefidency, where they were tried, and juflly acquitted with 
honour. ■ - 
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He had but two biemifhes in his charader: One, his bur- 
dening the farmer deficient in payment with more * mohufiTuls 
than were necefiary, for his own advantage; and the other, ob- 
taining films frequently from the jaghiredars, by pretending that 
the Engliflx chiefs intended *’ infpedting their titles, but that he 
could prevent it by a prefent., For thefe exadions, he himfelf 
in the end fuffered the oppreffion of * mohufluls from thofe, for 
whole advantage he had impoied them on his countrymen ; and, 
through grief for his difgrace, retired to anothlr world. His 
condition there God only knows; but the prophet of God has 
declared, that his mercy and forbearance exceed the crimes of 

Mahummud Reza Khan, upon the enquiry into his condud, 
was deferted by all his dependants, except Ali Ibrahim Khan ; 
W'^ho, though newly entered into office, and unconcerned in the 
tranfadions of former years, yet, grateful to , his patron, under- 
Vou. II. . ^ ^ 

® Bailiffs, who receive a daily allowance from the debtor, while they attend 
him for the liquidation of his debt. ’I heir numbers are more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the rank and power of the debtor. Many of the zemindars and renters 
Who hold large diftriiSls, keep up an armed force, and when they are deficient in 
their rents, it is neceffary to have many perfons flationed over them to prevent 
■|iieir\.efcape; or'i^Mlion.^ 

^ Many of the jaghiredars, or poffeflors of lands and penfions on the reve- 
nues, certainly hold them on forged grants, or grants given to unworthy perfons. 
This is well known to the native officers, who, it is to be feared, make a per- 
quifife by keeping fuch perfons in alarm of an uifpeSion of their titles. The 
JEngiilh, when they obtained the colledion of the revenues, left all penfi oners ia 
pofleffion of their lands and falari.-sj and there is no doubt but this indul- 
gence much abufed ; but to attempt to refiify the abufe now would be 

tyranny, m time having elapfed, that it would be impoffible to dillinguifh. 

tbe forged grants from the true, the bcftbwcrs and the obliged being all dead, • 
records loft in the revolutions of government, and the prefent poffelTors, af 
leaft innocent of fraud. A 

® Alluding to his being under a guard during his ^ 
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took his defence and in a flaort time made himfelf rnaflei' of the 
\'arioiis accounts, and cleared up his condiid: to the fatisfadion 
of the council. He was fet at liberty, and the guards removed 
from his houfes at Moorihudabad and Calcutta. He would not, 
however, return to the former, hoping, like Shittabroy, to be 
again reflored to office j and therefore continued at the latter 
city, where the native dependants of adminiflration flattered him 
for his money with favourable reports of the diipofitions of their 
mailers towaris him. One day he was told a certain counfel- 
lor had exprefled himfelf kindly j another day, that his reappoint- 
ment was under • confideration j and a third, that orders for it 
were difpatched from Europe. To thefe wretches he made con- 
flderable prefents in hand, and promifbs of indulgence, when 
he Ihould regain his power. By fuch imprudence and folly he 
.focuiTed^large 

general Clavering, colonel Mon- 
ibn, an r. Francis arrived from Europe, as members of gpyefn- 
ment, and alfo to inyeiligate the condubl of the late adminiftra- 
tion, of whom only Mr. Haffings and Mr. Barvvell were continued 
in office. As thefe three gentlemen were fent by the king and 

company to explore the foults of the governor and his 
colleagues, general Clavering being of high rank in Europe, a 
fervant of the king, and intended to fucceed to the chair, Mr. 
Monfon to the command of the army, and Mr. Francis to rife 
in council, they created a wonderful awe and refped. They 
would not receive nuzzars, a cuflom peculiar to Hindooflan, nor 
even accept a prefent of fruit from any one. They invited tfife 
enemies of the governor to join them, and Nundcomar, ivho 
had been rejeded^ by and ford ,CUve, folfo Mr. 

Haitings, at this time became their' conlidant“'and moft favoured 
dependant. Through him many felf-interefled and .feditious per- 
fons, in hopes of acquiring power, joined themfelves to the 

■ ■ ? • ' ‘ ' • ■ ' ' f :;gehbral’: 
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genwd and his friends. The inve%ation of the goi^emor’s private 
tranfadions began, and the ftrongeft difference of opinion in conn™ 
cil prevailed i which not only affeded the dependants of either 
party, but the affairs of the three provinces were thrown into 
confufion by the divifions of government. The general and Mr. 

aiwell even fought with piftols, according to the cufloms of 
their nation. The general having a majority over the gover- 
nor and Mr. Barwell, affairs were conduded moftly agreeable to 
the^opinion of his party. Mr. Goring was fent'^to Moorfhud- 
abad, Mr. Fowke to Banaras, and Mr. Briftow to Lucnow, 
Mubaric ad Dowlah and his mother, who were governed by 
Munny Begum, having applied to the general through Mv. 
Goring, they became the managers of the nizamut, and were 
apparently freed from her controul, but, as the Begum pof- 
fefied great fortitude and wealth, the threatened the navob to 
make the Englifh her heirs in cafe he fliould offend her; fo that 

h S' , '’f Dowlah 

■1 incapable nf p|ih|jr|f„ perfon dreads his an^er 

nor hopes advantage from his patronage, nor is he at all arSl 

Moiieoi!® *'15 bronght to light the crimes of 

Nundcomar. He was convided of a forgery of the name of 

Bollakee Dufs, and condemned to fuffer death. He was a wicked^ 
deceitfu , vam-glorious perfon, inimical to all mankind, even to 
hole who had conferred obligations upon him, and if any one tri- 
vidty offended him, never refted till he had effeded his ruin. As his 
friejida^ Md affured him that no one could do him injury, and told 
him not alarmed though he might be led to the foot of the 

gallows ; fo thaf he might fectffeJy ufe every means to prove the 
governor s delinquency, he, from his hatred, and confidence in the ' 

..... . general's 

^ Na¥ob $ affairs. 


HISTORY OF BENGAL; 

general’s promifes, continued to accufe him ; but Mr. Haftings 
refuted all his allegations. The guilt of Nundcomar being fully 
proved, he was hanged at the appointed place of execution. 
His treafure and effeds were given up to his fon. It is faid, 
there were fifty two “ lacks of rupees in money, and about the 
fame amount in jewels and rich goods. In h^ houfe were found 
the feals of feveral eminent perfons, which he had forged j fo 
that his wicked arts became publickly known. 


When it was univerfally believed that the general’s party 
was the ftrongefi:, Mafaummud Reza Khan, who was ralh and 
unfteady, became defirous of acquiring his patronage. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan advifed him to remain attached to the governor, 
who had proteded his life, fortune, and reputation; obferving, 
that if Mr. Haftings ftiould prevail, he would no doubt reward 
his_ jyi^|y,;/pdl general fhould fucceed, as he 

had'- done him no ' 

titude and honour. Mahummud Kh^ni inxibua^^ 

reftored to office, negleded this advice, and courted the general, 
who gave him the deputation of Mubaric ad Dowlah, and the 
fuperintendance of the native criminal courts of juftice. Khe„ 
lauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fons, and dependants, 
when he returned to Moorlhudabad,; and Ihortly after quarrelled 
with Ali Ibrahim Khan, whofe abilities and fidelity had refcued 
:->hiffi-=frbm d^ruS 


The difputes in council continued unremitting for three yearg*- 
In the latter year, the general received intelligence froip -Eul 
rope, that Mr. was recalled; when, without waiting 

for the . difclofure of govern- 
ment, but was oppoled by Mr. upon which the 

claims of both parties were, referred to the opinions of the 

J Five Lundred and twenty thouiand pounds fterling,. 
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judges, who decided in favour of Mr. Haftiogs. The general 
foon after was taken ill, and died of a dyfentery, fuppofed to 
have proceeded from grief and difappointment. After his death, 
many of his dependants were removed from office, and fucceeded 
by thofe of the governor. Mahummud Reza was fucceeded by 
Suddur al Huk Khan, and Raja Goordafs, fon of Nundcomar 
was appointed dewan to Mubaric ad Dowlahj but the former 
dying foon after his promotion, the office for fome, time re- • 
mained vacant, till at length, the governor general and Mr. 

Francis coalefcing, Mahummud Reza Khan was at the defire A. D.1780, 
of the latter reftored to his employments. 

"lilftlliiii : , F 'l :N ' I S. : : v- ■ 



^ Of the Rohilla ,war in 1774, a juft account has already 
been publifhed by the late captain Charles Hamilton, the truly • 
learned editor of the Hedaya, a cbde^ of Mahummedan Laws. 

It has therefore here been but curforily 'mentioned. Of the in- 
vafion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any re%>eiftable account 
V by a native of India, nor, of the rebellion of Cheyt Bingv zemin- 
Banaras, or the tranfad:ions of the Britifh, later thari '^the-^, 
perioSb^ which I have concluded this volume j and as my de- ^ 
, * lign w^^te^give^pnly the^iTporB native writers on the affairs 

' of Hindooftan, I judged it fight to ftop my pen, when they 

£"'?Si§fc^could-;not|ii|pii|i^^ 



